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at  least,  quiituil. — The  first  volume  of  this  work  concluded 
liy  noticing  the  discovery  of  a  number  of  hard-biu'nt 
carthenwiire  pipes  in  the  grounds  of  K.  Baxtei',  Esci.  neai" 
the  main  road  leading  to  Boughton.  A  speculation  is 
there  otfcred,  that  these  were  laid  by  an  abbot  of  Clicster 
in  tlic  time  of  Edward  I.  for  the  conveyance  of  water  from 
the  Abbot's  jydl  at  Christleton  to  the  cloisters,  for  the 
use  of  the  monastery  of  St.  VVerburgh.  To  an  objection, 
that  the  pipes  M-ere  probably  laid  at  a  subsequent  period, 
^vlicn  \vater  was  brought  from  BougiUon  well  to  supply 
the  city,  my  reply  was,  that  the  smalloess  of  the  bore,  and 
the  nature  of  the  material  were  against  this  presumption. 
Since  the  concluding  sheet  of  the  first  volume  was  put  to 
press,  I  have  arrived  at  something  like  certainty,  that  my 
postulatum  v/as  correct;  and  I  can  hardly  think  myself 
free  from  blame,  that  I  should  have  overlooked  the  autho- 
rities of  vcncrabie  JVclb  and  the  Li/sons  on  this  point. 
The  former,  under  date  of  1537,  s^vs,  "Dr.  'Wall  began 
the  building  of  the  conduits  at  BoitglUon  for  the  bringing 
of  the  water  to  the  Bridge-gate,  in  pipes  of  lead."* 
In  the  Magna  Britannia,  vol.  ii.  p.  614,  the  same  fact  is 
stated  in  nearly  the  same  words. 

Perhaj)s  some  of  my  readers  may  think  that  thii 
subject  has  occupied  more  space  than  its  importance 
deserves.  As  an  historical  fact,  however,  whicli  has 
never  received  investigation,  I  deemed  it  •i'.:orthy  of  parti- 
cular attention. — I  shall  now  proceed  eastward  from 
Mr.Baxter's  mansion,  by  observing,  that  having  passed 
this  interesting  spot,  and  proceeded  a  short  distance, 
on  the  left  is  a  lane  leading  by  a  footpath  to  Hoole, 
and  very  soon  afterwards,  on  the  same  side  is  a  deliglit- 
ful  range  of  buildings,  fronted  by  beautiful  gardens,  and 
iron  pallisading.  About  the  centre  of  this  elegant  group 
of  buildings,  thirty  years  ago,  stood  tli-it  memento  7nori 
lo  the  passing  traveller,  vulgarly  called  the  gallows-, 
where  many  of  our  uni'ortunalc  fello\v   creatures  have 

-My  o>wi  f'.;i;jccuac,  Ihcruuv,  ilut  ihc  ma'iiKu  ii-ijj.it  be  of  wood,  is 
trro'.icoue ;  but  i!;e  lUiiin  fact  ssjuniid,  h  in  my  opinion,  saiisiiictorily  a. 
liblislitd. 
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tbrfcUed  their  lives  to  the  violated  laws  of  llicir  country. 
A  short  time  prior  to  this  period,  this  terrific  engine  of 
death  had  its  station  exactly  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
road,  which,  on  account  of  its  elevated  situation,  received 
the  a[)pcllatioa  of  Gallon's  Hill,  which,  by  a  preci- 
jiitate  descent,  and  without  an  inclosurc,  went  down  to 
the  Dee.  There  is  an  incident  connected  with  this  place 
of  execution  worthy  of  recording.  In  May,  1801,  as 
three  malefactors,  convicted  of  burglary  at  the  spring 
assizes,  were  conveying  to  execution  in  a  cart,  one  oi 
them,  named  Clare,  when  opposite  the  gallows,  and  just 
when  the  vehicle  was  turning,  gave  a  sudden  spring,  and 
thi'cw  himself  upon  the  top  of  the  precipice  descending 
to  the  river,  and  jumped,  rolled,  and  tumbled  along  till 
lie  was  precipitated  into  it.  The  M'eight  of  his  irons  sunk 
him  to  the  bottom,  and  before  he  could  be  brought  up, 
life  was  entirely  extinct.  Although  the  unfortunate  fellow 
thus  evaded  the  letter  of  his  sentence,  in  escaping  being 
hanged  by  the  neck  till  he  was  dead,  yet  the  finisher  of 
tlie  law  was  unwilling  to  forego  his  oliicial  duty,  and  the 
dead  body  of  the  criminal  was  tied  np  after  his  breath 
had  departed.  The  most  afilictive  part  of  the  tragedy 
was,  that  the  two  poor  men  who  were  in  a  like  condem- 
nation, were  kept  in  a  state  of  awful  suspense  until  the 
dead  carcase  of  the  drowned  man  was  tied  up  beside  them. 
It  is  a  fact  not  generally  known,  that  in  the  fourteenth 
century,  the  place  for  the  execution  of  criminals  was  on 
Saltnev,  where  the  fatal  tree  stood,  near  to  a  piece  of 
water,  called  the  Gallmus-jjool,  to  which  reference  is 
made  in  describing  the  boundaries  of  the  city,  vol,  i.  p. 
401.  The  last  execution  at  Boughton  was  that  I  have 
just  recited,  in  1801 ;  at  the  summer  assizes  in  the  same 
year,  two  men  were  hanged  in  front  of  the  oldNorthgatCj 
since  which  time,  these  tragical  scenes  have  been  per- 
formed at  the  new  City  Gaol,  for  several  years  at  the  cast 
front,  but  more  recently  at  the  west. 

Barrel-well,  which  is  esteemed  an  excellent  spring, 
and  covered  in,  is  very  near  to  this  spot ;  and  close  by  it 
2^  new  brick  church  is  now  building,  which  will  be  of 
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-rrat  MTvii-L  I'j  ilu-'  iiiliahitants  of  liiiuglilon.  ( >i  iiii 
fhurcli,  ;in(l  i1k-  nci-lilxinrin;^-  fuiin-iation  uC  S;.  ( .ili's%; 
lio'^lilial.  moiT  \\\\\  !'•-  -ai:l  iu  llic  iiarucliial  liiMory. 
Si'lFicc  ii  to  sav,  that  uii  llic  Iclt  (bcfo  '\>-  an  excel!  ait  vuad, 
callici  Tarviii-lauc,  \v!io;-c  i^ome  very  lu'etty  houses  liave 
lalely  !)een  Imill,  v.liicli  loads  to  t'le  I'orcst  of  Dolaiuore, 
i'ai-p^iiky,  Xortlnvicl)  aTidNautwich;  and  tlie  co!;tim,iou> 
iM.id,  a  liule  inclining  to  the  riglit,  conduels  to  iMalpas, 
Willi cliui-cli,  Ncv^-port,  and  Eirniingliam.  \Viiliia  the 
la.-t  fen-  years,  several  I>caufiful  villas  have  been  erected 
iutN\eea  Coughtou  and  Cliristleton,  some  of  which  are 
oecui)ie(l  by  iJr.  Currie,  Wnu  Richards,  Esq.  Mr.  Massey, 
3.1  rs.  Ilumiihrevs,  &c.  &r.  and  wlii<di  are  considered  a 
ciiniforlalde  relreal  frnn  Hie  cares  of  a  busy  and  a.ctive 
iile.  When  1  sec  men,  N'.liu  are  able  to  retire  fruni 
ihe  world  ii\  ea-v  circuni~laiice>,  and  eiijuy  the  decline  (1 
lif?  in  ciiniparative  alilninee,  1  cainioL  bnt  exclaim,  with 
the  iniiniialil''  (iiild--nillli  — 

■    II. IV.-  lil.vl  is  ii.-,  v.iin  cinwiis,  in  si.-i'ia»  lilic  tliisu 
A  .,,.u:li  ..rial.,,,,..  %^iili  cm  ape  ctVab'j." 

Acetirdin:,'  lu  the  |. Ian  laid  down  in  my  last  eiiai)ter, 
f  have  direeted  the  readrriVom  the  Cross  to  the  extremity 
of  the  city  ea-lward  ;  and  commencini^  ar^'ain  at  thr-  former, 
M'c  shall  proceed  wi.-tward,  and  our  survey  iu  the  lirst 
instance  will  lead  us  frmii  thence  down  U'alerya/e-strect, 
at  tiie  top  of  v.'hicli,  imd  at  t'a^  junction  of  the  three  niher 
lirinci[)al  streets  slamN  the  ancient  church  of  >'..  Peter, 
of  which  ip.ore  anon. 

\Vati.;rc.\tk-str;-.s-i'  is  narrow,  consists  of  a  line  ol 
huildin^;'^  on  each  side,  and  in  length  about  -i'-M)  yards. 
In  this  SI  reel,  the  ancient  iorm  of  the  houses  i?  prc-erve;l 
more  generally,  than  in  any  other  part  of  theciiy,  thotigh 
considerable  alleralions  have  been  made  here  wiihin  the 
1.1.1  lew  year-.  1  am  Inehned  to  think,  ihat  Utile  more 
than  a  (■.■ntiiry  ago,  ihi-  -ireet  was  one  of  mneh  bu- lie 
and  great  hn^-.iness,  being  ihe  princi|)id  entrance  from  the 
wharfs  and  crane,  from  whence  all  our  marine  coinmo- 
diiie,    >vi..i-e    com-eved.     The   opening  of  thC   ElU.Tniere 


t;\i!;il  to  t'n<^  AK-r  i-v,  r:.i)U!'.Lii)ii';siii!;'  w  i(,!i  llic  yrs'a!  ri,); ;, 
oi'  l.iviTiioiil,  ;;iul  i!h;  ;;iT;iI.  porru'ii  ot  biisinrs^  li;in- I'lri  t  il 
,1(»  li'.c  f;ii;iil  wai'cliou-v^  il-.ei-o,  iiiul  lo  tlic  w'luirl?  nc;.;' 
(iiiecii---!rect  aiwl  I'l-od-liani-^lrfd,  hriilifc,  wlUi  tiu'loiMM- 
iu"-  oi'  I'xw  ro;u!>.  |i;i\ r  (li\c'rlt'(! '..;ust  of  tiic  intercourse 
iVoia  this  lart  of  li;.'  ci:y.  'il!',-;  stivct  is  ivusarkalilo. 
liowcvcr,  iov  tlio  iwcollcnl  \  i.ulrei!  ccilarings  it  foiiiaiiis, 
iuulcr  lliC  rows,  and  some  of  llicii)  to  considerable  dlL-laiu-c 
inidcr  tlie  houses.  Soveva!  of  tlics;-  arc  used  as  bonded 
warehonscs  by  our  prineipa!  wine  and  ^jiiiit  merchants. 
Tiie  soutli  side  of  the  street  contains  also  sonic 
very  ancient  houses,  pcrhai)S  the  oldest  in  the  ciiy,  one 
of  Vvhich  has  a  post,  on  which  is  carved  the  date  of  la3;); 
two  or  three  of  these  are  highly  oruanieiitcd  in  front  l.)y 
curious  old  fashioned  devices.  Tlie  first  m'c  conic  lo  is 
liated  16.32,  and  has  tiiis  ir.otto,  "  Goil's  providence  is 
mine  inheritar.ee,"  sai<l  lo  have  been  inscribed  by  the 
occupier,  as  a  grateful  memorial,  after  escaping  the 
plague,  ^^■hicll  had  visited  almost  every  other  dwelling. 
Lower  dov.-n,  on  the  same  side,  is  another  vcr_\  singularly 
decorated  mansion  ;  tiie  lower  part  of  the  house  is  divided 
into  several  conipartnients,  each  having  a  sunk  pannel, 
representing  in  rudely  carved  x-i-ork,  some  of  tiic  most 
n(jtcd  events  recorded  in  the  scriptures,  such  as  the  serpent 
beguiling  Eve,  the  murder  of  Abel,  Susannah  and  the 
liiders,  &c.  &c.  In  the  two  centre  pannels  are  arm.>  and 
initials,  supposed  of  Dr.  George  Lloyd,  Bishop  of  Ciiester, 
\vli(i  died  in  1015,  which  date  is  on  the  p;uiml.  'i'hc 
upper  jiart  of  the  house  is  also  richly  figured  in  the  -anie 
pannelled  style;  n;>r  v/as  even  the  bottom  uegleeted  in 
the  ])rofusion  of  laborious  handiwork,  for  even  the  pilhu-s 
and  brackets  which  .-rupport  the  vows,  arc  carved  in  a 
ludicrous  manner. 

A  little  below  the  house  we  are  uov/  speaking  ol, 
there  was  formerly  an  inn,  wliicl,  about  tilly  years  ago 
wis  es!eeine>l  the  fir.-t  in  (.  lu-U'i'  ;  th.e  eoaeli-road  leading 
li-om  (.'ommoiihali-slreet  ;  the  hall  and  house  Inmted 
Vfatergatc-street,  and  i'^  now  oeeupled  as  a  school  ami 
dwellings.      To   this   nearly   adjoined;    but  a   few    paces 
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lower  down,  ;i  large  room,  at  Miilch  a  fatal  caUistroiiiio 
occurred,  by  a  tremendous  explosion  of  gunpowder.     1 
copv  the  aecount  as  ,u;lveu  at  the  time  in  j4dams's  Jfeekhj 
Coiiranf,  observing,  that  the  time  of  the  accident  was  on 
the  anniversary  of  the  gunpowder-plot,    1772  :  "  .\  few 
uiinntc;  before   nine  o'clock   in  the  evening,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  city  were  greatly  alarmed  by  a  loud  unusual 
noise,  attended  with  a  shaking  of  tlie  ground,  Vi'hieh  every 
one  imagined  to  proceed  from  an  earthquake.  But  the  news 
soon  spread,  that  a  large  number  of  people,  assembled  at 
a  puppet-show,  liad  been  blown  up  by  gunpowder,  placed 
in  a  grocer's  -warehouse   which  was   under  the   room. 
Amidst  the  universal  consternation  and  confusion,  occa- 
sioned by  this  dreadful  calamity,  it  happened,  most  fortu- 
nately, that  some  gentlemen  repaired  to  the  melancholy 
scene  a  few  minutes  after  the  accident,  v/ho  gave  parti- 
cidar  directions,  that  every  person  who  shewed  the  least 
signs  of  life,  should  be  immediately  carried  to  the  infir- 
mary, where  physicians  and  surgeons  repaired,  to  be  ready 
to  adn->inister  every  possible  means  of  relief.     A  clean 
bed  was  provided  for  every  patient  before  the  unfortunate 
sniTirer  could  be  stripped,  M-hicli,   iu   general,   was  by 
cuniag  oil'  the  clothes,   to  prevent  the  agony  of  pulling 
those  limbs,  which  were  broken,  burned,  or  bruised.     In 
this  tremendous  scene  of  horror  and  confusion,  that  no 
l>ossible  means  of  relief  might  be  omitted,  which  their 
humanity  and  skill  could  suggest,  the  faculty  assigned 
different  offices  to  different  persons ;  some  were  employed 
entirely  in  bleeding  all  who  required  such  an  evacuation; 
others  washed  several  times  over  all  t!ie  burns  and  bruises 
with  Goulard's  cooling  water ;  the  rest  were  engaged  in 
setting  fractured  bones,  reducing  dislocations,  Lc.      In 
these,  and  other  offices,  the  faculty  were  most  assiduously 
engaged  from  nine  o'clock  (when  the  accident  happened) 
till  four  in  the  morning.     Not  one  that  V(as   a<luiitted 
escaped  wiihout  marks  of  violent  contusions,  or  large  and 
deep  burns  on  the  face,  hands,  &c.  and  generally  both. 
The  Women  were  much  more  severely  burnt  than  the 
men,  especially  on  their  arms  and  thighs;  this  may  be 
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accounted  for  from  tlic  difTcrent  mode  in  their  dress.  It 
liappeiied,  that  no  person,  man,  woman,  or  child,  but  of 
inferior  station,  Mere  sulTerers  in  this  dreadful  ealamiiy. 
But  l)ad  they  been  persons  of  the  most  afllucnt  fortune?, 
and  carried  to  their  own  homes,  none  could  have  possibly 
received  such  immediate  and  effectual  medical  assistance 
as  was  administered  to  all,  wlio  were  admitted  into  the 
infirmary.  Besides  23  dead,  and  53  hospital  patients, 
tlierc  were  about  30  more  in  the  city,  who  received  various 
degrees  of  injury  ;  in  all,  JOG.'"* 

Tlie  following  story,  abridged  from  Cowncr's  MSS. 


*  To   this  account   the  editor  appends  a  few  observations,  whicli  I  lierc 

subjoin,  as  tlicir  tendency  may  be  useful,  as  precautions "  To  prevent  a 

like  misfortune,  it  may  be  useful  to  relate  some  lacts,  which  may  be  learned 
from  this  melancholy  accident.  The  inside  dimensions  of  the  building  were 
■10  feet  by  20 ;  none  of  the  stories  were  divided  into  separate  apartments ;  it 
was  composed  of  a  cellar  12  feet  high,  a  warehouse?  feet  high,  on  the  ground 
floor,  ivhere  about  GOOIbs.  of  gunpowder  were  lodged.  The  puppet-shew 
room  over  it  II  feet  high;  a  dwelling  over  this  room  7  feet,  and  a  garret 
still  higher.  The  walls  of  the  warehouse  and  show-room  were  of  stone,  3^ 
feet  thick.  Tt  appears  clearly  that  the  chief  force  of  the  explosion  had  been 
exerted  npn-ards,  for  it  was  sufHcient  to  throw  offal!  the  floors,  &c.  of  three 
stories  above  the  warehouse;  yet  the  walls  of  the  building  continued  st.anding 
on  three  tides,  as  high  as  the  top  of  the  room  on  which  the  powder  was  lodged. 
Even  a  part  of  the  wood  floor,  at  the  opposite  end  of  the  room,  on  wliich  tlie 
powder  was  placed  remained  standing.  A  house,  which  rested  on  one  corner  of 
the  building  tumbled  down,  but  another  old  house,  six  yards  distant  from  the 
warehouse,  was  only  injured  by  one  side  falling  oiihvards.  i^ot  a  chimney  was 
blown  down,  though  the  spot  was  surrounded  by  a  great  number  of  old  hou^cs. 
.  A  great  many  windows  vjere  broken  all  round  the. place,  even  to  a  consider:iblc 
distance;  but  one  circumstance  deserves  very  particular  attention  :  nearly  all 
the  glass  fell  cu'Kards,  with  some  of  the  window  frames.  This  fact  appa- 
rently proves,  that  these  windows  were  not  broken  by  the  exidosive  power  of 
the  gunpowder,  but  by  the  pressure  of  the  air  contained  in  the  .surrounding 
apartments,  which  rushed  into  the  vacuum  caused  by  the  explosion.  Hov/- 
ever,  where  the  force  of  tlie  gunpowder  w.as  confined  by  narrow  passages,  its 
influence  or  centrifugal  force  took  place,  for  two  boys,  walking  along  [he 
row  in  AVatcrgate-street,  opposite  to  a  passage  leading  to  this  building,  were 
blown,  one  into  the  street,  and  the  other  against  the  rails;  and  opposite 
another  passage  into  Commonhall-Iane,  one  side  of  a  slated  room  was  entirely 
blown  otV.  Do  not  these  facts  evidently  prove,  that  even  the  smallest  quan. 
tiiy  of  gunpowder  should  be  always  kept  in  garrets  ?  And  do  tliey  not 
suggest  a  doubt,  whether  the  distance  from  towns  prescribed  by  law,  for 
keeping  larger  quantities,  is  not  greater  than  necessary,  if  the  magazine  be 
entirely  sep.irale  from  other  buildings  .-" 
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;i;i[iL';irs  not  inn\-i!iiliy  ui  bring  ai)[)oiuiLil  lo  aiuii.Iui  i:.ii;- 
iiL'lioii  which  ucciiri'Cil  in  this  |)art  of  the  cil  v.  Ahiun  iIk 
'ii  ar  l<i!).'<,  ;uMr.  Jo,•^hua  Iiortoii  came  ilowii  iVoii!  !,.ji.i|'i!!, 
or.  lipii'il  a  laryc  house  in  Walcrgalo-strcoi,  al  ilie  cunu  i 
of  'I'rhiily-hiiic,  (afterwards  rebuill  by  A](!en;i.;ti  Ikni-'. 
I'ciiiu'r')jea:t;e(l  the  niansioii  called  Colloii  lhitih\  for  ihrci 
li\c~,  and  sujiported  a  liandsouie  appearance  iu  ihe  eiiy 
for  sonic  years.  One  eveninij  a  great  smoke  peiRlraliiii; 
to  the  hoLise  of  his  ncij^hbour,  Aldcraiati  JMaiuwariug, 
an  alarm  of  ilrc  was  given,  but  the  doors  behig  ke[)L 
closed,  and  a  great  bustle  perceived  therein,  a  curiosity 
was  excited,  which  ended  in  a  threat  of  forcing  the  doors. 
Entrance  being  then  given,  Iialf  dcnic'Iished  furnaces  and 
embers  were  found  scattered  over  the  cellars,  and  a 
large  pair  of  bellows,  the  blast  of  which  had  forced  the  he.;; 
and  smoke  throng!:  two  ^^  alls  of  stone  and  biiek  ini(^ 
the  house  adjacent.  The  coadjutor-:  tif  JforlLui  liai; 
escaped,  but  a  [iress  for  coining  was  louiul  in  a  ci  tern  iu 
a  }'ard,  and  a  bag  of  dies  were  found  in  the  Dee  ue;;t  ilav, 
M'hich  had  been  tliro\Au  in  at  high  water.  .Mr.  Ilurloii 
inider  the-e  eircnni'-tance.  ■\\'as  comndtled  to  the  North 
gale  ;  and  on  ^londay,  April  S,  17U",  .'ose[iii  Jek\il,  h'sij. 
chief  justice,  came  to  the  town-hall,  aiul  read  ;i  eunimis- 
siou  for  trying  him  ^vithin  the  city,  alter  which  he  was 
convicted  of  knowingly  having  in  his  custody  a  i)ress  for 
coining,  and  received  sentence  accordingly.  A  reprieve, 
however,  was  granted,  while  some  donbtful  points  wen' 
submitted  to  the  judges,  and  in  this  interval  Mr.  ffortou 
slipped  through  tlie  gaoler's  door,  mounted  a  good  horse, 
which  was  waiting  in  the  Gorse  Stacks,  and  g(ji  to  Lon- 
don, where  he  lived  and  died  in  obscurity.  On  tlie  1  Jih 
of  September  folkn\-iiig,  iJr.  ,Jek}ll  came  again  lo  the 
town-hall  to  impiirc  into  the  escape, of \\hich  iie  acipiiited 
the  gaoler,  but  fined  the  city  sherifl's  in  the  sum  of  om; 
hundred  marks. 

'    !■  is:iii  cnciIIl'iU  biick  biuldiug,  fnccil    villi    s'.oiu,  now    llie  pv.'|ii.iiy 
or  Ili'iiry  licbliflh,  lOscj.  uiul  occupK-d  by  his  sun  Ui.iiry  llfblaili,  jun.  Es... 

■\  -Ibuui  .iiiiilc  bcyomlCIiiibaa...). 
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Tivti/!/  Church  staiiils  on  the  iiorUi  siilo  o(  VValur- 
gate-street,  to  wliich  adjoins  the  custom-house,  but  ihc'se 
will  be  noticed  hereafter.  A  little  lower  down,  on  the 
the  o|)|)Osi(e  s-ide,  there  is  an  ancient  builiiiuij,  now 
occupied  as  cottaices,  but  \\'hich,  in  its  early  days,  was  a 
mansion  of  notable  reinile.  I(s  erection  bears  the  date 
of  1591  ;  its  auti<iuiry  cannot  he  discovered  from  tlie 
street,  the  fnjnt  bciiiy  rebuilt  'isith  more  jnodeni  brick-- 
work.  But  on  enterinq-  a  narrow  court  a  few  paces 
below  Nicholas-street,  the  siiles  of  the  \  enerabie  edifice 
ri-:c  full  in  vie\v.  This  decayed  mansion  is  a  striking 
illustration  of  the  mutability  of  all  human  affairs.  I  be- 
lieve it  was  formerly  the  city  residence  of  tiie  Derby 
lamily,  which  is  the  more  probable,  on  account  of  its 
contiguity  to  the  Wutcriratc,  of  wliich  the  Earl  of  Derby 
had  the  custody.  'J'his  much,  however,  is  certain,  that  it 
was  in  possession  of  the  lamily,  and  descended  to  the 
Alderley  brancli;  it  is  iio\'.'  the  joint  property  of  Mr.  E. 
Hodkinson  and  Air.  Bodcii,  builders.  About  the  middle 
of  the  last  ceiuury,  it  v,as  occti])icil  by  tlic  lather  of  Henry 
JJe^keth,  J-Lsq.  and  I  am  credibly  inl'ormed,  that  during 
the  races,  was  a  plai?c  of  geuerid  resort  for  the  carriages 
of  gentlemen,  \\'ho  visited  Chester  during  those  festivities. 
The  outside  of  the  building  is  chiefly  formed  of  upright' 
beams  and  transverse  [lieccs  of  wood,  the  intervals  filled 
ii|)  with  laiiis  and  mortar;  eight  antique  iigures  rudely 
carvrrl  in  wood  derjurate  the  upright  beams.  At  the 
eommencement  of  the  la>-t  eciitury,  it  was  probably  the 
only  dwelling-house  on  either  side,  which  stood  between 
the  east  side  of  Nicholas  and  Linenhall-streets,  and  the 
Watergate ;  except  the  old  mansion,  occupied  by  Dr. 
Curric,  which  formerly  belonged  to  the  Brooke's,  of 
Norton  Priory. 

Continuing  down  the  street,  we  pas^,  the  elei;ant 
mansion  of  H.  Potts,  Es(j.  a  handsome  brick  building 
elected  by  that  gcntlcn\.m  a  lew  years  ago.  .'U  (lie  -itc  of 
at\  olil-1'arhioned  huujc,  lormerly  the  residence  of  Dr. 
Ctirrie.  'I'lie  front  of  this  edilice  has  a  north-east  as[)ect, 
and  the  grounds  behind  it,  which  are  enclosed  on  three 
'.ides  by  a  high  wall,  are  ;jpaciuu> ;  while  the  view  acrosi 
VOL,  11.     a 
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ilic  Kootleyc,  and  towards  the  Welsh  hills  i»  cxquisiteiy 
delightful.     On  the  other  side  the  street,  is  a  range  of 
genteel  modern  house^',  occupied  by  favnilies  ofitKiijvcn 
denco,  or  the  more  respectable  of  our  tradesmen. 

This  will  terminate  cur  observations  on  Watergate- 
i-lviut  hi  a  direct  line,  nearly  to  the  gate,  of  which  a 
(iescriptlon  has  already  been  given,  as  well  as  of  its  pre- 
decessor.* I  must,  however,  return  again  to  the  cross, 
for  the  purpose  of  briefly  noticing  the  biuall  streets  which 
branch  out  of  it. 

Descending  therefore  again  from  lue  cross,  a  few 
paci.'s  bring  us  to  an  avenue  on  the  north  side,  called 
Goss-strcet,  ami  kno-.\n  by  the  same  appellation  in  (he 
survey  of  the  time  of  Edward  111.  except  that  it  then  bore 
the  more  humble  cognomen  of  lain.  Eut  a  few  vears 
ago,  tliere  was  no  thoroughfare  liere,  but  a  passage  has 
been  opened  at  the  upper  end.  Lading  to  some  recent 
buildings  called  Hamilton-place,  in  v.liich  are  two  small 
places  of  worship,  one  de\otc(l  lo  the  sei-vice  of  a  branch 
of  the  Baptists  and  tlic  other  to  tiiat  of  the  Wcslevan 
Webb  Methodists.  I'.um  hence  also  is  a  convenient 
fool  communicalion  with  the  fish-sliambles  on  the  one 
hand,  and  on  the  other,  with  the  western  parts  of  the  city. 

Lower  doMii  the  ^i.i'cet,  also  on  the  north,  is  Crook- 
tlroet,  anciently  called  Ckrntrd's-lanc,  which,  says  the 
old  sur\ey,  bulteth  upon  Pursoiis-lanc  (now  Princess- 
street).  In  this  street  stands  tlie  oldest  dissenting  meet- 
ing-house in  the  city,  originally  built  for  the  celebrated 
JliUthe-.v  Henry,  in  \i],ich  he  officiated  as  nsinister  for 
twenty-fiv-e  year,^.  lielo.v  this  streci,  still  on  the  north. 
is  Trinity-street,  on  (me  side  of  the  entrance  lO  which 
stands  Trinity  cJiureh,  and  on  the  other  tiic  n;ansion  of 
Henry  Hcskctli,  jim.  Esq.  It  is  a  narrow  incommodious 
thorOLiglifare,  in  whicli,  however,  is  situated  the  stamj)- 
office,  and  a  good  chapel,  occupied  by  the  Methodist  New 
Connexion,  On  (he  ,.:|.,r  ^ide,  and  neiirly  o[i);osite,  is 
^\eavi.r-strcct, -formerh  named  6?,  yJlban-Luu;  which 
pa-ses  by  the  end  of  Commorihall-.-ticei,  and  (fireciS  int'~ 
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iVliIie-frinrs.  Llucnluill-slrcct,  lius  ;i  little  lower  down 
on  the  iiLH-tli-i-idc  of  the  street,  at  the  corner  ol'v.-liich 
star.ds  the  eustuin-lioa.-e  fur  the  port  of  Chester,  \vliicl!, 
though  a  eoinparatively  mean  biiUdhig,  is  amply  suiliciciU 
for  the  iicee.-sary  business.  An  old  description  says,  "out 
of  'Jiis  stri'ct  in  ancient  time,  ^vent  a  lane  to  St.  Chad's 
oliurth,  vjnu  rn'uied  and  gone,  called  Chad's- lane,  (proba- 
bly Martin's-in-tho-fieids)  and  from  that  church  there 
did  go  a  lane  to  the  walls,  which  was  called  Dog-dnw." 

Nicliolas-strect  stands  inimediatcly  opposite  tiie  south 
end  of  Linenhall-strect ;  wide  and  uniform  on  one  side, 
containing  some  handsome  modern  brick  buildings  in  the 
London  style,  with  sunken  kitchens,  inclosed  with  a  neat 
iron  railing,  built  in  l/Sl.  From  the  south  end  of  it,  there 
is  a  fine  spacious  way  leading  up  to  the  castle,  intersected 
by  the  road  leading  from  Grosvenor-street  to  the  new 
bridge;  on  theright,  Mrs.  Harrison's  mansion  and  grounds, 
neatly  bounded  by  iron  pallisadhig,  formerly  known  as 
the  Nnns'-gardens ;  and  on  the  left,  the  new  church 
of  St.  Bridget,  occupying  the  site  of  a  miserable  range  of 
huts,  called  Nim's-lanc,  taken  down  about  fifteen  j'cars 
ago,  to  make  way  for  those  elegant  Improvements  since 
carried  into  eifect.-  There  are  two  avenues  on  the  west 
side  of  Nichola-i-street,  leading  to  the  walls:  the  one, 
Smith's-^valk,  is  of  modern  date,  and  seems  to  have  been 
intended  chiefly  us  a  way  to  the  large  house  at  the  bottom, 
belonging  to  Captain  Wrench;  within  the  last  thirty 
years  it  was  esteemed  a  private  road,  being  ciitcrcd  from 
the  street  by  a  gate  thrown  across  the  path,  over  which 
was  a  large  arch.  The  other  avenue,  thougli  much 
less  connnodious,  is  certainly  of  high  antiquity,  being 
mentioned  in  the  survey  of  Edward  III. ;  it  is  now  called 
Wall's-lane,*  though  it  was  formerly  known  by  the  name 
of  ylrdcnir^huir.  On  the  other  side  of  the  way  stands 
ilu-   church    of  S(.  J\lar(inV,   a  ucut  brick  building  faced 

•  hi  llK-  ui.iiuh  oi  :U;uvh,  I  J,'!:l,  n  iiiaro  bolonf  inj,  lo  Jlr.  Ijod.ion  (..kin- 
fritjlU,  rjii  A-iih  grc;i[  lury  iovn  this  hinc,  liariussocl  to  ;i  truck,  r.ud  brc.ikinj; 
down  till'  r^iiliiig,  Jcspcil  ovtt  the  walls  on  the  Jlooiloc,  without  thj  letv. 
injury. 
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ivith  stone,  on  each  side  of  which  tlicrc  is  ,h  sirei-t  U'liilin.-.; 
to  Bridg'c-stf'jot,  nair.clyj  Wliitf- friar*,  so  called  irons 
iiavinj;  formerly  been  the  site  of  a  religious  hoiwe  ;  and 
Cuppin-strcct,  in  whicli  are  situated  the  -(A-orksof  the  gas- 
company,  and  an  oxtcusivc  soap  manufactory,  carried  on 
by  Messrs.  Ilodson  and  Witter. 

Tiie  last  opening  from  'Watergate-street,  is  an  avenue 
to  several  genteel  modern  buildings  on  the  iioriii, 
called  Stanley-]jlace,  iu  which  many  of  our  city  gentry 
resiiie  ;  tlie  situatiou  is  deligliti'ully  pleasant  and  airy,  the 
one  end  opening'  to  the  walls,  the  other  ilanked  by  '.he 
boundary  wall,  of  the  new  Irish  linen-liall.  The  latter  is 
an  extensive  brick  building,  of  a  quadrangular  form,  inclos- 
ing a  spacious  area.  The  Irish  Ihiens  M'cre  formerly 
exposed  to  sale  in  a  building  on  ihe  east  ^ido  of  Norlh- 
gate-street,  near  the  cathedral,  and  -which  is  ^till  known 
by  the  naiue  of  the  old  ilnen-hall.  'J'lie  pir^^c '.i-t  hall  was 
built  for  the  purpose  by  some  of  ihe  [irincii  al  ol'ilic  lincn- 
tncrcliauts,  in  1/78;  i''-  contains  lhirty--i'.  dunMc,  anil 
twenty-lour  single  shops. 

For  many  years  the  Irish  linen-nicrcl.'anl';  lla^■c  cia^'cd 
to  import  tiieir  linens  direct  lor  Clicstcr  ;  ihat  tiade  has 
taketi  an  entirely  new  direction  :  and  in  consequence, 
very  few  of  these  shops  are  let  at  our  Midsummer  or 
Micliaelmas  fairs.  It  is  understood  that  the  proprietors 
are  desirous  of  disposing  of  the  wdiole  concern. 

Passing  under  the  Water-gate,  there  arc  four  long 
ranges  of  houses,  two  of  them  forming  Middle  Ci'ane- 
street,  and  one  on  either  side,  that  on  tlie  south  called 
Paradise-row.  The  latter  exactly  faces  tlie  Roodcye,  of 
whicli  it  commands  an  entire  view,  and  tliese  arc  some  of 
the  most  pleasant  residences  in  or'v.-ithout  the  city.  Lower 
down  are  warehouses  and  oliices  connected  with  the 
wharfs,  up  to  which  laden  vessels  of  upwards  of  oOO  tons 
occasionally  come  at  high  spring  tides.  On  the  west  side 
ot  ihe  Koodeye  stands  the  hou'rc  ol' industry,"  adjoining  to 
>vhich   are   the   extensive    pa;H'r    manufactory    and    iron 

•  S<.'e  Public  euiIiiin,-«, 
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foundi-y,  ciirriod  on  hy  Aldeniiaii  George  Harrison,  and  the 
ship-yard  of  Mr.  JMulvcy,  in  which  vessels  as  high  as  500 
Jons  have  bccu  iuiiil.  'J  i:c  Chcster-bLult  ves.-icls  have 
always  been  t.-lcciiitu  ol'tlio  very  first  order. 

NoiiTnoATK-STUEKT. — 'J  lie  entrance  into  tliis  sti-ect 
is  still  narrow  and  inconvenient,  bnt  was  much  juore  so 
before  the  removal  of  the  old  Penticc,  and  the  takiti;^ 
down  the  shops  beneath  in  iSIJ3.  The  houses  on  the 
eastern  i-ide  arc  constantly  aeqniring  a  more  modern 
aspect,  i;)y  the .  taking  down  of  the  old,  to  make  way  lor 
new  buildings.  St.  I'eter's  church  hounds  the  western 
side,  adjoining  to  which  stand  tlie  commercial  huiidiags, 
a  handsome  stone  edifice  ;  the  ground  floor  in  the  front 
occupied  as  two  handsome  shops,  and  the  premises  he- 
hind,  by  the  city  library,  and  a  subscription  news-room. 
From  hence  commences  Shoeinakcr's-row,  from  what 
circumstance  so  called  I  cannot  learn,  but  probably  owing 
to  the  Crisi)iu  brotherhood  having  formerly  made  it  their 
market-place,  or  residence.  The  inequality  of  the  surface, 
which,  as  belbre  observed,  forms  the  rows,  tapers  off 
here,  till  it  presents  a  level  at  the  lish-shamblcs,  and  from 
thence,  these  conveniences  are  entirely  discontinued. 

Opposite  to  this  roAV  is  the  theatre  royal,  ■(\liicli, 
standing  within  the  line  of  the  other  buildings,  is  not 
observable  as  a  public  edifice.  'J'hc  citizens  of  Chester 
appear  to  have  been  early  distinguished  for  a  love  of 
theatricals,  a  taste  probably  iic(]uircd  by  the  exliibilion  of 
the  JVhUsvji  ploys,  as  already  noticed.  It  appears  like- 
wise that  the  city  was  early  visited  by  comjianies  of 
strolling  comedians;  for  in  1G16,  the  mayor  issued  tin 
order,  "that  no  players  be  allowed  to  act  in  the  common- 
hall  (the  present  theatre) ;  and  further,  that  for  avoiding 
several  inconveniences,  they  shall  not  act  in  any  place 
witl.'in  tlie  liberties  q{x\\q  q\\\,  after  six  in  the  cvanng." 
The  Chester  tliealre  ^vas  erected  by  a  company  of  i)ro- 
prielors  in  177^,  on  the  site  of  St.  Nicholas  ciKiriel,  and 
opened  the  same  year  under  the  management  of  Messrs. 
Austii^  and  ITeatoii.  In  1777,  the  mayor  thought  fit  to 
issue  an  edict  tigainst  the  ftnther  continuance  of  drauia'ic 
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])i'rroniiaiKU  »,  probably  tbinUiug  tliein  more  ilemoraliAlng 
tlian  tlicaiuiual  huU-hait.  exhlbitcil  in  presence  ami  under 
tbc  sanctujn  ofliis  worship  and  bis  "ancient  and  di:.ercct 
iTctlircii."  In  tbis  emergency  llio  proprietors  appealed 
lo  iho  cro^^•n,  and  obtained  a  patent,  dated  IGtli  cfiMay, 
1777-  in  tbe  name  of  J.  To^vusllend,  Esq.  constituting  tbcir 
tbeatre  a  theatre-royal.  The  theatre  as  originally  fitted 
np,  was  calculated  to  contain  about  lOCV.  :  bntiMr.  Lewis, 
rlie  lessee  of  the  Liverpool  theatre,  toolc  ii  lease  of  it  in 
the  S])ring  of  1S2S,  and  by  raising  the  ceiling,  obtained 
room  ibr  an  additional  tier  of  boxes,  by  which,  and  other 
eidargements,  the  house  is  now  capable  of  containing 
170/.  and  is  altogctlier  one  of  the  most  elegant  and  com- 
modious of  any  out  of  the  metropolis. 

From  the  end  of  Sboemaker's-row  to  the  E.\change, 
distant  about  filly  paces,  is  an  open  area,  the  left  being 
occupied  by  a  newly-built  fish-markef,  tbe  centre  by  the 
vendors  of  vege.ables  ;  and  still  furtlur  to  the  left,  is  tbc 
bank  of  Messrs.  J)ixon  and  Wardell,  and  the  "White  l^ion 
Hotel,  where  a  respectable  coacliing  eslablishment  is,  and 
has  for  many  years  been  carried  on.  'J  he  street  here  is 
very  \\-i(le,  and  nearly  in  the  centre,  ?tands  the  Exchange, 
a  noble  brick  building,  ornamented  with  stone  work, 
through  which  there  is  an  excellent  thoroughfare,  the 
western  side  being  at  present,  though  not  in  its  early 
days,  occupied  by  shops,  and  the  eastern  resting  on  ronntl 
pillars  of  stone.* 

Crossing  a  narrov,-  avenue  from  the  north  end  of  the 
Exchange,  and  we  enter  through  an  iron-graletl  door 
the  market-house  appropriated  for  the  sale  of  butler,  on 
the  market-days,  in  which  filso  is  a  similar  door  in  (he 
centre  of  each  side.i-     Six  or  eight  yards  apart  from  this, 


'  ^VitluIl  these  pillars,  tliu  husihigs  lot  carrying  011  come.^teJ  cii)'  lLc- 
lions,  nrc  always  erecti^J,  where  inuny  a  broad  anilsciniotiii-.t'S  iinco:;r;t-oi'.s  joke 
h:l^  lii'iMi  iihij.'il  oil',  hy  onr  i-iiy  wiis  of  ihe  lowir  gr^uU',  iliitir.g  tl',o>c  siviios 
I'l"  imli';-.i  i-oiillii-t,  wh.ii  every  tinker  ami  cohler  lliiiiks  himself  of  .is  high 
ronsctiueiico  aiiJ  importniu-e  .-is  any  lor'l  of  a  r.i.inor. 

f  Upon  ilie  site  of  this  buiUiing  slcod  a  small  square  erection,  supported 
by   pill.irs,   the  roof  of  which,   lined   with  Icitil,  wn«  xKs-.i  as  a  if;ervuir  foi 
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ill  a  direct  line  is  anotlier  building  of  equal  broadtii,  but 
longer,  (or  butcher's  meat,  both  of  which  are  ncady  fitted 
up  lor  tlicir  respective  purposes,  and  are  well  ventilated 
hv  a  number  ol'  half  circular  openings  at  the  upper  sides 
of  the  walls  ;  these  are  built  of  brick  pointed  ■with  stone, 
rooted  in,  and  lighted  from  the  top.  The  market  for 
poultry  is  on  the  cast  side  of  the  street,  opposite  the  Ex- 
change, occupying  the  site  of  the  old  Engine-house.* 
Its  back  is  formed  by  the  outward  wall  of  the  Bishop's 
Palace,  from  whence  a  slated  penthouse  descends  in 
an  obli(jue  direction  nearly  as  far  as  the  walking  path 
in  the  street,  for  the  purpose  of  shelter,  and  along  the 
front  is  a  neat  iron  pallisading.  The  width  of  the  area 
within,  is  about  six  yards,  and  in  length  it  reaches  from 
the  end  of  Werburgh-street  to  the  Abbey-gate.  The 
potatoe-niarket,  which  was  formerly  held  on  the  cast 
side  of  the  Exchange,  where  numbers  of  carts  crowded 
that  narrow  pari;  of  the  street,  has  been  removed  to  the 
west  side  of  the  upper  part  of  Northgalc-street,  v/here  a 
sufliciently  capacious  opening  has  been  made  by  the 
pulling  down  of  some  old  houses  belonging  to  the  Cor- 
poration. 

Before  these  improvements  were  made,  the  state  of 
the  markets  was  highly  discreditaljlo  to  the  city  of 
Chester.  The  flesh-market  consisted  of  a  collection  of 
covered  M'ooden  stalls,  crowded  together  on  the  north  of 
the  Exchange,  and  generally  kept  in  a  very  filthy  condi- 
tion ;  and  a  similar  nuisance  on  the  soutlj.  served  for  a 
fish-market;  \vhilst  vcgetabks  and  fruits  were  scattered 
promiscuously  in  various  tjuarters.  The  dealers  in  poultry 
and   butter  displayed  their  commodities,   sometimes   in 

water,  brought  from  the  i:)ce.mills  v. hioh  had  continued  thne  from  tlie  )'L-;vr 
IC7I  ;  but  vjliidi  on  the  improvL-nicnts  of  the  in.-irkcls,  was  rimovcd  (0  the 
«pper  end  of  Northgate-strect. 

"  The  cnghie-hoiise  was  crCL-lcd  .-ibout  the  year  lfi80,  by  the  I'ukc  of 
Oniioi'd,  when  I.otd  I.iculenrint  cf  Irehind;  but  the  reason  of  this  msr',;  of 
respect  to  iho  city,  rcmahis  unexplained.  It  was  a  neat  building  of  biiek, 
with  stone  facings,  ornamented  with  fluted  Corinthian  pilaMerb.  An  iron- 
railing  was  placed  round  it  in  1812,  and  the  brick  work  coated' with  Roniar. 
c'.mcnt. 


I'Ji^t^'ato,  and  soiJii'tiincs  in  liri(lye-sti'i.'(.'t,  wiiluiul  a;:v' 
;iccoinaiuilulioiis,  or  >l\elter  from  the  incleiiR'Ufv  "I  ilic 
weal  her.  For  several  years  coinph^ints  against  this  in- 
couveiiienec  hiiil  been  gcnenil,  both  ainoug  buyers  and 
sellers;  the  hitter  siiti'ered  in  ail  extreme  degree,  as  tliov 
were  destined  not  unfrequcntly  to  slaiu!  for  six  or  eight 
liours  up  to  tlie  ankles  in  mud.  antl  sustain  besides,  the 
"  [jellings  of  the  pitiless  storm,"  before  they  could  dispose 
of  their  M'ares.  I  cannot  here  help  expressing  my  con- 
viction, that  the  improvements  were  materially  accelerated 
by  the  labour  and  energy  of  the  public  press,  which  was 
constantly  on  the  alert,  in  urging  the  necessity  and  ad- 
vantage of  better  accommodations.  But,  the  credit,  the 
entire  credit  of  the  ncnv  markets,  is  immediately  to  be  as- 
,  cribed  to  the  discernment  and  hnnness  of  the  late  Aid.  H. 

Bowers,  who  during  his  second  mayoralty  of  1S27-S, 
succeeded  in  oi'iginatiiig  plans  for,  and  ncarlv  seeing 
executed,  during  the  term  of  his  oHiee,  ihc  erection  of 
the  market-halls.  As  migiit  he  exjiecied,  great 'opi)o.-i- 
tion  was  made  by  owners  of  property,  \viici-e  the  markets 
had  been  partially  held  before  ;  but  if  we  arc  to  wai',  for 
improvements  until  all  interests  give  their  consent.,  t'le 
idea  of  advancement  must  be  abandoned  lor  ever.  i\Ir. 
--;-  .  .  ■■-.  .  ■  1—  -^Royle  was  the  contractor,  and  builder  of  the  markets. 
>--?7     ^^^>^  ,  ';   '  i  Over  against  the  market-halls,  on  the  east  side  of 

'. ;'    .'.^;       ^~"^--,  i  I  U^"^  street,  stands   the  Abbey-gate,  consisting  of  a  lofty 

H^^^^|''f:^  •--■  ■ -^^^^  i  pointed  arch,  with  a  postern  at  the  side,  both  of  which 

■   S^f)Sk\t'^i'}  il  \.  ,^:'' ':■      '^''^  included  in  a  larger  obtuse  one.     The  interior  of  the 
^.;;"..i!r.u'j'"  '..  '   ,      .    ,  .;  gateway  is  vaulted  with  stone,  with  ribs,  and  carved  key- 

'  '  ^ITJ''  ••■-■••  I  >  •         stones,  at  the  intersections,  and  the  rooms  over,  now  ix.'d 
•■!)..;«,>••■    ■■-  V  ■,  ',  ■    ''■.  '"s  the  registry,   were  originally  approached  by  a  s])iral 
. .'     '","•.  ■   .■,'■"'',''.')■,     -Stair-case,*     On   the   south  side  was  the   porter's  lodge. 


"  All  incident  connected   with   tlicsc  rooms,  which  occiincd  about  tit'iy 

years   ago,   is   still  rcmembcreit  and  often  spoken  of  by  many  of  our  nncicnl 

gossips.     A  Mr.   Speed,  the  tlion  dt'putj-agistv.ir,   hnd  been  fr.iil  enou;;h  to 

entice  ,i  fcm.ile  ns  fniil  as  bin. sell',  into  :•-  nunn  iiiljoining  liis  utlico  ;   wlien  an 

•.      f     vVv  •  "      •        ""'■'^1"-'''"-''' '■'isiiunt  arriving,  wlio  tciiuireJ  his  immediate  presence,  for  fc.ir  of 

^  .  :.''/  i:^',-^. ''      '     '  =»"   unlucky   discovery,   he  locked  her  up  in  the  rooin.     The  fair  one  became 

■   ■~-''..?wif'>  iv  '  '.    'i  '"  "I'l"!"^'!,  that  she  opened  one  of  the  witidows  lookinc;  into  Abbcy.si|uare, 

from  which  she  threw  herself  to  the  grou.id,  but  wiihuut  «ny  serious  iiijtu;'. 
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:iiHl  on  Uie  oilier,  Si.  Tboiiiua'.s  Couit,  lo  wlucli  the  U.-naais  u( 
several  alibcy  iiuuiurs  still  render  suit  ami  aervioe.  Bcujrc 
this  ijale  were  iiiicienlly  ranged  the  booths  for  the  nier- 
eluints  (reijucnliiiy  the  abbot's  fair,  covered  with  reeds, 
\v-liich  the  monks  were  euipowcred  by  an  especial  charter 
to  gatlier  from  .-^tanlaw  Marsh;  and  here  also  thi' per- 
formers in  the  Chester  mysteries  cunu  leiieud  the  exhibi- 
tion of  their  j)ag'eants. 

On  jKissing  through  the  arched  gate-way,  wc  enter 
into  Abbey-square.  On  the  rigiit  hand  is  a  dead  .vall^ 
inclosing-  the  episcopal  jialace,  a  good  stotie  building'',  but, 
as  destitute  ol  magnilicence,  as  it  is  of  elegance.  Tliis 
edifice  was  \vliolly  rebuilt  by  Bishop  Keene,  out  of  his 
private  property,  uc  an  c-'vpence  of  ;:200/.  soon  after  his 
promotion  to  the  see  in  17i32.  'J'he  east  side  of  the  st^uarc 
contains  only  two  good  houses,  one  at  each  extremity,  the 
interval  being  occu])led  by  smaller  dwellings.  The  north 
and  west  sides  are  filled  up  -with  elegant  buildings,  occu- 
])ied  by  some  of  our  first  quality.  The  two  end  houses 
adjoining  the  gate  stand  on  the  site  of  an  old  edifice, 
called  the  prison-house,*  On  pulling  down  the  lattei, 
about  five  years  ago,  a  narrow  cell  v.as  discovered  on  the 
first  lloor,  from  which  all  light  v>us  excluded,  in  wnich, 
ii  is  saiii,  that  martyr  to  popish  cruelty,  George  Marsh, 
\vas  immured,  [ircvious  to  iiis  execution  at  Bor.ghton. 

In  the  middle  of  the  square,  there  is  a  'cautifui 
shrubbery  'of  a  circular  form,  inclosed  v.ith  iron  palli- 
sading,  having  in  the  centre  an  eliptic  cohuini.  This 
column,  consisting  of  one  stone,  formci.y  occuiiied  a 
station  as  a  support  to  the  Exciiange;  and  I  give  its 
history  in  the  words  of  the  late  Alderman  P.  Broster  as 
they  appear  in  some  MS.  c  jilt  ctions  of  that  geutlcmau  : 
"  In  l/^G,  it  was  discovered,  that  all  the  we?*  side  of  the 
Exchange  had  given  way,  and  was  liUely  to  fall.  i^Ir. 
Turner,  an  architect,   ^vas  sent  for  from  Whitchurch,  to 

't'lio    wlk'lr  >'.o;y,    l;i)\\e\ii.    yot   wiiiil.  .iiui  I'.-.c  suIjkci    of  th^- iu,Uu:u  \v:i!. 
Jubboiuciuly  ci'Ur'.nuU'il  in  :i  liinnoroiii  cariiMtutc. 

'   bV;  llic  .ii.i;oiiip.iii.vinij  view  t'l  Abbcy-sqviiirc. 
Vol..  U,       ( 
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is  uisTuuv   or  ciiEsTKi;. 

purvey  it.  In  consequence,  tlij  ruw  ol'  !ai-.;:;f  stniie  pillai.. 
was  vcnioved  from  tlie  centre  more  towards  tlie  e:'.?t  s-idc. 
and  a  row  of  >liops  buiit  along  l!io  west  side,  hi  rcniov- 
\ng  these  ijiilar.-;,  one,  wliicli  stood  at  (lie  corner  of?,!  r. 
Broster's  shop  (now  Mr.  Pover's)  was  broken  oft"  at  i  he 
toj),  and  the  corporation  made  a  ]ires',-,nl  of  it  to  Uic  dean 
"~  and  chapter,  to  niahe  an   oheii.^k,  to  be  erected  in  the 

centre  of  the  Abbey-^-qiei.re,  where  it  nov\'  Ktandb." 
•/  ""    •'/"••■'^  While  the  conve!it:ial  buildings  were  yet  i-Uanding, 

'^'' ■'■'   '''  "'^       die   principal  entrance  was  from  the  Morthgate-street, 

/"  " "  ' ':'  ■■' '"  under  the  great  Abbey-gate,  which  led  into  a  space  nearly 
'■"''!'  ■"'"'''  co-extensi-c  vv'ith  the  ]irerenc  Abbey-J:qiiare,  jurroundc;. 
'  ';  ■■'''<■■_(  /.''r. -I /-It .  </  (-  <i  ft  ^^^  th.rcc  sides  with  offices  of  fne  convent,  and  on  tlie 
^'"^■^'•J' ■  •■  .'-y-^  /"../  -.  i'>'.^  fourth  by  the  abbot's  house,  .^candlng  on  the  si'c  of  llic 
n/- '  '  '".'-'  "'  -'"'"^  '.'  ''^  "'•'"" '^  present  episcopal  palace.  In  the  north  easi.  angle  of  tliis 
"-/■!:cy<cc  C../U  .-/k<-,,.  /.  y,,c  ^fjj...,.|2  y,-^j  gt,  Thomas's  c'lr.pcl  (a  sketch  of  which  is 
•'- '  ^  "  1''"^^  /-'''-  '"'' ■i^-'-y  '^  subjoined)  \vhere  the  dean's  honse  now  s!an(is;  and  in  the 
•"-' -  '"  •"<■//'■/<•  .',. '.r  ^'y.  A  iio^-fji  ^._-j_>:;'^  ^'-^gl'')  aiiodicr  entrance  from  d:e  city  i:y  tlic 
''■■  .•'•'■''  ..,-■-''■.'/  .'.  .  ^- .  /  K,  .,y  Litdc  Abbey-gate,  still  existing.  Oat  of  ili':  square,  tlierc 
"'"'''  ■•<-r,U.(  ■>•■■  <• .  I  .  c  o  .' (.  K,  y  ,^  gQQd  avenue  leading  to  the  u'alls,  KaJ.e-yards,  &c. 
""^^  ^- '<'",''  V  '^  ■■■  ^'-■- ^  A.-^.,,  A.  i-^WQii  Abbey-street,  from  whence,  on  ilie  right,  there  i^ 
.,/''<<(  '•</  /.'•t  ,'<.^^  ,y  ,?/  /, /c  a  roa;]  into  the  cathedral,  through  the  cloisters,  and  on  the 
'/  ''''''  "'"•"■''-  '.*■''.'''  left,  a  range  of  exeeHent  houses.  Ail  this  section  of  tlie 
'  '  "y  city  is  dfan  and  chapter  property ;  and  being  extra-  paro- 
'^  chial,  is  not  subject  to  local  t::xatio.),  as  poor-rates,  ivc. 
'■"'"'•'/'.:    '  '"    /■•"'■•^   '''/'''  In  approaching   the    Kor.Ii-gere,  and jnst  when  \\-e 

'''■■"     ''.'/"'"      -w.,-<^  ./  ^^^,^^j^   ^j^^   j^.|,|.j^   Abhe-y-gale,  already  r.oticed,  the  street 

■'''   ■  '"   ':"'y    •-'•'',    ..'/v    ^<-/.       ;.p..^],j  narrows 5  and  [^a.-smg  Abbey-green  r.n  the  I'ight. 
''"■,"     '';■'"'■■    ■     ■-   '-'■..'    ^'  '•' -^  and  the  Pied  L'ull,*  a  respectable  inn  for  traveller:.,  on  the 

■■'''"    '•"'      "  •'   '      ' "-g/ ''• ' '     ''  Jq[V^    ;m    o,,e,j  space,   used  as  a ')otaiO(vniariCcc,  open,- to 

•'->'"    '■  -■/"■•''    ^'  "  '^^     ^'    -^  '^'''  y  '  /  view.    Atthc  extremity  of  tliis  area,  a  g:;ou  b:  ick  biniding 
'  "    '   "•"'    "  •■   ''"-    '""■•f^<-<    '^    j,;j>^  been  erected  by  the  corporation,  the  ui''    r  part  con- 


./. 


/.-,/,...,,-<      //. 
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verted  inu!  a  reservoir,  v.'lfich  is,  or  oag.it  to  oe,  co:isuintiy 
'■  tilled  with  water,  to  supply  that  iieeessary  element  in  ca.-:: 
■^    of  lire.     The  apariments    biueath  are  ■.iceiqiicd  as  de[io- 


<■../'■  ;..,.■>.  I         •-.       /  ,  ,    s  <:  •   (.;.,  (lioi:i!hof.I.mu!.v.  i;;y.  a   .s-  l^';:;v':i..l  ;u  ta.  >!Jjlcibil,i::,;- 

,<'      r.   .■c,«<(       :/      ,    <-^v      .-.    v>/ .'.     /.....    "'n ''U  iliis  imi,  whicliwas  iUi'.nnl;d  Willi  liij  Its  of '.:''c.     The  ho.itUTli:ivi:i;; 
>  LI  II  I      I     •.     LO'lc  Jitj  thciiay-luft.  v.'ii;iiili.:Iili;a  caiuUi,  v.'.dle  iiiristaiaof  intox;   ilion, 

,       ^'       ,      ^        ,    ,  tft  ha  111  thfi  con  biisiiUl..-.  .-.ml  v.-;n  bi  iu>  to  dealli. 

•  u  ,  I   ,  (        /■ .  ,  ,     '  ,  ^  /  i  r(       f/,      O/  f    r  ,-( 

■.,       A       r-       /..,.,.     .....,,..,»,/-,       ;/       ,  :.      .../^^.rC        //.../      /.  c        /<>./      //.  <      /.  .   ,  ,      /,..^ 

.,,,/r....      iLc'     I:  ,,<■,.'  C.-,jL         ■■■■       lU^       h,.-.,.o.<^lcc^       ic-      /<<.'      .   -.    '.        t,.,..'l,^.,tl. 

cU.j^        .'.,',.£         r'wc  ,^^"/.■  ,<r        //.A       ,.-l,c-i^      :,,l-c         .-,,,,,■,,  c_,,     ,     ,,-A.,       ,,>       ;.,..<:.'<<. 

,<      //■>       ../rr.<       /■ .ir<        /(■.,(■<•_ „f       A,, ",<:'/      /;..x       /."■,-.•<:,.        ,,,,<,.     .■A.,,./,",, 

...     ,.,A/     /..-./"<      -  '  ■ 
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s'llories  for  the  fire  engines,  ;ind  other  suitiibitj  apparatus. 
Tlie  a;'raniiC!ri(.:iis  ibr  this  importnnt  i^oniou  of  police 
!e;;uhitioi)s  aro  now  undvi'  tlie  siipcrinteiulciice  of  a 
coUMr.ittCc,  \i'ho  ha\'u  aclopK  i  ^-cvmj  a^unii'ab'iC  measure's 
prouiptly  to  liK.'i.'t  and  countcn;c:  'lior.l-inningoL'cuvrencr 
of  accidental  lire. 

Iiiiniodiatcly  adjoining  iliis  ;;v.i');('t  ;irc  tho  dwcllii'-g- 
hoasc    and   extensive    brewery  of  I\ir.  (i.  '^aicai.     Tliese 
jn-eiiu.-ics  in   the  early  jjart  of  the  l:i-t  efuluv)',  were  occ'i- 
jiicd  as  an  inn,  which  \vas  esteemed  one  of  the  [irineipaiin 
the   city;  it  bore  the  name  of  y/.c  F(«Vo//,.and  v.'as  for 
Miauy    yuirs  held   by    a    family  of  She  iiauiC  of  Kenna. 
Tiici'c  is  no  incident  or  two  connected  witli  this  hoi!?e 
■.^ orili  reUuing,  the   truth  of  i\hich  I  thaik  ip.i'.y  be  relied 
on,  as  they  res:  on  an  authority  ah'eady  quoted,  namely, 
the  US.  rcmai!'.:-  of  the  late  Alderman  Br.ostcr.     In  the 
year  I7^h  b'.  tiie  mayoralty  of  John  Miashnii,  boohseiler, 
the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  iu  hi?  jouriiey  to  I'arkiiate, 
stopped  at   Kenna's,  till  the  wind  served  for  bini  to  pro- 
ceed oji  his  journey.     On  the  morrung,  when  lie  and  bis 
suite  \\'orc  setting  olf,  one  of  the  waiters  ran  after  a  ser- 
vant  of  h",-;  Excellency,  to  demand   payu.eut  for  some 
articles  which  he  had  omitted  to  discharge.     The  servant 
refused  to  iniy,  and  the  waiter,  iiolding  his  iiorso's  bridle, 
insisted  on   bei:ig  jiaid  befoi'e   he   vcoultl  quit  his  hold;- 
upon  ^\■hicil  the  servant  drcv  a  pistol  from  his  Isolsters, 
and  siiot  the  M'aiter  (lead  upiji)  the  spot.     I'poa  the  man 
being  imin-i-oned,  the  lord  lit  urenant  directed   tiiat  it  he 
shoukl  be  convicted,  an  express  should   immediately  I'C 
sent   to   him,    that  he    might   apply   to   the  king  for  his 
pardon.     The  prisoner  v.-as  iried  and  fotmd  guilty ;  and 
the  n:ayor  being  informed  ol'  the   directions  of  the  lord 
jieutentmt,  replied,  "  I  will  take  care  to  save  his  majesty 
and  the  lord  lieutenant  any  fin-ther  trouble  in  this  nratter:" 
atul  ordered  th.e-  man  to  be  cNecutet!  the  next  dav  auei' hi.? 
iM!i'.  iiiiiin. 

Tlu-  oilier  recital  is  not.  les.-,  curious  ilian  the  above, 
Mr.  Samuel  Jarvis  was  a.  ribbon  weaver,  kepi-  a  small 
:diop   under  Shoemaker's-rove,  opposite  the. theatre,  and 
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livc'il  in  a  little  house  iidjoiiiini^' the  i'alcoii  imi,  iiua^ 
ob.-crvcd,  !ioWi.'\'cr,  tliat  this  individual  suddeidv  rni:_n\qoil 
iViiiii  [lovi'.ty  ;iii(l  obscurity  to  rcfpcclaliility  aiid  ailluciice, 
I'.iiliuui  the  ri;>[)e;!rai!ce  ol"  any  intermediate  change  of 
circiiiiistniicos.  It  is  said,  that  an  opulent  laulung-house 
in  I.oiulon  had  heeii  robbed  of  a  large  sum  of  money  by 
('ue  of  tlie  clerks,  who  absconding  with  the  property, 
came  down  to  Chcstci",  and  took  tij^  his  domicile  at  tlic 
l":dcri,i.  He  was  piir^'ued,  and  at  a  late  hour  one  night, 
Mliilst  he  was  in  bed,  he  heard  his  jmrsuers  belo\','  stairs; 
ui>on  v/hicli  he  rose  up,  thre\v  his  bags,  containing-  his 
treasui'p,  thrc  -gii  the  chau.bcr  \-.  indo^v  v.hicli  looked  in;o 
a  small  area  belonging  to  Mv.  Jarvis'--  house,  and  went  to 
bed  again.  He  was  secured  ;ni(i  conveyed  to  London, 
but  none  of  the  proj.'crty  having  hecii  iuund  upon  him,  he 
esea[)e(l  conviction  ;  but  siib-etjuerjlly  lor  another  ollence 
he  was  fountl  guil'.y  and  executed,  li  i^  addi;d,  that  Mr. 
Jarvis  found  tiie  bags  in  the  mornin.';  in  tise  area,  a  eirt'iun- 
stancc  corroborated  by  the  fu'.i,  ihnt  be  iniincdiately  :ifier 
cotnmencLd  a  -ilk  mei-cer  in  a  vei;.  extensive  line.  He 
also  puiehascd  a  large  estate  at  MoUingiuii,  near  Chester, 
where  he  built  a  handsome  house,  lately  occujiied  by  Mr. 
Roberts,  He  dying  without  issue,  his  juoiierty  came  to  a 
{oerson  of  the  name  of  Dob,  a  gardener  at  Greg's  Pit,  near 
the  Bowling-green,  whose  desce;i(!:H;ts  in  the  second 
generation  had  squandered  the  property,  and  left  no  male 
is.?ue.  Mr.  Jarvis  served  the  ofiice  of  mayor  of  Chester 
in  1742-3 ;  and  at  the  time  of  h.is  death,  v,-as  pricked 
down  for  high  sheriff  of  the  county  the  ensuing  year.  He 
was  buried  near  the  christcniisg  font  in  Si.  Oswald's 
church. 

The  streets  and  avenues  which  diverge  fi-om  North- 
gate-street  within  the  v.;  ils,  are,  on  the  west,  Princess- 
street,  leading  towards  tlu-  liifa-marv ;  King-.-trect  (ibr- 
nu'iiy  called  ]>arn-l(im),  a(  the  extreniiiy  of  v.-iiieh  is  an 
elegant  rang;;  of  jiouses,  called  King's-bnildings,  opening 
to  anotlier  line  of  neat  clean  dwellings,  vSt.  Martin's-in- 
the-Fieids  :  ami  clo-e   to    the  Noriii-.':ate,  a  narre.w  way, 
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i;i;<lci-  ami  |):;ialk'l  willi  the  wnik,  as  far  :i>  iIk- \\  iiter- 
t.iwcr,  wliirli  was  atielonlly  (leiiomiiiafed  /<(/£,'i;-/«//c. 
■riitie  are  no  oilier  tlu)r(JU^■llt■are:^  on  the  east  bide,  tliaii 
ihose  ah-eady  si'LjitiiMieil.  Werburgh-strcet,  Abbey-court, 
ami  the  Little  Abbey-gate.  A  view  luid  descriptiun  has 
already  been  yiveii  of  the  [ircseiit  North-gate  (vol.  i.  page 
;>•!:)),  and  tlie  fullou-iag  is  a  pretty  eorreet  rcprct-i-niiitiou 
of lljc  old  naie  before  it  \-';is  taken  down  : — 
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Imiiicdiattly  after  passing  under  this  gate,  \ve  cro:~s 
ail  arch  thrown  over  the  I'^lle.siacre  canal,  whicb,  how- 
ever, is  tiot  di^cernalile  from  the  street,  and  an  entirs- 
level  is  preserved.  Each  side  of  the  arch  or  bridge,  is 
well  giuirded  by  an  iron  railing,  from  the  tremendous 
precipice  below.  On  the  left  hand,  close  to  this  S'pot, 
-te.iiiU  di..'  anelenl  lio-nilal  ol  Si.  .lolui,  h'jlU  r  know  n  as 
the  bliie-eoiit  Sihool,  the  south.  N\ing  of  which  is  occu[)ie(l 
as  a  chapel  (or  divine  ^\•orship,  according  to  the  forms  ol 
ihe  cliurcli  of  Kngland  ;  it  is  extra- parochial,  is  denonii- 
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ii;;l(  (1  LittU-  St.  John',--,  and  is  in  l\:c  [,;;l,roniigo  c,t  'Jut 
corporiuiini.  TliL'  ccnu'c  is  occtipicd  by  tiie  scliocil-,  and 
llio  i-(';ii;ii!iii!';'  wh\'.^  is  \isc'd  (or  the- lioust:  ol  Uic  lur.sti-'r 
;.)i(l  otlicr  jj'.H'poses.  Eciiiiul  this  builc'iiis;-  ure  pi-vorid 
;;iin--i;i)iHts  tor  aj,fed  icnuik-F;  but  as  I  imisc  ueccssariiy 
rrcr.r  lo  this  subject  again,  I  sball  p;i5S  on. 

C  lusc  adjoining  to  tlrls  building  on  tl;c  nortb.  sidi', 
is  a  road  li'adin;;-  to  the  canal  whai'f,  iVoui  wlicncc  a 
j);;cLet  sails  daily  for  Liverpool,  which  has  latciy  re- 
rvh  vd  the  nanic  of  Ciinal-.strcel: ;  oiU  of  v.iiich  divcigcs 
another  palii,  leading  to  Stone-bridge,  SaiighaU,  &c. 
E.viictJy  opposite  the  toi)  of  Canal-slrcet  is  George-street, 
leading  to  iSIcw-town  and  Fiookersbroolc,  having  on  the 
left  a  lane,  denondnated  W'indi.iili-lane,  so  called  from  :i 
mill  situated  at  its  extremity  near  the  Baehe,  where  tiic 
I'.iuidi:;  of  St.  Werbiu-gh,  and  ;il'ier',vard>  the  tenants  of 
the  (lean  and  cliaprer  had  the  /;/-i(.'?7t-'f;  of  griuditig  their 
corn.  Kearly  at  the  to;)  of  the  sotith  side  of  tiils  street  is 
(he  diocesan  school,  80  feet  long  by  3',)  wide  ;  it  v.as 
built  by  public  subscrii)tion  in  1813,  and  is  under  the 
p;iFron;>ge  ofilie  bi-hop  of  the  diocese. 

There  is  no  particular  object  in  Inii'i'icr  Nurthgtilc- 
street,  tiuit  claims  any  particular  notice,  either  ironi  the 
historian  or  anti(iuariaii.  Jt  coutains  a  few  good  houses, 
but  they  are  thinly  scattered  amongst  many  inferior  ones  ; 
tlte  street,  however,  is  wide  and  capacious,  and  form--,  il 
not  an  elegant,  at  least  a  commodious  entry  to  this  part 
of  the  city.  At  the  furtiicr  end,  there  arc  two  roads 
verging  from  the  centre,  the  one  on  tlic  left  h;md  leading 
10  Mollington  and  Pnr!;gate ;  the  other,  oa  the  riglit, 
conducting  to  EiiStiiam,  iiufi  the  Liverpool  ferries  on  the 
Mersey.  On  the  ground  in  front,  wliich  divides  these 
roads,  is  an  excellent,  brick  building,  \vhich  apjiears  to 
great  advantage,  built  by,  and  the  residenceof  J.  l"letchcr, 
i-Is(|.  'I'he  top  of  tliis  mansion  is  surmounted  with  a  glass 
<-upol;i.  lorming  ;>.u  exeeileiit  observatory,  aiul  tulmirably 
-iti:ai-u,  on  aeeomit  of  its  great  elevation,  particularly  on 
the  Western  point,  for  such  a  purpose.  On  tins  s])ol 
fc'rmerlv  stood  the  ehureii  of  St.  Thomas,  or  Thomas  a  • 
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iiCcUft,  wiucli  is  liistinctly  nuirlvcd  on  llic  plan  of  Ciicstt  r, 
pub'.ishc;!  by  Daniel  Kiiii;,  and  probably  taken  about 
1620.  A  contciiiporaiy  says  it  ^vas  convcrtetl  into  a 
<h>-clliug-liousc  by  AUloriiian  Richard  Duttoii,  wlio  served 
the  odicc  of  mayor  of  the  city  in  1G27,  and  was  afccr^vards 
called  Jo!'i/'s  lln'J.  \n  Kil.J,  it  shared  tlic  fate  or  must 
otiier  buildings  in  the  snb'.;rb.~,  and  was  demolidied,  that 
it  ndght  not  ailord  shelter  to  the  cnoniy,  during  the  i^iegc. 
I  have  been  informed,  that  in  turning  up  the  ground  iu 
Rlr.  Fletcher's  garden,  at  the  time  of  building  his  house, 
numerous  rcliques  were  found,  indicative  of  the  site  h.aviug- 
been  a  place  of  ancient  sepulture. 

A  little  beyond  Mr.  Fletcher's  house,  on  the  iJaehe 
v'jad,  there  is  an  CAcellcnt  stone  mansion  built  about  a 
dozen  years  ago  by  the  late  Mascie  Taylor,  Esq. ;  and  since 
occupied  by  the  late  Rev.  Mr,  Molineux;  and  on  tlie 
oppt)sile  side  of  the  roiid,  another  lias  been  erected  by 
Mr.  Jolui  l^ewis,  comptroller  of  the  customs.  Tliesc  arc 
both  delightfully  situated,  and  the  grounds  tastefully  laid 
out.  Ijut  1  am  rennndcd,  that  I  have  travelled  as  far  iu 
this  direction  as  my  proposed  phin  will  allow,  particularly 
as  it  is  my  purpose  to  take  an  excursive  vieiv,  in  a  sepa- 
rate article,  of  the  suburbs.  I  must,  therefore,  at  present 
return  to  the  Cros--,  in  order  to  complete  r.iy  itinerary  of 
the  city,  by  a  survey  of 

BtuuGE-STUKET.—Tliis  sircct  is  550  yardr.  long,  tmd 
is  generally  '.vide  and  commodious;  it  is  divided  into 
Upper  and  Luwcr,  the  division  being  marked  by  St. 
Michael's  church  and  the  road  leading  to  tlie  new  bridge. 
The  view  from  the  Cross  evtcnds  nearly  to  the  bottom  oi 
the  street,  and  the  variety  in  the  buildings,  in  wliich  are 
intermingled  the  antique  and  the  modern,  of  diiilrent 
sizes  and  forms,  presents  a  grotesciuc appearance.  On  the 
cast  side,  the  modern  huiUilngs  arc  more  general  the 
^■h>q)^  in  the  su\'et,  tor  a  considerable  di-iaiiec.  being 
iH-rupied  by  tlie  to-.s'ii  buiidicrs  ;  the  street  shops  on  the 
western  side  are  of  a  ir.dre  resj'ectablc  character,  being 
principally  cccupieil  by  ironmongers,  grocers,  tobacco- 
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iii-!~,   ch^iiidlcr.-,  aii'l  uliiL-r  niail  vli-alcri.     Tlij  aiiliqi.i;-. 
ol"  till.-  city  i^  ill   jio  jtlace  more  coiis])icuou3  ihun  in  thi:, 
ii)tui(.'.-tln^' stiTct.    Evfry  gradation  ofarcliilccuirc,  I'roiu 
i!r.>   null.'  clumsy  wooden  liut,  to  the  open  airy  coiiiiiiodi- 
oits   hold,   li  licrc  <!isj)Iaycd ;  and  it  is   not  [)ci-lia[).s  tlic 
1(  ;i-i  \\ui'i)iy  of  observation,  to  see  the  awLward  conlinc- 
iiniii  >A'  low  close  rooms,  gradually  yieidinir  to  ijie  mor,: 
Lealtliful  taste  of  modern  building,     'i'lr^  oriLjinal  jdan  ol 
ilie  houses  (if  tiiere  was  any  plan  at  all)  >L'vm<  to  have 
been  in   the  cottage   style,  with  the  gable  end  of  each  (o 
faee  the  street.     This  mode  certainly  gi\'e.s  great  extent 
of  premises  behind,  but  rendei'S  the  imier  rooms  and  stair- 
cases rather  dark.     The  curious  observer  will  discover  in 
this  street,  that   the   square  brick   iront~   uf  some  of  thv 
l.o'-ses,  are  p.otLi:.g  more  thai:  a  ^.-all  carried  up  as  Li. h 
as  :Lj  ri.lje  ci  the  rojf;   tijus  havii.g  ii.c  a;.'[:e<ira;:cc  of  a 
l::ii.u';.j:;ie  modern  house,  while  tlic  inrer:..:-   retains  mo^t 
of  its  oi'iginal  furmation.     In  tlii-   part  of  the  city  a  great 
deal  of  business  is  carried  on,  it  being  the  only  lliorough- 
fare  to   and  from  the  principality.     It  is  lu  be  regretted, 
thai  while  the  magistrates  were  fixing  upon  suitaide  places 
tor  markets  for  the   -ale  of  various  commodities,  they  did 
not  appoint  some   other  mart  than  this  street  I'or  that  of 
coal.     The  long  range  of  coal  carts,  sometimes  extending 
in  a  line  from  below  Pepper-street  to  the  Feathers  hotel, 
is  a  nuisance  that  ought  to  be  abated;  and  besides,  taking 
into  account  the  conflux  of  people  and  the  immber.s  of 
carriages  frequently  collected  togcthcj-,  renders  their  sta.- 
tion  hei'c  not  less  dangerous  than  disagreeable. 

'ilie  first  turning  from  Bridge-street  on  the  right 
hiiad,  is  Con:imonliall-street,  which  is  thus  described  by 
old  Webb:— "As  you  descend  from  the  High  Cross,  u])oi! 
the  Avest  side  lyes  a  lane  anciently  called  N'omnan's-lanc, 
and  many  yet  call  it  Comrnonhall-lanc,  because  it  was 
situate  at  a  great  hall,  where  the  jileas  of  the  city,  :ind  the 
courts  whereol,  and  meetings  of  the  mayor  and  his  bre- 
ihreu  were  once  luMcw,  ■M\i.\\t]o\\\i  St.  Alban's-lanc," 
(Weaver's-lane).  'I'here  seems  to  be  some  diflieulty  in 
fixing  the  exact  spot  where  the  common-liali  stood;  it 
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lias  bcLii  jifi'iriiiod  by  soiiK',  that  it  occupied  tho  .•■itc  of  s 
buiUiiiig  u.si'd  by  Mr.  U'ilcuxon,  a?  a  dissenting  mceting- 
bousc ;  but  by  others,  particularly  Oruierod,  \vitli  greater 
jirobability,  that  it  stood  on  the  sr;////i  side  of  the  street, 
near  to  several  alms-houses  wbicli  are  still  existing,  and 
\vl)erc  i)reviously  stood  a  decayed  chapel,  dedicated  to  Si. 
Ursula.*'  Oil  the  south  side  of  this  street  also  stood  the 
monastery  of  llie  White  Friars,  or  Caraielitcs,  which 
exhibited  a  fine  spire,  built  in  149G,  and  taken  down  in 
159";  the  antiquarian  Webb  pathetically  laments  the 
removal  of  this  ornament,  in  the  following  language  : — 
'■k  was  a  great  pitie  that  the  steeple  was  put  away,  being 
a  great  ornament  to  tlie  fitie.  This  curious  spire  steeple 
might  still  have  stood  for  grace  to  the  citie,  had  not 
private  benefit,  the  devourer  of  antiquitic,  pulled  it  down 
v.ith  the  church,  and  erected  a  house  for  more  coninio- 
ditie,  which  since  hath  been  of  little  use,  so  that  the  citie 
lost  so  goodly  an  ornament,  that  tymes  hereafter  may 
more  talk  of  it,  being  the  only  sea-mark  for  direction 
over  the  bar  of  Chester."  Commonhall-street  contains 
likewise  H  Welsh  Calviaistic  chapel,  and  au  extensive 
shot  manufactory,  witli  a  high  circular  tower,  built  by  the 
late  Mr.  John  Mellor,  and  now  carried  on  by  Mr.  Ellis. 
A  little  lower  down  Bridge-  street,  on  the  same  side  is  a 

Lirry-\M'.i:.  w hicli  has  no  oilitr  eoir.niuiiicaiion  but  v^'uh  c-w 
adjoiningeourl,  though  in  the  time  of  tiie  ancient  surve\',il 
had  a  [)as-;age  to  the  commouliail,  ami  \\  as  called  Pcrjtoinl- 
lane.  Immediately  opposite  this  >pot,  is  ihel'ealhersllutel, 
an  inn  of  very  superior  character,  and  now  kept  by  ^Av. 
William  Jones.  Willi  this  hou^e  is  connceted  an  exten- 
sive coaching  e.-tablishment,  from  whence  conveyances 
maybe  had  to  every  part  uf  the  kingdom,  and  the  coi;;:erri 
is  sustained  with  commendable  spirit,  under  the  auspices 
of  Me-srs.  Jones  and  Ilcrljcrt.  Close  t.i  this  spot,  are 
still  preserved  in   a  leler.iblv  pc-rleei  >iaie,  il;o  n  niaiu>.  oi 

•  The  lily  I'ourif  ucrt  removed  fvoiii  liii.-  Mud  lo  fcl.   >ichol;.;-cliiil'c!. 
■nfctr?  'l.c  ihc.Tic  nou-  -.Lniuli.  in  ll'.c  veru'  l.i-ii. 

vor,.  n.     n 
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n  livpucau-i,  aiitl  of  a  sweating  balh..  (loijiriiy  uuicli  ii. 
iisi!  among  the  Hoiuaiis,  as  a  superlative  iuwiry,  ■wlilcli  will 
be  uioi-e  i)articularly  notjced  in  our  (iesciijition  u( Iloinan 
Jnliqiuiies.  A  narrow  and  inconvenient  jiassage  \\('~  a 
lew  paces  below,  called  the  Featliers-lane,  at  the  top  i.f 
wliicli  are  tlie  stabling  and  coaeh-Iiouses  of  the  inn.  Tlic 
eontinuity  of  the  row  is  broken  by  this  passage,  on  each 
side  of  which  there  is  necesifarily  a  steep  flight  of  steps. 
to  connect  the  upi)er  with  the  lower  part  of  the  walk, 
\\hich  is  both  dangerous  and  nnfoemly.  As  t!il.-  road 
heK'n_i;-s  of  right  to  the  proprietor  of  the  Feathers  inn,  ii.  is 
iLn)  nnich  to  expect  tiiat  it  will  be  relincinished  for  the 
pubHe  couNeiiienee  ;  but  it  is  a  SLibjeet  of  surprise,  if  not 
of  censure,  that  tiie  police  commissioners  have  not  long 
since  entered  into  some  arrangement  with  the  owner,  to 
block  it  up,  particularly  as  the  back  part  of  the  premises 
might  be  easily  approached  front  Pepi)er-street.  As  the 
value  of  the  property  from  this  lane  to  Michael's  church 
is  materiallv  deteriorated  by  this  interruption  of  the  row, 
it  is  nut  less  ^vonderful  that  the  owners  conjointly  have 
not  seen  it  to  be  their  interest  to  elTect  such  a  compromise. 
About  eighty  paces  below  this  lane,  on  the  same  side, 
stands  St.  Michael's  church,  through  the  arched  porch  ot 
which  the  row  is  contiimed,  and  here  terminates.  On 
the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  stood  the  church  of  St. 
Bridget,  and  this  quarter,  from  the  contiguity  of  the  two 
sacred  edifices,  received  the  ap[)elIatlon  of  The  Two 
Churches.  A  gateway  formerly  crossed  tiie  street  between 
St.  Bridget's  and  St.  Michael's  churches,  dividing  the 
Higher  from  tlie  Louver  Bridge-street. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  extensive  imjn'ove- 
ments  and  alterations  in  and  about  our  castle  and  county- 
hall,  ii  new  bridge  across  tiie  JJee,  from  the  south-eastern 
angle  of  the  Roodeye,  M-ith  approaches  to  it  suitable  to 
the  magnitude  of  the  undertaking,  was  nnquestionaljly 
ei-iUemplaled  by  the  late  Mr.  Harrison,  whom  the  county 
liad  the  :;ood  fortune  to  engage  as  its  talented  architect. 
To  the  aieompli-.hment  of  these  desiderata,  however, 
nunicr'Mi.-.     and    foiinidnble     obi-tacles     were     ojipo-';d, 
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particularly  us  lin'y  iiivi)lvecl  various  coiillicling  iiit(?rcstf. 
it  \v;i;i  foiiteiickil,  tlmt   ihc  erection  of  a  new  bridge  on 
the    ]u-opobCil  site,   ami  the  ^livel■^ioll  Oi"  the  road  in  tli;u 
■  direction,    would    e;^entiid!y   lessen   tlie  valno  of  all  the 

propertv  in  Lu^ver  Bri(ige->treot,  and  in  Handbridge; 
and  further,  that  ihe  old  bridge  and  its  approaches  were 
capnijic  of  such  improvements,  as  would  render  liic- 
project  of  but  trifling  advantage.  The  former  branch  of 
tliia  argument  \\-as  undoubtedly  entitled  to  c.-nsideration, 
tliough  probably  the  esiimate  of  loss,  as  represented  by 
,  (he  knul-owiiers,  was  not  a  little  exaggerated.     As  to  the 

I  cajKibilides  for  in:provenient  in  the  old  structure,  and  the 

I  avenues  leading   to   and    from  it,   though  admitted  to  a 

\'-  certain    extent,    there  are   i)hysical  causes  beyond   the 

I  ■  power  of  removal,  which  render  that  line  of  read  inisus- 

i        _  cepliblc  of  convenience  or  comniodiousncss.    The  steep- 

!;■■  ness  of  the  hill  on  the  Handbridge  side  of  the  river,  ^vith 

i  the  suddenness  and  narrowness  of  its  turn  at  the  summit, 

S        _.  and  the  great  acclivity  of  the  lovt'er  part  of  Bvidge-street, 

;  will  always  necessarily    render   this   road  for  carriages 

;  both  diilicult  and  dangerous.      Nor,  in   estimating   the 

comparative  advantages  of  the  two  lines,  should  it  be 
;  forgotten,  that  from   the  centre  of  the  city,  the  new  one, 

j  besides  preserving  a  perfect  level,  will  save  several  hun- 

'.  dred  yards  in  point  of  distance.  With  tiiose  who  calculate 

only  on  the  principle  of  iintnediate  profit  or  loss,  in 
pounds,  shillings  and  pence,  all  arguments  drav/n  from 
the  improved  appearance  of  the  city,  v,-oukl  pass  for 
nothing ;  but  men  of  taste,  and  those  who  look  forward 
with  enlarged  minds  to  ullimatc  results,  will  see  abundant 
'  reason  for  present  admiration  as  well  ;'.?  future  anticipa- 

tion of  advantage,  from  the  completion  of  the  plans  no'.v 
f  in  progress.     Before  the  commencement  of  these,   our 

I  fine  castle,  county-hall,   and  the  circumjacent  buildings 

connected  therewith,  the  i\nest  specimens  of  architectural 
beamy  in  k.urope,  were  almost  entirely  obscured  trom 
public  observation;  while  the  principal  and fllmost  only 
approach  to  them  was  by  a  narrow,  uneven  street  or  lane, 
nearly  at  one  extr-mity  of  the  city,  where  (here  is  liardly 
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iMiiin  tui-  l«-o  f;iri-i;i:;i.'?  to  stand  abreast.  ]!y  ilic  forma- 
tioii  lit'  till-  iK'w  road,  all  tlK'se  attractive  ohji'cts  an- 
Ihrown  uin'U  tu  lull  view,  to  Mhicli  is  snperadilrd,  tlu- 
biaiilil'id  stone  church  of  St.  Bridget;  and  uhen  the  m'\*- 
bridi^'e,  unrivalled  for  the  dimensions  of  its  arch,  is  coni- 
jileted,  and  tlse  line  of  road  perfected  to  Overlegli,  \\c 
-  shall  have  one  of  the  richest,  promenades  that  can  i)e 
imagined. 

It  is  impossible  to  contemplate  the  consunimalion  of 
these  improvements,  not  less  useful  than  ornamental, 
without  being-  assured  that  our  city  will  become  a  point  of 
ijeneral  attraction.  The  new  bi'idge  at  Bangor  hi'.s  di-awii 
thousands  of  people  from  every  part  of  the  kingdom  to 
behold  it  as  a  curiosity:  and  the  neighbourhood  has  been 
essentially  benefitted  by  the  amazing  influx  of  sti'angers. 
If  the  bridge  at  Chester  be  not  so  striking  an  object  of 
rarity,  it  will  nevertheless  command  peculiar  attention,  as 
being  uni(|ue  in  its  kind,  and  not  to  be  [iarallelle<l  in  this 
or  any  other  CGimrry.  \'\"e  kiio\\-  too,  that  the  beauties 
and  embellisliinents  of  any  place  have  no  snuill  influence 
in  determining  the  domicile  of  individuals  and  families 
who  have  not  previously  a  localized  habitatio'.i.  In  what- 
ever jjoint  of  view  the  subject  is  considered,  and  taking 
into  account  the  additional  tolls,  necessarily  created  by 
the  ex'pence,  to  me  it  appears  certain,  that  the  remunera- 
tion, even  in  a  pecuniary  sense,  \vill  more  than  compen- 
sate for  the  requisite  sacrifice. 

It  has  already  been  remarked,  that  although  several 
intelligent  and  influential  individuals  incessantly  urged 
the  advantage  of  a  new  bridge,  with  suitable  approaches, 
numbers  of  others  were  opposed  to  them.  However,  on 
the  18th  September,  1818,  a  town's  meeting  was  held  in 
the  Exchange,  at  which  the  two  following,  among  other 
resolutions,  were  adopted  : — "  That  the  erection  of  ano- 
ther bridge,  in  addition  to  the  prea'nt  one,  would  bo 
highly  beneficial  to  the  public  at  large— to  the  county  and 
city  of  Chester  in  particular ;  and  as  a  national  under- 
taking' most  important  to  the  intercourse  !iet\veen  I'^ngiand, 
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\\'[\\c>,  aiul  Ii-('l;iiiil.  'J'hut  iiDllci;  be  iiDHU'dialely  i^ivfii, 
in  order  that  applicatiuu  may  be  made  to  parliament,  ai. 
ibe  ensiling'  session,  by  Mr.  Finebett,  and  that  the  business 
relaii;)'''  thereto  be  transacted  by  him,  as  sohclior  to  tlie 
iindcrtakint^-,"  fi:e.  These  resolutions  \iere  rendered 
abortive  by  the  violent  oi'[>o-^it;iin  made  to  the  measure, 
and  the  project  U'as  der-tined  to  shimberl'or  nearly  another 
seven  years.  In  \S'2  1,  lio\\-ever,  the  plan  was  revived 
v,-ilh  increased  energies,  and  in  the  month  of  June  (lie 
loliowing  year,  an  act  of  parliament  \va>  passed  to  carry 
the  iin])rovemcnts  into  ciiect,  By  tliis  act,  powers  were 
taken  by  commissioners  for  the  erection  of  liic  bridge, 
making  the  apjjroaches,  puUin:^  down  St.  ]3ridg'et's  ebiireli, 
and  rebnildint;  it  on  another  site,  as  well  as  for  v/idening 
the  old  bridge.  'I'hc  three  last  objects  have  been  acconi- 
plislied  at  the  lime  1  write  (July,  1S30)  and  the  first  is 
in  a  consitlerable  state  of  forwardness.  The  new  line  of 
road  commences  from  the  end  of  Pepper-street,  taking  in 
tiie  site  of  the  late  St.  Bridgel's  church,  crossing  in  an 
oblique  direction  Cn[)pin  and  Jiuncc-streets,  and  jiassing 
further  on,  the  extreme  ends  of  Nicholas  and  Castle- 
streets,  where,  on  the  left,  stands  the  grand  entrance 
gate  to  the  esplanade  and  the  castle.  The  road  will  then 
proceed  in  a  direct  line  over,  and  on  a  level  with  the 
walking  path  of  the  walls  to  the  bridge,  and  so  on  till  it 
reaches  Overlcgh,  where  it  joins  the  Denbighshire  and 
Flintshire  roads. 

It  is  a  subject  of  deep  regret,  tliat  the  commi.-sioner* 
did  not  obtain  powers  by  the  act  of  parliament,  for  pur- 
chasing a  sufficient  quantity  of  land  on  each  side  the  new 
road  to  build  a  range  of  good  houses  from  the  entrance 
from  Bridge-street  to  St.  Bridget's  church,  and  for  com- 
pelling persons  to  build  on  a  ]n'escrlbed  jilan.  Tliere 
is  probably  no  situation  in  or  about  the  city  possessing 
sneb  imposing  claims  to  elegant  buildings ;  nnd\et,  for 
\\ant  n!  llie  precaution  ju^t,  mentioned,  the  [u-estnt  ap- 
j)earanec  is  unseendy  and  paltry.  In  one  place  is  a  dead 
Mall,  thirty  or  forty  yards  long,  in  another,  bioken  frag- 
ments   of  Jiierni   houf^es,   here  an   old  barn  or  stidile,  raid 
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i'K>->'  ii'  iliv'  luK- oC  i\i:ul,  il:v'  N\n!'l>s  1.11  ihe  ijas  compiiny. 
.mil  iiii  i-\i.-ii-i\  t'  M):i[)i-ry.  I  bilios  o  i  ik' c■omnu^^ionel•s, 
.•■.  well  ;i.s  (hr  |iulilii',  .srr  iipd  ir';i-ct  ll.;il  W  ant  of  rort'!:ii;-!lt 
wliii-h  lo;i\c.->  t!ii.s  ino.<!  inu'i\siiiii;-  [nirlioil  of  tlic  city  in 
Ml  iiii-i-r;!hlL"  a  foiuliiitiii ;  and  I  leara  cfibrts  are  nou" 
iiiakiiii^-  for  a  ucw  appiicatioii  to  p.irii;i!.iont,  for  enlarged 
powers  to  accomplish  that  u-hich  ou-ht  lo  have  been 
^ecurcd  by  the  original  measure  of  legislation.  Some 
jiians  for  an  elegant  street  here  ha/e  been  circulated,  but 
as  there  are  many  conflicting  interests,  I  am  quite  satis- 
fied, that"  unless  another  act  of  parliament  be  obtained, 
they  will  never  be  carried  into  execution.  An  account  of 
the  ne^^'  bridge  will  be  found  under  the  head  of  '•  Public 
Building?."  To  this  skeleton  of  a  street,  the  police  coni- 
nii."ioiier<  hi'.ve  afiixed  the  name  oi  Grasvjnor-street. 

The  first  building  in  tin-  road,  and  two  gooUhops 
fronliug  15ridge-stivct,  stand  on  the  sice  of  an  ohl  edifice, 
loniiLi-ly  well  Kuowi:  in  Chester,  by  the  name  of  the 
Luinb  How.  On  the  ba.-reincnt  Hoor  were  two  or  three 
small  shops  ;  the  fir^t  floor,  in  front  of  which  M'as  an  open 
space  of  several  yards,  ^^•as  ascended  by  a  flight  of  stone 
steps  outside,  going  from  Cuppin-street,  and  the  upper 
part  of  the  biiiiding  was  supported  by  clum.=;y  wooden 
pillars.  The  franie-wor'K  was  of  Mood,  and  the  insten-tices 
of  Inizel  twigs,  plastered  over  with  clay  and  mortar.  The 
exact  period  of  the  erection  of  this  building  is  not  known  ; 
it  was  probably  about  the  middle  of  the  17th  century,  and 
it  was  most  likely  the  residence  of  one  of  the  Randal 
Holmes.  Both  these  speculations  are  supported  by  the 
records  of  the  corporation  ;  in  16/0,  the  assembly  ordered, 
that  "  the  nuisance  erected  by  Randal  Holme  in  his  new 
building  in  Bridge-street  (near  to  the  two  churches)  be 
taken  down,  as  it  annoys  his  neighbours,  and  hinders  their 
pi-(wp.'ct  frciii  their  houses."  The  following  year,  ''  Mr. 
Ilohiu',  painter,  was  fined  ol.  C\s.  8(/.  for  contempt  to  the 
Mayor,  in  proceeding  in  liis  building  in  Bridge-street."  It 
«ppear.s,  ho^vever.  that  the  bitildiiig  Mas  not  taken  down  ; 
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il,   was.  MibbL;i]iieutly  cojn'crtcd   into  a  lavcni,  litaiviii!;  an 

'iiilward    and    visible  s-igii   of  jfVic   Lduih,    from  wliciu'c- 

.isose   (lie   iiaiiic  of   the  Laiiih  liaiv.     Tlie  iiceoi)i|jauyiiig 

sketch   of  this   ukl    structure  will  convey  a  better  idea  of 

itir-    dangerous    and   dilapidated    state   than    any   written 

description,  by  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  upoer  part 

overhung   the  liase,    aiid   bent    forwiinl  in   an    alarming 

position.     In    May,    IS2],    Time,    the   slow   but    certain 

contiueror  of  all    huniau   skill,  witli   an  invisible   hand, 

touched    the    edifice,    ;;nd    the  M'hole   front  of  the  upper 

ajjartmcnts,  with  the  fore  part  of  the  roof,  fell  suddenly 

into  the  street.     Although  this  happened  \vhile  several  of 

the  inmates  were  in  the  interior,  and  at  the  noon-time  of 

ilay,  M'hen  many  persons  were  walking  to  and  fro  in  the 

street,  not  the  slightest  injury  was  sustained  by  any  one. 

I  The  ruins  and  the  grouuil  on  which  they  stood,  ^vere  j)ur- 

L  chased  by  Edward  Roberts,  Esq.  vvlio  built  several  good 

\  shops   upon    the  site;   but   it  will  be  a  subject  of  lasting 

I  regret,  that  some  aujicable  arrangements  were  not  come 

i'  to,  for  these  buildings  being  thro\\n  further  back,  so  as 

(  to  M-iden  the  street,   wliich  in  tliis  part  is  tie  narrowest 

t  and  most  inconvenient. 

I 

;  Cuppiii's-strect,   so   called,   as    li'adition    ^ays,    from 

I  licensed  bagnios,  or  cupphig-honses,  being  situated  here, 

.  is  immediately  on  the  south  side  of  the  buildings  just 

i  mentioned:  it  is  cut  in  two  by  the  intersection  of  the  new 

f  street;  is  but  narrow,  with  many  indifferent  houses,  and 

terminates  at  Martin's  Ash,  near  Si.  Martin's  church, 
jf'  _  Pepper-street  lies  on    the   east  side   of  Bridge- street,   to 

i;  Mdiich   St.  Micliael's  church  adjoins,  but  is  worthy  of  no 

f  further  notice,  than  that  it  leads  to  the  New-gate,  New- 

I  gate-street,  and  the  top  of  Park-street.     The  descrijitioii 

i  of  the  remaining  avenues  from  this  street  sliall  be  given 

j.  ill   the  Words   of  the   autiipuirian  \Vebb,  which  is  uearly 

\  applicable    to    the    present   time  : — "  Over    against   St. 

Olave's  cliurcli  lyeth  Castle-lane,  leading  to  the  castle, 

out  of  the   south  side  of  wliich  lyeth  another  lane  thai. 

goeth  to   St.   Marv's  church.     And  on  the  cast  side  ol 
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rirulLrc-^irccM,  \iy  ht.  Uhive'i  diiu-cli,  lycth  St.  Ohivc'-- 
l.iiii'.  HciiLMiIi  wliicli,  on  the  s;une  side,  is  Claytuii  or 
Cla\tuir:.-!aiic  t_iiaw  J.)iiko-strcct),  wliicli  butts  upon  tlie 
■vvalU  "if  ciie  city.  Ami  on  the  other  side,  ovcf  against 
rhi)t','ti'5,-laiu',  Hes  a  way  out  of  the  Bridge-street,  that 
leads  to  St.  Mary's  church,  and  aneieiiily  also  was  the 
way  to  Sliipgate,  Mhich  was  tlicii  a  fair  gale  in  the  wall 
belonging  to  the  ferry,  at  which,  before  the  building  of 
the  bridge  over  the  Dee,  both  horse  and  inau  had  passage 
into  the  city." 

Before  I  take  leave  of  this  street,  it  uiny  be  proper  to 
notice  one  or  two  circiuiistances.  Witiiin  these  few- 
years,  ail  excellent  hotel  lias  been  established  hero,  called 
the  Albion  Hotel,  on  premises  formerly  held  by  the  late 
Bagot  Read,  Esq.  elegantly  fitted  u[),  to  which  more 
recently  has  been  added  a  conniiodious  assenibh-i'ooni, 
and  behind  the  premises  is  an  extensive  jjieee  oi  ground, 
laid  out  as  a  bowling-green  and  a  Uowcr-garden.  liiime- 
diately  opposite,  au  excellent  house,  latt  ly  occupied  by 
the  Misses  Hunt,  and  connected  v.  ah  the  proprietary 
of  the  hotel,  has  been  converted  into  a  subscription  news- 
room, to  which  billiard-rooms,  and  other  conveniences 
for  public  purposes,  arc  appended.  Just  belov,-  Castle- 
street,  on  the  west  side,  is  an  ancient  structure,  to  which 
there  is  an  ascent  by  a  high  flight  of  steps,  the  conrt 
within  being  known  by  the  name  of  the  Boarding-school- 
yard. This  house,  which  fronts  tlie  street,  was  formerly 
the  residence  of  Sir  Francis  Gamul,  who  was  a  prominent; 
character  during  the  siege,  and  it  was  in  this  mansion, 
that  the  unfortunate  Charles  I.  took  up  his  residence 
during  his  short  and  disturbed  slay  in  tlie  city.  The 
house  and  outbuildings  behind  are  now  divided  into 
several  dwellings  of  an  inferior  grade  ;  and  this  property, 
M-ith  that  of  the  J)ee  mills,  [lassed  t)_\  purchase  from  the 
representatives  of  the  Gamul  family,  to  the  late  E.  O. 
I        !    '       ,  I  Wrench,  Esq.  whose  descendant  now  possesses  it.     Even 

ni  its  ruins,  there  are  yet  in  the  interior  some  n'mams 
of  its   former   magnificence;  particularly   in    onr  of  tin 
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j)riuci|>al  lui.'ai.'.  wlicru  the  cliiiiuify-[jici.;e  is  i.k'cor;;iC(l  '.n 
a  superior  iiiamicT,  \\itli  the  Ganiul  anus  painted  in  tin- 
centre,  lu'obaljly  the  ^\ol•k  of  tlic  tir.st  FaiiKial  Holme.  It 
>"ii'l(lmii  lia|i])i-iis  llial  degTudation  ibllows  magnificence, 
-,\-iilii>ut  suine  intermediate  i^vadatious ;  and  tliis  is  true 
in  reli'i'cnce  tu  iliis  once  abode  of  royalty.  IJctweei!  tlie 
vears  ]J6[)  and  1/70,  these  premises  v/cre  occui)icd  by  a 
Mr.  Tench,  wlio  K'cpt  an  academy  for  dancing,  and  a 
mo--t  respectable  boari!inj,'-sehool,  h'oni  ■\\iiicli  circum- 
stance, the  present  name  of  the  place  is  derived.  Con- 
lem[)(jrary  with  Mr.  Tench,  as  a  danciny-master  in 
flie-ter,  \iMs  a  Mv.  Pickmore,  who  also  obtained  sonic 
celebrity  as  a  teacher  in  tliis  line.  There  is  a  curious 
coincidence  Avorthy  notice,  involved  in  the  immediate 
descendants  of  these  gentlemen.  Tiie  son  of  Mr.  Tench 
entered  the  army  as  a  lieutenant  in  the  marines,  in  whicii 
capacity  he  v.-as  employed  by  govennnent  on  a  voyage  to 
the  then  infant  colony  of  New  South  Wales,  of  v.liich, 
after  his  return  in  1793,  be  published  an  e.\-cellent  history  ; 
and,  passim;  through  the  dilierent  gradations,  was  raised 
to  the  rank-  of  general  in  the  service,  which  lie  still  sus- 
tains. Mr.  Pickmore's  son  chose  the  navy  for  his  scene 
of  enterprise,  and  acquitted  himself  in  such  a  satisfactory 
manner  in  his  professional  duties,  as  to  obtain  a  gi-.'.dual 
advancement  to  the  rank  of  admiral,  in  which  capacity  ho 
had  lately  a  command  on  the  iSlediterrancan  station. 
Both  these  distinguished  individuals  are  natives  of 
Chester. 

C)p[)0.-itc  to  13oarding-:elioo!-yard  tiiere  is  an  anliciue 
structure,  nov.  n.sed  by  iMessrs.  Newell  and  Gaman  as  an 
extensive  brewery;  tlic  date  of  its  erection  is  unknown, 
as  well  as  llu  [)urpose  to  which  it  was  formerly  appro- 
jiriated,  but  it  may  certainly  be  placed  as  early  as  the 
lifteciith  century,  ;md  the  row  adjoining  bears  eviilcul 
marks  of  remote  architecture.  In  the  intcriorarc  several 
ciuranees  to  vaulted  [)assages.  tuiw  blocked  u[),  but  what 
communication  they  ever  had  is  uncertain. 

.\   very   popular  opinion   has   long   prevailed,   that 
there  anciently  existed    subterranean   passages   between 
the  castle  and  vjwinus  public  buildings  in  the  city,  though 
vof..  11,     >; 
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fur  ^^•llat  purjioso,  or  wiiy  or  wlii'ii  discoiiliiuicd,  iswliolly 
iiiiluiowii.TliiiidLaiecc'ivodtlieautliorityoftlieaiilliororUii- 
Poh/cn.u  'i  ■III,  \\  Ih.  -aysj  "'  In  this  ct/tebceuioaysKiidcr  erf  he, 
uilft  i.i.!i--i  and  stone-werke  ivondcrh/   ivrought ;    tin-,-!- 
tltnuJjTcd  ivcrhcs."     In  remarking  upon  tliis  passage,  ?>ir. 
1\  iniaiit  observes,  that  of  these  not  a  trace,  nor  even  the 
lea-t  inciiiory  is  left,  notu-ithstanding  llie  mo^t  diligent 
si.areii  and   inquiries   liavo   been  made.     None,  says  he, 
\\:\\c  ever  been  discovered,   by  the  I'rcqiicnt  sinking  of 
cellars   for  new  buildings  on  tlic  site  of  the  old;  tradition 
has  delivered  no  such  accounts  to  tis;  nor  is  their  exit  to 
be  traced  beneath   the  ■walls  in  any  {;art  of  tlieir  circum- 
t'erence.     It  should    be   rccoUcctetl,    liovvcver,    thai   Mr. 
Pennant    wrote   upwards  of  fifty   years    ago,    and.    that 
since  his   time,  a  greater  number  of  reliqucs  of  anti(]uity 
has  been   tliscovered,   than    before    his   lime.     I  am  not 
prepared   to   speak  decidedly  on  tiie  ([uesti  u,  but  confess 
i  am  le.^s  :-ee[nie:d   on  the   afunnati\e   pari;  of  it,   than 
fornicrl)'.     There   is  some  dillicidty  in  aeciniiitiiig  iijr  the 
blocking    lip   of  [ia.-sages  and  artiiies  >e\ei'al  yards  belov/ 
the  surface  of  the  ground,  without  admitiiiii';  tiie  exi.-tence 
of  continuous  ways  for  some  purpose  or  other  ;  aad  if  wv. 
cannot  ascertain  their  direct  object,  yet  tli..  paljiable  faet 
is  not  to  be  denied  or  evaded.     Bat  what  has  most  tended 
to  incline  nie  to  a  persuasion  of  the  existence  of  tiicse 
hollow   ways,  Avere   the  appearances  of  a  subterranean 
passage,  discovered  on  sinking  tiie  celiai's  for  the  build- 
ings now  standing  on    the    site  of  the   old   Lamb-rcw. 
Here  was  found  a  distinctly  marked  road,  about  live  tee: 
wide,  and  more  than  five  yards  deep  from  tiie  level,  run- 
ning  the  whole  length  of  the   building   in    an    obli(]U!; 
direction,  and  As-ithout  termination  at  either  end.     '1  he 
road  seemed  to  proceed  in  u  tiirect  line  from  the  site  of 
the  old  Friary,   situate  betsvecu  ContinonhaH -street  end 
White  Friars,  taking  a  slanting  direction  acri.i  s  the  latter, 
and  i>oiiiliiig  obliijuely  across  13ridge-sireei.     At  the  lime 
of  seudiug  this  sheet   to   press,  the  author  is  engaged  in 
prosecuting-  a  closer  research  into  this  subject,  the  result 
of   ••vliieh    will  be  given   when   he  comes   to   iioiicc  our 
.uuii)iulie-j. 
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A  little  before  arriving;  at  the  Bridge-gate,  the  streei 
-vvicleiis,  iuid  a  range  ol'  gnod  buildings  on  the  cast  side 
forms  \vbat  is  called  Bridge-place.  Tlie  Bridge-gate  has 
already  been  described  (page  3u9),  as  well  as  liic  Dec 
niiils  and  the  bridge  (pages  0/2-3),  and  nothing  more 
remains  for  observation  but  tiie  suburb  of  Handbridgc, 
situate  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river,  witliia  the 
parish  of  St.  JiJary-on-ihe-hill  :  it  consists  of  narrow 
steep  streets,  built  on  a  red  mck,  and  almost  exclusively 
inl'.abitcd  by  the  lower  orders.  It  was  the  property  of 
the  predecessor  of  the  barons  of  Montaltat  the  conquest, 
and  h.iving  probably  passed  with  that  barony  to  the 
crown,  is  now  a  royal  manor,  and  held  by  lease  from  the 
lung  by  the  present  Egertons  of  Oulton.  In  Doomsday- 
book,  this  vill  is  written  Bruge.  In  some  deeds  of  the 
16th  Hciuy  VIII.  it  is  called  Iluabridge.  Handbridgc 
was  the  suburb  that  generally  fell  a  sacrifice  to  the  Welsh 
in  their  predatory  excursions  and  attacks  on  the  city  j 
hence,  in  tlie  British  language  it  is  called  Tre-hoeth,  the 
hurnt  or  hut  town — significant  of  its  having  been  the  seat 
of  border  heat  and  contention. 
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••  U'  I  >i!ii"'  tiluiiipliaKt  o'l  I-  the  wreck  oTycaLN 

The  •.ime-woni  l'abru.'k  lilts  its  a'.vful  i'oim  : 
SoatliM  wiih  the-  bkiM  its  ^ciilptur'd  i'orm  appeWi, 

Vet  tfowm  defiance  on  th'  impetnous  iturm. 
VVhit  pow'i-— tu  more  tli;in  giant  bulk  ally'd, 

Thy  firm-compaetcd  raa»s  eonspii-M  to  r.-.ise'. 

Then  bade  tliee  sti-.ml  secure  to  latest  day<, 
Vv'onder  uf  after  tiine>-or  Cesi.iua'.s  sires  the  i.ride" 

Cn-f.LrH'.-:  Mi.,ui>ln,j  „!  i'-t.  W  iriuiyh. 


TiiK  hi^luiv  ulour  L-ouiiuy  ;ihouiit!^  nuh  iumiiiK  ruble 
evldonoos  of  tlie  ovcrwliclming  ;ulluencL-  oi  tl.o  pncs*boe"i 


daring  llie  dark  days  of  papal  supcritiuon 


perhaps  none  inore  palpable,  than  ihe  ntunher  aiu  exteir 
.freii.iutis  edilices   .catttMT.l   t.p  an<l  do^^l  in  the  land 


ind  there  are 

her  and  extent 

! 
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■jiik]  tlio  L'lioniioiis  i-o\oiiii(S  witii  uhicli  tliey  wire  cu- 
<lo\ve(l.  And  il'  this  bo  ;i  liul  applicable  to  the  kiiiydoiii 
!'e[ii'.i';'.llv,  it  is  more  pecuharly  so  in  relcreiice  to  every 
citv  or  town,  which  ^^•;ls  coii.-tiuited  a  kiiui  of  uutropolis 
to  an  ecclesiastical  district.  I;ni\ic(liatciy  before,  and  at 
the  time  of  the  concpiest,  a  servile  devotcdiiess  to  the 
authority  of  the  clergy  was  in  its  y.eniih;  and  this  was 
especially  manifested  by  the  roiuuling  of  monasteries  aud 
cluirches,  ^ilh  plentilu!  endowments,  as  a  work  most 
acceptable  to  Cod,  because  lecommended  In  his  aecre- 
(liicd  messengers. 

Of  all  ]5laces  remarkable  for  the  nmiiber  of  religious 
houses  in  ancient  times,  the  city  of  Chester  stood  pre- 
oiainent,  and  of  those  within  the  city,  tlic  cathedral  has 
alwavs  been  considered  the  most  considerable.  Before 
entering  upon  the  parochial  history,  and  a  descrijitiou  of 
the  parish  churches,  and  the  .decayed  religious  establi>Ii- 
ments,  it  mav  therefore  be  expected,  that  some  account 
shoulil  be  given  of  this  venci-able  pile.  The  principal 
parts  of  the  present  edifice  is  stated  to  have  been  erected 
in  the  reigns  of  Henry  VI.  VII.  and  VIII.  but  chiefly  during 
the  two  last;  though  this  must  be  understood  only  of  the 
partial  renewal  of  some  portions  of  it,  as  there  are 
innumerable  evidences  of  its  existence,  in  the  remains  o( 
certain  tombs  and  grave-stones  stiU  to  be  seen,  in  diiferenl 
places,  over  some  of  the  first  abbots  and  others  who  are 
inlcn-ed  here,  centuries  earlier  than  the  above  dates. 
The  original  fuuiidation  has  ahxady  been  noticed  in  the 
ecclesiastical  history  of  the  city. 

In  the  early  part  of  Henry  the  Eighth's  reign,  =aYs 
Ormerod,  the  conventual  buildings,  occupied  nearly,  if 
not  M'holly,  one  fourth  of  the  city.  The  walls  connecting 
these,  and  inclosing  the  immediate  abbey  lands,  extended 
in  a  direct  line  almost  to  the  Northgate,  intersecting  tiie 
present  double  row  of  hou<e^  fronting  the  street  and 
<|uare,  and  ^^  iiich  imagiiuu'y  line  still  separate?  the  abhry 
district  irom  the  parish.  The  city  walls  from  thence 
lormed  their  uortheru  and  eastern  bountlary  as  lar  as  thi- 
end  of  Frodshani-slreet,   between  wiiieh   ;aid  the  abbey 
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tlii'ir  kiiiiicn  i;ar<!rii  was  siliialt'd,  still  i'alKil  ilio  hide 
yard-,  lu  \v\i':c\\  iliey  liad  access  b)'  a  poslcni  tlirougli  the 
wall,  wl'JrU  is  iil-o  stil!  open,  on  snirei-ance,  as  an  inscrip- 
ti.iii  uvcr  the  gate  iiilbnus  u-.  A  small  tablet  near  the 
r.:wt-i;ate  marks  the  botnulary  of  the  precincts  on  the 
soulhern  side.  WiUiln  this  ample  area  were  included 
.  (heir  pleasure  grounds,  gardens,  the  residence  of  the 
abbot,  and  other  superiors,  together  wiiJi  those  orstd:)or- 
dinate  rank,  and  various  offices  belonging  to  the  domestic 
dcj);n-tme!it  of  the  abbey. 

The  cathedral,  from  Vi-hichever  siile  it  is  viewed, 
presents  a  massive  stupendous  pile,  and  exhibits  a  i)leasing 
variety  of  styles,  in  accordance  with  the  taste  of  dilierenC 
ages  :  some  parts  decorated  \\'ith  elaborate  ^^•orkmanshi[l, 
wiiiUt  others  are  perfectly  sim[)le  and  unadorned.  Its 
.'.;wnii-al  >ty!c  ii:a)-  be  termed  the  Norman-Gothic,  ihoiigli 
scnie  spcciniens  (jf  tlie  early  Saxon  are  to  be  foimd  in  its 
minor  beauties.  In  tlie  JNIagna  Britannia,  the  Lysons,  in 
noticing  the  small  circular  arches  in  tiie  exterior  of  the 
north  s\ali  of  tlie  nave,  conjectiu'c  that  tliev  are  as  ancient 
as  the  tinie  of  .'.eofric,  the  Mercian  earl,  who  repaired 
and  beautified  the  church  in  the  eleventh  century;  tiicy 
are  decidedly  of  Saxon  architecture.  T!ie  cathedral  bears 
the  forii)  of  an  irregular  cross,  which  may  easily  be  ac- 
counted for  on  aeco\int  of  the  difl'ercnt  periods  at  which 
it  was  built;  it  has  also  been  remarked,  that  it  does  not 
stand  in  a  direct  east  and  western  direction,  a  circem- 
Htancc  also  adduced  in  proof  of  its  high  antiquity. 

The  following  dimensions  have  been  given  to  the 
linilding  by  a  late  survey,  said  to  be  accurately  taken;  — 

External  length .'i/-   F^et. 

Internal  ditto 3:iO 

The  nave  or  broail  aisle IV"' 

Thechoir   HO 

Kl.  :Mary^,  or  L.uly's  i-l>.ii.e; C'. 

Transeiii  exu-nial  iUO,  inicm.i!     liii' 

Uieailth,  including  nislci    71-5 

Hfiglit  of  the  ceiling   73 

Oitto  of  the  chajia 33 

Ditti)  of  ihc  lower '-/ 

Diameter  ditto  -i'-i 
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'flic  catli(j(!r;il  doubtk-ss  owes  as  liiucli  I'ur  its  vene-- 
r.ible  unpciivaiicc  to  the  pcrisliable  nature  ot'llic  uiaterialr. 
of  which  it  is  Ibriiied  as  to  its  ag'e  ;  for  we  j-ee  many  strue- 
tures  nuicli  older  than  tliis,  \\ith  less  nionrnful  evidences 
of  decay.  It  i-;  built  of  a  soft  red  .sandy  stone,  from  some 
of  the  neiy,'hbourin;,'  (luarrii's,  ^vhieh  on  exposure  to  the 
air,  soon  becomes  friable,  and  gradually  wastes.  It  is 
greatly  to  be  lamented,  say^  a  writer  of  the  present  day, 
that  o\\-ini,'-  to  the  low  slate  of  the  chapter  revenues,  the 
M'hole  buildiny  w;is  cuilered  to  fall  into  a  serious  st;!tc  of 
dilapidation,  before  it  was  attended  to.  In  consequence 
of  this,  some  of  the  most  distinguished  and  excellent  parts 
Avere  so  completely  ruined,  that  no  art  could  repair  or 
preserve  them.  A  subscription  was  however  set  on  loot 
throughout  the  diocese  about  a  dozen  yetirs  ago,  and  a 
liandsome  sutn  was  collected,  tliough  insufficient  to  restore 
the  grandeur  of  its  former  arclntectiiral  dignity.  Accord- 
ingly the  repairs,  as  they  now  stand,  were  com])leted  at 
the  least  possible  expence,  and  which,  although  not  hap- 
pily harmonizing  with  the  exquisite  skill  of  the  earlier 
labours,  arc  quite  competent  to  the  preservation  of 
the  remaining  greatness  of  this  stately  national  orna- 
ment. 

The  western  cntr;inee  stands  iire-cmin.jiit  in  archi- 
tectural dignity,  and  is  said  to  have  been  the  \^ork  ol 
Abbot  Ripley,  who  M'as  appointed  to  the  abbacy  in  HSa. 
It  consists  of  a  pointed  dour-way,  placed  under  a  large 
ubttisely  pointed  M'indow,  ^\ith  an  ogee  cauoiiy,  and  fdled 
with  nndlions  rannfied  in  the  rich  style  of  the  ornamented 
i^vi:;,,-.  On  i...!'  >U!e  <.f  ihe  deer-Av;\v  ;;re  tluee  .;e;L''i; 
i;u'!ns  wiih  .'.inipiv^.  avui  ll.e  wh.ile  is  i:;.ii-v..  il  ^\  ..;.:n 
Hvo  slend(.'r  octagonal  turrets.  t.)n  the  right  sid'M/l  tins 
enlrance  is  \\\r.  hirhojj's  (■on^i^tory  court,  fmii-lied  in  ihe 
same  ma^lerly  and  maL;nilieent  manner,  and  on  ilii'  left, 
:\\\  entrance  to  the  bi>ho[r.-,  palace.  It  .^eem-^  more  than 
probable,  tlia;  iliesc  were  intended  to  fin'ni  a  hii?is  of  two 
Mc?iern  towers,  and  llie  foundation  of  them  uas  laid  pro- 
fessedly for  that   object  with   nurch  ceremony  by  abbot 
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IWrclu'ii^liaw  ill  l.')OS;*  but  tiiu  [)i'oj<'cM\'a-,  iiio.st  iikcli' 
aliaiiiliJii  (1  lor  wuiil  ul'  t'uiuls.  'i'hc;  sdnlh-ponh  ot' the 
irliurcli  iv  ill  the  style  of  the  same  [jerii)(l.  Oa  the  ritjlif. 
iVinn  tin  wr-it^rii  door  stands  a  capacious  lout,  '.vit'u  the 
r..lln\\  iiii,  I^iitiii  inscriplior.  above  it  : — "  Ivateritium  b'ic 
oliiu  iiivenit  biiptisteriuin  iufaiis  Gulielimis  RJoretoi-  : 
niarinorcuii)  idem  instituit  E[)iscui)u.s  Klidarciiris,  Aiiuo 
Doiii.  IGS/." 

I'vvo  descents  by  steps  lead  tVosn  the  western  ent  ranee 
into  the  nave.  The  broad  sheet  of  h'ght  transmitted 
through  the  line  M'estern  Avhidow  discovers  at  once  the 
beauty  and  ample  dimensioius  of  the  noble  aisle.  It  lias 
been  a  subject  of  some  speculation  to  account  for  its  floor 
being  so  much  below  tlie  level  of  the  surronr.ding  ground  ; 
but  the  eireunistance  is  easily  accounted  lijr,  by  the  con- 
liiiiial  acee->sion  of  matter  euii\eyed  into  the  cenielc'ries 
lor  ages,  while  on  the  oilier  haii.i,  nothing  was  removed 
therefrom.  Thi^  cau-e  lia'^  lali.ly  bei  n  silisfaetorily  illus- 
trated by  the  removal  of  the  eai'ih  from  the  external 
walls,  the  ba-ement  of  which  are  now  exhibited  several 
ieet  below  the  former  surface. 

A  croiHiderable  porticni  of  the  cathedral  is  said  to  have- 
been  built,  or  rather  rc-edilieed  by  three  successive  abbots, 
Oldham,  Ripley,  and  Birchensliaw,  who  sustained  tin; 
oflice  between  the  years  l-ij2  and  153/.  The  tower  in 
the  centre,  is  ascribed  to  the  first  of  these;  the  nave,  or 
broad  aisle,  to  the  second  ;  and  to  the  third,  some  general 
modifications  and  additions.  The  centre  aisle  is  di\'idcd 
from  the  side  aisles  by  six  pointed  arches  on  each  side, 
sprung  from  clnstcrcd  columns,  with  ca])itals  ornamentcfi 
with  foliage.  Just  above  these  arches,  is  an  ambulatory, 
or  narrow  gallery,  running  with  little  intermission  round 
the  whole  building  ;  this,  ho^vevcr.  is  in  an  iinlinished 
state,  there  being  a  wooden  rail  substituted  for  the  elegant 
i|ii;itrefoih,  from  w  hieh  (lie  det:iehedpie(  e>  wereile-igned  to 

•  Coirolionuivc  of  (his  ii!.uu:.>ii,  \\\U\  i"  the  \'.i!i:  Koyal,  iiiuUr  ih.- 
d;itt  of  to08,  !ia.',  this  nolice  : — "  Tllc  IbiiiHlitioii  ami  tlic  (irst  sloiic  of  ll - 
(new  ^lteple  of  the  .ibbey)lnic1,  ihi-  iiinyor  being  ihiii  I'l'csent.''" 
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be  the  ireueral  balluslnuliiigj  and  whicli,  siiys  a  contcnipo- 
i-ary,  has  a  strong  resemblance  to  a  similar  vrork  at 
Carlisle,  of  the  fourteenth  century. 

In  takinsj  leave  of  the  broad  aisle,  it  may  be  observed, 
that  in  thi^  spacious  place  are  occasionally  held  our 
musical  festivals  for  the  benefit  of  the  local  charities, 
which  always  prove  a  rich  treat  to  the  lovers  of  harmony. 
The  west  end  upon  those  occasions  is  fitted  up  as  an 
orchestra,  to  the  centre  of  Avhich  the  oi'gnn  is  removed 
from  its  usual  station.  These  meetings  are  tisually  at- 
tended by  an  immense  confluence  of  nobility  and  gentry 
J'  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  surjdus  of  receipts 

y  above   the  expenditure  generally   amounts  to  from  700/. 

i  to  1000/.  which  is  distributed  to  the  charitable  institutions 

',  of  the  city,  according  to  tii  eir  importance  and  necessities. 

;  West  of  the  nave,  are  four  piers  supportir.g  the  great 

central  toiver,  which  is  said  to  have  been  finished  in  1210. 
f  This  fact  has  been  doubted,  but  it  is  observable,  that  lt5 

general  proportions  are  those  of  the  Norman  cliurchcii, 
and  the  massy  piers  that  support  it,  have  been  obviously 
cut  down   to   bear  a  closer  resemblance  to  the  columns 
\  near  them.     It  is  probable,  that  only  an  alteration  in  their 

form  was  made  by  Simon  Ripley,  and  that  the  tower  was 
new  cased  at  the  same  period. 

At  the  sides  of  the  tower  are  the /ra^ii?/;/*',  of  very 
'  .  unequal  proportions ;  the  north  transej)t  has  an  orna- 

mented oak  roof,  supported  by  angels  holdiug  emblems  of 
;  the   crucifixion.     At  the  intersection  of  one  of  the  beams 

are  the  armsof  VVolsey.  The  ambulatory  has  rails  formed 
of  quatrefoils,  and  a  lower  ambulatory,  not  open  on  the 
north  or  M'est  sides,  but  lighted  on  the  cast  side  by  small 
round-headed  arches,  opening  to  the  transept,  resting  on 
short  cylindrical  columns  with  squared  capitals.  At  the 
i  south-east  angle  of  this  transept  is  an  ancient  vestry  in  a 

»  style    of  very  early   Norman   architecture.     The  south 

t.ran-c  \\\  ii^id  a>  the  parish  elmri'h  of  St.  OswaKl,  is  iimeh 
'i  l.ugcr  iliai;  the  i)pposilc  one. 

The  choir  is  separated  from  the  nave  by  a  rich  gothic 
stone  screen,  above  which  slatidfc  the  organ,  said  to  have 
VO!.,  u.      !•■ 
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been  built  by  ihe  celebrated  artist,  Smith.  Its  exterior  i» 
much  achnii'cd  lor  the  beautiful  foliated  goihic  |)anelling 
with  whicli  it  is  enriched,  and  is  surmounted  by  a  series  ot 
canopy  work,  formed  by  the  projection  of  the  gallery  ;  on 
the  latter  are  painted  the  arms  of  the  first  carls  of  Chester, 
and  their  barons,  together  %viih  those  of  the  sec,  and  the 
arciibishop  of  the  province.  The  porch  of  light  and 
graceful  fretworls,  with  its  con  esponding  moulding,  gives 
an  u])propriate  finish  to  the  whole. 

Within  the  choir  are  numerous  objects  of  curiosity 
and  admiration.  The  pavement  is  of  black  and  white 
marble.  At  the  west  end  are  four  stalls  of.  each  side  of 
the  entrance,  and  there  are  twenty  others  on  each  side  of 
the  choir.  The  end  and  sides  from  the  organ  loft  to  the 
bishop's  throne  are  ornamented  with  spiral  tabernacle 
work,  highly  enriched,  and  probably  unparalleled  for 
neatness  of  execution.  The  desks  for  the  singif.g  boys 
are  arranged  on  the  sides  of  the  choir,  projecting  from 
the  sides  of  the  vicars  choral,  and  are  evidently  of  modern 
construction.  The  following  sketch  of  the  dean's  seat, 
mav  furnish  an  idea  of  the  stalls  generally.  They  appear 
to  be  the  work"  of  the  Mtli  century,  and  have  wn'sertvoivii 
(seats  turning  up)  with  curious  and  ludicrous  figures. 
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The  approach  to  the  dean's  stall  is  up  several  stepi, 
and  Of.  the  donr-post  of  the  entrance  is  some  curious 

i-arvt-d  '.i-ork,  of  wliicli  tlio  f(,Uo".viiio-  is  a  sketch: 


The  bishop's  tlirone  stands  on  a  stont^  base,  as  re- 
jnarkable  for  its  scnlpture  as  its  original  use.  T!ie  form 
is  an  oblong  square ;  and  each  side  most  richly  orna- 
mented with  gothic  carvings,  arches,  and  pinnacles. 
Around  the  upper  part  is  a  range  of  little  images,  designed 
to  rciM-escnt  the  kings  and  saints  of  the  IMercian  kingdom. 
Each  held  in  one  hand  a  scroll  with  the  name  inscribed. 
Fanatic  ignorance  niuiilatcd  many  of  the  labels,  as  well 
as  the  figures  :  the  last  was  restored  about  the  year  1748; 
when,  as  a  late  liunuirous  writer  tells  us,  a  wuwwz  was 
employed  to  muul  tiieir  iiKtj'Slltx ;  but  the  arti?t,  not 
being  very  well  acquainted  with  cither  sa!H/5  or  sovereigns, 
unluckily  transposed  their  ca/mls,  by  putting  /;iitgi>'  heads 
upon  queens  shoulders,  and  vice  versa.  'Yo  the  body  of 
:t  ii-nder,  virgin  .saint,  he  ]ila(  >  d  ihi'  head  I'l  a  veierau 
monarch  I  What  sort  of  a  liatd  llie  artist  must  have  hai), 
we  will  not  pretend  to  say :  this  much,  liowever,  he  might 
truly  h«ve  boasted,— that  he  knew  Iiow  "to  put  old  headi 
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u[)on  yoiiiii,'  s-liouUk-r^."  At  tiisr,  tlierc  wtrc  tliii-ly-foiu- 
ftijiiri's  :  lour  ;irc  lo^t ;  tlie  reiiiuiiKk'r  isre  inuiuttly  de- 
scribed, and  the  history  of  each  moiiiirch  and  sahit  accu- 
rati'ly  gi\cii,  in  a  i^inall  iranipldct,  publishuJ  in  \7-i9,  hy 
the  -.^iirlliy  Dr.  ''■'^'illiain  CoM'per.  vvho  dedicated  the  profits 
of  the  work  to  the  bhie  coat  hos])ital  iii  this  city.  'Jlitse 
statues  are  placed  in  the  I'oliowiny  order,  it  \vc  begin  at  the 
figure  at  the  south-west  angle,  fronting  the  west,  and  thence 
proceed  over  that  end,  along  the  north  front,  and  thence 
round  the  cast  end,  towards  the  stairs  up  to  the  throne  : 

1.  Rex  Crieda. 

2.  Rox  Penda. 

3.  RcM  Wulphcrus. 

4.  Kcx  Ceolredus. 


20.  Baldredus, 


C:  Rex  OfTa.  21.  Jlerwaldus. 

7.  Ri-x  K^f-itus.  22.  Rex  Wi-laff. 

>',. 23.  RcxBevtwulph. 

9.  .>tus.  KtiKlmuH.  ~  24.  Rex  Rurghredus. 

10.  Sta.  5Iilbur-3.  25. 

11.  Rex  licnrua.      •  2fi.  Sta.  . .cja. 

12.  Rex  C'HluIplius.  27.  


13. 

M.  Sta Ub.  20.  Rox  Ethelbcrtus. 

1.0.  us.  30.  Sta.  Mildrida. 

Four  more  images  have  been  quite  cut  away,  two 
at  the  west,  and  two  at  the  east  end.  Dr.  Cowper  says, 
that  the  personages  which  \vere  intended  to  be  represented 
by  these  statues,  v/ere  either  her  ancestors,  or  else  most 
of  them  nearly  related  to  St.  Werburgha,  who  was  daughter 
of  Wulphere,  king  of  Mercia,  by  his  queen  Enuinilda  ; 
aad  tlius  describes  them  : — 

J.  CticJa,  temh  in  descent  from  Wcden,  founder  of  the  kingdom  of  Jurcia, 
about  58-1. 

2.  Penda,  gvandson  of  Crieda,  a  Pa,':;an  King  of  Mercia. 

3.  Wulpiiore,   secoiid  son  of  Pei.dr..  fjtiicr  uf  Si.  Werburgha,  second  chris- 

tian king  of  Mercia. 
<i.  Coelred,   nephew  of  Wiilphere.    and  son  of  Diliclrod,  hus'o:'.nd  of  St. 
\Verl',-.r-l.ii,  Kinj;  of  Sloreii. 

6.  Oifa,  the  great  King  of  Mercia. 

7.  Sgbertu.s,  son  of  Ofla,  and  King  of  IMercia. 

2.  St.  Keneln,,  ton  i.f  KenoIlT,  and  Ki.-.:;  of  M-reia 
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11.  St.  Milbui,;,!,  Jnut^hier  i.l'  .Mf  rwijans,  foiivtli  son  of  Kin;;  Tcml-i. 
il.  Bwirna,  King  of  llie  K:lr^t  Angles  in  the  lime  of  St.  W'erbnrijhii. 
K.  Colwuliihus,  nnclc  uf  .'^t.  Knn.'lni,  and  King  of  Murciii. 

IS. 

14.  St.  [Erminil'.U.nMthcTnf  St.  Vi'ulnir^'a.i,  daugb'.cr  of  Ercuiubevl,  K.i.j 

of  Kent. 

15.  liiK us. 

:•  16.  Hex  [Eilielrul]!.'.,  iMttm:.!  u.ulc  .':  .Sl  Werluirgli.i.  and  Km^  of  .Mcr.ir.. 

17.  St.   lKtnelHi]'.ir-o,  p,-i;err.:il   aunt  of  :^t.    M'cr'ourijha.    nife  of  .'VdeW.-al, 

Prince  of  Nortl.urnbria. 

18.  [Kenred]us,  .-.  [i.istoral  st.ifl'  in  tlif  Ii.-na,au]iposcd  to  be  Kenreilns,  brother 

of  Sit.  M'crburylia,  who  roigned  the  crown  to  Ccolrcd,  and  r.cceptod  of 
at^  abbaey,  but  died  in  the  mon.-.itery  of  St.  I'eter,  at  Rome. 
19   ...•••  * 

'  20.  Baldi-cdns,  Governor  of  the   kingdom   of  Kent,  under  Kenulf,  King  of 

.Mercia. 
'.  21.  Merwaldus,  fourth  son  of  Penda,  and  uncle  of  St.  W'erburglia. 

22.   Wiglaff,  King  of  Ulercia,  tribut.arj- to  Egbert. 
i".      .  23.  Berlwulpli,  brother  of  Wighdr,  and  tributary  King  of  Jlcrcin. 

t>  .  .  2-1.    Bcrghrcdus,  tributary  King  of  Jlercia. 

h  '  25*'**''*° 

I  20.  St.    [Ethclrlida,    aunt  of  .St.   Weibursha,   undir   whrni  slic  w.is  ve;l:d 

|:  at  Ely. 

I  2ft. -  . 

{^  oc).   (icx  Elhclbcrtus,  supposed  to  he  Ethelbert,  first  Christum  Knigot  Keiil, 

i  and  great  grandfather  of  St.  Wcrburgha. 

■*  30.  St.  Blildrida,  daughter  of  Merwaldus,  and  cousin  of  St.  Wcrburgha. 

i  Dr.   Co^^'pel■  describes   this  piece  of  antiquity  as  a 

'•  stone  structure  iu  the  antique  ornamental  style,  of  an 

oblong  quatlrangular  form  eight  feet  nine  inches  in  height, 
;  in   length  from  cast  to  west,  seven  feet  sI.n:  inches;  in 

i  .  breadth  froni  north  to  south,  four  feet  eight  Inches,  orna- 

[  mented  -with  si.x:  gotliic  arches  (three  feet  four  incites  in 

i  height)   two   towards  the  north   front,  two  towards  the 

south,  one  at  the  east  end,  and  the  other  at  the  west ; 
above  each  of  these  is  an  arch,  representing  a  window,  in 
the  same  style  of  architecture.  The  same  writer  assumes 
it  as  an  indisputable  fact,  that  the  episcopal  ti)ronc  is  the 
■  ancient  shrine  of  the  patron  saint.  Mr.  l\'nnant,  how- 
ever, is  of  a  difici-eut  opiiiitin  :  his  words  are,  "  I  beg 
leave  to  dissent  from  the  notion  of  this  having  been  the 
shrine  of  St.  VVerburgh,  as  it  is  popularly  called.  It  cer- 
\  tainly  was  nothing  more  tlian  the  pedestal  on  wliicii  .he 
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real  shrine,  or  as  tlie  Froncli  call  it,  la  t'lutsxe,  stood, 
uliich  contained  the  sacred  veliques.  Thc?e  are  made  of 
poid,  silvc]-,  I'crmcil,  i.  r.  silver  j^iif,  or  some  precious 
inritcrial';,  ar.d  often  enriched  '.i"ith  gems  oi"  great  vahie. 
'['hey  are  ofdilTerent  fonns,  such  as  churches,  cabinets,  &c. 
ami  slioiild  the  reliqae  be  a  head,  or  limb,  the  r/utsse  is 
made  coufijrmable  to  the  shape  of  the  part.  These  are 
seated  usiiall)'  conspicuous  on  an  elevated  ])lacej  and  are 
.Thvaj'S  moveable,  in  order  that  they  may  be  carried  in 
procession,  cither  in  honour  of  the  saint,  or  to  divert  some 
crcat  calamity.  Thus  in  1 180,  the  shrine  of  St.  Wcrburgh 
was  brought  out  to  stop  the  rage  of  a  fire  in  the  citv, 
which  for  a  long  time  ivas  invincible  Ijy  every  other 
means ;  but  the  approach  of  the  holy  remains  (as  our 
monkish  v.-ritcr?  gravely  assure  us)  iustaiitly  proved  their 
'anetity,  by  putting  an  end  to  its  furious  desolation." 

In  the  chancel  iliere  were  fonnrrlv  four  sione  stalb 
r>r  the  ofilciating  pricsN;  ;;n(l  on  Uie  o|)pof-!te  si;Ie  two 
'■roue  rc:'f~~i-  Ir  v  tLe  holy  \v:;ijr  aud  ihe  .-acr:?d  relics. 
The  tapr.-try  I'.jr  the  nltar-pieee  i- eMriuied  an  excellent 
pircc  of  \vorl\mansliip,  the  siihji'ct  a  coj)y  of  Haphacl's 
pietui-c  of  1-llymas  stricken  with  blindness,  \vliich  was 
worked  at  a  nunnery  in  Fi'ance.  The  window  above 
contains  a  few  fragments  of  its  once  entire  and  beautifully 
painted  sulycct,  "The  genealogy  of  the  Virgin  Mary." 
The  double  line  of  trefoil  headed  arches,  supported  on 
slender  pillars  above  the  choir,  give  a  chaste  and  elegant 
appearance  to  this  portion  of  the  building.  In  the  south 
aisle  are  three  tombs,  supposed  to  be  the  sepulture  of 
three  of  the  abbots  of  the  fourteenth  century;  and  also 
jone  of  an  altar  form,  popularly  ascribed  to  Henry  IV. 
emperor  of  Germany,  who,  according  to  a  legendary  tale 
before  noticed,  was  said  to  have  escaped  from  his  troubles 

_^    find  to  have  resided  in  this  city-,   to  have  died  there;  and 
'^;!i>   liaN'o    hrcu   inieiTcd.  in  the  aUbt'v  ;   i-iiui\Tiiing  whom, 

'    -liowcvcr,   there    is  a   well-authcntieaicil  accoiiii!,  tliat  he 

;-|<-lfi-ed  his  life  at  Liege,  in  1106. 

^        The  choir  is  separated   from  xhi  side  aisles  by  five 

j^pointed    arciics    on   each   side,  with   clerestory    window; 
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over.  All  atn'oulatory  is  coiith;Licd  under  th£^e  windows, 
beneatli  wliich  is  a  row  of  stuall  arches,  resting  on  light 
shafts,  in  an  earlier  style  lh".:i  that  of  abbot  liipley,  to 
Tvhom  the  choir  has  been  ujcribcd.  In  both  side  aisles 
are  piscinas  on  the  sides  nearest  the- choir;  and  in  both 
the  vaulting  has  been  finished  with  a  more  acute  pitcli 
than  was  originally  intended,  which  has  au  unpleasant 
effect  from  the  awkward  juininy  of  the  ribs.  In  the  suulh 
wall  of  the  south  aisle  are  tuo  wide  arches,  apparently 
part  of  the  original  building,  from  the  form  of  the  mould- 
ings and  other  ornaments  of  the  pilasters  between  them  ; 
under  tiiese  arches  are  coffin-shaped  stones  ;  higher  up, 
and  close  to  the  door  of  St,  Mary's  chapel,  is  a  cupboard 
for  relics,  and  a  piscina  opposite  to  it,  under  a  rich  canopyj 
of  which  the  fo!lo\\-ing  is  a  tolerably  good  representation  : 


From  hence,  by  fulaii;g  duors,  we  are  aihuitied  into 
'S'.  Mary's  chajjcl,  or  the  Lady's  cliapel,  which  i.-  >ep.ira[ed 
from  the  choir  by  another  stone  screen,  apjiuiently  ot 
modern  erection.  Witliin  this  chapel,  Dr.  Cotes,  bisliup 
"t  s.lie-(,r,  ii;  l;'"f'l,  dui-iii:;  liie  dreadhd  lu'isi  culitm  in 
M;iiy's  reign,  s;ii,  in  judgment  on  Geurge  ^h^rsll,  a  jiro- 
testaiit  minister,  and  condemned  him  to  the  flames  loi 
herciy.     There  are  j^rayers  in  this  chapel  every  nioriiii:^ 
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ill  bix  (j'clocK  ill  siiiuiiier,  and  seven  in  winter;  and  in  the 
t:!iuir  (hiily,  iit  liall'-past  ten  in  the  morning,  and  at  iiiiee 
in  the  cveniiiL;-.  'J'liis  chapel  consists  of  a  middle  aisle 
and  iwo  side  aisles,  handsomely  vaulted  with  richly 
carved  key-?tones.  The  side  aisles  are  divided  from  the 
middle  aisle  by  tuo  arches,  sprung  from  a  massy  pier  on 
eacli  side,  aj)parently  part  of  the  original  building,  cut 
down  and  dusted  over  with  clusters  of  light  pillars 
terminating  in  elegant  pointed  arches,  with  quatrefoils 
inserted  in  nionldings.  On  the  north  side  of  the  chancel, 
which  extends  beyond  the  side  aisles,  are  two  elegant 
pointed  arches ;  one  contains  two  piscinas,  the  other  was 
apparently  a  seat  for  the  othciating  priest;  another  pointed 
arch  also  appears  in  the  opposite  side. 

Tiic  cloisters  are  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the 
ilic  church,  and  form  a  quadrangle  about  1 10  feet  square. 
'I'lie  cloisters  oi-iginally  consisled  of  four  vaulted  ^valks 
surrounding  this  sjiace  ;  but  that  on  the  south  yielded  a 
few  years  since  to  the  insidnous  working  of  time  and  the 
elements,  \vhicli  has  not  been,  and  is  never  likely  to  be 
restored.  The  late  Dean  Cholmondeley,  a  liberal  and 
zealous  patron  of  the  arts,  proposed  the  entire  restoration 
of  all  the  decayed  parts  of  this  fabric,  and  in  fact  accom- 
plished some  considerable  improvements  ;  but  he  termi- 
nated liis  valuable  life  before  iiis  purposes  were  realized, 
and  with  him  fell  the  laudable  design  of  repairing  and 
preserving  the  long-neglected  and  venerable  ruins.  1'he 
general  style  is  that  of  the  fifteenth  century,  w'uh  carved 
key-stones  at  the  intersections  of  the  vaulting;  the  win- 
dows obtusely  pointed;  a  lavatory  projects  troni  jiart  of 
the  M-est  cloister,  and  extended  along  that  of  the  south. 
Over  the  east  cloister  was  a  dormitory,  whicii  has  eitiier 
been  destroyed,  or  sufTcred  to  fall  into  decay,  much  to  the 
injury  of  the  appearance  of  tlicse  venerable  conventual 
ruins. 

In  the  wall  on  the  ruinated  siile  are  six  rccc-.-ed  semi- 
circular arches,  resting  on  short  pillars,  of  undoubted 
Saxon  masonry.  These  indicate  the  places  of  sepulture 
of  so  many   Norman   carls.     T'.^i"  beautiful   rcof  ef  the 
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r!.ii:-;i.'!'<  i#  (.'iiriclrd  \.viih  iiuiiieroub  scii![)lu;ed  ?!iil'Ms, 
(!t'\k-c'..  !.'i:ililriii>.  >vf.  Uiat  ornaiir^'iil  llio  iiitc'i-.^L'CjUi;^  I'l 
tliL-  t^Toiiaii;;'.- ;  an!  Iki'i;  i.No  are  <li;  com  Table  llic  aiuis 
c!'  llie  iir.-L  c:a-l^  <jt'  Che;-ur.  of  llenry  Ml.  Caniiiuil 
Wo'.sev,  ;!ie  sec  of  Vork,  aed  a  .-culpUii-cii  ii^;;iire 'jf  oiif 
Eiglitli  Heiir}-. 

Tlie  w  c>L  walls  opens  to  the  ii:;ve  hy  au  eui'ly  Ncrnian 
arch  at  Uie  south  end;  and  l<y  another,  now  clo--::',  li, 
t'oruicr'y  oi^ened  to  a  passaj^e  leading  to  the  gretil.  square 
<ji'  con\eiitL'.al  oOice?.  Another  doo^■-^^■aY  o[ipo.-ite  to  ilte 
south  wall-,  (closed  by  a  pillar  [daced  before  it,  to  s.ipporl 
the  present  vaulluig)  leil  to  an  arched  passage,  fornung 
the  abbot's  \\ay  to  the  church.  '1  he  arches  of  this  pui- 
sage  are  semicircular,  and  the  riijs  unu-iially  massy. 
Along  the  rest  of  this  walk  extends  a  kind  of  crypt,  con- 
sisting of  a  double  row  of  circf.lar  arches,  sprung,  with 
one  exception,  froiu  short  cylindrical  coiunnis.  This 
building  was  probably  used  as  ii  depository  tor  the  iui- 
ported  stores  of  v/hich  we  lutty  form  no  mean  ide;:  from 
a  charier  of  the  King  of  the  Isles,  to  the  abbot  of  St. 
Werburgli,  granting  ingress  and  egress  to  the  vessels  of 
tiio  monks  of  the  aljbey,  with  sale  and  purchase  of  goods 
loll  free,  atul  riglit  of  fishery  upon  his  coasts.  From  thi? 
circuaistcince,  as  well  as  froin  the  capaciousness  ot  the 
culinary  oflices,  and  the  refectory,  a  tolerably  correct 
ilka  may  he  formed  of  the  fondness  of  the  monks  to  g'-od 
living.  And  indeed  their  extensive  establislmient,  and 
their  being  privileged  \\-ith  the  range  of  several  n):mor.~  for 
game,  are  suliicicnlly  indicative  of  the  persuasion  of  the 
gentry  that  luxury  was  not  excluded  from  their  table  ;  it 
was  also  their  boast  and  glory,  that  the  poor  were  identi 
fully  supplied  with  provisions  from  their  bourUy. 

Tiie  nortii  walk  contained  the  chief  entrance  into 
tlie  rafLctunj  of  the  convent  (under-  a  rich  semicircular 
arch)  ;  and  at  the  east  cud  was  a  doorway  leading  to  the 
enlinaiy  oifi,,'es,  and  to  the  stair-ease  cf  the  dormitory. 
Along  liic  greater  part  of  the  north  side  ranged  the  relec- 
tory,  a  noble  apartment,  ninety-eight  feet  in  length,  and 
thiny-lb;u-  widr^    -a  ith   a  roof  of  oaf;  n",viiii;  on  brac'.;ct>. 
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.,Uieh  wa.  .-..noved  about  1804.     iu  the  .outl.-.a^t  .u^h  , 
i„,,hc   pan  Ml,orcasi.nccislcUbyadefincncyoiWK.- 
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is  a  fiiglit  o.   stoj)?  v.-Uhiii  the  wail, 


U.acling  to  a.i  Oratory,  o!"  which  tho  iollo^vi, 
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The  rofbctory  of  vhc  monastery,  on  the  esia.)ii>.m,t.^ 
of  the  see,  was  fouu-l^I  and  eudo',v.d  by  Henry  v  ll.  and 
ha.  ever  .hicc  been  u.-ed  as  a  free  grammar  scuoo!,  under 
the  name  of  the  Ivnig'*  School.  In  the  sonlii-w«t  curr.er 
of  this  room,  is  a  curious  stone  pulpit,  the  ongmal  n.e  ot 
M-hicli  is  not  easy  to  coryccture,  unless  it  <.\as  designea 
for  the  reading  of  lectures,  or  as  a  station  Irom  which  to 
entertain  the  monks  with  music  during  their  leasts  ;  it  is 
highly  iinlshed  hi  the  gothic  style,  and  u  deserving  oi 
close  attention. 

Ill  the  centre  of  the  area,  auci'mtly  calici  tltc  Spncc, 
but  more  recently  the  PrsfS-?,  wnere  a  g/a.s-piat  is  now 
formed,  there  was  an  old  cistern,  of  which  tlic  cavity  stdl 
remains,  into  whicli  water  was  brouglic  i.)y  pipes  from 
Christletoii  for  the  use  of  the  monks.  [See  voi.  i.  p.  431.] 
By  the  accumulation  of  stones  and  dirt  for  generations, 
the  e-round  within  this  area  had  risen  nearly  to  tliebottoui 
of  tlu-  ^to!K■  xviudow  frames,  whco  in  1S27,  die  envth  was 
Mink  tliree  or  four  feet  deep,  and  (lie  rubi>ish  removed, 
under  the  direction  of  the  late  Dean  Coplcston,  whose 
7.falou.i  and  disinloresled  services  in  improving  the  catht 
dral   and  paridi   church  1   ^lud).  agnia  \v.^^'■   occasioned 
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rt-.-onl.  The  windows  of  tiie  cloisters  were  origiiialh 
f,'l;i.'.oi],  bill  ilic  glass  has  long  shice  clisappeureil,  am!  evcu 
i:>  bciiutiiV.l  frames  and  slender  niuUious  are  fast  failing, 
unregarded)  to  decay  and  dilapidation. 

Tliat  beautifal  cdiriee,  the  cliapter-liousc,  stands  in 
the  walk  of  tile  cast  ciclster.  and  is  divided  into  two  apart- 
ments, the  lirst  of  which,  the  ve.^tiblde  (thirty  feet  fo\u- 
inches  by  twenty-seven  feet  lonr,  and  twelve  feet  higii), 
lias  an  arched  roof  supported  by  four  coKuuns,  each  sur- 
rounded with  eigne  slender  pihislers  without  capitals, 
-vhich  converge  near  the  top  of  the  colunui,  and  spread 
uver  the  roof.  Along  the  left  side  is  a  stone  seat  for  the 
attendants  on  the  business  of  the  chapter.  The  inner 
apartment,  or  chapter-room,  is  fifty  feet  long,  tv.eiity- 
six  feet  broad,  and  thirty-five  feet  high.  All  the  windows 
are  in  the  lancet  style  ;  tluit  at  the  east  end  consists  of 
five  lights,  and  a  simihu"  one  is  over  the  western  entrance. 
An  ambulatory  goes  round  three  sides  of  the  room,  and 
where  it  jiasses  the  windows  is  carried  between  the  mul- 
lions,  and  a  corresponding  scries  of  light  shafts  connected 
with  them,  ^vhich  terminate  in  foliated  capitals,  and 
support  the  mouldings  of  the  lancet  arches  above.  Not- 
M'ithstanding  the  soft  nature  of  the  stone,  ihc  carvings 
are  beautifully  fresh. 

The  entrances  both  from  the  cloisters  and  betv.'eeu 
the  vestibule  aiul  the  chai)tcr-liouse,  arc  gothic  ;  but  ap- 
parently of  a  later  sjiec'es  of  architoctiu'o  than  either  of 
those  rooms.  Tlie  wii.do'.vs  on  each  side  the  door  of  the 
outward  entrance,  were  till  iatel;-' of  modern  coustruclioii, 
and  but  ill  accorded  ^■,■ith  tlic  antiquity  of  the  building. 
But  it  is  a  subject  of  gr;;iu!ation,  that  during  the  year 
IS29  they  were  taken  down  to  ni.il;e  way  for  others  more 
suitable.  Inside  the  old  arch  are  two  upright  columns, 
with  caps,  above  which  are  umUions,  terminating  at  a 
point  at  the  top,  the  inslerstices  filled  \vith  dianioud- 
foniied  ghi.'.ing.  In  (he  eliapti.r-l.ju-e  i>  r.n  e\celsent 
library,  heioui^ing  lu  the  chapter,  i;i  which  are  many 
scarce  iMSS.  carefully  preserved. 

Pennant  fi.ves  the  foundation  of  the  chajiter-house  ia 
the  time  oi  Randal  ihi  fir.-,t.  carl  of  fhcsLer.  who  died  'u 
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...^'  ilM.u!  uiiu;u;.d.toRnn(bi,luulbccniutc,-ml  a.ti.o 
;.hunl,-var<h>'  .h...i)l.cy  ;  thcnr.tcaroonhcnq>i,e^vwus 
r„  r  MUAC  ihe  bodvinto  tl.i.  bmldii>g^,as  the  mc.t  botiour- 
,,,i:   ,,i,,,_a   vc;pcct   wlun.   >vould  ccrtaml;;  h.ve  l.cx-n 
;,, id  to  it,  had  tlus  eui(kc  existed  at  the  ihne  oi  h,.  dr-h. 
Mr  LJ-merod  seems  to  d(,uot  the  eoavcluess  c;r  t  ns  eon- 
iocU.ro,  as  to  the  period  of  it.  erection  :    he    o...ervcs 
taut  Mr.  Pennant  is  Mo.t  probably   r.ybt.vm  snopo.u.g 
a    the  sau,e   respect  u-ould  have  .,een  pau   to  the  rc- 
;;:LufearllU.,h,atthetlu.condsdcat.aae..^^^^^^ 
house  hud   then  existed;  but  adds,   tnat  ^In.  -s    .- 
„,erclv  tends  to  pvove  that  a  chapter-hoiHC  .  .-    .   t    > 
Randal  Mischi.es.  bur  a.  nu- as  can  be  .ueirealo 

W   reasonably  doubted  \vnrt,.ci  an> 


arcbiieciurc,  it  mas    .-  -  . 

p,vt  of  the  present  eha,,er4,ouse  was  evect«non,bu 

Iheextiucta.northelo.aleavldum.     Adnuttm,,  hw.  eva, 


I   to  l.c   the   correct  one,  this    beauliml 


the    h.ter    [.. ,  .  .  , , 

buildiui;    u-a,    rai-cd    .  arly   in   tl'^^'-■^--:^'•'^  '  j  ' -^[^ 
distance    Iron,    the    |,.-e-e,.t   l.n>c   ol   a-    lea-,    ...in.ad.u, 


veai 


In    one  of  the  so.o.ien   pres:.es    kept  ,n  the  chapter^ 
hoti^e    Is  p.-eserved  the  head-pavt  of  a  stone  eolbo,  tou..d 
hevc  in   1724,   by  Mr.  Henchman,  a  school-taasicr  :ne 
coffin   inclosed  a  body  con.plctely  svra,M^ccl  at  ydt  ea.h. 
the  skull    at.d  bones  of  which,  it  is  -^a.d,  ^rere  cimte  hesl  , 
and  the  strings  which  iastened  together  the  .lucles  ent.ie. 
Inin.ediately  over  the  breast  wasa  very  slngi.lar  covenng, 
or  shroud,  made  of  paper   nicely  platted,  so  as  to  lorm 
most  elegan.t  little  squares  of  black  and  whue  ;  a  wo U  s 
bead  is  also  cut  on  the  colf.n.     From  the  fa.tter  laet,  .t 
has  generallv  hee.iLakea  for  granted,  that  these  remains 
were  those  of  tl...  i;-.-.  at  Lt.pr,=,  our  t\r>t  local  .nonarch; 
and  iu  this  co..elu-;lon  our  a..liquary    IVnnant  seems  to 
conru.-.     R.it  uotwilhManding  this  authority,  aa.al  ..v  the 
iu,p,.hu-  .e,.tin,.n.,   .h>av   i~    vcygood    .va-.n    u.   ooub. 
Leo.Tectnes.;loraUhot.ghit   be  true,  .hat  the;>  oil  , 
head  erased  is  clearly  dlsce.-niblc  upo.i   the  stone,  md.ca- 
ti.e  of  the.  insi.,..ia  of  Lnpt>s.  yet,  as  the  Lyson.  observe 
-,hav  i,i:o  reason  lor  -.apiu.^ing  U  to  have  been  eo-CNa) 
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'.villi  liiiii  :"   l;i.?'ul^';-,    :is    ihf   fame   wiilcr.*   .■  ;iy,  i;:-t:i..iri;-.j 

;  (ImiL-cs  do   not.  ;ii>|K."ai'  tn  Imvc  hccn  '\:iivoihK\:(\  or.  M\n!;i 

i>f  art  bofoi'L'  Uicliiird  i.  who  coiniiu'iK';.'!!  hiv  fi-i./M  iii;:;iiy 

;i   century   a!"lor    I^ii]m^V  (k;ilh_,  n;)!'  ti;i  ;e;;uiv!!i--:;l  u>.:n;;i- 

;  ■    ■  r'l'jtits  ;.ll!  the  tiiirtCL'Uili  c:itilury,      h;  :iL-i;-Liri:)';  ;h'j  pojiu- 

l.ir  oj>iiiioi:,   it   may  likewise   bi'  iirgeci,    tl',>'.t  uiiiler   ih.e 

v.-olf's  head,  the   hlouc  bears,   i:i  a  cv;'her.  the  i:;iti;d..  ut' 

R.   S.   v.'luc-li  can   have  (ui  ct)ncei\  aliK' apiilieiuion  lo  (air 

iS'onnan  luonarch.     'I'liose  writers  who  admit  the  va;id:tY 

of  ihis  reasouiiii,'',  have  had  ;-ecourse  to  oui-  uhi  aisnals,  iii 

srnrch  ofdi'-lin^nisheil  i!idi\'idiiids    to  wlum;  the-e  initial.-; 

'  are   apidicable.     Thus,   llic  2lHgna    Britannia  sn;:i;c.sts. 

thai;  they  desigriate   those  of  Rd.   Seynesirdrj/,  who  uas 

elected  abbot  in  1349,  and  what  is  now  conjectured  io  be 

part  ol'  a   collin,  is   iu  fact  the  relic  of  some  iiionument 

executed    in   his   time,  i)rcvious  to  his  death  in  iriG;),  aiul 

burial  in  L(jndiar(i\ .     Ti/iS  individual,  dnrini;-  his  abl;aey, 

was  distinguished  f_u'  nothing  but  his  i)ro!ligai-y  'Mxd  deliis- 

quency,  foiM\-hich  he  ^\•as■ultinlatcly  ejected  by  i!;e  pojie.'' 

The   assumption,   therefore,  of  this  being    the   worlc   of 

Scynesbnry,  in   coniiecliou  with   the  vague  conjeeiure  of 

the   "coiliu  being  a   relic  of  some  monument,"  carries 

with  it  but  a   very  remote  probability.     There  is  much 

more  likeliliood,  tliat  this   relic  designated   the  place  of 

sei>ulture  of  abbot  Simon   lliplei/,  \vith  whose  name  the 

(||-  initials   are  in   ])erfect   accordance.     Tlie    name   of  this 

\  abbot,  who  occupied  his   station   I'nim   the   year   1  ]S5  to 

\  l-l!.l:7,  is    associated   with    magniliccnt   impro\  Liiieiits   i;i 

l,  almost  every  portion  of  the  abbey,  and  he  uiiglit  therefore 

\-  ji.'stly   be  tiioiigiit  \vorl;iy  of  honourable  interment  in  the 

r         .  chapter-house.     In  support  of  this  hypothesis,  Mr.  Orme- 

irod  observes,  "  the  initials  arc  clearly  S.  R.  and  tlie  wolf's 
head  corresponds   in   style  of  carving  v^'ith  a  similar  one 
=  itUrod\ice(l   by   Simon    lliiilcv  on    the   ti;\ver  (if  Saiahton 

|i.;  jiiaiior-honse.i'" 

-  *  •    S^L  MX  ricouim  ..:"  Uiis  Aljl.ot,  vol.  i.  p.  ■j;i:J.:i. 

+  A  consiiLi.ibli;  portion  ol' die  ii-,.-.ruir-hi)ust,  now  Ciillfd  i'ii!V//i(mi-.'i«c(, 
^  J'lll  i'xis:s.  ^lul  i-nnsiiloi.Mi;  i:s  ,ii.tii|iiity,   i^  in  .in  tv;vl!c-nt  slaiuot  pnseiva. 


m.-^i'iiin    O!'  ( 


iin[i,.:i    of   till'    slo. 


;^'t(■|K•.■^   \\\U    C'.i;ivcy    '•Dill;'  toltTabh' 
iiul  shi-Diid,  as  they  ajipi'ui-eil  wtu'u 
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lion,  particularly  the  r/rcal  tntrrtnce,  v.lierc  tliu  sliile  for  the  ancient  port- 
cullicc  still  remains  entire.  It  was  built  by  Abbot  Rij-.lcy,  in  the  lificcntii 
century  ;  it  is  castellatcJ  ;  the  outer  arch  jjointcd.  On  the  west  side  is  u 
tine  lofty  square  tower,  leaded  at  the  top,  ascended  by  a  narrow  spiral  stair- 
case, which,  however,  is  much  worn  ;  near  to  the  tower  is  a  projecting 
window,  and  undernea'.h  a  v/olf's  liciid  erased  ;  and  iinmediately  above,,  is  a 
figure  of  the  virj^in  and  cliild,  under  a  beautiful  canopy.  After  the  refurraa- 
tior,  and  the  disputes  relative  to  the  lands  of  the  dean  and  chapter,  the 
maiior  was  possessed  for  a  great  number  of  years  by  the  Calvcleys,  and  during 
the  pretectorate  it  was  sold  under  the  sequestration  net,  to  Charles  Walley, 
innkeeper  of  Chester,  v/hose  grandson  Jolm  dyiiict  witV.oiu  issue,  it  was  pur- 
chased of  his  widow  in  17o.),  by  Foster  Cunlifi'e,  Esq  grandfather  of  the 
present  Sir  Foster  CunliiTe,  of  Acton,  whose  property  it  now  is.  The  old 
mansion  has  long  been  converted  into  a  good  farm-house,  whieii,  with  a 
suitable  portion  of  land,  has  for  many  years  been  occupied  by  JJr.  Peter 
Dutton.  As  an  object  of  curiosity  to  the  antiquary,  particularly  the  nncietit 
ii>wer.  .ltd  the  seiilptnred  deviees  on  its  walls,  tliis  old  manor-!;ouse  attracts 
viry  ■;.  i'.;ral  noiiee  ;  wliile  the  line  and  extensive  view  whicli  it  eou>n!.-;id.( 
o;  il'.e  surrounding  country,  procures  for  it  not  unfrequent  visits  from  the 
nobility  and  gentry.  Mr.  Ormerod  notices  a  tract  in  the  British  Mustuui, 
entitled,  "Letter  of  a  sad  Tragedy  by  Prin:c  OrifKn,  at  Seytnn,  ncerj 
Chtsler,   and  his  several  f.ilempts  against  tlie  I,ady  Caul?cy,  and  the  bloody 
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Other  Collins  ami  fragments  ofniortality  were  disco- 
%'ered  bencatli  tlic  two  rooms  of  the  chapter-house,  of 
earls,  their  countesses,  or  of  abbots;  but  tlie  great  level- 
ler, death,  had  reduced  them  to  indistinguishable  dust. 

The  earls  who  M'ere  interred  here,  v.-cre  Hugh,  u-ho 
died  in  1101 ;  Randal  the  first,  or  de  Aleschines,  in  1128  ; 
Rantlal  the  second,  or  de  Gernouns,  who  v.-as  poisoned 
in  1155,  by  vVilliam  Peverel ;  Hugh  Cvvelioc,  who  died 
at  Leek  in  1181;  Randal  the  third,  or  de  Blundeville, 
who  died  at  Wallingford  in  1232,  where  his  bowels  were 
interred;  his  heart  was  buried  at  the  abbey  of  Dieulacres 
in  Staflord^^hirc,  and  his  body  transported  to  Chester: 
finally,  John  Scot,  who,  in  123/,  underwent  the  same 
fate  as  Randal  the  second.  So  that  every  earl  of  the 
Norman  line  was  deposited  here,  excepting  Richard,  ^^  ho 
perished  by  shipwreck  in  1120.  Of  the  abbots,  Geofry, 
who  died  in  120S,  and  six  others,  were  buried  in  the 
chapter-house,  or  its  vestibule. 

On  quitting  this  beautiful  ofticc,  we  turri  lo  the  riglit, 
and  proceeding  through  a  vaulted  passage,  cahed  the 
Maiden  aisle,  we  gain  the  site  of  the  once  extensive 
kitchens,  cellai's,  hr.  belonging  to  the  monastery,  but 
which  have  all  been  swejjt  away  to  nuike  room  for  liio- 
dern  alterations.  Above  these  may  still  be  seen  the 
remnants  of  the  ancient  dormitory;  here  also  is  a  view 
of  the  outside  of  the  chapter-house;  and  those  who  have 
witnessed  its  inward  excellence,  will  lament  the  nro- 
,gvcss  of  d;e.:y  obviously  dis,'<  niilno  i;;  i:>  civuvai.i 
appearance. 


rn.ir.Iir    fur   wliLIi  he   i.s  (Inl  ml,.  Sn.ll.rul.      l,..i 
h.  W.  litlJi."     'J-<,  »Iul  inci.'.-.i  Ihi..  tii.,-1  rrror,< 


n.ixiii.;'  taki.'ii  a  L;eiK'i'iiI  \]c\\'  ot' iln'  lii-i.ii)  ul  lui" 
nt\rii'n!  slriiL'turo,  at  consklcrablc  leiiylii,  ami  iuL'orjja- 
riitii!  ^-cii'..,'  iiici'lunts  wliicli  may  not  he  tluuii;!il:  altw^cilic! 
nii\i'..|-i'i,y  ui  iiolicc,  my  task  may  still  lie  lhoui;iit  'mcoiM- 
iijiti',  wiihuuc  noticing  ;l:i'  nu'isiorials  of  the  dead  ^^■i]icll 
ii  c-o!i!aiii-.  I  mnst  ])rciMi>(\,  however,  l!;at  uiy  [ii'Dposer! 
liinil-  \vill  not  allow  eiUt  i'ing-  into  a  leH_:^'theiK'il  detail, 
or  qaotitig  at  large  those  ell'iisions  of  affeetion  cr  friehd- 
=  I;ip,  v,-hieii  generally  adori)  tlie  tombs  of  dejiarted  n)or- 
tality.  There  are  a  lew,  ho^'cver,  which  may  claim  a 
more  especial  regard;  but  stil!  the  list  uuistbceoiifidered 
rather  select  tl)an  general;  the  epitapli  form  of  bre;il<ing 
the  iiiscrijitioris  into  distinct  lines  is  dispensed  MJih,  In 
order  to  v.voi<l  unneccs^arv  extension. 


>r()M Mi'.xTs,  rxsi'iapTioxs,  cr.  ix  xiii: 

CA'liifJii;  \l.  OV  Clli-N'l  Kit. 

William.  Nicholls,  of  Chnrllon,  K.q.  f.S.A.  atul  a.'jiuty  r  -ivaai,  JioJ 
Aug.  10,  l.'ilin,  aged  -13. 

An  elL-.L;ant  iiyramidnl  marble  monument,  by  Nolkkoii?.,  ihe  uiijilt  pari 
representing  a  female  ligiiro  leiming  on  a  rock,  below  wliicli  is  a  titokcn  an- 
chor, with  armorial  bearings  :  inscribcO,  "Anna  Helena  Mutiliews,  tlaugluer 
of  Peter  Legh,  Esq.  of  Booths,  in  this  county,  and  Anne  his  wife,  died  Nov. 
VIII.  MDccxciii.  In  menmry  of  her  .tmiable  di>])osition,  her  liberality  of 
mind,  and  conjugal  afiection,  her  husband,  John  l\Iattl>ev.s,  cj  tain  in  llic 
royal  navy,  li.is  erected  this  monument." 

A  pyramidal  marble  monument,  by  Nolleken.-; ;  over  the  insoiiiitiun  t 
boy  weeping  over  an  urn,  inscribed,  "  Saered  to  t!ie  memory  of  .Samuel 
Peploe,  LL.D.  chancellor  of  the  diocese  of  Chester,  aral  warden  of  tlie  coll'-- 
giatc  church  in  Slanchesier.     He  died  Oct.  22,  1/21,  a^;ed  iy^  via:,." 

A  monument  to  the  late  Dean  .Smith,  D.i>.  in  vhite  m.;:.ii.,  e\Leii!tii 
by  Banks,  representing  a  ueepiiig  llgure,  sitting  by  the  >ide  of  ::i:  mn,  in- 
scribed, Blessed  arc  thoy  tiiat  mourn;  at  her  left  hand  lie  tiir..e  v(,Iui;:".i, 
lettered  Longinus,  Thucydiues,  and  Xenophon,  over  uhicli  is  laiti :  n  inverted 
academical  c;ip.' 

Ag.iio.sr  ilu-  s.une  pill.u  i,  ilu-  f.duuvin;;  in-. vi|.iio:i  on  a  n. ,.;  i.'.lil.  I, 
ornan-.cined  vlih  a  bust  of  .\n-!i.  Tr.;vi.s_-- Sa.i-.d  to  i!ie  i.ur  o;y  of  ;!.- 
Kev.  (leorge  Travis,  .M.A.  late  arclideacon  of  Chester,  .md  vicar  of  lla-.lim:.., 
in   this   counly,    who  departed  ll-.i,  life  Feb.  xxiv,  .••iDt  e  xe'vii,      I!.^  '.vai   ■ 


/ 
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iiian  '.li'  extensive  icia'r.ing,  active  niintl,  and  goiieroui  Itean,  v.liieii  .\tu 
assiiliKHisly  exeited  in  ilic  service  of  religion,  his  counirv ,  ami  liis  nuiglilidiii  ; 
liis  loss  will  be  lon^;  regretloil,  ami  his  virtues  ever  reveled.  Reader  !  llii.t 
eiiluL^y  is  no  llauery,  Ijut  the  sincere  lestiniony  fif  a  siirvivin;];  fiiend." 

Tile  nionuinent  of  Mrs.  IJurbara  Uod  ;  a  bust  (;;  very  inele^:i/ii  niie)  i; 
lived  over  tlu'  inscri)iliiin.  Under  il  tile  anus  of  Dod  r.iid  iVloigil!.  iinaileily 
— '•  To  tlje  memory  of  j'\lrs.  ljarbar;»  Dod,  wlio  devit.ed  lier  estate  in  liough. 
ton  and  Cliilder  'i'lioniton,  in  the  county  of  Chester,  ;o  l)-.e  luinev  canons  <ii 
tliis  catliedral.  t^lie  was  daughter  of  llandal  Uod,  of  Edge,  in  the  same 
county,  Esfj.  by  Barbara  Ids  wife,  daughter  and  lieir  of  M'iUi;'.ni  iiloigili- 
of  Gray's  Inn,  Esq.  Slie  died  in  Ijondon,  .July  tlie  loth,  A.U.  \.'iK<:,  and 
•.vas  interred  tlie  -Juih,  at  St.  Martin's  ehutcli  in  tlic  Fields  ;  and  fur  the  p^i- 
[letuation  of  tlie  memory  of  such  a  benefaeliix,  tlie  [.nsent  minor  canon.-, 
.I.ij.  U.T.  T.L.  .J.!j.  liave  witli  gratitude,  it:  honour  to  her  name,  creeted 
this  iiioiioment,  an.  dom.  jiuccxxiii." 

In  the  north  aisle  is  a  large  nuiral  monument,  decorated  with  miliiavv 
lio|iliie5,  tiiid  inscribed  as  follows  : — "  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  C'aiuain  J-ihii 
I'liillips  Buchinnran,  of  the  ICth,  or  queen's  regiment  of  light  dragoons,  v.i'" 
in  the  glorious  and  decisive  battle  of  \rATEItLOO,  on  the  IPth  day  of  Juiu , 
lUl.'i,  was  killed  by  a  musket  sliot  in  the  hour  of  victory,  in  the  '27tli  year  of 
his  age.  Accomplislied  iu  all  tlie  qualities  which  distinguish  the  soldier,  nr 
tidorn  the  gentleman  ;  liis  courage,  his  zeal,  and  devotion  to  his  iiroiessioi.-, 
whilst  actively  and  unceasingly  engaged  in  the  memorable  camjiaigns  i.i 
Portugal,  in  Spain,  and  in  France,  acquired  lliui  llic  frieiidsltip,  the  coniideiiiT 
and  jnst  adniiration  of  his  brother  ollicers.  In  the  more  retired  scenes  r.l 
private  life,  lie  was  no  less  exemplary,  superior  to  every  meui  avid  sellisli 
consideration;  he  was  uniformly  liberal,  aflee.tionato,  and  unassuming;  ahd 
whilst  his  ingenuous  disposition  and  unaffected  manners  secured  the  eonlidenei 
and  esteem  of  all,  the  loss'ta-llich  his  family  and  friends  have  sustained  by  his 
glorious  but  untimely  death,  can  never  be  contemplated  williout  eiuotious  ot 
deep  and  sincere  regret.  His  alHicted  mother,  and  only  surviving  parent,  has 
L.uised  this  moiuimcnt  to  be  erected  to  the  memory  and  virtues  of.!  b^.lovtd 
and  hmeiitod  son." 

Over  the  steps  leading  to  the  great  western  entr.-.ncc,  isa'l'.eautiful  n.aibi 
niommient,  executed  by  T.  Gibson,  of  Liverp.iol,  inscribed  :—•■  I'ied  in  lii'. 
cantonment  of  lAIouhiiein,  in  the  liurman  empire,  on  tlie  Cr.d  o!  Febru.ity. 
IIUl),  Major  Tiio.MAs  Hilton,  late  in  conimand  of  the  !.'jih  r^gimeni 
of  foot,  av;cd  40  ;  after  a  service  of  H  years  in  his  Majesty's  ;uiny.  aiul  Jli 
of  that  period  in  the  .l.'iih,  in  which  he  seivul  with  the  highest  hon.mr  to 
iiiniself,  and  credit  to  his  corps,  sharing  with  it  in  the  greater  iumd!e:  of  i!ie 
many  distinguislied  laurek  acquired  by  tliat  re-jiiment  during  the  i)iuu.sui..i 
war.  As  the  last  tribute  of  respect  and  esteem,  for  the  soldier-lil.e  a'ld  ma.iiy 
aimable  qualities  that  distinguished  him  as  a  commanding  oilicev  .nid  irieiid  ; 
lids  niomiinent  is  erected  by  Incut. -Col.  ViooREUX.  C.B.  a;:d  the  (Uiieeis 
of  the  l-,;h  rc|du:eni."  Tw..  luMi.rs  w.ivc  bJ.nv  tnc  ab.  ve  ir.^iipl-on.  -^"d 
■I'-  lolU.Uh,.;  ,,!, „■,■..  ill,.M,.un..  of  ihc  |..oii>.  .M,,i..r  lllb.'i.  bad  1^..  .0- 
■,a,.Ml  in,  alMi  apne.u  :_••  i;„l.ia,  T.d.u.  •.  I'u.Mvs  dUi-.'i.  (.Md.ui 
Kadajos,  Vitloria,  N'ivelle,  Totilouse,  \'hi:iei.i,  liu-'.-.t.i,  Kodrigo,  S.J.in::.iK.'.. 
j'vrenees,  Orthes,  Peninsula.  .Xva." 

On   tlie  same  side  of  the  entrance,  a  large  monumcni,  ornannaiied  wiib 
twisted   pillars,   weeping  ligur.s,   and   loliage  in  a  b.ad  taste,  but  mm b  la  . 
homed,   inscribed  :_"  U'o   the   perpetual  uirmoiy  of  the  eminently  loyal  -■' 
vol.,  IJ        11 


."^•1 


ijaTliKV     <a-    C'llKMr'.H. 


M,  ii  w:,.iii';s,  of  IVc.vcr,  i"  lliis  tuiuUy.     He  iliocl  in  il'C  sovviiv  of  l.is  r"-- 


:iml  tmiiii'-y,  ;:i  l!";  il'lV 


p>f  the  city  of  Clicster,  wiu-reiii  lie  mevUetl  siiisjiilii 


1- -,.•„■  ibi  lii--  •■aUUly,  coor..!je,  anJ  coiHhiet.     He  left  \:y  Hester  his  Luly 
""    '     '         '  -    ristophei-  Vi'.ise,  in  the  couuiy  of  Bucks,  l.s'i  "^ 

"hlers.     His  eldest  ilaiigh'tr  .TuiMlh,  manietl  unto  S 


f,:  ,M..i.,cr  iiul  heiress  unto  Cli.istopher  V.'.ise,  m  tlie  couuiy  of  Bucks,  l.s  i-) 

;;  'I.us  ontl  two  tJaughlers.     His  eldest  datigh^cr  .ImMlh    m.nietl  ttnto  b,. 

'^'•^  ^.shy,  of  Adai,„tou,  .  .he  cottnt,  of  ^^^ ^J^^' J^J't^ 


;;".H,t^rUster  unto  Sit   Tiiouu.  Grobbhau,  How,    of  Ke™y,l=y,  in  the 

■  f"  n--o>M     Kt      ilc  ilicil  honourably,   hut  innnaturely,  m  the 

''"rlv..^uh'vc«;f  hi.  n;.-.  net.  9,  1(M4.     His  l.tly  r.li.t  cre.:tc=l  this  n,„. 

„umc;ttofhe;cvorl-,.tins  love,  .ntl  his  ncver-ayi,-  h,.,.or.  (  el  ^'-      ;y. 

n,   'he  -^oiU'i  si.l2  of  .hen;.ve,Hvery  nf:...;mato!ei,il,.kt,i%eent-.iloj 

,))•>•■,••  .•  I'atiC'l  'inJcr  iiuicr.  boiUly  sii!>evint;,  CNcmiioy  .o  t.ie  ilisUi.o^e 
,.irti,J  duties  of  lite,  she  she^vul  both  it.  her  laith  t.,c!  i-raeitce,  vhM  U  ts  u, 
t,c  a  christtan.  Her  mot^vnlul  relations,  deeply  as  they  Uq=lore  th.los. 
^-  ..vievc  .-,01  as  those  witltu-it  hei>e  ;  but  httn.bly  trt.st.r^  m  tl^e  tnctCK  o! 
■L..i  ,hv.u:-h  Jesuf  fhvis.,  .hey  look  bcyo.td  the  gr.ve  to  li^etr  v.wanl  li. 
:,.     v.,n:    Noveu,ber    !:>.;.,    1782  t  dceeaced    iMay   .,:b,    U--_l..l- 


ji]  ■;<. 


.'a'"'- 

-ant  iv.avble  monument  r.a  the  tt-e=.t  enu  ol  llie  n-.vc,  v. 


scvibed  :  — 


.li...  lie   the  remands  of  \i'...li.M   W.t.xv,   f-1; '-^'^  ^'fl"         ; 

>3.^   Kshnan   of  foot,  or  reyal   \VelsI>    fnsileers.    who  dei-arted  thts  Ue  a 

PM;..h  ,-d.  -n  Ibis  county,  on  the  2ath  .lay  of  .Tniy,  in  the  yc=r  oi  ottr  l.o   • 

i-  ■-;  "..::,.  ,  1  vtars.      Tlie  military  career  of  this  gallant  oQ-.etr  (v.-  nd.  eo.i.- 

■■;  ;.V^"t    he  capture  of  Copenhagen,  antl  afier^bein;;  exteuled  throughout 

■J  i  ;:;  ^^en^sular  war,  tcr.ninatcd  gloriously  a.  Waterloo,  ani  .he  cons^quun 

^  .  UM' -I- l^-n  of   Paris)   was  distinguished   by   the  union  of  many  of  the  best 

:  ru;!::t!,S.  V  o^^o  eliarac,cri.=  and  ennoble  the  gumino  British  .old.er. 

{■.I  ,vrn..tu-,te  the  memory  of  liis  valour  as  an  officer,  and  oi  his  slerh,,^^ 

rin^Tl^,  U.ls  moimmcnthas  been  erected  by  his  '^^'^^^^'^^l^^^^ 

,,,  „\,;;Kev.  John   HalfMi,    r''^'>'^'' t:"'^"^' ? -.^'i;":- ton. 
.„.:t.d  by  her  allee.iunatc  and  tiiat.ful  s>^ter  Han.es  1  aUot.     TIk  n 
i..a.h,eitdomortrouble.     Pr.v..i.;i."     J'^  J^J  '-,?  ^:;^^      '  1  ^  1,!; 
a  pretty  circular  device,  i..eh,Mi.g  this   pa;,sage  of  liolv  v.n  .        ■  '  > 

■■'■'"■,"    ;,,„,  ..isi,   ;.„a  nearer  to  (he  e:,st  d^r  ol  the  elo^  -.-..  is  a  h,n,d- 

lu  tie  .aim  ..iste.  .mune^  ,,,■    i.kuicnant    1.:.wkesc^ 

t.o,i.e  tablet,  mstnhed:— "  l'<    me    i.ic.iorj     -  „...„  li,.,!  i-, 

\r,.,....M   llALSVKO,    Of  the   li7a.,or    It.y.dIri:hlusiL.v...,o.lied... 


1„  ,11-  nonli  aisle  of  the  nave,  a  neai  mubletuldet,  execuu:.!  by  Sir. 
.i,t,\vilh  ihi.  inseiiption  i_"  To  the  revered  memory^ot.lnr;;ar.^ 

:■      '  _.         ,.    ,  .  1  ..  ,l:  .,1    A,,.„,.f  til,     i  (12..:  tins  tablet  IS 


...le,  M.i.a.  mil.  1"^;':  :>i;e.l  ?L:  y^..rs.'    Till.  11.' 
....    .,  ,,    „,.,.,  .,;„1  .«it...u:.  h,-  !li^e.olh>roH., 


1    l,:,..|n...:!    lll.<   .VICSSI 

..vla.lo-.v  h-\c  the  li.  IJ  1 
1.  mi.  ,...^i;-il.le.  ;"i 

...,.1„1C'I.  VI.'.  1.  »l  ' 

.lov/ 
\  i.iu 

h  biu 
he  h). 

liiK  c  \T.i,';aivAL,. 


.-■.; 


I'liL  ii.wili  u.iii....;;  ij  anvvj  wiiii  ,1  b.._aliha  CcLuiiijili  ut  iliir  1..I.  •,.L,a:iv 
SiK  J.iiiM  '.iliKV  £(.:.1110X.,  liiirt.  of  Oiilton  P,-ii',,  in  iliis  coiiniv.  w'r.idi 
's  .hi.-  Dior.-  iii:iL-rvi:ig  iioiic-.',  IVoin  ihi:  cinii:i.s;..i;Ci;  ol  its  luiv-ir;  Ucn  t-ivcK.I 
!i_v  ;'k-  i.ilim;;iry  ■Mu\  >|iuiiU'i^oiis  lih/iality  of  til;:  fUiz^'iis  of  (";;.'.ici,  "v 
uIliiii  !u  'vas  lii.;!ily  L.-iluuiiiud.  iiis  .ciunias  wav  ii'lcrral  iji  ilu.-  f.unily 
v.iiik  ,n  iiiuUvorih,  n'  (liu  uili  of  JiiiK  L-ji^j,  wliii;  an  ii>-i;:inisc' anuoiir.-.'. 
,if  |).Oi>k-  f.oiii  ll:^-  iunc'iMuUnjj  cuiuiny,  ,iiul  partkuki-ly  fiuni  the  ciiy  oi 
Cl'.cstj;-,  aU.'iuk'il  to  )';iy  lioiiout  tu  liis  (.■'uM.-ijiiios.  'i'iii;  foUoninjr  ij  ;;  :;;,•'.!■,;; 
■jf  tlif  cioiuiiin-'iu,  with  lliu'  inscTiption  u;!.!jv  it  :  — 


-i'li 


f 


^^S^i^^c^^S3^:^r7[?^^^^^ 


.:..  .    i,,i;;  ,>;  i:i,c!-i. ;,  IVovintir.l  Gr.\i-.,i  .M'.v-c.-i  oi  the  .iiic-.f',  u.  c  .i'-;^  .iK-ri'iol  .M..- 
.M  iho  .-.iiihly  p.il.iliTio  of  ChcslCf.  and  oiio  ol  llu:  roiirc.v.nt  jliv!  .if  1  hf  my  ,i;  .'hr.  H-r,  n 
;n.i  suctLvsivt  i-,irli.ui.oiiti.    li^.m  Klli  .Inly,  ':>«;  ,lici!  OjU-.  Miiv,  l;r..--r  •  r.i.  I'l  Ui 

iii.un  \i.u..>.,\,il',!i.;  '.Ii..!  :-..inHi:iu..ii  >.  :.i,!-.  |.,'..l.!..iii..i  li.'Ui  ..II.  ■.>(.-.»  sill U'lif 

!n.  1,11,  ,.-,,,.  .1'.  ,,  ■,.!  :.„i„l;.,  iTulv.u.n  1.1,1  1,.  liiiH  vv.li.  .ilivilK.  .111,1  il,;c,,!vl.U!..iuir, 
li.m  u..,v  ,s.ul,  li.,>,  .:,.:,,:  llih  i.loluiMulii,  I,  Ml  ill;:  In  Uk'irl.ilMi!-u-lllCil',cil.ilor^l.ili 
1.1. U-  .111.1  ..11,  ,ti.,i:.  10  huM  ui.  lorc.N.iiiitikMli.  i.uiiily  in>;ii;hi:!et!,llivMiiii.ivt.rinv:-.-. 
10,1. ■.  il„-  ...,.„.,o.„  hfiievMli-mc,  Uis  uiu-i,  ,ii.;,ni-  liiciiiisifir.  lii.'  zv.-il.uis  im-l  inc..  ,ii-,:.:.l ' 
!':ilrii)lhM,i,  wliKli  i;vti  iii..rki:rl  ll.i  ..iMuf  icr,  Mi.l  wuiili'il  llR  csliaiu'l  oftlici;  :i.,iio..:,-.ii  • 
Jil.l  i.,l.i.."i„l,.-|.   li.-],r.-.,iu.U;vi;." 


y 


C.t;  umTuRY  OF  fiir,;5Ti:«. 

or.;'!,  .a  i\v.iily-i;i;;lil  nuinipnculs  tint  cooiijiy  tin.  novo,  iiN  :'i.-li.'..  ;ir;,l 
il.c  riiiiil.  tnins'-iil,  il;i.'  ab.ivc  silcclion,  wliioli  cir.lmiCiK  il;e  iivineii>:.I  i'lics. 
naVMiflii-.c. 

In  tlie  ('ii.ii  It  -Mv  loiir  inonnmcnls  only,  iKiiiifly.  rliose  nC  llislicp  ."^iv.it. 
1,11,1.  wlir)  tlin1  170!;-7!  l-!i.':lio;i  Pcploc,  wlu>  (licil  17">-";  !)^:m  Anl.ii).'. 
;hi(l  li';;il  ;  ana  Aivluloiicon  Enlwistle,  died  I7II7. 

NiiHTii  Ai.-iLi;  OF  THE  Ciioiii — 0;i  a  pl.ain  li.ii;  stone  is  w  nicinoii.!l 
i.r  ;i  l.i'.inrions  Clicsliir.'  .antiiiuary,  the  Rev.  Juliii  Stones.  A  i\l.  who  \ims 
mil-  C'l'  the  minor  canons  anu  sacvist  of  the  catlieilriil,  ;nul  rocloroi'  To'liiingion. 
i)n  tht.'  .stones  in  tlii.s  ;-.i.<k  are  also  memorials  of  two  sons  of  Artlidiacon 
l]ntwi.stlc  ;  and  of  the  Rev.  John  Prince,  minor  canon,  and  rector  of  Thurs- 
tii'.ton  ;  lie  tlicii  Nov.  ;ii),  17i).">,  a,i;ctl  7.'!. 

South  Aisi.t; Are  memorials  of  the  Rev.  Tliomas  Incc,  A.JI.   iliu! 

April  5,  I70!i;  and  of  Sti.saii  his  relict,  1707.  Charles  IIendim:'n.  17::!); 
nnil  of  liiu  v/ife,  son,  and  two  daugliter.';.  Uniler  a  wide  arch  stink  in  the' 
sonth  wall,  which,  from  llie  ornament.s  attached  to  the  pillaVs  near  it.  ainiear.> 
pari  of  the  ovi^inal  huikling,  is  a  coflin-shaped  stone  over  the  remains  of  .soiin- 
•liihot,  with  a  cross  ileury  iin  the  lid. 

Nearly  opjiosile  to  this,  is  the  altar  tomb  tr.aditior.allv  e.'.cri'.icd  to  Henry, 
Kin|ieror  ot  fiermany  ;  I'ur  more  nrol).ably  ooverin;j  l!>,'  roniains  of  o:,,-  rS  the 

l-lirr  .d-l.ni,.-. 


i\IKM()RfALs  T.\  S'i'.  MARYS    CllAPHV,. 

In  the  north  aisle  , arc  three  memorials  of  tlie  Gastrell  fan, ilv.  on  lar.t;e- 
ll:i;;-.'.loncs,  two  of.  which  .nre  inlaid  with  marble.  The  style  of  the  com],osi- 
lions  is  tumid  and  bombastic  in  the  extreme ;  I  sh.ill  here  introduce  only 
one  of  them,  which  will  amply  jtistify  this  remark,  and  aflford  a  .suflicien.; 
specimen  of  bad  taste : — "  Underneath  ate  deposited  the  remains  of  Edward 
Peregrine  Gastrell,  Esq.  who  resigned  this  life  the  2-lth  of  February,  1/72, 
:5ged  CJ.  Is  this  his  death-bed  ? '  No  !  it  his  shrine.  Behold  hiir-  ri^in^  to 
alt  aii|;el ;  enterin;;  tlte  harbour  like  a  g.allant,  stately  vessel,  he  hoists  his 
ilag  of  hope,  through  the  merits  of  our  blessed  Kcdcemer,  i-iding  before  a 
stately  fjale  of  atonement,  till  he  makes,  with  all  the  sail  of  an  assured  failli, 
the  Iiappy  port  of  a  joyful  resurrection.  JIc  lived  in  the  fear  and  love  of 
r.nd,  and  died  in  Clirist.     Believe,  and  look  with  triumph  on  Ids  tomb." 

ill  the  centre  aisle   are  memorials   to   the  mcnioty  of  Lawrence  I'v^j!,, 

prebendary  of  the  cathedral,  who  died  February  27,  \']\C;  aged  !!fl .M'illiam 

Fynmore,  iirchdeacon   atid   prebend,   IfifiR,  aged  C"? William  Case,   sub. 

deacon,    1(;34, — Rev.  E.  Mainwaring,  A. iM.  prebend,  1780,  aged  71 Rev. 

Abel  Ward,  A.Jl.  arclideacon,  178.J,  aged  C8. — Tames  Falconer,  Esq.  17:',};. 

—.John   licchc,   alderman.    \C,?,a Edward, Roberts,  deputy  registrar,  ]~o-i. 

.i.'Tcd  73 — Rev.   Thomas    Tonman,   17fi,i,  aged  IM John  Tonin.an.  Escj. 

I7.':i!.  agi'd -21.— [,i,ut.-t;,n.  Ilem-y  Whiil.T.  co!„n,'l  of  the  Dtli  regiment. 
;.n,l  !\I.,ria  bis  wife,  1771  —  Feter  JInghe.s.  A. HI.  rector  of  CaeiM  y^.  FHi,l- 
shiiv,    177;;,— M'illiaiii  W'illianis,  vicar  of  Uodmanchestcr,  1782.— Tiiomas 

Hughes,   Esi|.  \'oynal,  f'ardiganshire,  18(17,  aged  IM Rev.  C.  nc'ulun.'ni, 

A..'\i,    17.1 1. —Charles   Ilenchmai!,    Estj.    1810,   ag,d  72 Frances,  wife  ..• 


TilK    CATIIF.Dl'.AT,. 


Ul 


\ 


Utur.Ku   S:ilusl)iu7    TowiislkiiJ,  i;si|.   177.-..  — (;ui.r4;c- .-aUisinuy  T.iini-.li.'iKl, 

ICsii.    U;(ll M.iri:i   Goori^Uinu,  (lriii:>;litcrof  Ailmiviil  liuwi-n,  I.'IIO,  ai;«l  Vi 

yonvs M'illi  scvcr.'il  nilicis  of  minor  iniportaiice. 

Oihcr  wu'miJiinis  rrrently  placid  in  St.  Marti's  Chiqii-l — Against  llu 
iiiiiiii  jiicr  of  llic  soutli  iii.vlc,  is  Hliandsomc  monument  of  wlii'.e  mavblc  ; — 
■'  Sacrjc!  to  tlie  iv.umovy  iif  liAitii-MiA.  llic  wife  of  Ilufm  RoiiEirr 
UuniiF.s,  E^q.  of  l>:'.cliL'-!iall,  near  ll.is  ciiy,  anil  ilati^htCT  of  .(nlm  J5ocly- 
olian  S|>arrow,  Ksij.  of  Ki.il.lull,  in  die  county  ofAnglosv.':!.  ylie  lUcd  very 
ilLi-)ly  lanicntctl.  on  tlit-  31st  DcctmLtr,  lil21,  in  the  Slith  year  of  licr  .•t;.;e. 
'i'liis  nioitrnful  tribute  to  lier  elicrislicil  memory  antl  eminent  virtues,  was 
trectctl  by  her  aR'eetionate  husband."' 

On  the  west   sitlo  of  tlie  north  aisle,  a  neat  marble  tablet,  with  the  !:j1- 

lowin;;  inscription  : •'  Near   tliis  place    arc  inte'ieil  tile  mortal  remains  of 

llic  Rev.  Tluimas  JJaililocU,  M.A.  late  prebcntlary  of  this  catlicilr.il,  rector  of 

the  Holy  Trinity,  in  this  city,  and  Novilieiiden,  in  this  county.     He  died  tlie 

12th  day  of  February,  182.5,  in  the  C4th  year  of  his  age,  and  tlie  fortielb  of 
his  ministry   in   this  citj'.     This   monument  was  raised  by  his  afl'ectionate 

widow,    En)ma  .Vnne,  and   sincerely  attached  sisters,  Margaret   and  IMi'.iy 

iMaddock ^And  now,  Lord,  what  is  my  hope  ?     Truly  ir.y  hope  is  in  tlice." 

Ps.  xxxix.  «. 

On  the  boor,  the  nortli  side  of  the  communion,  a  stone,  inscribed,  "  Hcv. 

E.  W.  Barnard,  Jan.    10,    l(12t>,  aged  30  years .Emily  Barnard,  Jan.  (>, 

lli2.'l,  ajjcd  K;  montlis—IIail  !   and  Farewell  !" 

In  the   wall  of  one  of  the  piers  on  the  west  side,  a  plain  slali,  with  iliis 

this  inscription  ; — "  Oriflilh  Rowlands,  Esq.  surgeon,  died  tlie20tb  of  March. 

1828,  in  the  Gfith  year  of  his  ase." 


I 
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PAKISl!    AXP  ClirkCJI  or  si',  OS^VA!,i) 

'i'ais  pari'li  i:5  more  exLcnsivc  iii  it^'  !i;.:i[s  tlia:!  an} 
iitlier  wif.liiu  tlic  city;  it  cxIcihIs  into  the  cminty  palaiiiic, 
and  comprelicnds  I(lcnsha\v,  in  tlic  liuadrcd  of  Edisbiiry  ; 
Crougliton  and  Crabsval!,  in  Wirral  liundrcd  ;  l!ic  islar.il 
•){'  Milbrco  at  the  niyiith  of  ilie  Dee,  and  J?ache,  VVervin, 
and  Great  lioughtoa,  in  Broxion  hundre;!.  In  this  hi.'^t 
hunih'ed  it  lias  ;dso  the  dei'.eiulant  chapeh-y  of  Braei'a, 
eon-ii^tini;-  of  the  idwu.-hiii^  of  C'harch-en-flcath  (Ciiur- 
lon),  Saiiditoti,  !  luminutini,  and  !Aa-cuii-Ne\-.bold. 

Froni  ihi'  -ill-  ol'  ihe  ISenedieline.abbey  of  St.  Vi'er- 
bnryii  beint;'  ^iiuated  wilhin  this  |)ari?b,  it  ha.s  been  im- 
projiei-ly  dL-noininaled  in  several  odicial  retiuais  the 
parisli  of  St.  U'erburgh.  After  the  iiitioduction  ofregtilar 
monks  into  the  nionastci'y  of  St.  Wcrburgh,  aneienlly 
dedicated  to  the  Holy  Trinity  and  St.  Oswald,  the  name 
of  tliis  patron  saint  was  retained  by  that  part  of  the  eon- 
venti'.al  church,  which  was  set  apart  for  the  use  of  the 
inhabitants  of  the  ))aris]i,  within  which  the  moriastery 
wa.-^  jjiaccd.  Tiiis  ])art  i)robably  occupied  the  sile  of  that 
transept  of  the  cathedral  which  forms  the  [jrescut  (laj-i-ii 
eiiureli. 

]e.  tliv.' eharlulary  of  Si.  Weiburgij  is  an  ehirai'.ee  iVuin 
iiog'er,  bislio))  of  Coventry,  compelling  the  [jari^^jiifmers 
of  St.  Osvv-ald's  pari^;h  to  ineJose  tlieir  ceniet>.ry,  and  to 
repair  ihat  \\ing  of  llie  nave  of  liic  church  of  Si.  Wer- 
burgh,  adiiiining  to  ihe  cemetery.  The  name  of  St. 
()>N\ald  ilov.-  nel,  hii\\e\er,  aiijiear  lo  have  hi  en  origiu:'.Uy 
■ii-ed  for  ih,;  pari,'-li.  In  the  lieeaee  of  ai>in\iprlalJon  by 
^Viilia.nl  Coiadiidl,  bisho|)  of  Cuvonti'v.  it  \<  cjdled  Ui; 
,!ai-i--h  cliurch   .,!   St.   VVerl)ur:;h    and   it  i-   calied  b    lb- 
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;-imic  liaiue  iii  aiioUior  curiuus  clociuncm,  wIrtcIiv  ilio 
iibbot  compounds  to  puy  to  tlic  rector  ol"  Stoke  a  cci-iaiu 
pension  in  consicloratiou  of  recfiving  in  right  of  hi.-  pari^h 
I  liLirch  of  St.  Wcrburgh,  and  Iiis  cha|.>el  of  VVervin;  the 
tithes  and  church  duos  of  Stoke,  and  reiaiuiiig  the  right 
of  burying  M'ithiii  llie  cemetery  of  St.  Werburgh  the  bodies 
of  iho.-'o  dead  in  Croaghton,  Stoke,  Stannevj  fiohne,  and 
lialf  of  Whitby.  An  abstract  of  the  licence  for  appro- 
priation, and  the  ordination  of  tlie  vicarage,  extracted 
from  the  cliartuhuy  of  Si.  Werbaigli,  arc  subjoined  in  a 
iirtle.* 

fii  a.!i  arcliiteetural  ])oint  of  vie\v,  ilie  eliui'eh  of  Si. 
Oswalil's  forms  an  essential  part  of  the  Cathedral,  of 
which,  it  is  the  south  transei)t ;  but  is  a  jiarish  church  to 
all  civil  and  cccle.siastic;d  purposes.  This  transept  is 
.^aid  to  have,  stood  on  the  site  of  the  fir.'^t  churcli  of  6';'. 
I'eler  and  St.  Paid,  which  was  afterguards  changed  to 
that  of  the  IIolj/  Tri/titi/,  and  finally  to  the  name  it  noAv 
bears.  On  the  rebuilding  of  the  church,  this  transcj.-t 
\vaj  designedly  cidarged,  and  ;dlo(ted  }i\  tlie  n^.onk.s  to  the 

"   Cliriria  WilL'i  Eji'i  tic  J^jtrojirudionc  i'icariiv  S'c'i  O^icaldi  it  CapdlaT. 
th  Brueru  et  Wyrvin.     Ihirl.  MSS.  ISJij.j,  and  2103.  KiS. 
M'iU'nius  Covcnt.  cp  'us  lotum  aUcragium  p'oLliiiilis  tccl'ic  S't'c  Mtr- 
buvgc  cum  tjus  pcrtlnen.  et  capfllis  dc  Brucra  ct  'Wirvin  ct  caruni  pci-iincn. 
ink'yrc  ut  plenaric  in  pvnprios  usiis  nioiiacli.  Cent.  co;ifirmavit ;  salvo  p,iu(k';ii 
■  jure  mag.  Hugo,  dc  S'c'o  O.swaklo,  tjuod  in  illo  aheragio  hubuit,  (kkuiuHu 

vi.vcril :  ita  ci.uidem  quod   p't  ejus  dece.>-5um  d'c'i  monacliiper  aliijucm  ab 
y  confnuribus  suis,  jarachiaiiis  d'c'c  tcct'ic  divina  adminibtrtnt. 

[  .  Ordlnac'o  .Simo.  do  Balidcn  sup.  A'icarii  S'c'i  Oswa!:',!. 

'  f'ictt  per   Alc.\.  (juondam  Coven,   cplscopuni  c.>iti(it  ordinatuin,  (pio.l 

h  vicar,  aliar.  S'c'i  O.swaldi  in  mensa  .ibb't's  lioncstu  pen'm  ct  annuatim  XLs. 

(   "  p'cipiat,  tamen  q'd  per  scdciu  ap'licani  i'lut  slatuluiii  ([uod  facultalesecd'iar. 

(vicar,  nrdinari   debcant.  magV  Synion  de  Balidcn  ofHc.  Rngcri  Covcnt.  ep'i. 
ordin.avit,  cjuod  vicar,  d'c'i  allai.  cum  porlionibus  p'd"c'i.<  li'e^vt  in  pirjiauunn 
t-  un:i<n  bovatam    tcrrc  in  villa  de  Brucra  cam    magno    gardino,    el    toUnu 

L  all' ntgiuui    cap'lle  d'c'c   ville,  salvis  Abb'i  ct   conventui  morluariis  et  ob. 

)'  l.ic'.aiibus  i)ro  mortuis  I'acicndis ;  ct  tj'd  h'cat  unam  mansani  in  P'^oncsltin.: 

f'  I'll  .i'i'".v;  luon.iihiis  assij;nat.   n  unam  rob.nii  luuunnam  di.  .vecia  d'icoruu' : 

.ii^KjMil.u:,   i:i,„ii    duel    luM-.e.^lc   l.iciel    d.srniri  ;  il    .iliiuu   ■■.ipclt.mun    sibi 
'  '  :■lH■iuui^ui.^^uulpIibu.sin  cccl'iatv'i-'e  Wcrburgc.  .pii  per  f|uali,i)i  diis  cuju^!i^|  ' 

j  vpiimaiic   in   altavi 'i-'c'i  O.'^waldi,   et    p.-r  t.e;,   dir,-,  in  cap.lla  de  i;ir.i::ii'..i 

i  ;i!iiUMr..l.ji.      n'c'ii^  \'-ri.  r':-b:';-an-rjuam  ,1  ,!rnti;bii  ii?:.pilidii..'vn' 
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nciyliliourin;.;  iuliabUant?,  \\!ici  we-re  lur  i!r  iiioh-l  j'ur! 
>L'f\auis  ami  louauts  bclouying  lo  the  abbey.  It  ik)(.-> 
iiui  appeal',  ibat  llic  abbots  ami  monks  ii.'U  sali^licd  hi  a 
.-iinciuh.'i'  ol'  what  tlicy  cuiiisuiei'cd  a  portion  of  ibrir  own 
lircc'incts,  to  the  use  ot'tiio  kiity  ;  and  therclbre  aliempted 
to  ihvcit  their  attachisieiits  (rom  this  s;;crei!  edifice,  bv 
buildiny:  and  endowiu;^  with  a  viL-ara;,'e  auotiier  structure, 
to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  the  chapel  of  St.  Nicholas, 
which  was  situated  a  little  lo  the  south-west  of  the, Cathe- 
dral. The  iahubitants,  however,  dislikintj  their  accoiiuno- 
(hitioiis,  or  probably  jealous  of  the  usuri)atioii  of  the 
monks,  made  some  efforts  to  be  restored  to  their  ioriuer 
church;  and  by  a  composition  between  the  mayor  and 
x\hl)ot  Ripley,  about  tlie  year  14yB,  the  south  transept 
was  again  appropriated  to  their  use,  of  which  they  have 
retained  posses.-ion  ever  since.  The  elia[)el  of  St.  Niehu- 
kis  now  fell  into  disuse;  and  was  sub.-e(;uentlv  con.-i;;ncd 
to  secular  purposes.* 

Notwithstanding  that  the  parishioner.-,  seem  t(;  have 
ielt  themselves  secure  in  the  undisturbed  posse:-?iou  oT 
their  parish  cisureh,  yet  a  century  alter  the  tlissulution  oT 
the  monastery,  a  latent  wi-ji  was  (hscoverable  in  the 
ecclesiastical  rulers  to  e.vcliule  them  from  this  poriioi;  of 
the  building.  Bishop  Bridgcmaa  attempted  to  remove 
the  preaching  of  sermons  on  Sundays  and  holiilavs  to 
the    nave   of  tlie   Cathetiral.      For   this   purpose,    son.e 

-  Old  U'lhb,  -.1  ho  wrote  nearly  -'00  j'e.irs  ai;o,  give^  the  lul'owiii"  ae- 
touin  of  tlie-  transiniuation  of  this  building,  after  it  liad  been  iilxmdoncd,  :i-. 
a  iihicc  for  divine  worsliip  :_"  It  seems  tliat  tjic  chapel  of  .St.  .N'iciiolas, 
serving  to  little  use,  the  citizens  purchased  it  unto  tlieaUelvLS,  and  made 
thereof  a  two-fold  use  of  great  conveniency  ;  and  dividing;  tlic  same  by  a  floor 
in  tlie  middle  thereof,  the  lower  room  was  ap)iointed  ibr  liie  stowage  of  nojl. 
corn,  cloth,  and  oilier  commodities,  to  he  vented  and  .^old  by  foreigners  and 
strangers,  at  times  allowable  in  the  city.  And  tlie  upper  room  for  a  sloUli/ 
scmlc-house,  for  the  assemblies,  elections,  courts  of  his  hi-lniess,  ero.vi:n:,.i.j 
un-  pleas  of  theertmn,  kept  there  before  li'.e  n:.  yor,  re.ordir,  ai.i  .'.Kluinei:. 
ili.ii  .lie  his  .ll.ijesiy's  justices  of  ilie  pe.iee,  every  si\  H,el.s,  and  lor  the  juMi. 
mote  of  common  pleas  every  fortnight;  and  for  the  court  of  record  li.r  the  ' 
city,  called  the  I'eiitice  court,  held  helore  the  sherifls  tlirice  a  veek,  t.\ce)>t 
.sonieiiiui.,:  other  buidness  will  not  ])crmit ;  and  thecounlv  court;  Ibr  the  roimy 
of  the  eitv.  aceofdin;.;  as  the  hny  appniiiK." 
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pi'L'imraiions  were  made;  a  puliiii  was  i)fuvi<le{i,  aiul  it 
was  iiio!.t  probably  iiitLMulcil  to  place  i)e\vi  in  llie  bi'uad 
aisli'  ;  but  the  parishioners  so  eilectiially  re,-,i<tL'il  what 
/  ihey  (lei  nieil    au   iiifriM^xiueiit  of  their  ri'^lit.-:,.    thai  the 

sclieiiic-  was  aba.iuloiieil.* 

Previous  to  the  year  152'),  there  w^rc  no  seal.^  in 
iliis  clitirel),  excepting  those  a|ipro[)riatc(l  to  the  muyoi 
and  cor[)oratioi!.  An  old  author  who  wrote  about  1G22, 
says,  "hi  this  [)arish  church  is  the  great  assembly  both 
ol'the  mayor,  aldermen,  slierirrs,  jieers,  and  tlie  iclwlccily, 
to  hear  the  sermons  on  the  Lord's-day,  and  other  (estivaUj 
especially  in  the  forenoon,  being  iiuleed  the  mo-t  spacious 
and  lit  place  for  that  occasion." 

Additional  accommodatfons  were  afterwards  miuie; 
but  the  church  had  become  greatly  dilapidated  and  unlit 
for  divine  worship,  when  Bishop  Law  presided  in  the 
diocese.  That  prelate  therefore  flirected  the  parishioners 
to  put  it  into  complete  repair.  Accordingly  tlic  v.hole 
was  new  flagged  and  pewed;  a  new  pnlpit  and  reading 
desk  added;  and  the  old  gallery,  which  was  at  tlie  west 
side,  taken  down,  and  a  new  one  erected  at  tlie  south  end  ; 
the  \\alls  were    cleaned,  and  the  whole,  as  far  us  possible, 

•  111    nuiicing    this  su'nject,   t!ic  aiulior   of  Kiiuj's  Xah:  lioyal  wairuly 
I'ul'.t'jizi.'S  the  zeal  anil  i)icty  of  the  bisliop,  allhoiigli  the  laity  apin;ai'   lo  havi 

L-nttrlained  very  tlili'ercnt  views "  Lately"  (says  he)  "  the  lower  ciiil  ol'  tin 

\,  broad   ile  is    graced   v.-ith  the  beginning  cf  such  a  monument  as  may.  to  oiii 

t  posterity,  be  of  more  fame  and  worth  tliaii  all  the  rest  in  this  anciciU  labriek, 

'  if  eitl'.er  the  right  reverend  father.  Dr.  .John  Bridgeman,  the  nov.'  lord  bisho]), 

V  .  or  liis   .successors,   do   Hnish  that  preaching  place  which   h;s  lovdsliip  halli 

already  begun,  with  the  erection  of  as  fair  a  pulpit  of  carved  wort;  in  wainscot 

\  as   1    have  any  wliere  seen  ;  and  if  ever  it  be  accomplished  witli  convenient 

\  1  pews,  and  provisions  for  the  auditors,  as  is  already  for  the  preachers,  it  is  like 

to  be  a  most  stately  place  for  the  public  sermons  of  the  city,  and  an  ornament 

to   the  whok   dioccss.     And,  as  no  doubt  his  lordship   was  moved  to  this 

intendment,   by  beholding  the  frctjiieney  and  great  concurrence  of  the  people 

.  to   tlie  public  sermons  here,  and  how  they  are  straightened  in  the  churches  in 

1-  our   great   assemblies  ;  so   that  aftcr-ages  shall  have  cause  to  praise  the  Ciod 

of  heaven  for  his  lordsliip's  godly   care,   who  seems   to   be  persuaded  such 

goodly   spacious  buildings  of  our  forefathers  should  not  serve  only  for  idle 

walU.s  lor  luir  feet,  ami  ga/ing  ohjecls  for  our  eyos,  but  for  the  service  of 'he 

'  giv::t    Kill;;  of  lie.iven  and  carlh,  to  whom  all  places  of  decency  and  couveni- 

,  cncy    slkiuld,    by    all   means,    be  employed   or  dedicated   in   one  degree  oi 

another." 
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i'ciK'\vo(i,  JO  tliat  it  is  now  one  of  the  neiiti'Ji  (.•liurc'iK';-  ii. 
llic  cily.  'J'liisiiiiiirovciucntis  coiiuijoiiion.nd  I'v  die  liii- 
lowiiig  iii?crij)ti'jii:!  on  two  tablets  ;  tiic  first  |)l:i'jcil  in  the 
Iron!  ol'llie  gallery  :— "  This  church  v.-as  reiuiired  and  oc-ah^ 
tilieii,  and  (.he  g-aliery  erected  at  tiie  expense  of  the  piui.-l;. 
in  the  year  of  cur  Lord  1826.  Joseph  !£aton,  M.A.  F.S.A. 
Vicar;  James  Smith,  Jacob  Lilly  Pudnu  re.  Churchwar- 
dens; John  Lancaster,  Samuel  Crabtree,  Ovi^rscers ; 
V/illiam  Cole,  architect."— The  other,  placed  on  the  \resi 
aislo  of  the  cluu'ch,  has  this  inscrii)tion :  '•'  'i'he  acccu- 
niodation  in  this  church  was  enlarged  in  the  year  18:.!>'>, 
by  whicli  means  322  additional  sittings  ^vere  obtain- .'. 
aiid  in  consequence  of  a  grant  from  tlie  .society  for  ' ::i- 
nioting  the  cnlargernent  and  building  of  clnurlics  ;.,!;! 
cliapels,  302  of  that  number  arc  hereby  declared  lo  b. 
free,  a;id  unappropriated  for  over,  ;>n;.l  are  in  addiiiuii  to 
ly,  formerly  in-ovi('ed.  Jo.'iopli  Eaton,  i\LA.  F.S.A.  Viciu- 
.(auK'S  Sniltij,  Jacob  Lilly  Podiricre,  Cliurcliwardcn.3." 

To  Uicse  improvements,  several  others  were  added 
by  the  munificence  of  dean  Cople.-ion.  ilitlierto  the 
•"crceu  wliich  iliviiU'd  ilie  parish  clmrcli  iVoin  tlie  sitle 
aisles  of  the  nave  and  choir  v,-as  comparatively  low  ;  but 
tills  he  raised  to  the  roof;  a  handsome  throne  lor  the 
bishop  ^\-a3  also  placed  against  this  screen  inside  th.c 
churcli,  on  each  side  of  which  is  an  elevated  scat,  one  for 
the  dean,  and  the  other  for  the  precentor.  Under  the 
superintendence  of  Dr,  Copleston  also,  the  g"''ound  within 
the  cloisters,  and  the  cliurch-yard  ^vas  lowered  to  its  Icvei,  yu^   ^^^ 

and  a  trench  dug  round  the  building  from  soi'th  to  north,  ^^^^,    ,-<, 

in  order  to  preserve  the  interior  from  dampness.     Other  ,./,^     ,„^ 

material  improvements  owe   their   origin    to   this  truly  /Jt/_<,t 

zealou.s  and  learned  divine,  and  lie  \ras  projecting  more, 
when  he  was  elevated  to  the  see  of  i..land.'ff  in  182/.  A 
memorial  of  ins  distinguished  services  is  preserved  in  a 
iiundsomc  (ablet,  fixed  immediately  over  the  bishop's 
Uaone  in  the  ehur>di,  ^^■hieh  bears  the  following  iuscri[)- 
tiiju  : — "'i'his  lalile!  i^  raised  by  the  pi'.rishioners  of  Si. 
Oswald's,  to  express  their  sense  of  the  munificence  of  ihe 
Ixight   Kev.   lidward   Coplcstoii,   T/.D,    Lord   Bishop   •.•!' 
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Ll.imliiif,  late  Deal!  of  Clic.-ier,  who  (.recuc.!  tliis  sci'.ci: 
.'.(  his  own  expcuje.     It  \v:i=  completcil  A.D.  IBliS." 

Oil  aLXOuut  ot'  ilie  iatln.i.lral  service  oceupyhig  the 
i!.-ual  ciuionicul  lioms  in  i he  lureuoon,  the  moniuig  ser- 
vice ill  tiiis  cliureh  eoinnijiico.-.  ;it  nine  d'cUicU  in  tlic 
i'oreiH)Oii,  an  arraiiL^eiiient  iiinlered  nce'.>.-:iry  by  its 
continuity  to  the  clioir. 

'ihe  vicar  is  presented  hy  the  dean  and  eliapter.  He 
lias  the  tithes  of  Churcli-en-ileatli,  a  part  of  all  tlie  tithes 
of  Salghton,  and  the  hi'.!ii!t.t  of  Newbold,  and  a  compo- 
sition of  5/.  fruiii  l.ea.  iJiuilin-toii  and  pari  of  Saighton 
are  tithe  free.  Ti:e  tithes  of  the  other  townships  are  held 
utider  the  dean  and  chapter  by  various  impro[)riators. 

The  registers  coinnieiiee  in  15S0  for  the  parish 
ehureh,  and  those  of  the  eatliedral  in  168". 

According  to  the  census  of  1821,  (lie  popalalion^of 
ihe  i)aris]i  was  -ijOol;  and  in  the  cathedral  jirecinct^  2/0. 
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I  Pi-escntal  Vlan-L..  puLrons.  Vacunoj- 

I-Jli;.  Ulu-'t  Ilu^odu-  ii'c'o  O.sw.ildo ■ •- 

1311).  D'nus    Joh.mnus  de  Fadics  Abkis  Ccstr 

VMU.  Hn-h  d-^  Cotcii Abbas  Costr 

1404.  U■uU;,^^■ii^;L■tau^Ilii;kek3■n  Abbas  Cc^tr 

Hobwtus  Dr.iktlow    

Mil.  JoliMP.LS  Torbock Abbx,  Ccsir i\  m.  Rub.  Dnldaw. 

Jobiiiii.cs  Ijurviiw  

1 4o;).  .lohan'.ius  Tonilir.soii Ah.  S.  'Werb I',  m.  John  Br.iro\T. 

I  '  M7:i.  Joh^itiiits  Rodibuitom Vb.  S.  Wcrb 1'.  i.-..  Jo.  Tomliiu.or,. 

i ,  I -VJi.  Uenricus  Rcyr,foi(l    A b.  S.  ^^'crb 

'--.  lri40.  Richiiid  D.ivys 

5  .  llichaul  Burgoss 

',  !i74.  M-miamCowpLT    Dean  and  Chapier.  De^tl)   Rd.    Buvgeso. 

j  15C0.  Martin  Rawney LitU} Death  ^V.  Cov/i.cr. 

;  1581.  John  Vv'hitopc    Ditto Deptiv-Mav.  Rawncy- 

i.  1539.  Rovland  Thicknc ...e Dit.o  Death  John  Whitopc. 

N-  .■  1C2G.  WiUij.ni  Case Ditto  

t  li;iJ.  J>^lin  ta.;ndol^;   I>i;!.'   

;    ■  l(i;-.  L,Lwr.ncc  1-o-c l>;tii ; 

>  lll'j:).  Avthur  Fog-e Ditto Ues.  Daw.  lo^ge. 

:  '■   ir.VJ.  Richard  Jackson Ditto .U^'.v-l'  Arthur  f  ogS- 

;  nc\.  CliarlcsHcr.chnvo, Ditto Ri;s.  Rich.  J^-^son. 
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178:!.  Tiumiris  l!rn:,c!hur.st Ditto   Dc^ili  Cli,  IIliuIh 

1(;03.  Thum:'.s  r^Ii'.waesloy Ditto  Dcatli  Til.  BroniUi 

1. ".!:).  .Ins,-|)li  i::ilon Ditto  lUsi-iud. 

ri  !  //,/.W     ._  1M7.  M'iliianj  ll.uTison Dim, '. 


M(f\rME.\TS  IN  ST.  OSUAf-DS  CilUiK  Ji. 

O!'  .ill  the  iiioniniioms  i'o;i(.-ct'  liy  \\\li'i>,  :is  tlecoiating  tliis  tliurcli  in 
his  time,  tlu'rc  arc  now  only  tlu't'c  runiuiiiiiig,  niinti,ly,  thosL'  of  bir  W'illiiini 
ticmii],  Tlionins  Green,  Km!  tlie  brass  forl'oiilk  Alder.scy. 

Tlicre  are  five  memorials  to  tlift'crent  brandies  of  tlie  family  of  Bootii,  of 

M'coilford,  vi;-. 1.  Oi   a  blue  flag-stone,  Thomas  Bootli,  eldest  sonne  of 

M'illim  liooth,  Esq.  d-id  the  3rd  day  of  January,  IG22,  at  the  house  of  his 
grnndfatlier  Sir  George  Booth,  knight  and  baronet,  in  this  cittie  of  Chester. 
— 2.  On  a  brass  plate  on  the  next  stone,  Johannis  Booth,  onuitis  aurati, 
lilii  natu  minimi  Gcorgii  Booth  de  Dunham  Classic,  in  agro  Cestrcnsi, 
''<iuiiis  aurati  et  baroncti.  Obiit  nono  die  Blaii,  anno  salutis  jiCLXxxvm. 
— .'i  At  the  feet  of  these  slabs,  on  a  white  niuial  monument  of  marble, 
orn.in)er'tod  with  the  arms  of  Booth  impaling  Hawtry,  is  an  inscription  to  the 
mcnio.'y  of  Slartha,  the  wife  of  George  Booth,  of  the  bouse  of  Dunham 
j"\(.lssey,  |;m|,  who  died  tl:.:  (Jth  of  May,  l/lfi — \.  Adjon;ing  to  this, 
anotluT  mi.ral  monmiient  of  wliitc  marble,  fixed  to  the  cast  wall  of  the 
cluireh,  in  tlic  north  .anu-Ie,  and  ornamented  with  tlie  arms  of  Booth  in  a 
lozenge,  ;i  ercseent  for  dill'erencc  is  inscribed  to  Klizabcth  Booth,  daugliter 
of  .Sir  Joliji  Booth,  younger  son  of  iiir  George  Booth,  of  Dunham  Massey. 
She  died  September  11,  1734,  in  the  year  of  her  age  0(1. — 3.  Near  this, 
against  the  screen  whicli  divides  this  transept  from  the  south  aisle  of  the 
choir,  is  fixed  a  plain  marble  tablet,  surmounted  witli  the  arms  of  Howard 
impaling  Bootli,  with  a  Latin  inscription  : — S.  jacct  Cathcrina,  Gcorgii 
Booth,  arm.  iiUa,  ex  Warringtoniaiiobili  doinu,  Ob.  Feb.  d.  !1,  a.  o,  I7fij- 
:i;t  !)3. 

On  a  brass  plaie  near  tliesc  :— "  Emma  Curr:e,  died  Sotli  of  April,  llilG, 
aged  near  eight  months,  the  infant  daughter  of  Licut.-Col.  Cucrie,  who  lost 
'lis  life  in  the  battle  of  Waterloo,  18  June,  Itilo." 

Near  to  the  altar  is  a  monument  decor.ated  with  military  irophi.s,  with 
the  following  inscription  : — "  Underneath  lies  the  body  of  Colonel  Kichard 
Wills,  brollier  to  the  Honourable  liieuten.ant-General  Wills,  who  married 
Mrs.  Elizabetli  Barclay,  d.augliter  of  tlie  lady  Catherine  Barcl.iy,  and  niece 
to  the  right  iJonourable  James  Earl  of  Barryniore.  He  departed  this  life 
'.he  2 1  St  of  July,  in  tlie  year  of  our  Lord  I7!:i,  in  the  .'jlllli  year  of  his  age. 
This  monutnent  was  erected  to  hie  mer..ory  by  his  moiirnfiil  and  beloved 
widow  Eli/alieth  V'/ills,  17-JO." 

A;;:lin^t  Ibo  l.i>t  pill.;r  of  the  e.ist  A^V.  a  i-.,inl..l  '.■.bUi  uiih  the  ain.> 
..lul  ,,u,irleiings  of  ■Wynne  in-.iMliiig  Glyiine,  in>oril".xl.  -  V.ni  will  lind  there 
vioth  lie  interred  under  a  stone  near  this  place,  the  body  of  tatherine,  tile 
only  d.iugliicr  of  Thomas  (ilynnc,  of  Glynnelivon,  in  the  co.  of  Caunarvon. 
Bsq.   latp   wife  of  Rowl.iiiJ  Wynne,  of  Llanunda  in    the  same  county.  Esq. 
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;--lic  iliul  on  i:h'  llllii  day   o(  April,  Miiio  (iimiiiii  li,;;,i,  biding  tiir  ;,:'.:h  v.-./ 
;.r  l\.,T  ago." 

N'oar  llio  loin,  a  mui.il  niommuiit.  iiisciibcil,  >' N\'ai' ilit  loil  of  il  ■» 
ii;arWi'  tycs  inlcncil,  ill  luipis  cif  a  jiiyi'iil  losunTclioii.  iho  luuly  nl' Saiiili. 
.vflict  (iC  Samud  Jarvis,  E^fl.  wli.i  ,1.  parlrd  lli).s  lilV  .]>,Iy  llu  ITili,  IJlr. 
agril  tllirly-sevcr." 

On  tlie  screen,  ami  iKMr  to  iho  liislaipV  thniiu-,  is  a  ncai  >;iarbli-  lablr.. 
CTicTvili'tl  by  Mr,  M'riglit,  of  lliis  liiy,  '-To  liio  memory  (iI'MiiiKin  tui-i. 
olieniist,  of  tlii".  i-iiy,  wluu^iiarUJ  lliis  lilV,  Xuvi-ml'or  I(!t\i,  in:i;,.a;4ia  ".1. 
Th.'  lal.li't  VMS  crcc-lal  lo  lii.  IkIovl'.I  nuniory  by  his  ali'iVlio-.MU- v.'ik  an>l 
moili.r. 

Ik-  licanl  a  voice  tlicy  coiilil  noi  liear, 

Which  saij,  No  longer  stay, 

He  saw  a  hand  tliey  could  not  sec. 

^^■hich  beckoned  him  away." 

On  the  west  aisle,  another  tablet,  "Sacred  to  the  memory  "1' Anne 
liowe,  wife  of  John  Lowe,  of  this  city,  who  died  Olh  of  July,  ]  IL'I),  iigL-d  -IJ 
years.  Devoted  to  the  duties  of  domestic  life,  the  instruction  of  her  childivn, 
.ind  the  exercise  of  practical  religion,  slic  lived  and  died  an  affectionate  v  ilV, 
a  tender  parent,  and  a  sincere  christian.  A]^o  underneath  are  intcrri'd  tin: 
renmins  of  their  three  cliildreii." 


bA 
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TAUIS!]   AXi.)  ('lli:!:Cli   dl''  ST.  .lOIIN. 

TIi'h  fliurch  occnpics  ll.e  site  of  ilic  di.--(il\  i  d  colle- 
giate; church  (Icclicatcd  to  the  saii;e  saint,  and  llic  catlicclcai 
of  the  Norman  diocese  of  Chcstei'.  Tiic  Ibuudation  (>1 
tiiis  church  i-,  ascrihed  by  Webh  to  F.llielnil,  Kilii;'  of 
Mcrcia.  and  .-laud  on  ihe  auUioriiy  of  (.liralihis  to  lia\  e 
(aken  piaci-  in  (ho  year  GSi).  This  authority  is  adoiitei! 
))y  tlie  author  of  the  Pulycroiiicon,  and  thus  htmnonunislii 
recorded  • — 


I'Ai 

:tOt'H)Al,    li.IiiTO 

i.;;  . 

The  veui 

ol  -lacu 

six  lu.iulccd  luiu-sauo 

,  lUla-, 

Asbaiil. 

my  autli 

i>r,  ;l  lirito:),  (jinliUis, 

Kill;,'Kll 

idiuil  mi 

luliii-  niin^t  tliL'  bliss  d; 

1'  liravL-i 

im\n\  a 

.cullegui 

:-lmrdi,  noiiibk'  an.;  liu 

liOUS, 

li;  llic  subiiilis  of  Ghe.-.Ur,  ple^sunt  .■■.";1  bvaiuiims 
111  tlif  lionour  111'  Goil  and  the  Ikijiust  f^aiiit  .lului, 
\rilh  die  help  of  Bishop  W'ulfrice  .i;,(l  -noj  cxhovMli-.;!.'' 

i'iir  c;uL-c  for  ihc  sc!ec!i()!i  ()''llic  ])ariic:iiiar  .•  i:.)i,  dii 
whii.'li  thi-!  church  btaiids,  i^^  thus  rccordcil  in  Kin;;',:.  X'lilv 
Ituyal,  wliich  evci'V  one  is  at  liberty  to  receive  ov  rejecl, 
.•iccordin:;-  lo  the  c.-'.libcr  of  his  cretlahty  .— "  Kii'.j^-  l.Ctl;el- 
rcd,  iiiiiidiiii;-  lo  huild  a  church,  was  tnUI,  ihal  ',\  here  lie 
^huiilil  see  a  \\hite  hiuil,  (here  he  .-houul  luillil  a  church  ; 
which  liiiiii  lie  saw  in  the  place  \\'hcre  St.  .h.;hii"^  eliiireh 
now  staiulcth  ;  and  in  rc'.nembi'aucc  «  liereut',  his  piclurc 
\i-a.->  placed  in  the  wall  of  the  L-aid  ciuirch,  whicl:  vet 
staiidetli  oa  ihe  biili-  (jl  the  steeple  towards  the  west, 
h;i\  in:;-  a  white  hind  in  hi.-;  hnud." 

.l>ishop  Taiiuei-  apjjreheiids  the  real  fouuder  to  be 
lilhelred,  earl  of  i\Iercia,  who  died  in  912.  Accordin^^^ 
to  the  Chronicle  of  Si.  \\'ei-huri^!i,  and  William  of 
iM.dnisbury,  this  chm-ch,  tiiLii  colk;:^iate,  '.vas  repaired  in 
10c>r,  by  LcoiVic,  earl  ol'iMercia,  and  its  endowiMeiils  and 
pri\ile^es  considerably  enlarged,  ll  is  thus  noticed  in 
Domesday  : — "  Ecclesia  Suucti  Johannis  in  civitale,  liabet 
viit.  donios  quietas  ab  onini  coi;suetiidinc  :  un;!  ex  his  est 
niatricuUirJi  ecclcsiiu,  uliie  sunt  canonicorum."  Th:'. 
same  recoril  also  observes,  that  Redeclive,  -which  then 
belonged  to  the  bisho;)  "  j)rius  ad  ccciesiain  sancti  Jo 
hannis  pcstinebat." 

At  (his  jieri(jd,  as  uieiitioned  in  the  account  of  ih" 
bisho[)ri(;,  the  sec  or'  the  diocese  was  then  placed  \\ilhin 
tills  church  by  Peter  then  bishop,  but  was  translated  to 
Coventry  !jy  his  successor  Kobcrl  de  Lirnesey.  After  that 
period  St.  John's  returned  to  its  former  collegiate  esia- 
bli~lu)icnt,  but  was  long  afterwards  considered  and  deno- 
min.iled  one  of  (he  three  cathedrals  of  the  ilioeese,  and 
reiahietl  in  it-  iiiunediate  neighbourhood  a  [\dace  of  the 
bi^ho[)j  ami  (lie  mansion  of  the  archdeacon  of  Chester,  the 
remains  of  ii-s  lornitr  iniporfance. 
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.\l  liic  ili^MjliilIoii  ill  liJ-17->  'ii"  tijilr^c  c-.)ii>i-;(.'(l  •.)! 
ijiic  ilciiii,  and  sewn  proljeiu!:?,  ov  t-iiuoiis.  a  imuiljr! 
whicli  a-icc-  with  lliat  of  tlio  houses  bi'li)ii.;iii;^  to  I  In- 
rliiii-c'li,  at  the  (iiiic  of  thu' doinc'sdax' sni'Nt'i .  i'h';rc  \\  riT 
■,:\-<>  tour  \icai-s  (line  yl'  whom  is  failed  a  |ircbcndary  in 
ihe  jien-ioii  roll)  a  cderk,  and  a  sexton.  i  lie  dean  in  tin 
(ir-t  instance  retired  en  a  iieiisioii  ot'xiv/. -v.v.  but  ai'ter- 
\.ards  was  made  dean  oi"  Chester  cathedral,  r.lanwarini;- 
uliiained  a  prebend  in  the  s;;aie.  Wliilbic  and  V-.'hiitoii 
(other  i)rebciidaries)  were  living  oii  pensions  in  ]55(J,  as 
v.vi-c  also  Houghton,  one  of  tlic  vicars,  and  liaielsf  and 
;ip  C'rinVlhe,  clerk  and  sexton.  In  (he  eeeksi;;.~[ieal 
taxation  of  1201,  this  cdiurch  M'as  vahied  at  20/.  ir,,v.  -1.7. 

,  Within  this  church  was  a  chantry  dedicated  t<j  Si. 
Mary,  which  is  unnoticed  in  the  certilieate  of  the  coiiinii- - 
sinners  at  the  dissolution.  It  will  perliaps  adnilt  a  duubt 
whether  it  v.  as  the  nionasteriuiii  S.  Maria-  juxta  ecclesiain 
S.  Johannis,  nientioiied  in  doniesday,  but  the  in-obability 
is  in  favour  of  that  iuona-tery  having  lieen  renio\ed  l;y 
Carl  Randal,  and  eslabli.'.hed  as  a  henedicline  nutmeiy 
near  the  castle. 

\^'ithin  the  precincts  of  St.  John's  were  ab-o  TLnnic- 
tuiis  Chanlry,  the  chapel  of  St.  y^tjiiie,  imd  ihc  c/kijjcI  u/' 
Si.  James,  which  are  noticed  among  the  minor  religion- 
foundations  of  the  city.  Another  monastic  institution  m  as 
ahso  cotmectcd  with  this  church,  on  which  hishoi)  Tanner 
makes  the  following  remarks  in  his  Notitia  Monastica  :■— 
"By  the  Lincoln  taxation  of  the  temporalities  of  the 
clergy  made  1291,  it  should  seeni;  as  if  there  liad  been  a 
collegiate  church  of  the  name  o{  tJie  Holy  Cross,  because 
under  Archidiaconatus  Ccstrite,  and  immediately  before 
Abbas  Cestria^,  is  this  memorandum:  Portionariiecclcsii.e 
i)rebendalis  S.  Crucis  Cestriie,  non  halient  tempuralia,  scil 
oinida  quii?  habent  taxaiitiu-  cum  spirituallbas,  proul 
firmiter  asserebaiit :  hut  1  have  vet  met  with  no  other 
iiw'i-.iion  o^  this  ^oeieIy,  nor  el'  tin)'  ehareli  in  ibi.-  city, 
either  collegiate  or  parochird,  so  dedicated."  In  a  note  to 
this  passage  it  is  observed,  that  the  AS'ords  (pioted  occur 
•■thus  in  the   .MS.  copies  of  this  Itixaiion  in  the  Saville 
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iibrarv,  a:i(l  also  in  tlic  archivci  of  tlic  ikaii  aiul  chaiiun- 
of  Lincoln  :  but  tliii  paragra[)li  i-  not  in  tlie  Liclilicld 
liiiok,  in  which  iHoccsl'  lliis  arcbcleaconiy  rlien  -wa--,  nor 
is  thfi-c  in  the  iwo  fiivt-nieiitioiicd  books  amoiig"  the 
!^[)lritaaratcs.  any  account  of  ihe  taxalion  ot'such  ii church, 
lhi)Ui;-ii  tlicro  is  of  llic  prcbendal  churcii  of  St.  John," 
On  tlicse.  grounds  a  conjecture  is  ha/ardcd,  as  to  the 
possibility  of  the  two  foundalions  iiaving  been  coufouiukd. 
The  folk)\nng  extract  frou)  the  general  ecc]ebia:>tical 
survey,  26  Henry  Viil.  will  give  all  the  infonnation 
which  there  is  now  any  probability  of  obtaining  cu  the  sub- 
ject. It  apjiears  that  three  stalls  in  St.  John's  ■  vcre  called 
tiie  piel;ends  of  the  holy  cross,  and  that  the  holders  of 
these  'svere  coi)arceners  in  certain  glebe  lands  which  then 

;  continued  united  and  appropriated  to  thc^e  btalk,  as  they 

most  probably  had  been  In  1291,  from  the  use  of  the.sarae 
term  ia  the  valuation  of  that  date.  There  can  be  iittlc 
doubt,  on  the  whole,  says  Orujcrod,  u-hose  authority  has 
been  adopted  in  this  article,  that  some  monastic  fouiuh- 

f  ■  ■  tion  dediealcd   io   the  holy   cross,  had  previously  to  this 

[  merged  in  t'le  college  of  St.  John's. 

I  k  appears  by  the  ministers'  aceouuts  ur  the  augnicn- 

!  iatiou  oflice,  4  Edward  VI.  that  the  possessions  of  tlie 

college   of  St.  Jolui   the  Baptist,   in  the  citv  of  Chester, 

then  lalelv  dis'^oUed,  were  as  Under: — 

£.  s.  d. 

i-;d!eoftliel.-.lc  colk-L,,- L:br-:;aid 1  'J  "^ 

.    ■  Ovu   and  :ilitivf  X-2.   4s.  (id.  for  lents  ,ir,d  tiirms  panted  by  King 

'  Ddw.    VI.   ill  llif- third  jerir  of  hi>  reign,  to  liichard  Itobc-rti, 

iiis  lifii's  nnd  assigns  I'or  ever 

(^                                                   KeiUs  of  buds  olled'ihe  prulmntr*  lands 1-  "5  *• 

^  l?.Mi(s   called  obit  rents   within  the  s.-iid  citj-,  p.ircel  of  the  sr.iil 

ollcgc    52  4  S 

Rents  called  the  rcparlitioi-i  lands,  belonging  to  the  s;iid  i;o!lcf,L'   ..  1  19  fi 

Tlic  rectory  of  Guyklon  Sutton    ^1  **  " 

i.                                                  The  rectory  of  .Stoke    1^  0  0 

'{                                                  The  rectory  of  IMamslall "'  ''^  " 

(•                                                     'J'he  rectory  of  Farraedo'j    "J  ''  " 

i                                                 Thcd,uivhof.vl.,kU.-!K-,  viihiiie  c!,..i..U.f.-..  i:.ru!'   li  ^  <■ 

'■                                                         Thcr,vl..,Tofr,.U.H ■. <i  "  <* 

i                                                    <'crl.,in -le'.-e  l„nd^,  and  a  ires-aiage  in  SioUo   '  •'  '' 

A  ca))it.ilnuvsiiai;e  ili'TO "  '  " 

A    barn,   and  the   tvllics  of  gr.Tin,    &c.    wiihrn  tlio  pa!'i:li  of  .--l. 

J..lin.  Chcsl.i  1 ■'  "  '' 

'■or.  U,       Iv 
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,1.      s.     r/. 

{)tlicr  tjtiics  ol' St.  John,  in  llic  ^aiil  city :<   i  i      i 

Tlic  rtctoi-y  of  St.  iManin '.i   l.'i     1 

Till' rectory  uf  St.  liriilgot •'■■     l»     0 

Sum X'I'.h;     0     i) 

By  the  ccrtilicutc  of  the  couimissioneri  it  ajipeur?, 
that  tlie  body  of  the  church,  with  one  bell,  \vas  all  that 
was  deemed  necessary  for  the  u^c  of  tlie  pai'ishioncr.-^. 
The  rest  v/as  prohably  stript  of  its  lead,  and  exposed  to 
dilapidation.  la  U)'/-,  a  great  part  of  the  stcejile  fell, 
and  io/l,  half  of  the  whole  stee])le  from  top  to  bottom 
fell  upon  the  west  cud  of  the  church,  and  broke  down  a 
great  part  of  it.  In  1581,  the  parishionci's  having  ob- 
.taiiied  a  grant  of  the  church  iVom  the  queen,  began  to 
build  some  part  of  it  again,  ai;d  cut  off  all  the  chapel 
above  the  choir. 

Sliorlly  atter'.vards  the  advoMioa  and  impropriate 
rectory  -were  grtaited  to  Sir  Christopher  Ilatton,  and 
conveyed  by  him  to  Alexander  King,  from  whom  they 
passed  to  Alcxautler  Cotes,  from  which  period  they  de- 
scended through  the  families  of  Sparkes,  Wood,  and 
Adams,  to  John  Adams,  son  of  the  Rev.  La\\'rence  A<lams, 
vicar  of  this  churclj,  by  whom  they  were  conveyed  to  the 
Right  Honourable  Earl  Grosvenor,  the  ;)rcsent  impi'o- 
priator  and  patron. 

Ann.  44  Eliz.  orders  were  made  by  the  (;iiecn.  under 
the  broad  sea),  respecting  the  eJiurch  and  \icar  of  St. 
John's,  by  which  tlie  clerk,  clnu'cliwardens,  assessors, 
collectors,  and  auditors,  M-ere  to  be  clioscn  by  the  parish- 
ioners. Tiie  vicar  and  assistant  to  be  appointed  by  the 
impropriator  and  his  heirs,  Mith  consent  of  the  bishop, 
and  if  any  place  be  vacant  one  month,  the  bishop  to 
appoint.  The  vicarage  of  St.  John's  is  a  vicarage  not 
charged;  certified  value  3]/.  6s.  Tlie  yearly  value  of 
augmentation,  stipend,  and  surplice  fees,  was  returned  by 
the  bishop  in  18(^9,  to  the  governor^  nf  Qutxni  Anne's 
boimty,  as  amounting  to  only  IJ/.  /.v.  -id.  The  vicar  is 
now  regidarly  instituted,  but  it  doL'S  not  appear  that  any 
ii.'siitmiuu  A\a>  Miatlc  befoiv  the  time  of  Bi'-hop  Dawes. 
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xa:mi;,s  of  riii'  x'lcAiis  ov  ^'w  joiixrs. 


i,j;j!  It 

cv.  John  Do\vi;lus 

UXr,  li 

uv.  Thomas  Bri.lgc 

lo'J- 

Thoiiius  8y!iioii(l 

i(;7-i 

Kobuvt  Bridge 

1«3<J 

Joliti  Cony 

iGSy 

L;iwronce  -Wood 

I  (.-43 

Gtorgu  Burclics 

1710 

Cliurlcs  Oulton 

10  JO 

Jolm^  I'cmlKrion 

17 1;! 

Lawrence  Adam 

inry.i 

I'ctcr  Lci-li 

1777 

John  I'rice 

lt;(!2  Ak-xaniltr  FclhcTbtuj  lloo  WiUiani  KicliaKhun. 

Tlie  situatiuu  of  St.  Julia's  church  is  wilhuul  ihu 
\vii]\<,  oil  the  eastern  side  of  the  city,  oil  a  cUff  of  red 
roc!<,  overhanging  tlie  baulks  of  the  Dee — a  sight  as  pic- 
turesque as  any  whicli  the  neighbourhood  of  a  city  could 
present,  if  the  imagination  of  the  observer  may  be  allowed 
to  clotlie  the  op[)Ositc  bank  with  the  forests  which  cer- 
tainly existed  there  long  alter  the  foundation  of  Ethelred, 
aiKJ  to  remove  llie  modern  obstructions  whicli  shut  out 
from  the  prospect  the  hills  of  Wales  and  Delamcre. 

At  the  time  of  tlie  dissolution,  the  remains  of  the 
collegiate  cliurcii  were  included  within  an  oblong  inclo- 
sure,  at  the  north-west  angle  of  which  was  the  gate- 
house ;  lower  down  on  the  west  side  was  the  dean's  house, 
and  beknv  this  was  a  palace,  which  the  bishoi)  of  Lichfield 
still  retained  near  their  ancient  cathedral.  On  the  north 
side  were  houses  for  the  petty  canons  and  vicars,  and  ou 
the  east  side  was  the  chapel  of  St.  Anne,  and  nearer  the 
river  other  houses  for  petty  canons.  The  south  side  was 
formed  by  the  cliffs  ;  on  two  projections  were  small  build- 
ings called  anchorite  cells:  and  between  these  and  the 
south  door  of  the  nave  of  the  church  was  the  chapel  of 
St.  James.  The  church  was  in  the  finest  style  of  early 
Norman  aichitectuj-e,  and  was  probably  built  shortly  after 
the  removal  of  the  see  from  Chester  to  Coventry  and  the 
restoration  of  the  collegiate  establishment.  It  consisted 
iiri:;inally,  a--  may  be  gallu-i-cd  by  collating  an  ancient 
[ilan  with  exi.^ting  remains,  of  a  nave  and  choir  with  side 
aisles,  two  transepts,  and  a  central  tower.  The  nave  was 
separated  from  the  side  aisles  by  eight  massy  somicirculav 
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iti'cIicH  Oil  uacli  side,  resting  on  cylindriciil  cohmui.';,  witL 
bases  ami  capitals.  Tlie  diameter  of  the  columns  (ivc  feet 
.six  inches,  and  the  ornaments  of  tlie  capitals  varieil  in  :: 
few  Instances.  Over  the  remaining  ra'clies  are  l^v{1  rows 
ofgalleries,  with  lancet-formed  arches,  tliosc  of  tlie  upper 
tier  being  the  most  acutely  pointed.  The  arches  from 
botli  are  sprung  fruH"!  slender  shafts  \viih  bases  and  capitals. 
'J'lic  up])er  tier  occasionally  opens  to  small  \vindov,-s  •\vilh 
circular  heads,  and  from  an  hnptrfcct  ro\v  of  arclicsia 
the  south  wall,  the  appearance  of  the  galleries  seems  to 
have  been  copied  in  the  exterior.  At  tlie  cast  end  of  the 
nave  ai'e  the  four  massy  piers  \vhich  supported  the  cen- 
tral towers.  Their  exterior  upp-arance  is  broken  on 
.each  side  by  a  series  of  smaller  shafts  attached  to  the  ])iers, 
Avith  bases  and  capiia's.  On  each  side  of  the  lower  were 
the  transepts,  round  which,  as  far  as  can  l.eji;dged  fVoiii 
existing  remains,  the  upper  row  uii'\'  <.:f  ih,'  galleries  war- 
continued. 

East  of  the  lower  \v;is  the  ciioir,  divi<ie(l  from  lis  side 
aisles  by  iliree  arches  on  each  sitle,  wltii  galleries  over, 
'I'lie  first  couple  of  tiiese  arches  is  reniaiiiir.;.';.  They  were 
ol  the  Irorsc-shoe  form,  resting  on  c\l;!:>!rieal  columns. 
v."ilh  capitals.  The  first  row  of  g,.lleries  consisted  of  a 
series  of  low  semicircular  archer  of  the  same  span  with 
the  arches  below,  resting  on  short  circular  shafts.  The 
upper  row  of  galleries  is  here  perfectly  destroyed.  At 
the  oast  end  of  the  choir  was  a  line  semicircular  arch, 
with  ornamented  capitals,  yet  remaining,  but  in  the  last 
stage  of  rlecay,  uinler  which  M'as  the  entrance  to  a  small 
chance],  consisting  of  five  sides  of  an  octagon.  On  each 
side  of  the  chancel  v.-ere  added  at  a  later  period  clnipcis, 
ia  a  rich  style  of  pointed  gothie,  in  N\hicli  si:riie  cximi.-iie 
spccimens  of  shrine  work  arc  yet  rei;iaii'ring. 

It  reuiain.s  to  speak  of  the  present,  ap-pea  ranee  oi' 
ihe.-e  rains,  the  greater  part  of  v.iiich  is  oreiipiedby  the 
pre-ei:!  paii.-li  ehareli,  which  euui[u-i-i-  'i.ur  arches  of  the 
nasi',  and  one  of  the  choir,  and  as  nuieh  of  ea.cli  iransepi 
a^<  comes  wiiliin  the  couciiuiation  of  ihe  h.'.e'.  formca  by 
the  outward  waif-  oi'  ilio  .-■ide  ai:-le-  of  ihe  nave  and  rhoir. 
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'i'lu'  arcliitccUu'iil  parts  in  tlicsc  are  tolerably  pci-lcot,  bui 
iiiiicli  (iisfi'j;urcd  by  the  iiuccssary  appendages  of  a  pafisb. 
cliuirli,   tlie  pews   and   i;-allei'ies.      East    of   the    pixseul 
chancel,   consisthii;-  of  the  space  under  the  fovuier  tuuxT, 
an;!  tlie  i'u'stai-cli  of  the  chuir,  are  some  beautiful  ruins  of 
the   re-t  of  die  ancient  choir,   and    the  adjacent  chapels, 
part  of  whicli  has  been  co.ivcrtcd  into  a  dwelling-house. 
\Ve>t  of  the  remains  of  tlie  uiive,  formlui-- the  present 
body   of  the  chiu-ch,  every  trace  of  the  other  four  arches 
hasbccii    obliterated,  excepting   some   flight  renuilns  of 
the  noril;  aisle,  v,hich  form  the  passage  to  a  lofty  detached 
bell-io\vcr.     It  is  obvious  that   much  of  the  west  end  of 
the  navo  must  have  been  destroyed  bei'orc  this    lo^rer 
could  have  been  erected,  which  occupies  the  space  of  the 
second  and  third  pillars  of  the  north  side  of  the  original 
nave ;  the  residue  of  this  part  was  demolished  in  1572 
and   1574,  by  the  falling  of  west  and  south  sides  of  the 
tu'.ver.     'i'hesc  sides,  as  already  mentioned,  ^vere  rehuilt 
in    ir;yi,    in   a  style  similar-  to  tlie  rest.     The  tower  is 
oxtreincly    loffv,  and  its  sides  are  decorated  with  pointed 
windou-s,    in   a  good  style,  figures  placed  in  rich  shrines, 
strings  of  (jUatrefoils,  and   rows  of  ornainental    arches. 
No  expence  appears  to  have  been  spared  in  the  building, 
and   all  the  detail  is  good  ;  yet  there  is  something  dis- 
pleasing in   tlie  general  appearance  of  the  tower,  and  its 
disproportion  to  the  venerable  ruins  which  itstands  at  tlie 
side  ol'.     Near  the  foot  of  the  tower,  on  the  north  side  of 
the   chuicli,   is  an   ancient  porch,  forming  the  iirincipal 
entraucCj   in  the  sides  of  which  arc  two  lancet  arches,  the 
entrance  Ij.'ing  under  an  acutely  pointed  arch,  the  mould- 
ings of  v.hich  rest,  on  a  auinbcr  of  short  shafts,  v.diieh 
converge  as  they  retire  inwards. 

The  tower,  about  loO  feet  high,  and  detached  hoiu 
the  body  of  the  chui-ch,  contains  an  harmonious  set  of 
eight  h.'Us,  six  of  them  cast  in  I7IO,  and  two  in  ]7'M. 
Tiie  approach  to  it  is  ihrongh  the  roniaiur- of  llie  north 
aisle,  The  sitlcs  of  the  tower  are  decoral^il  with  a  rich 
screen,  iuid  ornamented  with  ligures  placed  in  niches  of 
cx(piisiie  workmanship.     In   the  year   1813,  the  chancel 
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Mas  ihorou^hly  repuircd  ;  an  entire  new  window  w;i> 
introduced  over  tlic  communion,  and  tlic  north  and  souili 
iran.^epts  rebuilt  and  beautified  at  the  «ole  exijencc  of 
Karl  Grosvenor,  in  whom,  as  already  noticed,  the  advow- 
?on  of  the  church  Is  vested. 

Dr.  Cov/per,  in  his  //  Peiiseruso,  savs, — "  In  lids 
cluircli  was  an  ancient  rood,  or  inia^^e  of  wood,  of  such 
veneration,  that  in  a  deed  March  2/,  1311,  confirmed  by 
Walter  Lanifton,  llie  church  was  called  The  church  of  the 
Holy  Cross,  and  St.  Joht.  Richard  Hawardcn,  of  \Viu- 
Avick,  r^ancashire,  by  Avill,  dated  March  28,  A.D.  1503, 
lelt  'vi*.  viiu;.  to  whatever  priest  woidd  go  for  iiim  to 
the  Holy  Rood,  at  St.  John's,  Chester.' " 

According  to  the  census  of  this  jnirisli  in  1821,  the 
population  consisted  of  5098,  The  parish  register,  con- 
sisting of  six  folio  volumes,  in  good  preservation,  ajul 
uniformly  bound,  commences  in  the  year  1559;  regular 
entries  to  IGll  ;  from  thence  to  1G52,  very  iuiperfect ; 
but  regular  from  ](jS6  to  the  present  time. 


MONUMENTS,    .^c. 

In  the  clianccl  (nonli  of  tlie  altar)  are  memorials  of— Cornelius  Hi;;ncti. 
of  Ashton,  gent,  and  ]\Iar^'arct  Iiis  wife,  daugliter  of  M'illiam  IlyiFe,  ..i 
Frodsliani,  gent.;  she  died  28th  Aug.  I7:j.3,  aged  (if!.  ai,d  he  died  ifjth 
Feb.  17SJ,  leaving  issue  Maiy,  wife  of  Tlionias  Aldersey,  M.D.  Calherijic 
and  Margarct.-KcibiTt  Bulkcley,  son  of  Sir  Kieliard  Bulkelcy,  of  Ueau. 
maris,  in  Anglesey,  Knight,  who  married  Priscilla,  daugliter  of  Sir  Henry 
Biinbury,  of  Stanney,  co.  Ccst.  Knt.  :  he  died  27th  Oct.  1070,  aged  Cy 
years  ;  she  died  aiay  2(;,  l(!!i2,  aged  (jj  years.-Tlie  Kev.  Lawrence  Wood, 
rector  of  St,  Bridgti's,  and  minister  of  S:.  John's,  d.>d  July  Ki,  1710, 
aged  GX 

Oa  the  sotilh  side,  monuments  of—Captahi  Giles  Peacocli,  died  ilst  of 
April,  1720.  The  monument  erected  by  Katharine  his  wife,  daughter  of 
Joshua  Gerrard,  bom  s(  CreWDod.hall.—B-ajn.iiiin  V.nyn,  Esq.  and  Jane 
I'is  uif.-;  h..  dial  l-Jlh  1\,-.  17(11;  ..I,.-  di,d  null  J:,n.'i;i:i  ;  erecled  by 
iluii  s>Mi,  Si,  Kidi.srd  I'.iryii,  Knt.  a  b.ir.^n  of  the  e\cli.i|uer.-KatluTim-, 
nlth  daughter  of  Kobert  Wynne,  of  Voylas,  eo.  Denbigh,  by  .Tane  his  wife, 
daughter  of  Kd.ward  Thelwall,  of  l^las  Edward  ;  she  died  Sept.  U,  Wi^. 
— Il-->nna!i,  d.:iigliicr  andliciress  of  Charles  Davics,  co.  Montgomery,  wife  of 
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Calckcot  AUk-rsLV,   of  Aia.V.-.iy,  co.  C:cst.  trait,  ilkcl  1'l-1k  fl,  17  1!!,  agcl  .M. 
—Siancy,   ibu-htcr   of  J<.bii    L.v,    uf  D.m.h^ill,  Esq.  lUallGui  J.m.  ly.'li;, 

aged  CI. 

In  nn  indoscil  ccmctry,  on  the  nuuli  Hile  cftlic  duuicd,  ;i  munil  uibkt, 
with  a  Inibt  of  the  deceased,  undcv  vhicli :— "  In  hoc  sacello  cinevcs  optima- 
matris  (cujns  memorimn  vivcn.s  moricnsq  ;  sunimo  honorc  prosccutiis  est) 
suos  etiam  rcnuicsccrc  voliiit,  Cccilius  M'arburton,  arm.  Goorsii  M'arburton, 
do  Arlov  in  comitatu  Ccslren>i  baronctii,  et  Di.ina-,  uxoris  ejus,  nat^i  mini, 
nius.  if'Tcias  illidotcs  natura  concessit,  quas  commendavit  sinuil  et  ostcndit 
cxiniia  vuUfis  clcgantia  ct  decor.  Erat  ille  vita  sinccrus,  moribus  comis,  et 
quanqnani  fracta  et  poene  deplorata  valedutine  annos  plus  viginti  conflictatus 
cit,  con.stans,  facilis,  phcidiis :  quibuscunquc  imiotiiit,  prtecipue  amicis, 
quos  onmibus  vita;  oificiis  sibi  devlnxcrat,  charus  vixit  dcsideratnsobiit  indo 
dis  Slaii,  anno  dom.  172U-9,  ;etat  C3." 

Near  this  another  monument,  consisting  of  an  altar  tomb,  over  which  is 
a  fi.'ure  of  a   skeleton   standing  under  the  arms  of  Warburton,  holding  a 

scroU    in.scribed "  M.S.  of  Diana  Warburton,  wife  and  relict  of  Sir  George 

Ararb'urton,  of  Arley,  in  Cheshire  hart,  who  survived  her  husband  17  years, 
in  an  unmarried  state,  with  true  mourning,  fasting,  and  prayers.  Slie  was 
daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Bishop,  of  Parham,  in  Sussex,  Knight  and  B.-.ronet, 
and"  in  her  minoritie  had  had  a  virtuous  and  severe  education,  so  as  she 
became  a  great  exemplar  of  all  christian  graces  and  virtues,  and  adorned 
every  relation  she  stood  in.  Slie  was  a  loving  and  loyal  consort,  a  tender  and 
indulgent  parent,  a  compas.sionate  mistress  to  her  servants,  a  most  accom. 
plished  friend,  cheerful  in  her  fanjily,  obliging  to  strangers,  a  daily  almoner 
to  the  poor,  fervent  and  composed  in  her  devotion,  both  in  public  and  in 
private  a  patron  to  tlic  clergy,  and  a  generous  bcntlactor  to  the  cb.ureh,  and 
all  places  of  her  abode.  SI'.c  was  of  a  quickc  and  piercing  understanding,  of 
a  deep  apprehension  and  discerning  judgment,  of  great  evenessc  of  mind  and 
calmness  of  sjilrit  in  all  events  ;  aspiring  after  things  only  solid,  improving, 
and  raiional  ;  just  in  her  actions,  candid  in  all  her  censures,  ready  to  forgive 
injuries  and  never  prone  to  doe  any  ;  delighted  to  see  good  in  others,  com- 
mended and  encouraged  it  in  all;  her  religion  was  not  a  bare  slicw  or  empty 
noise,  but  solid,  substantial,  even,  and  uniform  ;  humble  and  patient  in  her 
siclcncss,  and  in  the  midst  of  pain  without  murmuring  and  despondency 
submitted  herself  to  God,  and  with  great  constancy  of  mind  and  cheerfulness 
of  spirit,  resigned  her  life  to  lum  in  one  continued  act  of  devout  prayers  and 
praises,  of  heavenly  meditations  and  discoursings  suitable  to  the  entertainment 
of  a  departing  soul,  on  the  13th  of  March,  anno  domini  1C93." 

Near   to    this    are    also   memorials    to   three    daughters   of  Sir  George 
Warburton . 

In  the  south  aisle  of  the  cliaucel,  a  mural  monunicnl,  inscribed — "  Near 
to  this  place  arc  interred  the  remains  of  "William  Falconer,  Esq.  barrister  at 
law,  and  for  some  years  recorder  of  this  city,  who  by  his  abilities  and  inte- 
grity in  that  station,  and  by  his  virtues  in  private  liio,  acquired  therespect  and 
L',r.itiir.de  of  iru  feliow-cili.'ens,  luul  the  esteem  ;.iia  aaectiou  of  his  friends.  lie 
dep.uiui  ilii>  hie  June  'J.  UIM,  ai;ed  (I:,  yea's — In  ilie  same  -rave  are  depo-  ^ 
sited  (be  rem.iins  oV  KU/.abetli  his  wife,  daughter  of  Handle  Williraham,  of 
Townsend,  in  tliis  county,  Esq.  who,  reseuibling  her  husband,  in  the  prac- 
tice  of  every  christiau  and  social  duty,  deservedly  gained  the  reg.^rd  of  all  who 
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!)inlii.v  111'  livf  ol'  their  cliiklMi." 

Xtiiv  this  :i  t.ihli-t  to  the  son  of  llic  ;iIjovc,  Tluii'.Kis  F.'.lcoiiov,  ftlic  c'iuir 
i)!' ih,  (.)\lm'il  L-ilitioii  of  Slvaho)  witli  :i  L;ili;]  iiistiiiition  :  iic  diril  ihr  liii 
i-L-pIciiib'-v,  r/i*-,  oj:ctl  .")!>  years. 

i\>:u-  till' first  of  these  u.oimir.eiits,  :t  tablet  in  mcniuvy  of  Robert  l;;ricei, 
;M.I-).  fdlnw  of  ll.e  i:ollo;;cof  i)hysici:ais,  tiiulphysichm  to  theinlh-ini.ry  of 
('iu,-er,  diid  IKth  JiiV,  Ifihf!,  iigetl  30,  hiirieil  at  St.  Asniih. 

In  the  north  cli^iiieel  is  n  R;tuvo  of  a  knight  in  a  coat  of  mail  ami  snrcoai, 
cross-legged,  diig  up  in  the  cluuch-y.ird,  and  liy  it  a  slal),  on  which  is  a 
cross  with  a  sword  on  llic  right  Iiand  :  on  the  side  is  inscribed,  "  IJicjuccl 
Johannes  le  Scrjaiin."   ' 

Among  other  nicmovlils  in  the  church,  are  t:;e  fyl'swii' ; v.-iili  the  time 

of  decease  : — 

Kliiiabeth,  daughter  of  rtir  John  Bellot,  1731 Eliz.  AVilbram,  daui;liter 

of  Sir  Thomas  Bellot,  I737 — i\Iary  Bellot,  daughter  of  the  before-nained, 
17-17— John  and  Kichard,  sons  of  Dr.  Pennington,  HiS/ Dr.  Allen  Pen- 
nington,   UKO;  Anne,    hi^   wife,   17l>J1 Anne   Maria,  dau^lKer  of  faiilai;; 

Tlionias   l'cnni:vTtnn,    I7I,-. — Uuih    Pennington,   wife  of  Caj-tain    Thomas 

Pennington,   l/irj.—Llizal-eiii,   wife   of   Jolm   Piiilpot.   geat.    17,ji! Tohn 

Philpot,  Ks.|.  17i;-I — Mary,  wife  of  Nicholas  Asht.y.i,  Es'f..  mid  dauiliter  of 
J.  Philpit,  Ksq.  n;;.— Kcv.  I,a«-rer.e.-  Ad.^ms,  vic:n- of  !?'t.  .Julm'.s,  1777.— 

Kev.  C.  Ouhon,  vi.-r  .  tSi.  .ri.I;n\,  171I I],,,-.  j„i,;,  (j,.^.,.,^  IfXiL'.—  'xuk- 

Chrisliarni  Farreh  1  ;i:  i._Nrni.  F;.rrel,.,f  DroMct^  lUc,.  1  77.-).--Fr.u;ces^  wiie 

ofCoLr...,mer.of(lusiv-.  l;;i:i T:\<n;  dau.^htcr  ofTlioma.s  AVileock,  wife  of 

Kiehnrd  ISroster,  alderui..:.,  UilJil — llu.i.pliiey  i'liihps  of  Cliester.  alderman, 
tCt:2._'l'Iioma=:  (ianuil,hon  and  lieir  of  William  (Jamul,  mayor,  1  Cr>7._Jolin 
Jhuldock,  mayor,  101:0 — John,  i;on  ol  Ilumidirey  Philips',  alderman,  1  (;(;-;. 
— Tiionias  Davenport,   har'ocr  .surgeon,  younger  son   of  Ualph  Davenport. 

gent,  of  Low   Cross,    Clieshiro — U.    M'hiieheud,    mayor,    1(124 M'illiom 

Wilson,    mayor,    KJ/O — Randlo   OuUon,    mayor,.  KJili Thomas    livvd, 

mayor,  1()!4 — Dutton  !!unbiiry,  scveniji  son  of  Sir  11.  Euribury,  of  .'^tanmv, 
knt.  1G.')2 — U'illiam  IJrislow,  shcrifFof  Chester,  1()7!). 

In  tlic  body  of  llic  cluirch,  near  to  the  west  end,  is  a  plain  fhig.  uiiieii 
simply  njavks  the  place  of  burial  of  tlie  late  Alderman  AViliiam  .'Jelhr,  -.vl  ,) 
died  April  C,  ]Vr>:i,  aged  (M  years.  Mr.  Seller  .served  the  nflice  of  inavoi  ii; 
l.'!20.-2l.     fic  is  intured  in  the  faniitv  vault  benealli. 


I'.\R!J(  lllAb    H15T0;i\  ■ 


'■  [AniHTlOXAJ.  r-\llTJ<:'VI.AK!S  J 

'■■  ill  iho  chin-ch  arc  lour  gallciic?  ;   ^wA  vipou  tlit- uortii 

■  sick-  is  a  private  one.  aiul  was  buik  i;i  l/'-^,  i!"'-''-'!' '' "'•- 

i-iiiiy  olitaiiicd  for  the   piu'ijose.     The  seats  ai'c  attached 
lo  the  BaiTs-hoii^e,  belonging  to  the  Egcrtou's  of  Ouhou  ; 
coh)uei   Barnstou'b;  the  house  in  Kewgale-st;reetj  occu- 
l)ica  by  hidy  Fanner,  the  property  of  the  Kenriek's  ;  and 
Rir.  Kreeiiiasi's,  in  St.  John-street.     That  at  the  west  end 
of  the  chiireh  ^^■as   begun  in  10/7,  and  iinisued  \i\  10/9, 
built  for   public  accommodation,  and  remains  a  fieo  gal- 
i         lory.*    The  gallery  upon  the  south  side  ^■.•as  biilU  by  the 
parishioners  iii   1/41,  under  a  focidty.     After  the  liquida- 
tion of  tiie  expcncc  of  erection,   the  rents  were  appro- 
priated ioicards  the  paynieui;  of  the   interest  of  certain 
legacies  (of  which  mention  will  be  made  hereafter)  which 
had  been  aiiplied  to  the  use  of  the  parish;  the  remaindei 
for  the  minister,  as  provided  by  the  faculty.     By  a  more 
recent   regulation,  the  juhole  of  the  intere::'.  of  these  lega- 
cies  is    iiaid   out   of  these   rents.     The    modern    gothic 
gid'cry  on   the  uortli  side  of  the  chancel  was  erected  by 
Earl  c'irosvenor  fur  the  use  of  the  children  edticated  at  hi.^ 
,    jjublic  sclio'd. 

The  lourlcen  pan, id  tablets  which  ure  hung  m  vari- 
ous parts  of  the  church,  bearing  the  arm^  of  the  deceased 
10  whose  memory  they  are  placed,  were  painted  by  either 
one  or  other  of"  the  Randal  Holmes.  The  small  shields 
l)laeL>d  ill  the  wall  on  the  north  end  of  the  coin.aunion,^ 
i  •  formerly  formed  part  of  the   monument  of  the  family  of 

f  Cclcs,  in  whom  the  rectory  was  vested,  were  also  palmed 

\  .  by  one  of  the  s;ime  artists,  of  iieraldic  fame. 

I  »    Wlaii    Riuoviiii;  a  ji-ul  ul'  Uie  CLiliil;;  uiulur  iliis  ;;  Jkry,  in  Mrl'J,  for 

l;  ill,-   i.uiii.i~i-   i'(  lisiii;-  nil  a  -.uivt-  i-liiimu-y,  Uu-  iii-,i-tiinii.»  iiirnli.>iu- '.  in  pa-o 

k  71,  vol.  ,i.  w.u  ili-aivcK-il,  iiuuui.l  ill  lilai'l<  li.-Ucrs  m^uii  il.c  wall  ii-.:inc.l.aU-ly 

bL-iicatli  tin;  Mt-st  wiiiduw.     It  is  probable-  lliat  iiijou  tliis  bt-iiig  liitl  by  ll.i; 

trcctimi  ul'  ilic  galU'ry,  tlic  coyty  timv  upon  a  tabli't  in  iIil-  i-luii-ct!  v;as  ii:-i:U';u. 

Tin;  !asi  linu  sliuuld  be   rrad   ilms  :—"  Willi   ilie liulp  of  lr.s!ioi_.  tVv.f/i'f. 

»nJ  good  Excitliiiu." 

VOL.  11.       L 


S2  illSTORV    OF    (HiiyTKi;. 

'J'he  diurch-yanl  is  the  inusE  e\tcnsiv'e  in  liicciii. 
r.iiul  the  bcaulifiil  situation  of  that  part  of  it  svl)icl\  tjomid- 
the  south  side  of  the  cliiirch  causes  it  lo  be  freiiueu'.l; 
visited,  not  only  by  those  whose  rehuives  are  iiiterred 
tiiere,  but  by  others,  who  wish  to  combine  tlie  contcni- 
plation  of  a  iine  prospect  with  their  meditations  amongst . 
the  tombs.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  liowevcr,  that  this 
ehurch-yard  is  so  much  exposed,  and  that  tlie  various 
rou<ls  wliich  pass  tln'ough  it  phice  lliis  sanctuary  of  Uic 
dead  almost  upon  a  le\el  v>-itii  the  ])ublic  highway,  'i'iiis 
is  the  more  to  be  kunented,  when  the  naiiibcr  of.edifices 
in  its  immediate  vicinity  is  considered,  and  vrhieh  may 
prevent  sucli  an  alteration  as  would  render  the  churcli- 
yard  of  St.  John  .what  it  and  all  otiiers  ougiitto  be.  i^nd 
here  it  is  impossible  to  withhold  a  comparison  ijct^ccn 
t!ie  desecrated  slate  of  our  church-yards  in  ge-.rjral,  and 
tlie  reverential  care  and  atteutiuii  whicl;  aie  |:iid  to  those 
modern  receptaoks  of  tiie  depafici—  the  public  cemetrics 
— which  are  nov*'  being  established  in  large  towns. 

Provision  v.-as  made  against  the  exposure  of  this 
church- vard  nearly  a  century  and  a  half  ago.*  riiiicc  that 
period,  however,  the  various  residences  ju  .t  iiieutuiv.-f.' 
have  been  ej'ccled  in  its  vicinity,  and  from  the  'r  igular 
circumstance  of  the  Iierbage  being  vested  in  a  p;;rty  sepa- 
rate from  the  im[iropria'.ur  or  the  pari-h,  ti!e:;e  read- 
b:i\e  been  made  by  the  mere  trau-i'er  of  io  iiuicli  oi  the 
herbage  as  the  length  and  breadth  of  lliem.  As  lor  in- 
stance. Sir  Robert  CanlilTc,  in  1/75,  paid  tu  the  late  .Mr. 
Orange,  the  then  owner  of  it,  si.v  guineas,  for  the  herbage, 

*  Tlif  Ibllowinj;  ..xtraci  trom  a  i\;;crci;  c.r  ihu  clianccUur  dl'  tliu  ilioCi;si.-. 
Ssi^ncU  by  CiiUkl  H'iLun,  llcij.  Dep.  liiit-cd  irnh  Au[;u;V,  K.'ii;!,  imd  ad- 
dressed  to  Ji^hn  jliomason  and  Joiciil,,  MaJJock,  ciiurcliward^ns  of  :^l. 
John's,  will  jJiovc  that  tUcru  wlU,  in  that  day.  nu  snch  loads  or  rigiit  ol' 
roads  existing  : — "  It  is  judicoaily  sou  decreed,  that  you  the  pvcsL-nt  cluircl!- 
•,varde:is  Ihurc  shJ!  cause  sufKcicn' iuc!;s  to  be  put  on,  aiul  tlic  ,.;a'.c  to  l)^- 
'^..•,^::.;>tly  lofUid,  i-M-i'in  i^''"'  ^'''l'  oiwisions  ,is  'h-.y  oii-i..  U'  Iv  oy^:\  ;  .md 
ii'..-v  i-,-.;oo  or  p.Tsir.s  v.h.,i..,Kvir  doi'lnnd.r.iixlib- (o  I  indiv  you  in  liu- 
.lo.Mi-  lii.not,  oi-Miall  kiiork  uif  ov  lir.Ml;,  or  ca^^i■  to  bo  knoi'  'J  or  i.ikvo 
r.li  .uid  l<roli,»  any  one  of  tluoi,  you  Mc  lo  iir^stnt  tlit  •laoit.^  of  .all  sinl' 
(iCT.^or.?.  10  il',-  I'd  '.■haiu-cll'T,  that  tlaTtaipon  i!iuy  may  \k  iivor^tdtO  a^',ai;}-' 
,-nd  fi'iii  o-.'l  •■•.i-.i!i\ir:.;  lo  law." 
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'.vliich  he  lo..t  by  ilio  I'oad  leading  to  Dcc-siilc,  now  t>L 
Johu'a-place;  preii'i-riiiii;'  to  p:iy  ihut  sum,  iii'il  liuvc  ihc 
prejout  road  from  the  h/ch-gates  to  his  house  (that  at 
;ireseiit  occapicil  by  ju'cbeiuliiry  Wrangham,  archdeacon 
of  the  iias't  Ritlhig-  of  yoi-k>hir<-)  i-atbcr  than  coi-.thaie  the 
orighial  one  fruui  tlie  G^ove^  beneath  an  areh,  and  up  a 
(iight  of  steps  wow  10  be  seen.  !'!;e  roa<l  '-.I'osKii'g  ;;•.  the 
other  dh-cctiuu,  and  lending  to  -lie  hoi'-.e  of  the  iSIis^es 
Mas?ey,  -sras,  I  am  informed,  made  by,  or  v>'i',li  tlie  a[)piO- 
bat.ioii"  of  tlie  owner  of  the  herbage,  who  built  this  liouse 
about  the  year  1703  ;  but  as  he  could  not  eouvey  tlie  soil, 
tlie  latter,  like  that  of  the  others,  would  be  avaihiblo  for 
tlic  uses  of  the  parish,  were  the  whole  of  the  other  par^  s 
of  the  clmrch-yard  occupied  by  the  dead.  The  road  lead- 
ing from  liic  north-east  gate  to  the  Groves  is  the  only 
ancient  one;  but  that,  according  to  evidc:>r.e  taken  iu 
1795,  was  formerly  but  a  foot-path :  it  being  recorded  in 
the  evidence  just  mentioned,  that  eighty  years  ago,  the 
rntrai'ce  into  the  church-yard  from  Love-street  was  by  a 
/uni-x!i(c'.  When  or  from  what  cause  the  herbage  be- 
came a  scpai-ate  ])roj)erty,  is  not  known  ;  but  the  parish- 
ioners, finding  the  hiconvenience  of  its  being 'so,  resolved 
to  purchase  what  v.t.s  left  of  it,  which  was  ellected  in 
Jamiary,  ij^i- 

Within  the  interesting  ruins  adjoining  this  church, 
is  a  genteel  luuu^  called  the  Primij,  raised  by  ,Sir  Robert 
Cotton,  from  a  small  cottage  which  stood  upon  this  S[)Ot 
about  the  middle  oi'  the  last  century,  'llie  goihlc  arch 
and  niche  on  each  side  of  it  forming  the  entrance  from 
the  north  into  lliis  apparently  ai;cient  dwelling,  were 
brought  from  the  Nuir's  Gardens,  where  they  had  previ- 
ously stood  many  centuries,  as  a  part  of  the  old  Friary. 
It  has  been  erroneously  supposed  that  they  fornied  a  part 
of  the  ruins  surrounding  this  house.  Eari  Grosvcnor 
■00k  up  his  re-id. ■m-e  h.-re  dm-i\i-- hi-^  mayor;iliv  in  lf3>V-8. 
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.S7.  Pcler  s  Church. 


i'AiUSU  AND  CHURCH  01'  ST.  PETi:U. 

There  is  a  tradition  tlmt  tlii.3  cluirch  was  (Jedicated  to 
St.  Peter  tuid  St.  Paiil,  and  that  it  '.vas  erected  wiien  tlie 
patrons  of  the  monastery,,  ^vliic'a  ot.;:nj)ied  the  site  of  the 
cathedral,  wove  cliaiiged  from  tiie  saints  before-nientioned, 
to  the  Holy  Trinity.  This  tradition  lias  been  ^iven  by 
\\\-bb,  iuhisdeseriptioti  ofCiiester,  in  tiiefollowinyleniis  : 

"  It  appeareth  that  the  eliristian  faith  and  baptism 
came  into  Chester  in  Liiciiis's  time,  a  l<ingof  the  Britons, 
which  is   witliiu  less  thiui   one  hundred  ami  forty  years 
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of  the  snflVrliigs  of  our  saviour  Christ,  iiiul  llial  tlu-n  a 
church  ^viis  here  built;,  and  at  tliat  time  called  by  the 
name  of  St.  Peter  and  Paul  ;  and  this  church,  ?aith  Brad- 
:-!ia\v,  in  the  life  of  St.  \'.'erl)iiri;h,  lib.  2.  cap. .').  v.-as;  the 
iiiother  church  and  burial  place  io  all  Chester,  and  seven 
miles  about  Chester,  and  so  cuiitinued  for  the  spiicc  of 
300  years  and  more.  But  then  after,  as  appcnreth  in  the 
=;nne  author,  Elfleda,  iliat  ,ii)li!o  lady,  daa_^';l!ter  to  I..ii:-- 
Ahired,  sister  to  king  Edward,  ^imior,  wife  to  lillhtlred, 
king  of  the  Mercians,  altci'Lcl  the  name  of  tliis  tliureh 
from  Peter  and  Paul,  to  'i'riuity  and  St.  Oswald,  and  this 
alteration  Vvas  by  the  general  consent  of  the  duke  and 
spiritualty,  yet  so  as  no  loss  should  be  either  to  t!ie  me- 
mory of  those  patrons  (so  they  called  the  saints  of  whom 
cliurches  in  their  foundations  were  appointed  to  receive 
their  names)  or  to  the  upliolding  of  devotion  ;  for  another 
church  luas  soon  hvilt  in  the  mid&t  of  th^  cilii,  called  by 
the  name  name  of  Peter  and  Paul,  wnico  now  is  called 
St.  PiiTHR's  ONLY  :  hear  this  in  his  verse  : — 

'•  Aiul  tlie  old  cluirch  (if  Pclcr  and  Piiu!, 

liy  a  ficp.LTnl  consLiit  of  the  spiritualty, 

Witli  the  help  of  the  duke  most  pviiu-i]).!;, 

Was  translated  to  tli^  midst  of  the  said  eily, 

AVhcrc  a  parish  duirch  was  edified  truly. 

In  tlie  honour  of  the  apostles  twain,  ; 

Whicli  sliall  fur  ever  by  grace  divine  VLirain." 

AVhethcr  the  above  tradition  be  correct  or  (jtlier'.ri-c, 
yet  there  is  good  authority  to  cstablisli  the  liigh  antiipiity 
■of  tliis   church.*     In    ICSl    the    churcli    ^vas   given    by 

•  At  the  period  of  tlie  conquest,  it  bore  its  pccseiit  name,  as  .ippcars  from 
tiic  following  curious  entry  in  Uoniesday,  of  wluch  a  translation  is  also  sub- 
joined : — 

"  Terra  in  qua  est  templum  sancti  Petri,  quam  lloberlus  de  Rodeland 
claniabat  at  Tcinland  (sicut  diraciou  comitatus)  iiunquam  pertinuit  ad  tnanc. 
riuni  extra  civitatcni,  sed  ad  burgum  pertinct,  et  semper  fuit  in  consueta- 
dinc  rc^is  ct  coinitis,  sieut  aliorum  hutgensium." 

•■  Tlie  ground  on  whidi  is  tlu-  eluueh  of  St.  I'et.i.  whUli  \M-.:i  de 
Uo.lel.uid  claims  as  Tlumelif.ul  (as  the  court  of  llie  eail  proves)  luver  be- 
longed to  the  manor  without  tlic  city,  but  it  belongs  to  the  borough,  and  also 
was  always  subject  to  the  luiyment  of  customjvy   rent  to  the  king  and  cnil  as 
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Ixolicit  de  RoJcIeiit,  among  other  donations,  to  the  abbev 
ot"  St.  EbruU',  of  Utica  in  Normandy  ;*  the  monks  of 
v.-hich,  after  several  intermediate  arrangements,  finally 
abandoned  their  claim,  and  surrendered  the  rectory  to 
the  abbey  of  St.  VVerburgh.  St.  Peter's  is  omitted  in  the 
ecclesiastical  taxation  in  1291. 

After  the  dissolution,  the  patronage  was  given  by 
charter  to  the  dean  and  chapter.  In  the  time  of  bishop 
Bridgcman  it  was  vested  in  the  crown  ;  at  present  the 
minister  is  licensed  as  a  perjjctual  curate,  and  the  pa- 
tronage belongs  to  the  bishop.  The  living  is  now  con- 
sidered only  an  augmented  curacy.  The  yearly  value  of 
augmentation,  rent  charge,  legacies,  pews,  and  surplice 
fees,  was  stated  to  be  92/.  18s.  4d.  in  the  returns  to  the 
governors  of  Queen  Aun.e's  bounty,  made  by  the  bisliop 
uf  Cliestcr. 

The  church  stands  in  the  north-west  angle  of  the 
four  principal  streets,  'i'he  interior  consists  of  a  nave 
with  side  aisles,  divided  from  each  other  by  three  pointcti 
arches,  and  a  third  side  aisle  on  each  side,  which  appears 
to  have  been  added  to  the  others.  The  span  of  the  arches, 
and  the  height  of  the  building,  are  very  disproportionate 
to  the  jirescnt  size  of  the  interior,  and  give  it  the  appear- 
ance of  being  the  fragment  of  a  larger  structure.  The 
bellrey  tower  is  at  the  west  end  of  the  original  middle 
aisle.  The  wood-cut  standing  at  the  head  of  this  article 
is  a  fac-simile  of  a  dra\^'ing  by  one  of  the  Kandal  Holmes 
(Marl.  MSS.  20/3),  taken  after  the  siege  of  Chester,  and 
exhibits  the  spire,  built  in  1580,  u'liich  was  taken  down 
about  l/SO.  On  the  steps  is  represented  tiie  ])edestal  of 
the  ancient  high  cross,t  and  on  the  right  the  old  Pentico, 

*  In  the  charier  of  confirmation  of  all  the  lands  given  unto  flie  abbey 
of  Utica  by  many  noblemen  in  linglantl,  made  by  "William  the  conqueror 
anno  lOfil,  wc  read  aiDong  other  things  thus  : — Kobertus  vero  de  Rodelento, 
praifato  Hugone  Cestrcnsi  comite  domino  suo  eancedentc  dcdit  sancto 
i'.lrulfo  cherdicbiani  cum  duabus  cccU-!ii>  ;  unam  sciUci't  qux  in  ipjl  villi 
est,  el  aliaiu  projio  ilium  nnuicriuui  in  insula  maris  :  ol  ccck&iam  Sancli  rcui 
.-.postoli  CI  ijuicnuiil  ad  ram  pertincbal,  in  ("cstrensi  urbe. 

"l"  See  vol.  i.  jiagc  40C. 
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:  coiTc-5p(>n(iliig  precisely  uiili  the  description  given    by 

f,  Sniitli  in  the  Viile  Royal.*     Before  the  taking  down  uf  the 

(  old  i'entice,  in  1803,  the  fliglit  of  steps  leading  to  the  en- 

trance of  tlie  church  were  immediately  in  front  of  the  door, 
i-  and  tlie  ])arsunagc-housc  over  tliem ;  but,  vriien  the  altera- 

p  tio!,  look  pkice,  tliey  were  turned  to  tlie  side  of  the  church. 

f,  In    1787,   tlie   south  side  of  the  church  was  re-cased 

'>-  with  stone;  in   1813,  the  steeple  also  was  recused,  and  a  ■ 

new  clock  placed  in  it.     The  entire  body  of  the  church 

[:  M-asnewpewed  in  1814-15.     In  the  steeple  are  eight  hells, 

'  ■  of  which  six  arc  a  peal,  cast  in  1709 ;  on  the  treble  are  east 

V  .  these  words,  "  When  ymi  ring,  I'll  sing."     The  Pentice 

1  bell  was  cast  as  early  as  1589,  and  was  originally  used  for 

': .  ,       the   purpose  of  summoning  the  magistrates  ;  it  is  now^ 

i  rung  on   corporate  court  days  only.     In  the  beginning  of 

the  year  18 IS,  Sunday  evening  lectures  were  established 

I  .  in  this  church,  under  the  patronage  of  Bishop  Law,  where 

[  divine  service  is  regularly  performed  by  a  clergyman, 

;•  whose  5tii)end,  with  all  attendant  expences,  are  defrajed 

'^        .^  by  annual  subscriptions,   and  collections  made  quarterly 

in  the  church.     In  the  month  of  October  in   the  same 

year,  the  church  was  first  lighted  with  gas. 


MCARS  Of^  ST.  PETERS. 

PrcsnUcd.  Vicars.  Presented.  Vicars- 

KiOO  Kubertus  ilc  Sl.icclcsficld,  1320  D'nus  Jo.  dc  .11.17111111. 

1300  Thomas  Abbesbury.  IS-W  Robcnus  de  Bcrriii-um. 

1310  Ciuido  de  Newwn.  1350  Ricardus  dc  Brcdon. 

1313  Rogtrus  de  Chcync.  137»  Johannes  de  Ualghton. 

«  The  sketch  of  this  church,  as  weU  as  of  the  five  tliat  follow,  ar; 
copied  from  the  great  work  of  Jlr.  Ormerod,  They  are  intioduced  for 
tlic  porjiose  of  .slicwing  the  ditlurence  between  those  structures  at  tlic  time 
they  were  taken,  from  what  they  are  at  the  present  day.  The  churches  of 
Si.  Oswald's,  St.  John's,  and  St.  Mary's,  ret.ain  the  external  form  they  have 
iKul  fwni  a  distant  period,  and  I  h.-ive  met  with  no  sketches  of  them  in  any 
other.  In  a  i"Vlti.  volume,  part  of  the  collections  of  the  late  Rev.  Thomas 
Cr^nic,  I  observe,  however,  the  following  note  in  reference  to  St.  John's — '•'l 
have  seen  a  drawing  of  St.  John's  church,  in  its  perfect  state  ;  it  was  ongt- 
nally  built  in  tlic  form  of  a  cross.     T.  C." 
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Picscnliil.         Vicnri.  Presented.         Vwun. 

140ri  Ji)liannos(U-CrisS(;n:ilf,  1311    TlioiUiis  liaxtt-r. 

Heiiricus  llcy.  Willi;ni)  Oi-toii. 

lJ.|:i  Uogcrus  Asstv.  1J70  EJwwd  KawJius. 

1 4fi4  Jacobus  Stanley.  1.37:?  William  Dovinyto:i. 

l-l(J(i  Tliomas  Bolton.  l.JDl   William  Chisv/Ick. 

Koburt  Becausan.  1C24  Vv'illiam  Case,  M.A, 

loOl  John  Nicholson.  l(j-27  James  Kiuhcrfonl,  Iil.A. 

It  was  my  intention  to  liuve  given  the  immcs  of  tliu 
ministers  of  this  cliurch,  from  the  year  1627,  \\ith  the 
time  of  their  ai)pointnienl,  but  I  have  not  been  able  to 
collect  the  information  with  accuracy.  The  first  nomi- 
nation that  can  be  found  in  the  registry  oflice,  of  perpetual 
curates  to  St.  Peter's  church,  is  that  of  the  Rev.  Peter 
Newton,  but  it  is  without  date ;  it  is  presented  by  tlie 
churchwardens  and  parishioners  to  Kicholas,  the  then 
bishop  of  Chester,  on  the  death  of  tlie  Rev.  VViliiam 
Thompson,  the  late  minister.  1  herein  also  a  stipendiary 
curate's  nomination,  dated  1731,  by  the  Re\'.  l^obcrt 
Fogg,  pe;-])etual  curate  thercot^  but  it  does  not  appear 
when  the  said  Robert  Fogg  was  licensed.  On  the  22n(! 
September,  1771;  the  Rev.  John  Baldwin,  nominated  liis 
son  John  J3ald\vin  to  the  stipendiary  curacy  ;  but  it  does 
not  appear  when  Mr.  B.  sen.  was  licensed.  On  the  10th 
February,  1776,  the  said  John  Baldwin,  sen.  resigned  his 
curacy,  and  on  the  20th  day  of  Februai'v,  in  the  same 
year,  the  Rev.  Rigby  Baldwin  was  licensed  thereto.  On 
the  14th  of  May,  1794,  the  said  Rigby  Baldwin  (then 
called  Rigbyc  Rigbye)  resigned,  and  on  the  28lh  IMay,  in 
the  same  year,  the  Rev.  John  Baldwin  was  licensed 
thereto.  The  Kev.  John  Halton  (the  present  incumbent) 
was  licensed  to  the  said  perpetual  curacv  on  the  2ith 
July,  1815. 

Population  of  this  parish  according  to  the  last  census, 
1016. — The  registers  of  this  parish  commence,  ba.ptisms, 
in  1588;  marriages  and  burials,  in  1559.  They  consist 
of  four  folio  vohmu's,  in  general  of  fair  legible  writing  on 
parchment,  and  in  c.vcellent  condition,  having  been  lately 
uniformly  reboimd  in  rough  caHj  iuid  their  contents  let- 
tered  on  the  back  of  each.     The  chasms  in  the  registers 
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i  \'.:]]o\1-  :~Sapiisrns.  fVoiii  1593  to  1608. — lUar- 
r,  ii-vi:n  1595  to  160r;  IVom  1GJ9  to  1626;  (Von> 
to  \7iJ[.—Bi/rta/s,  fri)m  15C;;  to  ui')/"  ;  from  KKH* 
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M()xl:mi-;n'1'8  in  s'I'.  i-iri'i'iis  rijuucii. 

Oil  ;i  lar.^e  imu;;!  inouui,.i;;.t  ti.v^il  i)i  il.c  i;.ii;,.ry,  =>.".i:-..^.  tlic  iioi;ii  wsll  . 

•' T'-.is  ni;i.-liie,  conjugal  ufi'txiion    ui--d  ilv.al  i>ict_v  have  crL-ctcJ  to   tlic 

sti'-'ni'iry  of  ilcr.ry  licnnct,  c-'tj.  a  citi>Lii  who  ciiit  liiiuour  to  tiiis  city  ;  :i  iv.cr- 
cii.iiit  v.'lio  iinprovci.l  anil  o:-;tcniie(l  it?  <.'ornr..erce,  a  magistrate  who  rulfcl  it 
v;ii':i  iliiinl.ty  and  justice  ;  a  lover  of  his  country,  a  frit-hil  to  niniikiml,  ^mtl  of 
his  li'jcl  .•;  sci'viiat  ::ealous  viHh  knowlciigc.  His  lifv  was  such  continued  hap- 
Bincss  to  tluKc  whom  (jfltlaml  nature  tauy'ithlni  most  '.o  lovf,  that  histlcath, 
wi-.ii:;i  I:ic.npe:-.«1  on  the  iCth  oi'  JVov.  17-17,  in  the  oGtli  yciit  of  his  age,  bf  came 
their  greatest  anil  most  lasting  alTeciio:i." 

(Jn   a   tablet   bciiitid   the   pulpit: — "  Quisquis  i'.TC   sdas      c>se 

Thoniam  Conpcr..  ..civcni  Ccsfre;ise'.>.i,  qui  iluni  vixit;  vixit  bon'js  civis, 
paterfamilias  fnigi,  amicis  utiUs,  cog'.iaiis  benignus,  siniul  ten.pi-rans,  Justus, 
religiosus.  niiscrieovs,  ijuoJiiuc  scire  etiani  te  volo,  duohus  quos  reliquit  filiis 
et  \ivus  tt  moriens  optime  prospexit  e  quibus  natu  ti'^ajor,  hoc  quo;!  villi's 
).i;Ln-;in:',  i-iet..lis  ergo,  cxtrui  luvavit.  Oliiit  i/"  ilii;  Novemljris,  anno 
itDi-xcv.  -elatis  Ei;.-:  71"-"'  Over  it  are  tiie  amis  of  Cowpir,  of  Ovi^h-.^l'i 
:i;irt  u;.iler::catli,  tllB  same  n  i'.h  three  quavtcrings.  Unilerneah  these  arms  :  — 
'•  Tlioma;  cineribus  iniscciitur  I'!!i:":oct!i3!,  conjugi^  charissinise,  villus: 
mc.'tiss:m,-c  Johannis  BaskervilL-  ile  Wiihingtcn  r.rm.  filitv,  et  IJriiov.ur':  ci. 
Nor-.iannonnvi  printipibus  oriunihc.  Pia  beaefita  vlxit,  bonis  llebiiis  o..;iJi;: 
X  Dec.  an.  Christi  1710,  a:'.at.  7'2".  'W.  C.  ricpcs,  arm.  hoe  posuit." 

Close  to  this  Kimiunient  is  a  wooiluii  (iblet,  i",.scr:l'nl :— '■  Here  lyeth  tlie 
bodves  of  'I'hoinas  C'owpir  of  ys  citty,  esquiir,  i.ldern:an  ami  jus;i;e  of  peace-; 
inainr  ICII  ;  he  died  I'jih  i!ay  Of  July,  I'Jyl,  aged  -,G  years  ;  and  alsoe  of 
Catherine  his  wife,  daughter  of  Thomas  Thioppe  of  the  saidc  citty  of  Chester, 
aUlemian  and  justiec  of  peace.  She  died  29th  May,  !!J72,  aged  7-  ^-.-ares. 
They  had  yssus  five  ion'es  and  tv/o  ilaiightevs,  of  v/h:eh  three  sons  and  one 
daughter  survived  them." 

Attached  to  the  adjoining  pillar,  is  i.he  memorial  of  Ilumphrey  I'ag'-, 
gent,  alderman,  who  died  April  ;>;,  I7I!,  aged  5'1,  leaving  issue  tv/o  sons 
and  five  daughters. 
.  ■  On  the  oiler  side  of  the  same  colamn,  a  niatble  monument,  inscribed  ; 
— '•  Ne:ir  unlo  li.is  nhuc  li.il,  ihv  Ivav  ..f'lMward  i;r.i>\>haw,  esquiiv,  wbo 
l'\  '.s  ll,^l  NMi-  ;-us..un.i,  d:.u;;ii;er  .jid  hiirof  Chii  :.iph:r  l!U:is,  of  ihis 
eiiy,  ^il.'evnKui,  h.:d  iv/ilve  ciiildren,  a;d  by  his  second  iiile  IMary,  the  rc-licla 
of  .Mr.  Chrisiopher  l,ove,  had  seven  children:  lie  ivus  exemplary  for  his 
piety  and  cli:irity  when  living,  a'ld  departed  this  life  the  nist  of  Ociobir, 
!«71;  i;>  the  C7th  year  of  his  age,  leavir.;^  live  01  lus,  childu^:  yi:  alive,  Ic 
'OI..  II.        M 
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cuntinue  whose  memory,  his  son  and  licir,  Sir  J;ina-s  Bradshaiv,  of  Ivinij, 
in  the  cast  riilcing  of  tlie  county  of  Vork,  lias  erect  this  monument." 

Against  tlie  next  piJUav,  in  the  middle  of  the  churcli,  a  marble  monument 
inscribed: — "On  the  north-west  side  of  this  iiillar  lies  the  body  of  Mrs. 
Ursula  Bradshaw,  youngest  daughter  of  Sir  James  Bradshaw.  kt.  and  of  his 
lady,  who  was  sole  daughter  and  heir  of  Edward  Kllcrkcr.  of  Kirby,  in  tlK- 
county  of  York,  esq.  Slie  died  at  Chester,  IStli  September,  1/31,  a;tnt.  43, 
and  desiring  to  be  burled  near  her  grandfather,  her  ati'ectionate  brother,  Ellcr- 
ker  B"adshaw,  esij.  in  memory  of  her  many  virtues,  erected  this  monument." 

Against  the  same  pillar  is  a  memorial  of  fllary,  daughter  and  co-heiress 
of  Handle  Leecli,  merchant,  sheriff  of  Chester,  and  lafc  v.i'c  of  Robert  Incc, 
draper,  who  died  July  27,  1(J13,  leaving  live  sons  and  one  daughter. 

Near  this  are  iricmorials  of  Tliomas  Tylston,  M.U.  died  Jan.  0,  17!?;, 
and  John  Tylston,  M.D.  his  son,  who  died  Jure  22,  17(;o. 

In  a  vault  on  the  south  side  of  the  communion  tabic,  were  interred  in 
1802,  the  remain.'!  of  the  Rev.  'M'iUiam  Slassey,  of  St.  John's  church-yard  ; 
and  in  180-1,  those  of  Elizabeth,  his  relict.  Also  four  children  who  died 
in  their  infancy. 

Against   the  east  wall,   un   the  north   side  of  the  altar,  is  a  monument, 

decorated   with  a  bust  of  the  deceased,   with  an  inscription  as  foUoivs  : 

"  Pra-tor  fuit  anno  verbi  incarnati  jiDi.XiXViir.  ffulielrjio  Wall,  honestis 
penutibus  Jielsbeii,  rrod.sliamia^,  nato  hujus  urbis  olini  praHori,  ordinisq  ; 
senatorii,  viro  gravi  et  moribus  suavissimis,  optimorum  comiti,  et  omnibus 
comi :  in  so  potius  quani  sui  parco,  in  publicum  libenili,  in  pauperis  prodigo, 
virtulum  ejus  memor  memuriier[.  cultor  posuit." 

Affixed  to  the  north  side  of  the  church  is  a  handsome  monument  of 
white  and  grey  marble,  to  the  memory  of  George  Henry  .Johnson,  v/ith  the 
Ibllov.ing  elegant  Latin  inscription,  by  Dr.  Butler,  of  Slirewsbury  : — "  IT. 
S.  E — Georgius  Henricus  Joscphi  F.  Johnson,  qui  bcnigiiam  ingcnii 
ven.am  a  naturii  sibi  conccssam,  optimis  studiis  cxcolebat,  in  Uteris  Gra:cis 
atque  Latinis  plurinumi  prol'ccerat,  nequc  erat  in  Gcometria  rudis,  nihil  erat 
in  CO  lictam,aut  sinnilatum,  nihil  incancinnam,  aut  lene,  scd  lionesta  omnia, 
sed  decora,  sod  proba,  it-^que  palri  pietate,  pra-ccptoribus  diligcntia,  condisci- 
pulis  niorum  facilitate, 'atque  innocentia,  cocleris  omnibus  comit.te  atque  mo- 
destia  se  conmiendavit,  sed  his  animi  virtuiibus  vires  corporis  non  rcsponde- 
Dant,  vixit  annis  xvi.  mensibus  x.  diebus  i;:.  deccssit  in  regia  schola Salopiensi. 
V'lii.  id.  Nov.  A.S.  jiDCCCXViii.  I'ilio  Optimo  de.sicluratissimo  pater 
superstes.  II.M.P.C. 

[This  youth  is  interred  in  a  vault  under  the  inonujuent ;  where  hi^ 
father,  Joseph  Johnson,  .ind  his  grandfather,  John  Johnson,  wine  merclianis, 
;ind  several  otiier  mendjcrs  of  the  same  familv,  aie.-iho  interred.  1 
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THE  HOLY  AND  UNDIVIDED  TRINITY. 

The  advov.-son  of  tlic  rectory  of  Trinity  was  originally 
an  appendage  of  tlie  barony  of  Jlontalt,  and  passed  with 
that  barony,  successively,  to  the  crown,  the  earls ^  of 
Salisbury,  and  the  Stanleys  of  Lathom,  and  continuing 
vested  in  the  family  last-uicntioned,  after  their  loss  ot  '-lie 
barony  of  Montalt,  is  now  the  property  of  their  represen- 
tative, the  earl  of  Derby.     The  earliest  notice*  of  it  %\'h!ch 

"  The  iVilKnving  note,  in  relVrcnce  to  this  churcli,  occurs  in  tlic  Cr.ric 
MS.  collections,  but  oji  whiit  .-luthority  the  information  vests,  I  kn'jw  not  :— 
"  The  north  ch.incci,  commonly  caUcd  St.  Patric's  ile.  is  suiQ  to  have  besii 
built  by  Manlrsiiicn,  living  in  Lowcr.lanc." 


•i 


:r2  liisTonv  u?  ciik.st!;^. 

has  occurrcil,  i>  in  a  cliartei-  relating  to  Ilosti'rri'.  •  ci;ii;'(.i! 
anterior  to  1 ISS,  wliicli  is  witnessed  asiso:;;;'  (j!;;(  v .  1;\- 
Williaiii  (1;^  .Mijiita't,  and  '■■  W'alicro  cccli';-i;::-  .'■■ancla  Triiii- 
lalis  prc'sliytero." 

'J'riiiity  cliuiTli  is  f:!tiaui.'<i  oiiilx'  norti]  Li'k'of  \.  airr.. 
gate-street,  adjoinini^  tlieciistorii-lioiii-"c  j  it  is  clfuily  iiiiii!, 
of  tlie  red  .sand  stone  ot  tiie  city  ;*  the  north  wall  c/i' ilit- 
Mortii  aisle  is  ca'^cd  wi'!;  brick.     L)  tl;e  early  part  of  i!io 

"'  Of  this  stone  our  churches,  and  all  the  okl  jjubiic  buihi;;i<.;s  ;»  iUc  city 
were  constnictetl ;  mobt,  il'  not  all  of  it  being  prob.ibly  tlu;i  fru::;  tui  :.t;ii;:nt 
quarry,  near  the  Nortligtite,  where  die  Ci!;ial  now  runs.  The  flsggint;  for 
the  ]!p.th-,vay  routul  the  walls  i.s  of  tliis  ntaerial ;  t. here  niny  be  freqiicmly 
seen,  on  the  l!ags  that  have  becit  a  good  deal  worn,  a  hard  blacli  subittince. 
resembling  iron-stone,  risin;;  above  the  surface,  and  .sninotir-ies  bf.'ntcliinj; 
into  fant.ast'.c  shapes.  A  very  short  time  siaee,  a  geritleniun  i<f  this  cliy 
observed  one  of  these  (lags  on  the  v.'cstcrn  side  of  our  walls,  in  '.ih'ciuiiis 
hard  suhsianee  had  l)r:.nched  out  into  the  form  of  a  tltislh,  of  wiiieh  il  li:id 
an  e>:act  ivscnihlance.  lie  had  the  enri'  sity  to  have  it  l.il.on  uj},  and  annthir 
placed  ill  its  room;  and  on  its  beiiii;  submitted  to  a  scientilic  and  i-niir,e;,i 
inineraiojjist,  lie  delivered  the  following  o^iinion  :  — "  The  stone  is  a  line 
."Specimen  of  the  new  red  sand  stone,-  a  formation  which  extends  fu'i-.:  i!ie 
toulh-ea^t  of  DcvonJiirc  to  the  Bristol  channel ;  ar^d  from  the  banks  of  the 
Severn  tlirongh  the  heart  of  Enghand,  terminating  in  the  valley  of  the  river 
Tees,  in  the  plain  between  Yorkshire  and  Ditrharn.  It  presents  exactly  :he 
same  cheractcr  in  the  plain  of  Carlisle,  and  in  the  southern  part  of  De.mfiise- 
ohire.  it  very  rarely  contains  organic  remains,  and  I  do  net  believe  tiiat  the 
black  DaUrilic  impression  is  ortranic.  I  am,  however,  not  able  to  decide 
positively  whether  it  is  or  not.  Between  the  slabs  of  this  kind  of  red  stone, 
there  is  often  a  ci>ating  of  black  oxyd  cf  iron.  Tliis  oxyd,  from  interrupted 
chrystalization,  forms  beautiful  dentritie  markings,  of  v.-lich  this  is  a  very  fine 
specimen." — It  may  be  well  to  observe  that  tiie  learned  were  not  aware,  as 
appears  fruni  the  ahove  note,  that  this  description  of  stone  had  been  noticed 
in  this  district.  This  may  give  rise  to  an  hiteresting  inquiry  on  tliis  subject 
amongst  the  men  of  science  in  this  city. — Within  the  last  twenty  years,  the 
y«rlishirc  Jlnijs  have  been  very  generally  introduced  into  the  city,  and  with 
these  the  walking  path  of  the  walls  are  now  repaired.  The  durability  of  this 
•atone,  in  comparison,  with  that  of  the  Chester  material,  in  cor.ntction  with 
the  cheapness  and  facility  of  coiiv.'yance  iiy  inland  navigation,  will  in  all 
probability  very  soon  command  a  preference  to  any  other,  at  least  for  general 
purposes.  A  stranger  walking  the  streets  of  Chester  would  conclude,  that 
the  article  of  flags  is  very  scari;e  Ln  the  city,  as  a  very  small  portion  of  it  can 
boast  of  a  walking  path  of  these  materials.  If  our  police  conmiissioneis 
sl'.iHild  ever  lie  rich  oiuuigh,  they  would  confer  a  gialii'ying  boon  on  the  eiii- 
ieiis,  and  especially  on  a  i^toupe  of  goaty  invalids,  by  taking  up  the  ih.irp. 
Stoned  paien;ent  on  the  side  walks,  and  providing  timf.ve  r-sy  ac-omniodnlion 
for  UvjlerJ\-ji. 
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I7tii  cciilury,  tlic  eliui-cli  was  oruanu'iitfii  wiih  a  bcaiiti- 
!ul  ^],h-c,  a  ixpfcsuntmioii  of  which  is  given  v.hovc,  iV^.iii 
a  (h-awin;;-  ol'  one  of  the  Kaiulal  Hohnc-.  Fi-oir.  its  c\- 
|uv:c(i  .>itu:\iioti.  Ijowevu-.  a:i(!  tlie  pei'i?hahlo  ijualitv  oi" 
(lie  s!i)iie,  ii  reoaired  f'i\  ]iicut fcparatieit  ;  a;id  ia  adiii- 
iiwt\  to  ihe>e  causes  ol'  naliiral  dceav,  llie  uinicr  iiart. 
saliereil  much  in  iTt^'O  anil  1770,  iVoiu  v.;vcre  itornis ;  it 
is  stated  10  have  heea  ihriec  rebuilt  witiiin  eight  years. 

Early  in  the  year  18i  1,  soni^  serious  a|)[)rc!iensioiis 
were  ciitertaincd  ibr  tlic  safety  of  the  spire,  which  had 
probably  been  rendered  more  sensitive,  from  the  fatal  ac- 
cident Miiich  had  a  little  belbre  happened  to  St.  Nicholas's 
spire  at  Liverpool,  by  which  a  great  number  of  people 
lost  their  lives.  The  late  Thomas  Harrison,  Esq.  was 
therefore  employed  to  survey  it,  and  in  consequence  of 
his  i'e[)ort,*  it  was  taken  dov.-n  without  the  least  accident. 

••  I  cmnot  (li:.iy  myself  tlio  gi-iitification  of  giving  the  whole-  of  tliis 
report,  not  only. on  iiccouiit  of  its,  :'.)<plication  to  this  strucliv.e,  !)ut  bccniisc  of 
the  scientific  ohsm-ntions  it  contains  by  tliis  ilistiiiguisiicil  architect,  on  all 
siaillar  ctliiiccs: — "llaviiig  attentively  examined  thi  insiilc  of  the  sjiiic,  to 
%vithii)  .1  few  yanlb  of  the  l;.p,  iuul  viewed  it  without  from  diftcrcnt  situations 
most  convenient  for  tlic  ihu-1)UsO,  tliere  appears  a  material  defect  in  its  original 
construction  ;  tl;o  upright  or  pcrpendicvilar  joints  of  tlie  stones  or  ashlars,  not 
being  tycd  hi  a  worlcnian-lilie  n-.anner,  or  alternately  crossing  over  each  other 
sufficiently  to  bind  tiie  dilTerent  courses  properly  together,  which  is  necessary 
in  all  hiiuls  of  masonvy,  but  more  especially  in  a  spire.  Xlus  defect  has 
occasioned  the  joints  to  open  more  than  they  otlierwise  would  lijve  done,  and 
in  time  would  be  the  principal  cause  of  the  destruction  of  the  spire,  whicli 
would  be  hastened  Ijy  the  tender  and  perishable  nature  of  t!ic  stone  of  which 
it  is  built,  it  Ijciiig  already,  in  several  parts,  in  a  state  of  considerable  decay. 
The  inortar,  in  a  number  of  the  joints,  has  perished,  or  been  worked  out  by 
the  vibration  of  the  spire,  and  ttiey  are  therefore  now  so  open,  that  the  super, 
iiieun.bent  weight  rests  only  upon  part  of  tlie  surface  of  many  of  the  horizontal 
joints.  The  upper  part  of  the  spire,  which  was  rebuilt  some  years  since, 
.appears,  witliin,^  to  have  been  very  carelessly  and  improperly  executed;  (lie 
joints,  in  gcniT:il,  having  been  left  open,  and  otlicrs  only  made  up  with  small 
and  very  iiisiidicient  stones.  From  an  observation  made  with  a  pliim-line, 
ilie  upper  part  of  the  spire  jippcars  to  be  about  six  inches  out  of  perpendicular, 
leaning  towards  tlie  south-west.  Tlie  lower  part  of  the  spire,  and  about  tlic 
s.iaiul. holes,  appear  to  have  been  Iniilt  with  a  coarser  iind  more  perishable 
M.'ne  than  th.it  which  lias  been  generally  used  above;  llie  joints  and  faces  of 
ilie  stone  being  mi  much  decayed,  that,  it  is  supposed,  two  or tlirce  inches  from 
the  surface  uf  sei'eral  of  ihem  have  perished  and  fallen  oft"  in  this  part,  which 
has  not  been  originally  more  tlun  ten  inches  in  thiclinoss.     The  construction 
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The  stones  which  fonnod  tlic  summit  of  the  sjiire,  called 
the  Rose,  were  phnced  by  Dr.  Tliaclceray,  in  the  inlinuary 
garden,  as  a  pedestal  for  a  basaltic  cohimnj  from  the 
Giant's  Causeway.*  The  east  end  and  south  side  of  tliis 
clnn'ch,   with    the  pillars  and  arches,  being  in  a  ruinous 

of  tlic  angles  adjoining  to  tlie  souncl-lioles  is  improiier,  from  being  done  wiili 
stone  of  too  small  dimensions,  insuflicicntly  Ijound  or  t_ved,  and  therefore  gives 
a  weakness  to  this  part ;  which,  witli  tlie  present  decayed  state  of  the  stone 
in  several  of  them,  constitutes  the  greatest  defect  and  danger  of  the  spire. 
All  buildings  must  have  a  period  of  decay  and  failure,  according  to  their 
situation,  construction,  and  the  quality  of  the  materials  of  which  they  are 
built :  and  although  it  may  be  possible  v/ith  great  care  and  trouble,  but 
perhaps  with  some  danger,  to  repair  this  spire,  so  that  it  might  stand  a 
number  of  years,  yet  I  consider,  that,  from  its  original  defects,  and  present 
state  of  decay,  no  repairs  will  render  it  so  strong  or  secure,  as  erections  of  this 
kind  ouglit  to  bo.  All  spires  being  more  or  less  in  danger  from  tiicir  great 
altitude,  compared  with  the  size  of  tlicir  bases,  and  the  stone,  to  prevent 
loading  the  towers  too  much,  necessarily  tliin  ;  and  as  they  are  exposed  to  all 
vicissitudes. of  weather,  tl'.ey  ouglit  always  to  he  judiciously  constructed  of 
stone  the  least  liable  to  decay,  and  the  masonry  well  executed.  In  a  spire 
like  this,  where  these  essential  re>[uisitcs  have  not  been  observed,  and  where 
the  stone  is,  in  several  parts,  from  ago  to  age,  in  a  considerable  and  progres- 
sive state  of  decay  ;  any  reparation  might  give  an  appearance  of  safety,  with- 
out efliclually  removing  real  danger.  I  am,  therefore,  after  due  consideration, 
of  opinion,  that  the  most  advLseab'c  measure  would  be,  as  soon  as  convenient, 
to  take  it  down  entirely. 

•  Tills  basaltic  colum;  has  a  peculiar  claim  upon  the  attcnlion  of  die 
curious.  A  pentagon  joint,  as  seen  in  the  inlinnary  garden,  and  taken  from 
one  of  tlie  most  perfect  pillars,  has  live  pl.iin,  and  twelve  curve  surfaces  • 
they  have  their  insiues  sloped  away  in  an  hyiierljolic  curve,  and  the  "roovcs 
in  the  lower  part  of  each  joint  adapted  to  receive  these,  with  similar  curvature 
added  to  the  former,  make  twice  as  many  curve  surfaces  as  the  figure  has 
angles.  The  most  remarkable  property  of  Hasahcs,  is  its  figure  bein"  never 
found  in  strata  like  other  marbles,  but  always  standing  up  in  the  form  of 
regular  angular  columns,  composed  of  a  number  of  joints,  one  placed  upon 
and  nicely  fitted  to  another,  some  square,  others  pentagonal,  hexagonal, 
hcptagonal,  or  octagonal,  as  if  formed  by  tile  hands  of  a  skilful  workman. 
The  noblest  store  in  the  world  seems  to  be  that  called  Giant's  Causew.ay  in 
Ireland,  and  StalTa,  one  of  the  western  isles  ofScotla'nd.  In  Ireland  the 
Basaltcs  rises  far  up  the  country,  runs  into  the  sea,  crosses  at  llic  bottom, 
and  rises  again  on  the  opposite  land.  In  StafT.i  the  whole  end  of  the  island 
IS  supjunlid  by  naturid  ranges  of  pill.irs,  mostly  above  fifly  feet  high,  sl.anding 
in  niiiural  colonadcs,  according  as  the  b.ays  and  points  of  kind  have  formed 
tlicmsclvcs,  upon  a  firm  b.-isis  of  solid  unformed  rocks.  At  Fairhead  (north 
of  Ireland)  the  pillars  are  of  a  gigantic  magnitude,  sometimes  exceeding  Cys 
feet  in  breadth,  and  one  hundred  in  length." 


FAllOCHIAL    HISTORV.  0.3 

Jtatc,  were  reb\iilt  I'roui  the  f'oiiiidatioii  in  16/9.  In 
]77l)  tl-t;  church-yard  was  enlarged  from  hind  ceded  by 
the  rector  to  the  parish,  for  which  it  was  to  pay  him  and 
his  successors  Al.  a  year  for  ever.  In  177-J,  the  church 
was  enlarged  out  of  the  church-yard,  50  feet  in  length 
from  St.  Patrick's  aisle,  and  23  feet  in  width  from  south 
to  north,  at  an  cxpcncc  ex'ceeding  500/.  In  1734,  it  M'as 
decreed,  that  the  four  bells,  being  cracked  and  broken, 
shoulil  be  re-cast,  and  t^\•o  new  ones  added  to  tiie  peal ; 
in  1/30,  the  six  new  bells,  cast  by  Rudliall,  of  Gloucester, 
were  placed  in  the  steeple.  Tiie  burying  ground  adjoin- 
ing the  church,  having  been  long  extreuiely  crowded 
with  bodies,  and  inadequate  to  the  use  of  the  parish,  a 
fresh  piece  of  ground,  nortii  of  tlie  Linen-hall,  and  east 
of  the  city  jail  was  puroliased  in  1809,  and  consecrated 
Sept.  22,  1810 J  the  total  expence,  including  chapel, 
railing,  &c.  was  about  1000/.  The  ititcrior  of  this  church 
is  kept  in  remarkably  good  order,  every  part  of  it  pre- 
senting an  appearance  of  beauty  and  cleanliness.  There 
arc  two  good  galleries,  one  of  them  erected  so  late  as  the 
year  1820,  a  considerable  portion  of  '^vhich  is  ajiprojiriated 
to  the  children  of  the  parochial  sabbath  school.  'Within 
tliis  parish  is  situated  tlic  Roodeye,  where  the  city  races 
are  annually  held ;  it  is  tithe  free,  but  the  parish  rec- 
tor is  allowed  the  pasturage  of  one  horse.  Certified 
value  of  the  living  oS/.  \\s.  \Qd.  Present  rector,  the 
Rev.  F.  Ayckbowni. 

By  the  census  of  1821,  the  parish  contains  3036 
inhabitants.  The  registers,  written  on  parchment,  con- 
tained in  four  volumes  bound  in  calf,  and  in  good  condi- 
tion, commence  in  the  year  1656;  and  are  continued  to 
the  ];resent  time,  with  but  little  interruption. 


RECTORS  OF  TRINITY. 

( 

f  D,>(.'.  JWcloi-s.  Dale.  Rectors. 

i.;  1U!8  WnUcrus,  presbyter.  1320  Kobcrtas  do  Waterlord. 

I  Alexander  Ic  Bell.  13.19  Joliannci  de  Preston. 
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Date 
13(iO 
13/!! 

1304 
U(),> 

lit;.'! 
I  u:\ 

1,'iHJ 

lo07 
1512 

1051 


Rectors. 
Kimrdiib  ie  Peiilicth. 
Johannes  de  Midclion, 
Tlioiiiiu  ^lynshiiU. 
Joiuuincs  Krdistoii. 
WWl.  du  Newlialgli. 
Johannes  Cross. 
Hoj^crus  ('otti]i!;hnni. 
Ilnnlni.s  Kvyiiiorlh. 
l!ich,iiil  Sii.i'ili. 
Koberl  Cawky. 
Thomas  Powdl. 
Thomns  Eradshaw, 
Ralph  Stopiovd. 


Date.  Hicton. 

1353  Tho-.iias  Tiulf,'yli 

John  Olacoii. 
If.yO  Henry  Berkc'. 
Hi  13  Sanuiul  Hankinsun. 
1C115  Edmund  Mupwcod. 

ChristophLT  Siukll. 
i;::.'-  ^rillian.  Smiih.  A. 
17l'<;  Milll.iii,  Suiiili,  1). 
i;)IO  James  StcHK,-;. 
17I!'J  Thomas  Madddck, 
laOO  Thomas  Maddock, 
Ifjij  Frederick  Ayckbowi 


The  patronage  of  this  church   first  came  into  llic 
family  of  the  Earl  of  Derby  in  the  year  1  105. 


MONUMENTS  IN  'miNITY  CHURCH. 


At  the  end  of  ilie  south  aisle,  arc  the  monuments  of  Henry  :;ik1  Ldivan.' 
Geo,  over  whiehis  the  following  inscription  : — 

"  Dame  Elizabeth  hcarc  interred  is, 
Th.it  ladie  was  of  late 
To  Culverlcy,  kt.  hut  first  espoused 

To  Henry  Uee,  herniate, 
A\'ho  ruled  lieare  a  patron  rare 

As  cittie  well  can  jhewe, 
Thus  she  in  worship  run  her  race, 
And  still  ill  venue  grewe." 
>vear  to  the  above  is  a  large  marble  monument,   in  memory  of  .iehri 
Jlaiuwaring,   of  AVrenbury,  of  the  Baddiky   family,  rmd  slev:ard  to  Lord 
M'cymouth.     Obiit  JIavch  2,  172U,  aged  34. 

Adjacent,  a  brass  plate,  in  memory  of  Peter  Driiikwater,  .iluerman, 
(Obiit  July  18,  1(131)  and  Sarah  his  wife  (Obiit  January  '>,  1!J-1(J.) 

Opposite  these  is  a  very  large  monument,  with  a  long  and  pompous 
memorial  of  A\'illiam  Allen,  merchant,  and  alderman  of  Cluster,  mayor  11)117, 
died  July  1708,  aged  G/. 

Near  the  east  door,  adjoining  tlie  ii-.onumcnt  cf  the  .-I'den^^.  was  forn:erIy 
an  aneieni  tomb  of  the  A\'hilmor,s,  with  an  elligy  in  mail,  of  while  marble, 
with  ihe  family  arms  on  tlie  sliield  ;  it  is  mentioned  in  Kinj'.'s  ^■l:lv■  Uoy.;l, 
(1.  81,  but  even  at  that  time  (1C2IJ)  the  m.onumental  inscription  was  utterly 
exiinguislied.  The  original  inscription  was  as  foUows :— "  I-'ic  jiicet  .)0- 
lianncs  de  Wliitmorc,  obiit  3  kal.  Ocfjb.  .Mccctxxiv."     He  wr:s  maycv  of 
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Chester,   in    13/2. — This    tiguic  was  reniovcJ  in  constiiueiice  of  soiii'j  ultc-ra- 
tions,    and   dtpcsilcd    in    a    v;iuU    under    tlie   stat    now    ucciipied    by    Vi. 
'  Thackeray. 

t  At  the  altar,  a  tablet — "  Here.lycth  the  botlycs  of  I\lanlia,  fourth  daiij^h- 

i  ter  of  Philip  Chetwood,  of  Oakley,  by  Esther  his  wife,  dr.ughtcr  to  William 

•  Tuchett,  of  Whitley,   who  died   17th  of  May,    ICyi,   aged  -11  years;  and 

Eleanor,  second  daughter  of  the   said  Philip   Chetwood.      She    died    llith 
March,  1GS2,  aged  12  years." 
i  Above  this  : — "  Here  lieth  interred    the  remains  of  Wartha  Meredith, 

E  spinster,   sister  of  Sir  William  Mereditli,  of  Henbury,  in  this  county,  bare. 

i  who  died  in  tliis  city  on  the  Uth  day  of  Oetuber,  I7!'ii,  aged  G4  years. 

'     '  On   the  north   side  of  the  altar,  a  memorial  of  "  Sir  Herbert  Whalley, 

knt.  who  was  born  at  Kingniore,  iii  .Sussex,  and  died  of  a  fever  at  Chester, 
May  C,  1039." 

Ne.ir  to  this  a  marble  tablet,  inscribed  : — "  P.SI.S.  Thomtc  llavenscroft 

'■  .  nuper  de  Pickhill,  in  agro  Denbighensi,  arniigeri,  ex  antiiiua  Kavcnscroft  de 

Bretton   in   com.   Flint,   prosapia  orti :  Margareta;  uxoris   ejus  iidelissiniac, 

d'ni  Thomffi  Williams  nuper  de  Vaynall,  in  comitatu  Carnarvon,  bar'ti  lilia;: 

_     -    qui  cum  quadraginta  annos  sum'a  cum  felicitate  amantissime  convixerunl, 

i     ■  et  ad  84  a!tatis  annum  respective  provccti  pientissimi  obierunt,  ille  Ifimo. 

!  .  die  mensis  Febriiarii,  1G81,  ilia  23".  Octobris,    lCi83:    in  quorum   piam 

j  .  memoriain  eorum  iilia  moestissima  et  executrix  Dorothea  Kavenscroft,  pie  hoc 

!  nionumentum  posuit." 

f  Under  this,  on  a  plain  marble  tablet : — "  Near  this  place  rcsteth  in  hope 

i  ■  of  a  joyful  resuircction  to  eternal  life,  the  body  of  the  Rev.  James  Stones, 

1  _.  A.M.  late  rector  of  this  parish.     He  died  the  23rd  day  of  May,  in  the  year 

I  '  of  our  Lord  178G,  aged  08. 

\  On  a  brass   plate  fixed  under  the  creed  within  the  communion  rails,  is 

the  following  memorial  to  the  memory  of  Matthew  Henry,  the  celebrated 
Presbyterian  divine,  and  his  wife  :_"  T\!ortaIit.ati5  exuvias  hie  juxta  deposuit 
Katharina  Henry,  (ilia  unica  Sarauelis  Hardware  armigeri,  Coiijux  adniodum 
dilecta  Mattha:i  Henry  S.S.  Evangelii  ministri,  qu;c  jirimo  partu  (liliolil 
superstite)  variolis  extincta  ad  patriam  migravit,  14'^  die  Pebruarii,  U!tlfJ-9, 
anno  atat.  25.  Posuit  in  lachrymis  viduatus  conjux — Idem  Mattha;us 
Henry  pietatis  et  ministerii  ofEciis  strenue  perfunctus,  per  la'-jrcs,  S.S.  liicris 
V  sorutandis  et  explicandis  inipensos  confcctum  corpus  huic  dormitorio  commisit 

22ndo  die  Junii,  1714,  anno  aitat.  52  ;  susceptis  ex  Jlaria,  Roberti  War- 
burton,  armigeri,  tilia,  mocrente  jam  vidua,  unico  lilio  et  quinque  filiabua 
superstitlbus." 

A  memorial  on  the  south  side  of  the  altar  :  — "  At  the  foot  of  this  pillar 
on  the  chancell  side  is  interred  the  body  of  William  Ince,  late  alderman  atid 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  citey,  was  maior  ano.  1CG2  ;  he  was  one  ol  the 
burjezts  in  pailiamcnt  for  this  citey  ;  he  died  the  27th  of  January,  ano. 
1678  :  had  issue  only  by  his  second  wife,  Anne,  daughter  of  Thomas  Thropp, 
uldeinian  and  justice  of  the  peace.  She  was  interred  in  the  same  ano.  1G44. 
Tivo  sons  survival  their  father,  \^"illi,.ui  the  eldest,  and  Robert  th.e  fourth. 
\Villiua:  h-.ce,  alderman  and  justice  of  jieace  of  tlii>  eilcy,  was  maior  ano. 
1677. 

Pan;ell,  tiie  poet  (arelideacun  of  (.'lo|.-iier)  was  r.urr«.'  in  this  tlun\h, 
October  24tli,  1;13. 

Vdl,.  li.       .N 
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:;;«.  m.^  3«,  ,7.3,  .,ea  o..::^:^:„'^;ti"':;L  rM?H,r';'-i^'^- 

kcti.,  cUca  J»ua.y  20,   UH  ,,    n^  00,!:^^  ^7  t ''a","^^' 
•l^ii-glna-  of  Rowland  Griffiths,  of  ih.  coJrtv  of  T"        V,       .'''"'' 

interred  in  St.  Mary's  chapel,  iu  the  .  .hcdral  ^  ^^'  '"'''  ^"'^  "'"» 

On  the  ,cuth  wall,  a  liaiuUomc  iiiavble  t::b!c-t,  v.ith  t'-  'MI,,,,-,, 

nab: ■'T,,  tin-    n,..,-,„,>„     »•  -vi  ■•      ,,'*"'''-- '^Uowmg  memo. 

.1  .     .  mc-mory  ot  lUary,  wile  of  Tho>ii-.v  l;i-,,ifn-i   .i- 

">=^  '^'<y  ;  she  died  Nov.  2!),  I!;-',J   a.>ed  5->       \  K^^  r    ^  '""^"' ''  "I"'™""  of 

^»<u  died  ..ly  a.  .«c',u:7!!iwS:;sj';x^f 
«i-'e_  .hon..  Bradiwd,  who  died  ,h.  ,ut  of A.^:::^;';;;-:!"^!: 

n     .^'n  'n  '"'•'"','  '^  ••'''''^'- ■  S^rcd  to  the  memory  .nd  virtttcs  of  J    T 
".   A.  l)odd,  wno  departed  tlu.s  life  Oct.  2a,  Wn   a.cd  CO  v  "         Z 
a  lnm,ble,  piou.,  ar.d  .sincere  christian.     Thi   ,-b!     ^Z^fT'     TT" 
one  of  her  affectionate  pupils."  ^"'^'"Wet  isgratettilly  inscribed  by 

a..ed  n    "',""".   -^"-"John    L..-.nic,t,   aUUrman,   died   .Sept   G    T'll 
«         '  U        :  "'  '"''^  "'■  •'"'"'  "^■'"-"'  -->  of  tn^  above,  t^d     '.         ' 
S  si^S'  1"-.«™-«-   ••-  -'e  of  .amuel  Bennett,         U,^;:^ 
y-ntULT,  IvMj.  wlio  dieu  the  Mth  of  April,  UiVl  ,-^ed  5'>  ■• 

"'\''''^  ^''"t  wall,   a  marble  ta!d«-«.NC"his  .'her  lied,  ■■     I    ,      r 

Over  the  vestry  door,  a  (ablet,  irscrih,,!  •      it  r„  i 

vestrv-roo.-,)    liitl,  il,,.  i     i     •"";''"■'"''"-''—"  I" a  vault  underneath   the 

^1-;- ;::.:::'' A;:ror.rp:2:- ----'>'•-- 

HOd      And  also  of  IV'illiam    Ponei.   hnnho 

!■>■     Indfi".    ,.,.,,,1    !■! 


\1, 


UilX, 
ed  July  i7th, 
I'lin  dini  Nov. 
I    .1;..!  It I, 


III..,!.., 

— .\l„>, 

.S-.a>d  I J 
'tep;;rlea 


I.'  <'f   il,.Uu  1 

■^I'li  uii.a.,  s 

.■  i'lemory  of  M-Ui;.ii.i  Jl; 
^  lil-e  the  UtholN.ne: 
^liedoihFebvuarv,  IS.'- 


i;..,.  .beu 


-.-.  1.11. 
.1.  Dili 


."•,  l.'ij;).  :: 


III,.,.. I 
[Ld  !!■;. 

(;;) 


li.dDe 

"t'lX.-  l.:o;l:ige,  Chester,  wlu 

•,  a-ed  (■;;!  vears luhii  .Mi! 
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S^  M  il        C!  ncl 


PAllISII  AND  CIIURCI!  OF  ST.  MARTIN'S. 

This  charcli,  called  St.  RIavtin's  of  the  Ash,  Is  a 
neat  small  brick  IjuiUling  with  stone  angles  and  finish- 
ings,  and  ntuatcd  between  the  west  end  of  Whitefnars 
and'cui)i)ing--strcct.  The  present  building  wr.c  erected 
in  1721  ;  of  which  the  following  inscription,  cut  on  a 
small  stone,  at  the  west  end,  is  a  memorial :— "  Tins 
church  being  ruinated,  was  new  erected  from  the  foun- 
dation, iti  the  year  I721.-Charles  Bingley,  Wilham 
Terry,  C.W."  Previous  to  which  the  church  was  ot  stdl 
smaller  dimensions,  and  of  a  diflerent  form  :  the  accom- 
panying wood  engraving  is  a  sketch  of  the  structure  as  it 
sto.ul  't.nvan'..  tl,r  cU^s.- of  the  seventeenth  cr.Uury;  the 
interior  1.-  wiUiOul.  chancel  ov  side  ak-!es. 

St.  Martin's  is  a  rectory  in  the  gift  of  the  bishop.    In 
1744,   it  was  augmented  by  lands  purchased  with  4U0.. 
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of  which  200/.  came  hy  Quceii  Anne's  bountv,  in  18W, 
tlie  yearly  value  of  the  living-,  arising  from  augmentation, 
tithes,  rent  charge,  and  su}-j)lice  fees,  was  returned  by  the 
bishop  to  the  governors  of  Queen  Anne's  bonnty,  as 
amounting- to  7t)/.  18s. 

The  foundation  of  the  cluirch,  says  Mr.  Ornierod, 
M'as  certainly  anterior  to  1250,  as  a|ipcars  by  a  deed 
among  the  evidences  of  the  earl  of  Shrewsbury,  whereby 
Bernard,  lord  of  Tranmnlle,  releases  to  Philip  the  clerk, 
son  of  Galfridus  Munitor,  12rf.  rent,  issuing  from  premises 
near  the  church  of  St.  Martin,  in  Chester,  Alan  leZoucIie 
being  then  justice  of  Chester.  William  Clarke  was  in- 
stituted to  this  rectory,  July  /,  163/,  on  the  presentation 
of  tlie  bishop  of  Chester.  This  is  the  first  institution 
extant  in  the  epifcopal  registers. 

"  In  1670,  it  Mas  ordered  by  the  dean  and  chapter, 
y'  a  presentation  to  this  parochial  church  be  granted  to 
Thomas  Clarke,  one  of  y"  petty  canons,  in  y=  preamble 
to  which  order  it  is  said,  that  he  had  officiated  there  for 
■  some  time  in  their  right  and  by  their  appointment  as  their 
curate,  as  Will.  Otty,  and  his  father  Tho.  Otty,  and  Mr. 
Swann,  had  done  before,  whlcli  List  had  institution  and 
induction  into  it." 

In  lG9t),  a  minister  was  elected  by  the  inhabitants. 
After  this  the  rector  of  St.  Bridget's  commonly  sup[)lied 
the  church,  preaching  there  once  a  month,  and  adminis- 
tering the  sacrament  once  a  quarter.  In  1752,  a  clerk 
was  regularly  collated  to  the  rectory  of  St.  Martin's,  and 
the  succession  has  been  as  follows  .- — 


]  Presented.        Hectors.  Prcsoitcd. 


Rectors. 


1720  Nailianiel  Lancaster.  1705  Tliomas  Annicstrail.  y    » 

1738  RicharJ  .Jackson,  A. B.  inciG  Jolin  A\'ill:.n.  f()'.u, 

1730  John  Baldwin,  A. iM.  lilSC  Willi,:m  (iwUvin.  A..'^!.  / /  f  ({   .- 
I7!>3  VV'ilSiam  Clarke,  A.iM. 

In  point  of  extent  and  population,  this  is  the  smallest 
parish  in  the  city  ;  the  amount  of  the  latter  in  1S21,  being 
only  50.).  The  registers,  consisting  of  six  voUuues,  iu 
very  iiidiircreiU  condition,    comiiifnci'  in    KJKO,    ;iiiil  ai ' 


f-   Jo   a-,.:.r^j     :,^    .,     ,,,'    ..   ,.. 


J 


VAROcHiAi.  nisToar.  ^^^ 


MONUMKNTAT.  MK:M0R1ALS. 


[  Of  -hce     the  uun,bcrs  .re   v,vy    few,   a,.J    of    slender    attracdon,.- 
,              „.1V   worthy  of  p;irtical:.r  nolieo  is  a  pyvanikbl  mural  monu- 

i  '''\  1:  ZZ2  X  ^^/couununion  uMe,  ornamented  with  the  ... 

•-  """''   "               f  n  ,1-  ev    in  a  lozcve,  a.ul  eomniemorating  Abigail,  rehet 

/  nf  Thomas  Jones,  ot  Hmrton,   i-mj-   ■■'■'"£. 

"  ,  f  nir  ■    Fl\7-beth  Triffortl,  late  of  this  parish,  who 

r  -v                               .c  Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Mr^..  Ll.z..oetli^'>-f"-     , 

|.  ^„d  Leah  ;  the  former  died  Dee.  1..,  IbOo,  a„ea  o-i , 

I  """" 0?;'St:f  toard  on   the  south  .all-"  Samuel  Henley    yho  .a, 

I  parish   aZf  this  pari.h  47  years  ;  also  parish  clerU  of  S.  Osvald  s  parish 

P  ■  ■                                               \      h--  vears  •  he  died  April  19th,  1783,  aged  ,3  years. 

I  ^'"tn  the     or'th  sUle  of  the  eommunion,  the  remains  of  Captain  Geor.c 

?  •                               •      MouISi    were  interred  l.UhI^v™iber,.a«d4;.i^^v^^^^ 

:  •             tpisriidr;!^;^^-^^^^^^^^ 

■  to  mark  their  place  of  sepulture. 


'y  M^-^/i^' 


!()•_> 


HisTuKY  or  i  iii-;sTi;u. 
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St.  Riai-y's  cliurch,  anciently  called  -.he  chiu-ch  of  Si. 
Mary  de  Casfro,  -vas  given  to  the  abbey  of  St.  WcvUu-i^h, 
by  Kandal  Gornons,  fourtli  Earl  of  Chester.     After  the 
f.is=olut,on,  the  rectory  was  granted  to  the  dean  and  chap- 
ter ot  Chester;  it  vras,  however,  with  the  other  chapter 
estates,    a?  previously  u,en(iunc<i,sot  possess-ion  of  by  Sir 
.io,x.rt  Cuiiuw   i;i  the  time  of  Dean  Clifte,  and  confirmed 
to  the  fee-fanners  generally,  bv  Pat.  22  E\\y.     Fvcvious 
to  this  iinal  set.lenuMU,  Richard  linrleston  had  obtained 
rom  George  Cotton,  esq.  his  interest   in  the  same  for 
iWL  an.    loEhz.  probably,  however,  onlv  as  a  trustee  of 
John  Brercton,  of  Wcttenhall ;  wlio  had  presented  to  this 
church  m   1554.     From  this  branch  of  the  Brereton  fa- 
mily, the  rectory  passed,  with  a  moietv  of  Wettenhall  and 
other  estates,  by  sale  to  the  Wilbrahams  of  Dorfold  •   and 
from  them  by  marriage   to  the  Hev.  Robert  Hill,  of  the 
Lough    m  right  of  his  wife,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  .Jolm 
Wilbraham;  from  whom  in  1S19,  it  passed  by  purchase 
to  the  Earl  Grosvenor,  who  is  the  present  patron. 

The  parish  extends  beyond  the  city  liberties  into  tiie 
county,  and  comprehends  the  townships  of  Upton,  Little 
Mollmgton,  Moston,  Marleston-cum-Lache,*  and  Glover- 
st^ne,  m  Broxton  hundred,  and  Handbridge  within  the  city 
ot  Llicster.     The   church  stands  high  on  a  rock,  near  the 

tim.  'J-1  ,"!,""'  '■'"''  """'"'''  "^  P'^P^'J'  '"  ""^  '°*"»hip  had  for  som. 

nmc  rsmcl  thepayn.cntof  the  church-rates  levied  by  St.  Mary's  parish 

rna.nta.nn,g  .  at  they  .ere  .Ukout  its  limits.    Theparfsh,  howeve'r,  r^l.^d 

P  CSS  „s  chanv,,  and  „  1.,.,,,  ii,i.,,i„„  ,,,„„.,  „„  „,^  ,,„,„,„,.  ^^.„,.  .,^,i. 

'       ,;"    ""'   "''J"'l"r^-   I'^'vingohlaiMcd  the  <,pii,ion  of  a  Ican.cd  civilian 

n  'VO"rah,e  to  their  views,  yielded  a  reluctant  compliance  to  the  den.and, 
«nd  on  betng  snmn.oned  before  the  cily  n>agistv»tcs,  in  Augast,  1«30,  gave 
up  the  ponit  by  payin-  the  rates.  b      ,      o",  b  ve 
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Dee  between  tlie  Bridge-gate  and  the  caslle,  iVom  wliicli 
it  is  separated  by  ii  dec])  fosse,  called  the  Castle-diicli. 
Like  our  other  churches  it  is  built  of  red-stone,  and  con- 
sists of  a  tower,*  containing  ^-ix  bells,  a  nave  and  chancel, 
with  side  aisles  and  subordinate  chancels  at  the  end  of 
these  aisles.  The  aisles  is  divided  from  the  sidejiislcs  by 
tliree  ))ointcd  arches  on  each  side,  and  by  another  pointed 
arch  from  the  chancel  :  and  each  subordinate  ciiancc!  is 
also  divided  from  its  aisle  by  a  pointed  arch,  and  by  an 
obtuse  one  from  tlie  principal  chancel.  Of  these  last,  the 
arch  on  the  norlh  side  ha^  been  modernized.  The  win- 
dows oil  this  side  are  more  obtnsely  pointed  than  the 
others,  and  contain  fragments  of  stained  glass  :  among 
others,  the  arms  of  Brcreton  and  Ipstoncs,  and  a  golden 
tun,  probably  intended  as  a  rebus. 

'I'he  south  aisle  was  anciently  called  Troiitheck  chapel, 
and  appropriated  to  the  i'amily  of  TroutbecU,  of  Dunham  ; 
it   Avas  originally    built  about  the  year  l-lSojt  by  William 

"  The  tower  is  onlj'  about  fifly  feet  high  ;  it  was  repaired  in  1715,  and  a 
further  increase  to  its  altituJe  wss  objected  to  by  the  governor  of  the  cattle, 
because  it  would  command  a  view  of  the  casile-jaru. — Piijott. 

'Y  AijrecmcHt  bclweeii  William  Troitlhek,  Esq.  and  Thomas  Ucics,  mason, 
For  buildimj  a  Chapel  at  Chester. 
Tliis  eiulenture,  made  by  twene  W'illiam  Troutebck,  Tsquitr,  on  tliat 
on  p'tie,  and  Thomas  Cctcs,  mason,  on  that  other  p'iie,  bavcs  witnesse,  thjt 
the  forsaid  Tluinias  l:;is  made  covenant  and  granted  to  the  said  William,  that 
liC  shall  make  a  chapcU  in  ihe  chirche  yordc  of  Seyr.te  .^larie  en  the  Hill,  on 
the  south  side  of  the  chaunccll  of  tlie  chirche  there  ;  that  is  to  wete,  the  est 
ende,  the  south  side,  and  the  west  ende,  contenynge  the  Icn^tbe  of  the  chaun- 
cell  tl'.ere,  and  sviii  fote  wide  v.'ith  inne  the  walk,  and  as  high  as  hit  nedea 
resonably  to  be  :  with  v  faire  and  clenely  wroght  wyndowes,  lull  of  light ; 
that  is  to  say,  on  gable  v/yndow  in  the  est  ende,  with  luj  lightes,  and  ijj 
wyndowes  on  the  south  side,  ichone  of  iij  lightes  ;  and  on  the  west  ende  in 
•-lie  best  wise  to  be  dcviset ;  and  II rj  botras  on  the  south  side,  with  a  grcte 
archc  in  the  Avest  tnde  ;  and  ihe  chapelle  to  be  battcUet  above  lilte  to  tlie 
liticll  closet  with  inne  the  castell  of  Chester,  with  a  corbyl  ta!)le  longyng 
thereto;  and  at  ayther  end  lu  honest  fynyals.  And  the  forsaid  Vi'illiaii) 
shall  pay  to  tlse  forsaid  Thomas  XXLI  like  as  the  worke  go^'s  forwardc  ;  and 
also  gi\c  liiui  agowne;  .ind  also  the  forsayd 'WiUiam  shall  fyiule  fre  s!one, 
lyme  sonde,  wat",  wyndelasse.  and  stuff  for  to  scaffold  witli,  and  such  niaiiete 
necessaries  as  the  forsaid  Thomas  ncdes  ;  and  all  manere  of  cariagcs  that 
longen  tiiereto  ;  and  the  forsaid  Thomas  shall,  by  ov'sight  of  Waostcr  .lolin 
Asser,  make  the  chapell,  and  all  thyng^  that  lon^tn  thereto  (nias.mcrafi) 
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Troutbeck,  and  Joan  his  wife,  and  here  many  of  tiiat 
family  u  ere  interred,  and  had  s^plendid  monuments  erected 
to  their  memory.  Of  these  monuments,  one  of  the 
Randal  Holmes  says,  "  they  were  thought  to  exceed  any 
thin;^  of  the  kind  in  England."*  The  former  notice  of  a 
chantry  in  this  church  (extracted  from  the  gciieral  Eccle- 
siastical Survey,  26  Heni-y  VIll.)  most  probably  relates  to 
the  Troutbeck  chapel  : — "  Cantaria  infra  eccl'iam  Bcate 
Marie  Ccstrie  Johannes  Button  capellanus  Valet  in  redd' 
provenien'  de  certis  terris  et  tcnementisin  civitateCestrie 
annuatim  per  cantaristani  ib'm  rccept'  ad  annuum  cvjs. 
viijrf.  xma.  inde  xs.  viu." 

After  this  chapel  had  stood  for  the  space  of  nearly 
230  years,  in  16G0  it  fell  down,  by  which  the  monuments 
already  spoken  of  wore  destroyed.     It  a])pears  to  have 

lionestly.  In  wytncsse  of  the  wIk'cH  tliyiigc  to  'Ju-so  p'sentcs  cnJciUurea, 
tlie  p'tius  forsiiitl,  aitliur  angniles  oilior,  haven  set  to  th.'ir  sealx — Gyven  at 
Chester  the  M.inoiuUiy  next  Icforc  the  feste  of  tlie  Xatyvyte  of  Seynt  .lohii 
the  Baptyst,  in  the  year  uf  Kyng  Henry  the  Sixt  after  the  conquest  xi. 

[The  seal  gone The  above  document  was  in  t!ie  possession  of  tlie  Earl 

of  Slirewsbury  in  ICO?.] 

•  The  following  is  a  description  of  the  tomb  of  the  founder.  Sir  \Vm. 
Troutbeck,  taken  a  short  time  before  its  destruction,  and  conmumicated  to 
Mr.  Orraerod,  by  W'm.  Hamper,  esq — "  It  was  a  fair  tomhc  of  one  of  the 
Troutbecks.  The  man  all  in  riche  armour,  with  a  riehe  border  of  pcarles 
and  stones,  about  his  head,  on  the  helmet.  On  the  front  of  the  helmet,  over 
his  forehead,  was  engraven  Jeshu  Nazcrcms  Rcj:.  All  the  plates  and  edges 
of  his  armour  curiously  wrought,  as  it  were  imbracery,  with  a  collar  of  SS. 
about  his  neck,  of  gold,  one  gauntlet  in  his  hand,  and  his  wile's  hand  in  the 
other.  Under  his  feet  a  lion  coucliant  ;  under  her  head,  a  helmet  mantled, 
having  on  it  a  wreath  of  trouts  and  a  moor's  head.  She  hath  her  Iitad  richly 
attired,  with  a  veil  over  her  lie.id,  with  a  blue  gown,  and  a  short  surcoat  of 
black.  At  her  I'ect  a  lamb,  and  two  angels  supporting  the  cu.-.hions  under 
her  head.'' 

Wr.  Ormcrod  is  decidedly  of  opinion,  th^(  this  description  refers  to  llie 
monument  of  the  founder  of  the  cljapel.  \ycl)b,  in  King's  Vale  lloyal, 
descril)es  anoihcr  splendid  memorial  standing  in  this  spot,  erected  to  .Sir  Adam 
Troutbeck,  the  gnmdson  of  the  above  Sir  'William  :  concerning  which  he 
says,  that  it  was  for  "Sir  Ad.mi  Troutbeck  and  his  lady,  wliich  shewcth 
l)ial  she  was  a  countess,  lier  staluc  lying  upon  his  right  hand,  and  licr  colkir 
of  SS.  Ilncly  adorning  her  bare  neck  ;  l\is  head  supported  like  the  otiiers,  and 
many  escutcheons  of  their  arms  were  fairly  engraven  about  botli  their  said 
tombs,  which  might  .shew  all  their  marriages  and  descents,  but  tliat  tlic  same 
by  length  of  time  arc  grown  »o  di  .i,  liiat  they  caimot  be  well  discerned." 
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reuniiiK'd  in  ;i  (lilai.idnlcd  state  until  the  year  1G90,  when 
the  chape!,  upon  the  Application  of  Sir  Joseph  Jekyll, 
chief  justice  of  Cliester,  to  the  Earl  of  Shrewsbury,  (the 
re[)reseiUativc  of  the  'J'routbeck  family)  was  formally 
given   tip   to  the  parisliioners.*     The  ])rcsciu  south  aisle 

Tlic  lolloping  IS  ;iii  autliL'uticateil  copy  of  the  ilocumcnt  by  which  this 
grant  was  ra.ide,  ami  wliich  has  never  been  publislicd  ;  the  original  is  care- 
fully preserved  in  an  iron  chest  in  tlie  cliurcli :_"  To  all  Xnian  People  to 
whome  these  presents  sliall  come,  the  Kight  Hoble.  Charles  Earle  of  Shrews, 
bury,  &c.  sendeth  Grceling—M'hercas  the  south  chancell  (comonly  called 
Troutbeck's  chappell)  parcell  of  the  parish  church  of  St.  JIaryes  upon  the 
Hill,  in  the  citty  of  Clicstcr  is,  and  for  divers  yearcs  last  past  hatli  byn 
decayed  and  out  of  rcpayre,  and  for  that  tlie  same  hath  bynn  reputed  to 
belong  unto  the  sayd  Earlc,  and  bis  ancestors,  the  inhabitants  of  the  sayd 
parish  have  neglected  to  repayrc  the  same.  Now  knowe  yee  that  the  sayd 
E:ii-le,  upon  the  earnest  suite  and  request  of  the  present  minister  and  church- 
wardens, and  the  parishioners  of  the  sayd  parish  of  St.  Mary  on  the  Hill,  in 
the  citty  of  Cliester,  and  for  divers  other  good  causes  and  considerations  bim 
the  sayd  Earle  thereunto  movcing,  and  especially  that  the  sayd  chancell  may 
be  forthwith  repayred,  and  for  ever  hereafter  kept  in  good  repayrc  by  the 
churchwardens  and  inhabitants  of  the  sayd  parish  of  St.  Maryes"  on  the  Hill 
and  their  successors,  and  the  sayd  Earle  and  his  heires  and  assignes  for  ever 
fully  and  clearcly  aciiuitted  and  discharged  of,  and  from  the  repayrc  thereof 
hath  given,  graunted,  released,  and  confirmed,  and  by  these  presents  dothe 
trcely  and  clearcly  give,  graunt,  release  and  confirm  unto  John  Wrench  and 
John  Cotgreave,  churchwardens  of  the  sayd  parish  and  parish  chureli,  the 
sayd  chappell,  or  parte  of  the  sayd  parish  church  (commonly  called  Trout- 
beck's  chappell),  and  every  parte  and  parcell  thereof,  with  th'appertenanccs 
and  all  the  riglit,  title,  interest,  clayme,  and  demaund  whatsoever  of  him  the 
sayd  liarle,  of  in  and  to  the  same  and  every  parte  thereof,  to  have  and  to  hould 
the  sayd  chappell  or  parte  of  the  sayd  parish  church  and  every  parte  thereof, 
with  tlie  appurtenances  unto  the  sayd  John  M'rcnch  and  John  Cotgreave  and 
their  successors  (churchwardens  of  the  sayd  parish  and  parish  church  for  tlie 
lyme  being)  tor  ever,  to  the  use,  bencfltt,  and  bchoofe  of  the  inhabitants  and 
parishioners  of  the  sayd  parish  of  St.  Maryes  upon  the  Hill  for  ever,  as  a  free 
gut  of  him  the  sayd  Earle,  and  that  freely,  clearly,  and  absolutely,  without  any 
manner  of  left,  suite,  trouble,  disturbance,  or  molestation  of  him  the  sayd  Earle, 
or  of  his  heires  or  assignes,  or  any  of  them,  or  of  any  other  p'son  or  p'sons  wliat. 
soever  clayniing  or  to  clayme  by  from  or  under  him  them  or  any  of  them  „ 
any  wise,  att^aiui  under  the  yearly  rent  of  one  pcppercorne  to  be  payd  yearly 
to  the  sayd  Earle,  his  heires  and  assignes  on  the  feast  day  of  St.  I\lichaell 
ih  areh-Angell  (if  lawfully  ilemanded),  in  token  only  as  an  acknowledgment 
lor  the  above-innuioned  guifte  and  gvauiit.  In  witness  whereof  he  the  s.iyd 
•••"■h'  h;illi  heivuum  sen  his  hand  and  scalle,  the  lowcrleciuh  day  of  W.irc'h. 
m  the  thud  year.'  of  the  raigne  of  o'r  Sovereign  Lord  and  l,ady  William  and 
fliaiy,  by  the  (Jra.e  ol  (!od  over  England,  &c.  King  and  Quecne,  defend,.:, 
ot  thefiaylli,  ,Vc.  Anno  Hni.  l(i;)0.yi  :_ 
VOL,  11,       o 
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wiis  crtctud  on  its  site  ;sc  the  cxpencc  of  Uio  \ii\rbh.,  wiiicii 
Jk'is  c\  I'l-  -.iiiue  i-etaiiK'(l  uiulistiubed  possession  of  it.  O.i 
one  part  of  tlie  site  of  thi*  cliapcl  is  :i  soia'.l  neat  vestry  ; 
;iik1  on  another,  un  ineloscd  angle,  i.i  v/iiic!i  is  a  iaoderr 
font,  wliieh  latterly  replaced  an  aticicni;  ocUigoual  cue, 
formerly  ornaiuented  with  gildijig  and  painliiig,  bat  now 
thrown  aside  as  useless  ;  here  also  is  an  excellent  p;'.'.i- 
nelled  scat  for  the  convenience  of  \'i'Oi!ien  wlio  coiiic  to 
be  churched. 

'Mie  north  aisle  was  anciently  eude;l  the  e:iai;el  of  St. 
Cathcfinc,  and  contain-;  several  curious  nicuLinienis  wu,- 
thy  of  attention.-— In  August,  l"i}3,  a  aout  organ  wa.- 
put  up  in  the  west  gaiiery,  by  Mr.  Ciiaiiinor,,  :*)  an  exj-ence 
of  1/5/. 

\i<",\us  or  s'i'.  y.  \v.\  •■-. 


i',-,sn,lcd.          Vkars. 

I'lCioUici.          rucrs. 

LuU  Hac!ulolm5(l.jClyii»-.0P.     ■ 

I,jij  Thoiv.;js  Taylor. 

i.'}i!-l   Hic;:nlus  ile  S'c'o  EJtmmiio. 

iiiji  Cli.'^rlcs  Duck.won'r!. 

l;(i7  AIa:u,S(!f  Kctlbnl. 

1500  itobcri  Coilior. 

''Sir>  Tlioiii.1%  Oc-  CapcnliiUbt. 

Ityy.i  franc; J  KihvnrJs. 

liCa  C.uido  di;  NiJWtPii. 

>;iciioI.-.s  L-tcp!u-ii:-  ..■. 

i;il-'  Tlioiii.-i!!  do  Beryiito:i. 

1073  Tiionns  Kiikc^. 

l;;61   Johannes  Squire. 

!IJ73  Kichaid  Wrigiis 

\'Mii  Johannes  de  Shavii.ior;. 

\710  Ralph  JIarkluii!!. 

1 101  Joha;ines  M'U'astoy.. 

!71&  Iii;;.li  WUbrahraii. 

RicurJus  I'enscl!. 

T/'JI  Johri  C ar;  .vriglii. 

1458  Jacobus  Stanley. 

17;5l  Arilmr  WiUiair.;. 

\lO-l  Jlogeviis  Assev. 

l'!ion;;\£  Broc'.; ',  -'.  T 

!. 

1171   ilcnricas  Smith. 

17-1 1  JulmM'illiraliam. 

llU.'i  JohKi!nes  Vcysey. 

17G5  Kid;,--\  H:  ^i':.!!,  A 

.'/ 

'■''Oi!  .'iji:K'5  Siraythwel!. 

I7CS  :,iiddic-;  .n  .(■.■.us  :, 

,,i;. 

•luhn  Hrcrclon. 

177£  K"V;fi  i!i;i. 

li-ii  r.icliard  Vriiitcliead. 

I!i(l3  Rovvi.v.id  Hill. 

larj  Keiiry  iUy. 

lai!)  Th^mn    :\fr.iuv:^y. 

A..-\ 

loi'A  Ji'.nii:-,  Cu'.irihni>i>c, 

(^iv>ntd)   Shrcwbhury— [ililove    vAikh   siirnntyic   ihe  ArniLi   ■f  lb:  !k:h1  E:Mi 
appendant  tlicieiintol_(  I;,doriCiii':ntl_8cWd  and  dLlivtrtu  in  the  pic- 

r,>i;a-  of  .to :  ilimeii.  Inill',  I'l.ill^ps The  foiv;:'"",;  i^  a  WM  copy  ofO'c 

o.J.,'ina)  (iraia  or<  IkmI..,  I'.ul  of  biuew^buvy  jno'.v  il-.c  p7..]ii.riy  ci'llK 
Parishioucrs  of  Sainl  ^^,r.■y■^  eliiiixh  in  (:iiesicr,  usually  kept  in  i!)e 
patie.i  cliestj  taken  on  iLe  (iuh  d.iy  i.f  Apii!,  in 'he  vcar  n::o  i'n'.>.isa,-,d 
veven  \):\  U'.d  ci;,'hly  tv.d;  i.y  T,  i■ra;■.•^ 
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ill  iSi^i;  I'.ie  poj.nk'.tioa  ui'  il.is  }Kui.-!!  was  33/0. 
i'iic  r;'q;istcr-,  boup.d  lip  in  '-igiit  voluip.c?,  cDnjiacncc  iu 
io'23,  iiiiii  liicy  arc  contiiUi'Ti  io  tiie  jircsciit  tiirie  almoiit 
••.'i'tl.'tji.it  niiv  iiitcnnission.  la  llio  I'cg'iiM'y  is  llic  foliovv- 
>i\'i^  c;;"i():!s  enti'v,  of  iiic  titito  cf  I63G  : — "TJirce  (vitc'ii- 
•i;i!:w;i  ^i'.  '"ij  i'-'uK-hiiiiT  ;i5Si7es  Ijuriccl  ii!  'he  ca." 


xi.ii-r;>;'is. 


).\  M.Airrs  (.jirKf.iJ. 


Tlii.,  cliai-cii  aliourids  vitli  nijiiinrinl.?  lo  ilic  dcrnl ;  ti.O'.ijjh  many  of  the 
-■  '■.;  uiu'.-.ts  iiolio.-J  by  Webb,  iii  the  Valo  Roy:il,  no  loiiya-  c:;ist. 

A\  ilie  cml  ol'tlic  nori'i  aisle  are  the  anus  and  cvcst  of  Edmund  Oauuil, 

•..  i;!i  tiiis  inscripUon  : "  Tl<2  l-olics  of  the  just  are  buried  in  peace,  but  tlicir 

names  live  for  ever Eccliis.  il Hevc  litii:  iho  body  ofLcUnund  Gamul, 

soinotime  niaior  of  this  citie,  v/y.o  hrul  nvo  wr/cS;  Ehi.abeth,  the  u.iuglittv 
<.f  ThoViiGS  Case,  by  whom  iie  )iad  issue  ihree  f0!;s  and  tiirce  dauglittts. 
And  £!I;:abe'Ji,  the  widdow  cf '•.Villiara  Uoodi.ian,  sometime  maior  of  this 
ntw.   wl'.o  died    wiihoii!  isj'.u  ;  who  departed  tliis  life  in  the  ycarc  pl  liis  age 


Wrt.ie  to  ihis  i-^  a  cv.iiims  ior.i'-'  "f  Th-oma.,  Guiv.i  son  of  t'.icahnvu 
ndnmr.d  Oaiiui).  wlio  died  b'. fort  Iii:,  fi'.ihcr,  and  wn;,  recorder  of  t!ic  city  : 
this  lOiiib  is  Very  curii.i:sly  wrnv  j,h;  ir-  i-.lab:'.ster,  wiiii  liie  statues  of  him,  and 
iiis  lo-.ir.g  vife  iiiion  ]r.i  right  li.ind,  Jiiii  ivifant  son  (atievwai'ds  Sir  Francis 
(■'aniul)  i<ncelin;;  villi  one  Itnte  at  his  mother's  feet,  his  prnycr-booU  lying 
(.pen  iip'i.^.  I'is  Ciller  knee  ;  on  the  arclicd  side  of  the  tomb  are  cut  the  figures 
of  iiis  tlirce  dauyhters,  tvlio  died  in  their  infa;,cy,  alio  in  s  tnceling  position, 
ar.d  each  lioldiiig  in  lier  hand  the  representation  of  a  sku;!.  The  tomb  is 
(■ncloscd  with  a  strong  piked  iron  railing,  and  at  its  lov.e;-  end  is  the  following 
inscription: — " Ossibus  ct  aicmoria'  Thonja  Ganmelis,  ornitissimi  ar.vii- 
.■;i.ri,  et  juris  consulii  clarissimi,  in  quo  exunia  (ju?-:dam  ingcnii  sin. vitas  cum 
si'mma  moruni  gravitate  ancipiti  palma  conteridcba; :  quiq  ;  (proh  dolor!) 
in  ipso  a-tatis  dignitatis^ ;  sure  (lore,  ardentissima  lebrc  correptus,  et  prr>- 
ripUis;  immatnro  funcrc  tristissimum  toti  Ocslriffi  (cui  per  alitiuol  ann«i 
iirrcfueral)  a  memoriu  muliiiilieis  s u;u  scicnlia',  admirabilis,  prudentia-,  :.:n- 
•.;nlari;i  lidei,  f,pectatissiin;o  probitaiis,  ct  pictatis  minima  vulgari?,  i.-.tie.. 
reliquil :  Alicia,  uxor  (juondam  bcr.tisshiirc,  nunc  niocstissima  vidi..-.,  par 
vu'Vi  hoc  r.on-pa'-vi  onioris  monumentum,  multis  turn  latriinis  prccibusCi ; 
profusis,   ponli  Kimnl   cnnsccvatrp     In    cpio    ipsa  nosthac   sua   rpicij  :  os 


uli 


\" 


ciHcribus  tani   chnri  ciipitii 
y,M>:   ■-ejiinj.'a'ur    <iui;iuii    v 


o  cupil:  lit  ah 
c.ir.jiiiiclis-ime  et 
ii'.cundisMi'.i,"  vixvr.t  :  \'ixit  auleni  Uie  aniuis  xi.ii.  obiit  docimo  die 
•\u^;usti,  a;r..(.  a  paitu  Virginis  .Mr,c\ni.  Vh\  nunc  quatiior  libcrorun- 
■.hUis  parens  ijc:C.s  l\';;r.-.;  :  qcoruni   '.niiu  ii  l.iidie  umi-;  tanlom  siiprcxlcs  .i-^' : 
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iaij ;  minimus  iialii  nomine  Francistiis,  piioniUis  o])lini;e  sjici  ;  oiii  I'^u 
(luiiloiii  omnia  liona  in  lioc  uno  vote  cxopto  :     Sit  Patvi  sinnilliniiis. 

Ilunc  tumulura  tibi  composui,  cliiU-issiniL'  foiijiix  : 
Quo  mea  mista  tuis  niolliter  ossa  ciibcnt. 

Dilcxi  vivum,  volo  dcfunctum  comicii  : 
Nam  quos  jiinxit  aniov,  dissociave  ncl'as. 
Aljout  the  middle  of  Uic  north  aisle  is  a  fair  plate,  with  tlic  following 

inscription  : "  Hie   subtiis  humatur  corpus  Radulphi  Worsley,  armij;.  qui 

fuit  filius  tertins  GuHclmi  Worsley,  dc  ^Vorsley  Mcync,  in  comiiatu  Lancas- 
triffi,  iirm.  ac  quondam  serviens,  scilicet,  pagettus  garderob.ns  vobarum,ac 
unos  dapiferorum  camera;  iiivictiss.  principis  Hcnrici  octavi,  Dei  gratia! 
AnglitE,  Franc,  et  Hiber.  nupcr  regis.  Cui  idem  rex  ob  bonum  et  fidele  scr- 
vitium  circum  regiam  suam  personam  impensum,  ex  rcgia  sua  magnilicentia. 
ad  terminum  vitie  donaverat  ofiicia  satillitis  corona',  custodian)  Iconum,  leo- 
narum,  et  leopardorum  intra  Turrim  Londinensem ;  portatoris  magna; 
garderoba;,  contra  rotulator.  in  com.  Cestr  et.  Flint,  clcrici  coronte  Lane,  ct 
esccator.  com.  palat.  Lancast.  aliasq ;  remunerationcs.  lUis  accesserunt 
praistantes  animi  dotes  coelitus  ei  tnhut.r,  quibus  insigniter  crat  imbutus, 
ncmpe  singularis  in  Deum  pictas,  multifaria  in  paupcres  benelicentia,  ct 
mira  in  cunctos  charitas.  Annos  KO  nalus  ct  ultra,  27  die  Decern,  anno 
Dom.  liy'o,  exjiiravil,  relicta  sobole  Alicia  cenjuge  Tlio.  Powcl,  arm.  qui 
hos  sumptos  fecit ;  KatherinCi  nupta  Thoniic  Tutclict,  arm.  ct  Avisia  Tlioma; 
Vawtlruy,  gen.  de  Joanna  lilia  Joliannis  I'ike,  araiig.  uxore  sua  progenitis. — 
Nulla  coelum  rcparabile  Oaza." 

Near  to  this,  and  close  to  the  same  wall,  is  a  very  fine  tomb  of  alabaster, 
curiously  .adorned,  a  well-formed  statue  of  Philip  Oldfield,  dressed  in  the 
costume  of  the  age,  with  a  ruff  round  the  neck,  leaning  on  the  riglit  side,  with 
a  roll  in  his  hand.  Below,  on  the  side,  is  a  painted  skeleton,  and  the  slab  is 
aipporlcd  by  kneeling  figures  of  his  four  sons,  with  their  right  hands  applied 
to  the  hilts  of  their  swords  ;  on  the  left  hands  are  sliields,  with  the  arms  of 
Oldfield,  Wettenliall,  Somerford,  Mainwaring  of  Croxton  .and  Ijeftwich. 
Figures  of  two  daugluers  are  placed  at  tlie  he.ad,  supporting  shields,  with  tlie 
arms  of  Shackerley,  Wettcnhall,  and  Oldfield.  Above  is  the  following  in. 
ecription; — "Philinpo  Oldfeld,  ar.  ob  navata'  in  construcndis  viis  ponti- 
busquc  operam,  in  erucndis  antiquissimis  familia*  stcm'atibus,  bene  de  com. 
hoc  merito  :  qui  in  pri'um  matrimonium  HeleniE  GulieP  Berington  de  Brad  : 
hered.  copulavit  ex  qa  Tho.  et  Eliz.  Job'  Wettcnhalle  ruptani,  genuit :  ad 
secunda  vota  convolans,  Helen  Oriflith,  vid'.  fil.  Guild.  Hanmer,  ar.  duxit; 
p.  qua'  trcs  filios,  una'  filia'  p'crcavit.  Qttoru'  po'ger.it.  I'hi.  Mariie  unic;e 
filias  ct  hered.  Joh'n.  Somerford  de  Som',  ar.'  Mich'  Elianor.-e  hered. 
Jacob!  Blaiuwaringc  de  Croxto',  ar.  GulieP  Eliz.'  hered.  Rob'i  Ecftwich  de 
de  Lefth,  ar'.  Marga' filia' Pctro  Shakerlcy  po'genito  nepoti  ex  hered.  Gal- 
ftid'  Shakerley  dc  Hulme,  ar'.  in  matrim'  fuelicissime  elocavit,  jure  consulto 
rnunicipalii  clarissimo  marito  suo  chariss.  Helena  uxor  rclicta  sepulchr.  hoc 
monumentura  consecravit.     Obiit  15  Dec.  IIJIC,  tet.at  sua'  7'"'." 

iK'iU'.ilh  tliis  elegant  monument  is  a  tablet,  on  which  is  inscribed  :— •■  In 
.Ume,  17ill!,  this  louibe  and  nunuuucnt  was  rep;iired  ami  cleaned  liy  order  ol' 
tlie  rev.  Doctor  Kichard  Jackson,  prebendary  of  Chester,  whose  niotlier  wa.s 
wife  of  Ricliard  Jackson,  esq.  of  Betchton-housc,  near  Sandbacli,  in  this 
county,    and  who    was    the   only    daughter  of  WiUiant   OJdlicld,   esq.  and 
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L.-ctitia   liis    wife,   and    -vmt  gran.l.son  of  Pliilip  OUlficl.l,  esq   and  ElUn  hi-, 
,vife,  of  Urailwall,  in  this  county." 

To  tlic  same  pillar  is  attaclicd  a  hoard,  on  which  arc  painted  the  annb 
of  Holme  quartering  TranmoU  and  Lyninie,  and  impalins  Alcock.  Inscrip- 
lion-— "Here  beneath  lycth  the  btidyes  of  Handle  Holme,  of  ye  cit.e  of 
Chester  'Vld'  and  Justice  of  Peace,  and  was  Maior  thereof  U;:f3,  died  y  IC 
of  lany  1(105  a-t.ai;  also  of  Elizabeth  his  wife,  <iiMglUcr  of  Tlio.  Aleoek. 
and  "widow  to'  Tho.  Chaloner,  e;ent.  She  dyed  the  24  of  May,  Uuif,,  and 
yssue  two  soncs,  AVilUam  Holme  yt  died  in-ili,  without  yssue  livinge,  and 
Randle  Holme,  now  livins,  who  was  also  maior  of  this  citty  1(J.13." 

On  the  same  pillar  is  a  stone  monument,  at  the  top  of  whieh  are  also  the 
family  arms.  Inscription  :-"  Here  lies  the  body  of  Randle  Holme,  gent, 
sewer  cxtr.aordinary  to  King  Ch.arles  y«  id,  and  deputy  to  y  kings  at  arms, 
wlio  died  12th  Jlarch,  Um  ;  and  Randle  Holme  his  son,  deputy  to  Novn.y 
king  att  arms,  who  died  liOth  day  of  August,  I/O;.  He  married"  IMargarer. 
daughter  of  Griffith  Lloyd,  of  Idanarmon,  in  the  county  of  I)enh;-li,  gent, 
by  w"'  h.e  had  issue  Sara,  Eliz.  Kat.  Randle,  and  Kat.  who  died  before  their 
father,  and  lye  here  interred." 

Near  tb.e  above,  a  large  wooden  monument,  decorated  with  the  arms  and 
quarteiings  of  Holme,  the  crests  of  Holme  and  Tranmoll,  and  smaller  coats  of 
Holme  in°paled  with  those  of  his  two  wives.  On  this  board  are  also  inscrip. 
tions  to  the  memory  of  several  branches  of  this  family,  whieli,  however,  it  is 
unnecessary  to  insert. 

On  a  brass  plate  in  the  saine  aisle  :  ■' Here  lyetU  the  body  of  William 
Crock,  of  Upton,  in  the  county  of  Chester,  esquire,  who  by  Anne  liis  wife, 
daughter  and  co-heir  to  Robert  Wohune,  of  Caynton,  in  the  county  of  Dorcet, 
csq.°  liad  yssue  4  sones  and  7  daughters.  He  died  on  the  4th  day  of  April, 
1(;40 ;  and  here  also  liethc  the  body  cf  Kdward  Brock,  Iiis  unkell,  who  died 
on  the  Sd  day  of  October,  IKJn — Susanna,  daughter  to  Joseph  Hockenlmll, 
of  Shotwick,   esq.   wife  of  Vv-iUi.am   Brock.—Wimam  Brock,  esq.  died  10 

J,in.   1710,  aged  7.'! William  Brock,  of  Upton,   esq.  his  eldest  son,  died 

Aug.  10,  17^4,  aged  oii  years. 

Adjoining  is  a  neat  marble  monument,  inscribed—"  To  the  inemory  of 
Mrs.  Susanna"  Brock,  who  died  Jlarch  '20th,  l/GO.  She  was  daughter  to 
William  Brock,  estp  of  Upton,  in  this  cotmty,  and  the  last  of  that  ancient 
family.  This  monument  was  erected  by  her  nephew  and  nieces,  the  son 
and  daughters  of  John  Egerton,  esq.  of  Broxton,  in  this  county." 

In  the  south  aisle  arc  memorials  of_Tho.  Duke,  mayor  of  Chester  1740, 
died  27  Nov.  17G4,  aged  7G._l'hilippa,  wife  of  Thomas  Browne,  of  Nether- 
legh,  daughter  of  Tho.  Berrington,  of  Chester,  by  whom  he  had  10  sons  and 
5  daughters;  she  died,  aged  42,  3Iay  (!,  l«G4._The  same  Thomas,  who 
died  Wy.),  aged  42,  having  married  to  his  second  wife  Jane,  daughter  of 
Richard  Leyce°ter,  of  (ireat  Budwonh,  relict  of  Charles  Lcvesby,  of  Chester, 
■who  se.rvived  hhn  —Ales,  daughter  of  Jlatthew  Browne,  of  Nelherlegh,  and 
wife  of  Thomas  I'arnel,  of  Chester,  ohiit  v.  Sep.  IGSU.-Matthew  Browne, 
gent,  obiit  24  Nov.  Ili;i4. 

Uichard  liuiwne,  of  Upton,  eo.  Ce»l.  son  and  heir  of  Tliooias  Browne, 
by  I'di/abeth  his  wife,  daughter  to  Henry  Birkenhead,  esq.  cle.kto  the  green 
eioth  to  Queen  Elizabeth,  son  and  heir  of  Richard  Browtie,  son  and  heir  of 
Thomas  Browne,  of  Upton.     The  above  said  Richard  Browne  died  Jan  4, 
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1(;2-!,  li:iving  liail  two  wives  ;  first,  Finnces,  daiiglUer  of  i>ir  Oenr,^<.  Bevoky. 
of  liuntingloii,  knt.  who  died  s.  p. ;  anil  2JIy,  BJavy,  dauglitctof  pir  Tlionw- 
AslUon,  of  Aslitoii,  knt.  by  wl'.oiii  I'.i;  liad  Tliomas  Browiie.  of  Upton,  aii-.t 
V.itliard,  of  London.  Slie  afterwards  married  Jacques  Amodio,  gi'iit.  and 
died  17  l'"cl).  1GG3,  agid  ;!7. — Thomas  Brov/nc,  son  and  lieh',  died  ai  JIunsler,  i 

in   Ireland,  having  married  Ori^cl,  daughter  to  Dohh,  of  Ireland,  by  j 

whom  he  had  Tliomas,  Robert,  Francis,  Kichard,  Blary,  Juditli,  GriscI,  and  \ 

I'lorotiiy.     She  died  in  ciiihlbcd,  ly  June,  ]n4l Tl-amia-,  Brov.-ne,  son  and  i 

!iuir,  married  Cicely,  daughler  to  A^'illi.tm  (jlcgg,  of  Gayton,  e.-ip  wh.o  died  i 

ill  cliildbed  of  her  daughter  Cicely,  Jl.arcli  IG,  IGGl.  ! 

Thomas  Birkenhead,  gent,  and  Ales  his  wife;  he  died  12  Nov.  iC  1 1 ;  slif  i 

died  Jan.    I,    1G.')1 — V/illi.am  Holme,  eldest  son  of  Kaodlc  Holme,  died  iO  J 

July,  1G23. 

On  stones   in   the  same  aisle — Susanna,  daughter  of  G  corgo  and  Ar.nu  ; 

Prescot,  died  3  Feb.  1722 — Gregory,  son  of  the  same,  died  Oct.  -1,  1725 —  \ 

Anne,  wife  of  the  said  George,  died  22  Sept.  1740,  aged  5!)  years George  j 

I'rescpt,  mercliant,  died  Blarcli   10,   1747,  aged  (i? Thomas  Prescot,  of  5 

Eardshaw,  co.  Cest.  esq.  died  21)  Oct.  17CS,  aged  CS Jolin  Glegg,  of  Irbij  ', 

Hall,  esq.  died    C,   Feb.  1:10  !,  aged  72 — BcUy  Bashcvvyle  Gicgg,  hi.s  wiiv,  f 

died  y  July,  lliUr.  :>ged  77.  '  t 

I;i  the  Overlegli   pew  in    this  aisle  is  a  iabljt,  inscribed— ■•  Here  lie  in.  ■ 

tcrred  Maltliew   Kllis,  of  0\'evlegli,  in  the  county  of  the  city  of  Chester,  one  .  ] 

of  tlic  gcntlenicn  of  the   body  guard  to  king  Hemy  ii,  son  of  £llis  ap  Dio,  | 

ap   Gtifulh,    successor   to  Kenriek  .?ais,  a   British   nobleman,    and  lineally  j 

descended  from  Tudor   Trevor,    carl  of  Hereford.     He  died  20  April,  1574.  \ 

Alice,  Ids  wife,  died  1547.     His  ton  Matthew  Bills,  of  Overlegh,  gent,  died  j 

l.'i75,   w)>osc  wile,  Eliz.  daughter   of  Thomas  Browne,  of  Ne'.lierley,  gent.  ! 

died   lf'70,  having  issue  Julian,   who  was.  married  to  Thomas  Cowpor,  of  ' 

Chester,  esq.  Margery,   and   Matthew   Ellis,  of  Ovcrlegh,  gent,  he  died  yi  \ 

July,   1C13.     His  wife  Ahce,  d.-'.ughter  to  Richard  Birkeniiead,  of  Manlcy, 

esq.   died  0  July,    1C40,   having  issue  Katherine,  wife  to  Ptandle  Hyline,  of  ' 

Cliester,  gen't.  and  iSlatthew  F;ilis,  of  Overlegli,  gent,  wlio  died  3  Nov.  IGli^  ; 

his  tvifc  Elizabeth,  daughter   to  M'illiara  Hahon,  of  Eaddiley,  gent,  died  4  ? 

Nov.  1 G7I.     Their  son  Matthew  JCII!.;,  gent,  married  Anne,  d.iugl.ter  to  John 

Birkenhead,  of  Baekford,   esq.      He  died    17   Feb.   IGflfi;  sir.  died  !  Aug.  : 

Kl.'JO Beaii  sunt  niortui  c|ui  in  Domino  moriuntur." 

Under  tl\e  above  inscription,  is  the  follow Ii.g  :—'•  Wilhi-m  (,'ov/per.  of 
Overlegh,  in- respect  to  these,  his  ancestors  and  relitioos,  Ciiusid  I'lis  decayed 
memorial  to  be  res'.ored  Anno  J-)o.iiini  ]'i'.iU,  He  tiied  i2t'.i  'u  October, 
i7G7,  aged  GG." 

In   tlie  niiddb  aisle  are   memorials  of — AiL.m  r.i-.kene.i.  nr.d  Alice  iiis  ' 

v;ifc,  daughter  and  co-heiress  to  Jolin  Huxly,  died  I.'jIG Ale.v.  and  Edward 

Wynne,  sons  of  Edwrird  Wynne,  of  Brithic,  Flinlsliire,  by  Eliiabci.!;,  daugh. 
ter  of  Walter  Ilorton,  of   Cotlun,   esq.;   Edward  died  Sept.  27,  IGCl,  and 

AUx.iiahr,   Oct.  2,   foUowiiig Kalharhie,    youngest    d,a-.gli;.->   oi'.Matlhew 

i:ilis,  .if  i)virk:-.b,  geul.  u'ilV  of  Ur.ndle  Holme.  sl.vViif  of  Cheshire,  1G3:1. 
lied  i;.  M,..vh,  hi  HI.- Hugh  M'hieksn.ed,  coroner  of  ClicMure.  (died  KM;.'; 
aiMl  .\lier  his  wife  (ICoG)  and  Hugh  their  second  soo. 

in  ilie  cli.ini-rl,  on  stones  are  niemori.als  of  four  childKn  vt  J; !;;  a'.J 
J'li<  dieih    Hill,   vi.^ — Emma   .'ane   !bwb.ir:di.    3-d    daughter,   ;:ied   i\i,i',  ;: 
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],';ili  (!.'i  iMjiitlL-i);  Ki'.ini;!  .lane  Kavbi'.r.ih,  Nuv.  li,  iulO  (iliivc  iiioiulis) ; 
r;iiz:sbi;ili  Aniic,  im\  daugiitcr,  burn  Aug.  3,  lijUJ,  died  Jan.  27,  lUU  ; 
RoIk-vi  \V;iLrnhr.m  Hill,  fourth  son,  V.crn  April !),  Ifilj,  died  July  4,  l(il5. 

Also,  Cnpt.    Pcier  Wilbraham,   died  Feb.  i7,    lyljj,  aged  40. Mary  ! lis 

wife,  di.d  Jan.  10,  i/GG,  aged  37. 

At  tlie  north  side  of  t!ie  allnr  rails,  on  a  bras.s  plate,  is  a  memorial  of 
liliiabtlli,  daughter  of  Kicliaril  "VVriglit,  S.T.E.  reetor  of  St.  Mary's,  and 
lifar)-  iii:;  wife,  daughter  of  John  M'air.r.'riglit,  LL.U.  chancellor  of  Chester. 

Over  t.'.is  are  two  mural  marble  monumenis:  — "  Uiuleniealh  lie  the 
remains  of  the  Kcv.  Middleton  .foncs,  LI;.  11.  laie  of  Cribarth,  in  tlie  county 
of  Brecon,  formerly  rector  of  this  pari,-.h,  who  died  the  0th  of  November, 
■  7r"^i  aged  47 — The  other  is  to  the  memory  of  J'eter  Cotton,  of  tlic  family 
nf  the  CKitons,  of  Cotton,  who  died  Feb.  IG,  1715-0,  leaving  charitable 
lo^.^cics  to  the  amount  of  ,iT)flO  to  tlie  charities  .ind  poor  of  Chester,  North- 
ivicli,  ;ind  W'ittnn. 

li'Jlipositc  to  this  is   a  memorial   for  scvcrid  of  the  family  of  Eyton,  of 

I'tntre-madoc,  tind  .it.  the  side  of  it  the  following  : "  In  this  chancel  Ueth 

the  body  of  Koger  VHlbrahani,  late  of  Dorfold,  in  the  county  of  Chester, 
eso,.  v.ho  ilepafi^d  this  Hie  on  the  24tli  day  of  January,  17(j[>,  in  the  52nd 
year  of  liis  age. 

On  a  pillar  in  the  sontli  aisle — "  To  tlie  pious  memory  of  Mr.  Jolni 
biiuw,  tildeiiiian  (;f  Chester,  wliose  faith  and  piety  to  Cod,  candour  to  men, 
leiiipcr,;!iee,  p.-.iience,  ant!  honesty,  deserve  a  long  conniiemoration.  A 
gtne:uus  heaevolcnte  and  sv/cctness  of  temper,  ojipcared  in  all  Ills  actions, 

hat  chiefly  in,  his  tender  care  and  affection  for  his  orphan  sisters : Thcii, 

.Sarah,   Isiibell,  and  iili/'.abeih,  erected  this  monument,  the  smallest  tribute 

of  their  grief  and  gratitude.     He  died  Oct.  2,    1749,  aged  4.'? Near  to  this, 

a.  tablet  to  the  memory  of  Peter  Dewshury.,  ahlernian  ;  died  19th  February, 
S773." 

On   a  pillar   in    the  middle  aisle,  near  the  pulpit,  a  tablet "  S.icred  to 

{'lie  nieiuory  uf  JJdtvard  Nash,  second  son  of  the  late  llichard  N.ish,  Escp  of 
Wtdbecton,  £;iissex,  v.i'.o  (iiod  at  Chester  castle,  tlie  *JStli  of  November,  IfiOIJ, 
iigcd  CI  years,     ills  remains  are  deposited  in  the  middle  aisle  of  this  church." 

A  iii.ubh;  tablet,  villi  a  latin  inscripticni,  recoals  liie  demise  of  Johannes 

Cuigreave,    md  jiii/.abetli  his  wile;  the   forn.Ma' died Jfareh,  1721, 

.iged  i'M  jears  ;  the  iatler  27tli  Nov.  1735,  aged-)17 — In  the  middle  aisle,  is 
■  a  vault,  wherein  ti.j  hitetred  the  remains  of  the  late  Mr.  John  Dodd,  skinner, 
who  served  the  ofrice  of  shetift'of  the  city  in  ISlfi-l!),  and  died  in  the  month 
if  March,  ]li2".  There  is  no  niemerial  nor  iii>.tiiptioii  to  mark  the  place  of 
Ills  sepuUnrc. 


In  tlie  yc.ir  K'./K,  as  noticed  hy  Mr.  Ormerori,  from  the  Ihirl.  .AI.Sv>. 
:i;.|,  w.-iv  ih.'  iMl.v.i:,;;  .uiiis  .uul  iiifi-ripiiou:.,  cMsli'ig  in  the  \>iiid,'W,,  init 
v.iiirli  au-ninv  ,U-  luiyed  :_ 

111   trie  ciiaiuel  whidow  over  the  communion  table,  the  royal  arms,  with 

i!iu;.e  iif  iiugli    Ijupus,    Veiiabks,    Troulheck    Uedwood,    Davenport,    and 

't':c,  villi  the  inscriptions  loUowiiig  :  "  Oiv.ie  pro  anima  Johannis  Daven- 

P'jrt,  li>,:ju5  itci'ie  icciyrii,   cjui  Iitiiic  i'tiiec.iiiih!  fieii  itcit  1.331."— ■' Clrale 
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in-o  :i'i'a  Joh'is  Ai'iUnston,  quamdam  rectoris  hujus  cccrii;,  ct  pro  a'i'ahus 
parcinum  ejus 1400." 

Ill  St.  Catherine's  chapel  a  petition  to  pray  for  the  souls  of  K^ukIIc 
lliercton,  of  Chester,  and  his  wives  Cecilia  and  Jolianna,  15:23. 

In  the  window  next  to  St.  Catherine's  chapel,  two  i^neclini;  figures,  with 
the  arms  of  Eaton,  and  underncatli :  Orate  pro  bono  statu  Ricardi  Grosvcnor, 
SibiUa:  uxoris  ejus,  qui  hoc  opus  fecit  1024. 

In  another  nortli  window  a  figure  of  JMatthcw  Ellis,  in  a  surcoat,  and 
Iiclmet,  and  sons  after  him,  and  his  wife  in  a  veil,  and  daughters  after  Iter ; 
and  in  a  high  window  in  the  middle  aisle,  "  Of  your  charity  ptay  for  the 
soul  of  Matthew  Ellis,  and  Elizabeth  his  wife." 

It  does  not  appear  from  any  thing  I  have  been  able  to  collect,  when 
these  rcliques  of  antiquity  and  superstition  were  destroyed  ;  but  it  is  probable 
their  demolition  may  be  ascribed  to  puritanical  zeal,  wlicn  the  patliameiuary 
forces  had  possession  of  the  city  about  1047. 


»V-f-:-. 
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HI.  Briilqcf  s  Church. 


'I'JIE  ClIljRCJl  A.VD   i'AlMSIl  OF  bT.  BRIDCJET. 

The  churcli  belouyiiiij  to  this  parishj  till  ^v■itllin  tlio 
last  three  years,  stood  on  a  piece  of  ground,  on  the  south 
side  of  VViiitefriars,  where  the  division  is  formed  between 
Upper  and  Lower  Bridge-street.  Its  contiguity  to  St. 
Alichael's  churcli,  gave  to  this  jjart  of  the  city  the  po- 
j)ular  name  of  The  Tivo  CJiurches,  which  it  will  probably 
long  retain,  notwithstanding  the  removal  of  the  cau«c 
\vhich  gave  birth  to  it. 

The  origin  of  St.  Bridget's  church*  is  buiied  in 
obscurity,  but  it  may  probably  be  dated  from  the  reign  of 
King  Oila,  who  died  a.  d.  7i^/5  about  which  time  \ve  lead, 
'•'That  divcrs)  parish  churches  Mxre  erected  iif  Chester." 
At  an  caiiy  period  after  the  concjuest,  the  i)atroiuige  ot 
this   eluux-h   was   vested   in  the   lords   o^  Aldford,  one  of 


'  St.   liriilgct's  cluinli   talcCb  its 
!(/ic  Ciiinv  MSii. 
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^vhoii!   quitclaiineu  the  sa.ne,  with  the  advuwbou  ol'Siiud-- 
t)acli,  to  Kaiidal  Blundcvillu,  ear!  ol'  Clit\-t;  r,  shofUy  after 
tliu  Kuit  between  the  carl  aiui  Sir  Richard  de  t-^aodbach,  iu 
1224.     A  record  of  the  pleadings  in  this  cafe,  heard  in  '.he 
King's  bench,  brought  into  that  conrt  by  writ  of  certiorari, 
38   Henry  III.  still  exists  among  the  Harl.  MSS.     Tlitre 
subseqnently  appears  a  connection  between  tlils  church  and 
a  cliapel  belonging  in  the  thirteenth  century  to  the  family 
of  Arnewav  (one  of  whom  occurs  in  the  list  of  Chester 
mayors  1268  to  12/6),  who  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Werburgli 
were  great  benetactors.     In  the  chartukiry  of  St.  Wer- 
burgli it  is  recorded,  that  this  chapel,  with  the  messuages 
in  "  Bmggu-strcete,"    was  granted   l)y  Bertj'am,  son  oi 
William  Arnewav,  to  the  abbey  of  St.  Werburgh  ;  and  m 
consequence  of  further  donations,  Simon,  abbot  of  Chester 
(12G5-89)    bound  himself  to   maintain   two  chaplains  to 
celebrate  nui^s  for  the  soul  of  the  said  John  Arneway, 
one   before  the  altar  of  St.    Leonard,  in  the  conventual 
church,  and   the   other  before    the  altar  of  the  Virgin  in 
rlic  church  of  St.  Bridget. 

At  the  time  of  the  dissolution  it  is  i'ound,  in  the 
"wagis  of  P'stcs,'"  paid  by  this  abbey,  iin/.  allowed  to 
llichard  Lowther,  "  Prycste  att  the  cliurche  of  Saynte 
Bryggytts  ;"  and  in  the  pension  roll  of  1556,  "  Penc'  liio'i 
Lowther,  presbiter'  nnp'  cclebran'  in  eccriaS'c'eBrigctt. 
in  civit.  Cestr.  p.  ann.  iiu/."  The  church  is  now  deemed 
a  rectory;  is  in  the  gift  of  the  bi^liop,  and  clerks  have 
been  regularly  instituted  since  1GU3,  The  Rev.  Richard 
Massie  is  the  present  incumbent,  who  has  for  his  curate 
the  Rev.  Thomas  Bradford.  Tlie  Vuluc  of  augmentation, 
stipend,  and  surplice  fees  were  returned  by  tlie  bishop  ui 
in  1809,  as  amounting  to  (58/.  'is.  '2d. 

About  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth  century,  tlic 
church  M'as  t;ikcn  down,  previous  to  which,  its  apiiear- 
.liiec  is  reiiresenled  by  the  al'ove  wood  engraving,  cuiJ.ed 
iroui  a  rude  sketch  'taken  by  Randle  Holme.  <^>i:  U:^ 
removal  of  this  structure,  the  church  was  rebuilt,  \n  ncn 
a  wall  Wii.s  erected  round  it,  which  inclosed  several  Icet 
of  the  streets  on  the  east  and  n.irth  sides,  then  \ived  as  v. 


s  VAiiOCHl.VL    HISTOIIV.  r  i.j 

iKii'yin'2' g'.'otiii(l.     Ill  the  yo;'a' 17'1''>;  groiiiid  Nvab  purchased 

;  !>V  tlif  pariah,  bchuid  the  church,  into  which  the  iutcrrcd 

'  bodies  were  removed,  niul  all  the  groinul  on  the  nortli 

•'  aiid  cast  of  tlic  church,  tlirown  to  the  street,  much  to  thi 

public   convciucncc.     At   this    tiine,  also,    the    east   and 

;  '  iiorlli  walls  of  tiic  churc!)  ^verc  rc-casd.l  with  stone,  t'.ie 

■  •  fast  passage  to  the  vestry  closed,  and  an  additional  door 

made  eastward  of  the  old  one,  on  the  north  side ;  every 

oilier  part  of  the  church,  at  the  same  time,  was  thoiuughiy 

>  repaired,  at  a  very  great   cxpenco,   which   was  cliieily 

I  'defrayed   by  money  sunk  for  annuities,  after  the  rate  ot 

f'  u-ii  per  cent,  by  Ann  Robinson  and  Susannals  Joii.son, 

'  ■  Since  1,803,  tije  steeple  required  several  other  if^pai'.-.. 

The  ;'.cco!n[)auying  engraving  will   sbev.'  the   fovu    and 

appearance  of  (his  church  immediately  before  tlw  time  of 

its  entire  removal. 

I'liis  churcii   liad   four  Ijelis ;  there  is  a  tradition  in 
!,  the  'sariih   that  it  formerly  litid  five,   but  that  one  was 

I;-  seized  l)y  a  churcliwardeti  for  a  parish  debt,  and  carried 

I    ^  to  Wavcrtoii ;  this  apjjearstlie  more  probable,  from  there 

I  being  a  defect   in  the  pea!,  between  tlie  third  and  fourth 

.    ''         '  bells. 

When   tlie  erection  of  the   new  britlge  v/ai  iinally 
;  decided  upon,  St.    Bridget's    church   stood   upon   a   site 

■fe  M-hich   it  was  deemed  necessary  to  occupy,   in  order  to 

t:;  form  a  suitable  approach  to  the  bridge.     Before,  however. 

\         ■  .  the  cliurcli  could  be  removed,  it  became  requisite  that 

-  ground  for  a  new  structure  should  be 'provided ;  and  in 

this  emergeucy  the  county  magistrates,  who  Mcre  desi- 
rous of  removing  every  impediment  that  stood  in  the  way 
of  the  projected  improvement,  granted  a  suitable  plot  on 
the  north-west  side  of  the  castle,  which  was  aci-jrdingh 
inclosed  for  the  pin-pose.  The  ceremony  of  layiig  the 
first  stone  of  tlie  new  church  took  place  Oct.  12,  182/; 
:nul  wa.s  jierformed  by  the  Uigiit  ILcv.  C.  .).  rdonifielii, 
llicn  lord  bisliop  of  the  diocese  ;  it  was  erected  under  the 
provision  of  tlie  bridge  act,  by  the  commissioners  tor 
building  new  churches  ;  the  length  is  about  90  Icet,  and 
the   widtli   50,  and   tlie  church    is  calculaied  to  ccntan' 
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1U(I()  [lersoii.-.  T!ic  structure  \A-as  built  Ironi  a  ilL'siyii  by 
AV.  Colo,  jiin.  Esq.  wlio  succeeded  the  late  Mr.  llanisoii. 
as  county  architect;  and  executcil  in  a  superior  style  ol' 
elej,'ance,  by  Rlr.  John  Wrigiit,  of  this  city.  The  land 
occupied  bv  the  building  and  church-yard  coniiirizes  tv.o 
thousand  one  hundred  and  sixty-seven  square-yards.  It 
is  rather  a  remarkable  circumstance,  tliat  although  St. 
Bridget's  parish  is  wholly  within  tlic  city,  the  ground 
occujiied  by  the  cburcli  and  cemetery  is  neither  within 
the  parish  or  the  city,  but  altogether  within  the  county 
palatine;  but  by  a  clause  in  the  act  it  is  enacted,  that 
after  the  consecration,  it  shall  "  for  all  purposes,  and  to 
all  intents  v.hatsoever,  be  deemed  part  of,  and  situate 
within  the  said  parish  of  St.  Bridget,  and  within  the  said 
city  of  Chester."  The  subjoined  sketch  will  afford  a 
tolerably  correct  idea  of  the  external  form  ot  the  church  : 


,|'ra^i4 


i;i 


l:^i^^^£^^^^^^^ 


The  old  church  in  Bridge-street  was  taken  down 
ni  1S28,  to  make  room  for  tlie  street  leading  to  tlie  new 
iiridge,  as  it  slooil  exarlly  across  the  upcniiig  ;  and  sucn 
after  the  consecration  of  the  new  burial  ground,  tlic 
grave-stones,  and  as  far  as  practicable,  t.Jic  interred  l)odies 
were  carefully  removed  to  that  cemetery. 
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Pri'scutcd.         Hectors. 
Lawrence  W'ooJ. 
1710  John  Kirkcs,  A.B. 
1717  •Tames  Tliomjjson,  A.M. 
17^0  Tliomas  Parry,  A.i\f. 
17")<)  Eilwartl  ]\[ainwarinp,  A.il. 
17'J1  Thomas  M'ontlwriglit,  A.H. 
17«2  William  Xelson. 
1310  RichuriUJassic,  A. ill. 


The  iio]iul;ition  of  this  parish,  in  1821,  \vas  SO."). 
The  registers,  comprized  in  eiglit  volumes,  cnmmence 
in  1649. 


I'rcs 

III.-,;.         Hectors. 

lliiKi 

John  Wliito,  A.m. 

JIasoii. 

IGUK 

Thomas  Allen. 

KJII!) 

Kichanl  Jones. 

IfiUI 

John  Evans. 

ICU 

Kobert  Lloyd, 

IGIG  Francis  Pilkington. 

1(;:!1! 

William  CleaUson. 

Cln-islopher  Goodman 

I\IOi\raiENTS,  c^c 


In  St.   F.rid^jet's   church,  before  ils   removal  from   the  ancient  site  in 

Bridge-street,  the  monumental  inscriptions  were  few  and   unimportant The 

most  interesting  was  one  in  the  south  ch.ancel,  containing  on  a  large  tablet, 
the  following  inscription  : — "  Here  lycth  the  body  of  Stephen  Smith,  Esq. 
bis  Majesty's  customer  of  the  port  of  Chester,  controuler  of  the  port  of  Dublyii, 
and  cschcator  of  the  province  of  Munster,  in  the  kingdom  of  Ireland  (younger 
brother  of  Sir  Thomas  Smith  of  Chester  and  Hough,  who  was  mayor  of  the 
city  of  Chester,  1C22,  and  uncle  of  Sir  Thomas  Smitli,  bart.  alderman  of  the 
said  city,  and  Sir  Lawrence  Smith,  of  London,  knight)  ;  he  married  Uorolliy, 
daughter  to  Sir  Nicholas  Walgrave,  Esq.  and  sister  to  the  countess  of 
Portland,  by  whom  he  had  issue,  Thomas,  Robert,  and  Anne,  who  all  died 
before  him  without  issue;  he  departed  this  life  the  4th  of  September,  lf;Gj, 
aged  G9  years.  He  was  the  son  of  Lawrence  Smith,  Esq.  by  Anne  his  wife, 
daugliter  to  Sir  Handle  Blainwaring,  of  Peover,  in  the  co.  palatine  of  Chester, 
knight,  who  died  the  19th  of  January,  1C'20;  he  was  the  sonne  of  .Sir 
Thomas  Smith,  of  Chester  and  Hough,  knight  (by  Anne  his  v/ife,  daughter 
of  Sir  William  Brereton,  of  Brereton,  knight),  who  was  mayor  of  the  said 
city  anno  1590,  and  died  the  21st  of  December,  1G)4  ;  he  was  tlie  son  of 
Sir  I;awrence  Smith,  knight  (by  Anno  his  wife,  daughter  of  Sir  Thomas 
Koulshuvsl,  of  I'lvwc,  kniglu)  wlio  was  mayor  of  Chisli  v  tour  limes,  in  annis 
l.Vll,  ITiJII,  l.-.Gl,  and  I J71,  w.is  knighted  in  the  Scolli.-h  wars,  ir..l4,  •■mil 
died  :ird  of  Seiiliniber,  1J!12  ;  he  was  sone  of  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  of  Chester 
and  Uougli,  kniglit  (by  Catherine  his  wile,  daugli'.er  of  Sir  Andrew  Brereton, 
linight),  he  was  mayor  of  Clitster  several  times,  and  died  about  the  j'eur 
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SlVlimI  othui'  memovials  occuiiicd  tlie  cliurch,  but  wltc  of  liulu  iiiuicsl. 
Accnnling  to  Kaiulle  Holme,  in  1580,  tlie  church  toiuaincil  nioiiumcnis  to 
tlic  r.iiniH>.s  of  Simpson,  Clayton,  Goodman,  Vt'illiams,  lIuUoii,  I'roby. 
Suv;t^;c,  M^right,  and  Jones. 

Since  the  erection  of  the  new  church,  some  elcga'it  memorials  have  hcen 
placed  therein,  of  which  the  foUotving  is  a  list :  — 

(Jn  the  east  wall,  near  the  communion  table,  a  very  handsome  nun'jlc 
monument,  inscribed  : — Near  this  monument  lie  entombed  tlie  icmains  of 
liichard  Barker,  of  Llindir,  in  the  county  of  Denbigh,  Esq.  formerly  of  this 
pari.sh,  who  died  21  st  October,  ]:!1!!,  aged  T--"— Sculp.  Tijlnj,  Rrhlul 

On  the  other  side  of  the  altar,  a  beautifully  executed  marble  tablet  :  — 
"Sacred  to  the  memory  of  Thomas  Siraw,  of  tiiis  ci;y,  who  died  January 
20,  I7J59,  aged  uO  years. — Also,  Elizabetb,  wife  of  the  above  Thomas  Sh.r.v  ; 
died  August  1,  180(!,  aged  5!)  ye£»-s; — Also  Thomas,  son  of  ihe  above  Tim- 
mas  and   Elizabeth  Shaw,  died   Feb.  22,  1802,  aged  20  years And  John 

:\Iellor,   of  tliis  city,  died  Oct.  27,  U!21,  aged  52  years— And  uf  John,  son 

of  the  above,   John   WeUor,  died  2f;th  Februnvy  1,'!27 Also,  of  Thomas 

Shaw  i\Ie!!or,  son  of  the  lirst-namcd  John  Wellur ;  died  July  2G,  ll!2IJ,  aged 
:!-;," — SeiJ^j.  Mr.  Johi  Wriyht,  Chester. 

<  )n  l!ic  nnrih-west  angle,  a  plain  tablet,  inscribed  : — "  lCli/,iI]elh  Jordan, 

died   CKt.  2!i,    17i!2 J, ones  Jordan,    father  of  the  above,  died  Dec.  :51st, 

I0I7 Also,    Abigail  Jordan,   wife   of  the   above  Jomes  Jordan,  who  died 

April  19,  lo2!'.,  aged  7^  years." 

In  an  arclied  recess,  on  the  south  wall  of  the  baptistery,  is  a  splendid 
marble  niemori.d,  with  this  inscription  : — "  Near  this  place  lie  interred,  the 
reiTKiins  of  Francis  Edge  Barlter,  of  this  city,  Esq.  who  dep.uled  this  life 
Juno  lOtli,  1«27,  aged  -10."— Scujp.  liecvcs  {(  Son,  Bath. 

[On  the  north  wall  of  the  baptistery,  is  a  rt:"ess,  corresponding  witli 
that  which  occupies  Mr.  Barker's  monument,  at  present  unoccupied.  The 
author  understands  that  tliis  is  destined  to  be  the  receptacle  of  a  superb  me- 
morial to  Thomas  Harrison,  Es(i.  our  late  distinguislied  architect.  A  sketch 
of  this  monument  has  been  prepared  by  the  celeljrated  Chantry  ;  and  a  sub- 
scription has  already  been  set  on  foot  by  the  courjty  gentlemen,  to  defray  the 
exponce.  -Mr.  Harrison  lies  interred  in  a  vault  on  the  north  side  of  llie 
cimrcli.] 

On  the  soutli  wall  of  the  cliurch  is  a  beautiful  mar'nlc  monument,  wiiii 
this  inscription  : — "Jlary  Nelson,  died  January21,  17.'i:..  Htr  husband,the 
I'ev.  M'illiain  Nel>,on,  erected  lliis  monunient,  as  a  tribute  of  respect  to  her 
memory." — Upon  a  tablet  undei-neath  :_"  Tliis  taiilet  is  placed'  as  a  tribute 
of  respect  to  tlic  memory  of  the  Uev.  AV'illiam  Nelson,  late  rector  of  this 
parish,  who  died  21st  of  September,  1(110.  by  his  iiuidicw  and  niece.  Nelson 
and  Janr;  Baity." 

The  |.r.K-iiec  <n  imLrnieiii  wiiliin  the  walls  of  the  eiiurcK  is  iiitirdicud, 
.i;id  it    IS   cuTlainly  desirable  '.hal  a  like  prohibition   was  adopted  in  regard  ui 

all    our  sacred   edllicos New  vaults    in  the   church-yard   were  made  as  the 

receptacles  of  the  remain.;  of  the  dead  interred  H.-i(7nn  the  old  structure,  in 
which  all  not  of  a  very  rcn.ote  date  were  carefully  deposited. — Tliu  following 
are  among  the  number,  with  the  inscriptiims  annexed  :  — 
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,  0)1  the  west  siilc  of  Ike  clumli. 

M.i;'^;:\m  Mursdiii,  clicd  lllli  of  Auguu,  17^5 — Tlioni;i:-  f,Ial■^(U■ll, 
ilii'd  -SMh  J,-iiuuivy,  1800. 

Anne,    wife    of  William    Ddwaris,   iliuil  January  )ll,  i;io:j \Villiani 

Kchvanls    (iiklumian   of  Clicster)   iljccl  May  il!,  liil'J Uicluird,  son  of  lli. 

above,  died  Aii.j-ust  24,  1820,  aged  4G. 

Unaerneaili  lie  tlic  remains  of  Elizabctli,  wife  uf  Jolm  Williams  of  llli^ 
dty,  grocer,  died  2nd  February,  1813,  aged  7.". — Also,  Uie  above  Jolm 
AV'illiams,  wlio  died  20th  of  November,  1817,  "^cd  78  years. 

(Vault  of  Mr.  Jolin  Massey,  without  inscrijition.) 

Kobcvt  Pierce,  of  Whitcfriars,  wlio  died  July  2  !,  1815,  a;;cd  5.j. 

(Vault  of  Mr.  Tliomas  Parry,  solicitor.) 

Sacred  to  tlie  memory  of  Hugli  Hay  ward,  E^q.  of  tliis  city,  barrister  at 

law,   who   died  August   28,  1788,  aged  71  years Also,  in  the  same  grave, 

arc  deposited  tlie  remains  of  alderman  Hugh  Starliey,  who  died  i71'> — Also, 
H.  Uayward,  mother  of  the  said  Hugh  Hayward,  Esq.     She  died  17-10. 
On  tlie  iiorlh  side. 

Underneath  iietli  the  remains  of  I'riscilla  Lawrenson,  who  deiiattcd   this 

life  Tilarch  20,  1 784,  aged  82 Also,  Lawrence  Lawrcnson,  son  of  the  above. 

Ok  the  east  side. 

licorgc  L.  Hastings,  died  10th  August,  179o,  aged  20  months Ciro- 

linc  Ij.  Hastings,  died  22nd  February,  1797!  aged  nine  months. 

William  Thomas,  died  2nd  December,  1815,  aged  15  montlis. —Also, 
William  Thomas,  died  8th  December,  1815,  aged  four  months. 

A  vault  belonging  to  Sir.  Edward  Titlcy,  in  which  are  deposited  the 
remains  of  I\)r.  Owen  Titley,  surgeon,  his  brother. 

(Vault  containing  the  remains  of  T.  Harrison,  Esq.  architect.) 

(Vault  belonghig  to  the  family  of  the  late  Mr.  Jolm  iMcUor,  wlio.sc  rae- 
niofials  in  the  church  have  been  already  noticed.)  "'■ 

(Vault  of  the  Itev.  K.  Blassic,  rector  of  the  paiiih,  in  which  arc  deposited 
I  wo  of  his  children.) 

(\'aull  belonging  lo  I'll.  Humbcrslon,  Esq.) 


W.i 
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,S'/.  jMirhdcl's  Church 


ST.  MICHAEL'S  CIIURCn  AXi)  PAlilSH. 

The  cliurcli  of  St.  Michael's  stands  on  the  cast  side 
of  Bridge-street,  and  tlic  nortli  of  Pepper-?trcet.  It  is  u 
perpetual  curacy,  augmented  by  Queen  Anne's  bounty, 
and  in  the  gift  of  the  bishop.  There  is  no  historical  data 
extant,  by  which  to  ascertain  the  period  of  its  foundation  ; 
but,  as  there  is  mention  made  by  Bradshaw  (•..  2.  c.  20) 
of  the  existence  of  the  ?«w;«iV«'_y  of  St.  Michael  early  in 
the  12th  century,  it  is  probable  that  the  cincrch  of  that 
name  was  then  in  being.  It  is  recorded  by  this  writer, 
"tliat  (lie  niDnastery  of  St.  Miehiu'l  was  burnt  by  the 
great  lire  which  haiipened  on  Midlent  Suiiday,  in  1118, 
at  eight  of  the  cloclv  (all  being  in  church)  and  consumed 
the  greatest  part  of  ttie  city."  This  nionaslery  was  con- 
firmed to  Noriou  abbev  bv  King  Henry  If  I.     In  relation 
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io  this  niynastery,  1  fiiul  the  following  note  in  the  Crane 
MSS.  "  It  is  conjectured  to  be  situated  in  Bridge-street, 
in  Rock's  entry  or  court;  where,  Dr.  Williamson  says, 
before  it  was  converted  into  dwelling-houses,  one  might 
have  beheld  iliir  church-lihe  windows,  and  other  demon- 
strations of  its  being  part  of  a  religious  hou-;e.  i\lr.  Stone, 
siideed,  says,  upon  a  view,  I  found  no  such  ^vindows  or 
tokens  in  1727-  But  what  Dr.  WiUianison  remarks  may 
-be  true,  notwithstanding;  for  such  windows  and  tokens 
might  have  appeared  previous  to  the  year  17-7,  before 
dwelling-houses  were  built  in  Rock's-coiut," 

The  chaticel  of  St.  Michaels  church  was  built  in 
1494,  and  enlarged  in  KyS ;  the  body  of  the  church  was 
new  roofed  in  IGll.  ,  The  annexed  wood  cut  is  a  fac- 
simile of  a  drawing  of  this  church  by  one  of  the  Holmes, 
about  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century.  In  1710,  the 
present  steeple  was  built,  but  like  most  of  our  other 
churches,  from  the  jierishable  nature  of  tiie  stone,  its  ex- 
terior is  so  ragged  and  weather-beaten,  as.  to  give  the 
apijcarance  of  exlrenie  antiquity;*  the  steeple  is  23  yards 
high,  and  cost  o&M. ;  it  contains  six  musical  bells,  cast 
by  Rudhall  of  Gloucester,  in  \7-0;  tlie  -Aeight  of  iheni 
30|  cwt.  at  an  cx[)cncc  of  217^- 

The  church  has  an  embattled  to'.ver,  "which  is  buili: 
over  the  east  row  of  Bridge-street.  The  interior  of  tlu 
building  consists  of  a  nave,  chancel,  and  north  aisle  di- 
vided from  the  body  of  the  church  by  three  pointed  archci 
resting  on  octagonal  columns  with  quatrefoils  on  th  > 
capiials.  The  nave  has  a  timber  roof  nearly  flat;  that  o 
the  chancel  formerly  rested  upon  brack'cts  which  lu 

*  This  circumsUncc  fcems  to  havu  caught  the  attention  of  Di^anSv/ni, 
as  rclalfJ,  if  I  mista'te  not,  by  Siience.  When  this  wit  was  once  on  his  w  ly 
from  Ijonilon  to  Dublin,  lie  slojipcil  for  some  time  at  tlic  Yatlit  inn,  ni 
^\'alirgale-stroet ;  anil  being  alone,  sent  an  invitation  to  several  clergyn  i 
in  the  cilj'  to  iliiio  antl  spcnit  tlio  evening  Willi  him.  Not  one  of  them,  how. 
ever,  made  liis  ainK-i'.ranee  ;  tipon  whieh  the  IV\ui  venleil  his  >iilecn  in  th 
.\.ll,nu„:;e,.i;;>.oum.Ui,-plnlin.u-:_ 

■•  The  eluueli  ana  elergy  nf  iliis  eilv 

Are  very  near  akin  ; — 
They're  wunilur-bcattn  all  wiilioiitj 
Ant!  emplij  all  within  !" 

vol,,  n.  0, 
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been  cut  away,  and  ^vas  oniamciited  wiili  c;tr\ii)gs  oi 
ibliagc  and  other  oruaiiients. 

The  value  of  the  living,  arising  from  augincnlatlou,, 
a  legacy,  aiul  surplice  fees,  was  returned  by  the  bishop  hi 
1S()9,  as  amuunting  to  4-i/.  10.?.  Tlic  Rev.  Joseph  Eaton, 
JVJ.A.  is  the  present  rector. 

Ill  155G,  the  following  pensions  continued  to  be  [laid 
to  priests  who  had  served  this  church  before  the  reforma- 
tion : — 

Pcnc.  Joh'is  Thompsonne  presbiter',  nup.  cclebnui. 
in  eccl'ia  s'c'i  iMich'is  Ccst.  p.  ann.  iiij  li. 

Georgii  Hardic,  uniu<;  presbitcr.  imp.  cek-bran.  in 
eccl'ia  p'och.  p'd.  in  civitat.  p'd'ta  ann.  xis.  M(/. 

The  following  is  an  c^ract  from  a  MS.  which  ap- 
pears to  have  been  a  book  for  the  account  of  receipt  and 
expenditure  of  the  church  revenue,  in  the  possession  of 
Mr.  Lcacroft,  solicitor  of  this  city  : — 


•'  Hci'oafiLT  fulawith  t!ic  .■stcomptes  of  us  George  I-egliL-,  ;iiicl  Adiutt 
tJoj Jinan  to  our  paris'ons,  of  thclmdeslongingcto  the  useof  SanteMighclii, 
boih  of  the  s.ime  landes  and  liuade  to  y?  priestcs  w.igcs,  with  other  matters 
.iml  costes  of  reparasions  and  dead  rites  of  ye  afoiesayd  landis  yivcii  the  last 
dayo  of  July,  in  tlie  furste  yeave  of  Kinge  Edwavde  the  ftixte,  of  the  church^ 
of  Englande  and  Ilirclandc,  supreme  heade— for  vj  year  and  one  (juiirier 
before  tliis  forsayd  date  to  this  prcscnle  day  above  inentioneddc. 


The  liaitcs  of  Landis. 

Kogcr  Leigh's  house   xxxs. 

Linnne's  liouse xvs. 

Goode  Geste's  house,  widow. .         xs. 

John  Burket's  house vus. 

.Jolm  Linglcy's  house    xvs. 

Tliomas  WincheEter's  liouse. .      xvs 
The  h'.le  wife  of  Thos.  A'l'il- 

cockc's  house vus. 

•■\lso  one  house  in  the  Barne- 

la-.ie 

Kicliard  "Witbey's  house    ....  viiJs. 


The  chief  llcntcs  <if  ij,  Si'.i 

To  Mr.  Warburtou 

To  Mr.  I'.othc 

To  Jlr.  AV'itmore 

TothcShcirivesurci.Liti 


:LamU, 


So\ii  of  tliesu  is    vi.  i xs. 

The  priestcs  wagis  for  vi   years  and  a  quaiici  till  iiij/.  to  y  ye 

to  xxv(. 
i'.ili.ittd  of  this  w.igis  for  wante  oi  a  prieste  at  i\.o  tiuK^,  >\i'.    •  ■  •  • 


Here  follows  a  long  bill  of  disburseineni;-  for  repiin  . 
lone  in  .'cveral  ho^i.set-  in  "  liri|ce-.'~trete,  Foreu-le-^irete 
iiid  Fle?licnioi!i;er'5.!ai)e." 


\ 
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''  tlmii  of  :ill  tlics  wastes  and  vejiarai-iuns  is  ixi.    iius. 

.\l'jo  ilicvc  rciDiiinctli  tinpayil  I'or  tlie  time  of  our  service,  lo  Hooik' Ocsle, 

willow,  aiul  liLT  son's  rer.lc,  xxis. 
7'lii;  siini  of  our  accountcs,  licsiiks  tlie  pricstos  wagis  is  viul.  xixs.  id- 
T'liL'  som  of  wastes  and  rtijarasioiis  of  y^^  Uuulis  is-  ixJ.  iius. 
yo  tlierc  romainetli  due  to  us  Gcovge  Lcglic  and  Addam  Cioodman  of  iliij 

for.vyd  rente.  .Vc.  iiiJS.  xt(2." 


JJST  OF  CUliA'n^S,  FUOM  TUE  Ki'XilSTI'lllS. 

Handle  Sniylhc.  Inivic-d  Nov-  ■-!?',  lOUl- 

Presmtcd,         Curaifs.  PrcsmUd.         Curulcs. 

ir,i;i   George  Coney.  170O  Thomas  Luftwich,  M.A. 
l(inr>  .Tames  JiiUer.  Nathaniel  Leflwich,  Xi.A. 

ICIH  Roger  Gorst.  17"'7  Roger  Barnston,  BI-A. 

William  Cooke.  '7'>->  Joseph  Eaton,  seit-  M.A. 

.John  liaueock.  '70(J  Joseph  Ivatoii,  juu.  M.A- 
ICIM   Kobtrt  Ducrdsell.  iM.A- 

I'lie  popalatioii  in  1SL>1  "ivas  712.— The  registers  cf 
■  lii-s  piirisli  commence  in  tlie  year  1581. 


.\K)Kli2,ll-,i\TS  IN  ST.  JNJlCilAI'.lVS. 

'il,trc  are  very  few  monumental  mcniorials  in  this  church  posses»iiic 
interest.     The  ftillowing  arc  selected,  as  alone  deserving  record  :~ 

On  the  second  pillar  from  the  v/esc  end  is  a  tablet  inscribed  :—"  ilic 

i  jai-tt  corpus  Thomas  Chaloner  nuperdc  hie  urbecLvis  quem  frater  ))atratu£ 

\  a  Trenta  in  boream,  sibi  ad  diem  abitus  M  Jlaii,  .ar.no  lit)!!,  surrogarat  quo 

'1  -,  magno  sui  desiderio  cxpiravit." 

!  ■  On  a  neat  pyramidal  mural  monument  in  the  north  aisle—"  Near  this 

I  place  rest  the  remains  of  Roger  Comberbach,  esq.  late  protlionotary  of  the 

counties  of  Cheshire  and  FUnt.    His  virtues  were  e;;emply  lied  in  the  liusband, 

the  lather,  and  the  friend.     He  died  March  27, 1771,  ^ge^l  S7.     Ab,o,  the 

remains  of  H.   Comberbach,  widow  of  the  said  Roger  Comberbach,  esq.  who 

died  i:th  Oct.  inU,  aged  7-1  VCMS." 

On  a  blue  ll^.g,  within  ihe  enu-.n,uni,.i.  i..ils.  ••  Hue  1)  eih  uuevred  the 
bodv  of  Eh.abelh,  one  of  the  daughters  of  sir  Uieliard  WiUnala.m,  kt.  and 
barronel,  and  late  wife  of  sir  Humplnvy  Brigge.s,  kt.  and  i>arronet,  by  whomc 
she  had  i.-,sue  two  sons  and  two  daugluers,  the  eldest,  a  sonc,  only  surviving 
her.  Slie  departed  ibis  life  the  2-ithof  June.l'.iJi),  and  in  thc:J7t!i  vcare  «.' 
)ier  age." 
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On  ilitr  jkv.ili  ^ide  of  tlicaltav,  a  tablet  v.itli  tlie  nvms  o!  Vcr.ab'is  in,, 
l>  iling  I,cyc-oslcr,  cf  Tol't :_"  Near  this  plai-."  lyctli  the  bmly  of  n;imi'  .M.'.iy 
DtlvL'S,  relict  of  sir  Henry  Delves,  of  Dotltlingtoi),  liart.  anil  (!:ai!;litrr  of 
Ilanille  I;cicestcr,  of  the  city  of  Clicster.  gent.  Slie  aicJ  I'e'i  I  IC'id 
a-ei!  08."  '       '      "    ' 

On  tlic  north  wall,  a  marble  tablet,  inscribed—"  Umlerneatli  rest  the 
remains  of  Joseph  Dennil,  gl.izier,  who  with  uprightness  and  integrity  sur- 
vived the  oldest  shopkeeper  in  ilils.city,  lie  died  3d  September  17d7,  a'vd  T-- 
Also,  of  John  his  .son,  a  proctor  and  public  notary,  who  in  a  I'aiihful  e.xpcc 
tation  of  the  triumphant  call,  died  April  3d,  IfiOl,  aged  TO.'" 

On   the    east  main  pillar,  a  marble  tablet,  inscribcil "  Near  this  place 

lie  tlic  remains  of  Thomas  Iliehardson,  esq.  late  collector,  of  iliis  city,  wlio 
departed  this  life  the  1st  of  July,  1784,  aged  (;»  years." 

On  the  nortli  wall — ''Underneath  lie  tiic  remains. of  Jolm  .'^mith,  wlui 
departed  this  life  Dec.  12,  Kll)?,  aged  70  ye.nrs.  Also,  Eli.!:dx-lh  Sniiili, 
wife  of  the  above,  who  died  Feb.  2,  lUlG,  aged  SO  years."  ' 

On  the  same  side,  a  neat  marble  tablet,  "  Underneath  rest  the  reniaii.s 
of  Samuel  Humphryes,  escj.  late  prothonotary  of  tlie  counties  of  Chester  and 
Flint,  obiii  July  ly,  lij^'J,  a'l.il^  .50.  In  life  he  \e,is  wan.ily  esteemed  ;  in 
deatli,  deeply  regretted. 

On  a  brass  plate  sunk  in  thenonli  w.ill,  inscribed "  Jolm  Bodvell,  of 

tliis   city,    wlio  died  vv  of  Avgvst.  IOC!) I'eter  Eodvell,  died  the  22  April 

Also,  Peter  BodvcU,  his  son,  died  2d  October,  IC78." 

Tlie  remains  of  Thomas  Falconer,  esq.  the  celebrated  editor  of  Strabo, 
lie  buried  iicre  ;  also  thoie  of  fllrs.  Adams,  formerly  of  the  Feathers  inn  ;  of 
alderman  Broadliurst  ;  of  William  Tomlinson,  late  of  the  Royal  Hotel,  who 
died  April  12,  1U30,  aged  38  years ;  of  Mr.  George  Bulkeley.  The  families 
of  Sir  John  Williains,  Col.  Barnston,  Comberbach,  Wliitby,  &c.  have  vaults 
in  tliis  church. 


*Bf  tlie  will  of  this  gentleman,  it  was  directed,  that  the  boys  laujlit  ot  ihe 
Coat  Hospital  sliould  follow  him  to  the  grave,  and  sini;  a  psalm,  for  whieh  s.'ivice, 
were  c^.eh   nflhcm   lu  rc'.eivt  tl.c  saiii  of -iwu-fCNei: !    Tl,.;  will  o(  \i.. ■.].-.  ..m-, 
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.SV.   Oh  re's  Church. 


CIirRCll   AXD  PARISH  OF  ST.  OLAVES. 

St.  Olave's  cliurcli*  is  situated  on  the  cast  side  of 
Lower  Bridge-street,  and  opposite  Castle-street ;  it  is  a 
perpetual  curacy  in  the  gift  ol' the  bishop.  Tliis  cliurcli 
was  augmented  by  queen  Anne's  bounty  in  1726—100/. 
being  given  by  Sir  Thomas  Hanmei-,  50/.  by  Sir  RicJiard 
Grosvcnor,  and  50/.  by  the  parish.  Some  years  aftci", 
thirteen  acres  of  land  at  Tlioriiton-le-Moors  were  ])ur- 
diased  with  the  money,  and  some  parochial  contributions. 
h\  17/1,  it  WIS  again  augmented  by  200/.  for  which  inte- 
rest was  paid  (o  llie  Kev.  Henry  Doeksey,  who  died  in 
1//S,  siiice  whicli  time  the  I'ayment  has  been  withheld. 
I  lie  vahic  t.l  ihc  inirary,  ari.^iiig  fromaugmcutation,  rent 
cliarge,  and  suri>liee  fees,  was  returned  by  the  bishop  in 
ISO!),  as  amoiuitiu"-  to  -J2/.  l,s. 


This  churcli  t:ikes  its  name  from  ii  king  of  tlie  Norwc-jims.  wIid  ns^i<cci! 
.lie  Jintjlisli  a|/aiii3t  t'aiiuii;  tlie  Dane CVaii^-  AISH. 
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TliL'  jirecisi.'  lime  ul'  tlic  frccliuii  :>!'  ilii?  chuivli  h  iioi 
known,  but  tliciv  lU'c  ducuuiciitb  extant,  wliicli  prove  il  U> 
he  oi'liigh  mitiqiiity.     This  church  was  given  by  Uicliiird 
i'iccnia  (probably  says  Mr.  Ormerod,   aiiccslor  of  the 
luillcrs,  barons  of  Warrhigtoii),   in  the  tinii.- of  iiichard 
carl  of  Chester,   to  the  abbey  of  St.  Werburgh,  to  whicli 
it  ivas  fonliriiicd   by  his  charter   of  1  lU),  with  the  huid 
adjoining  to  the  cluireh,  and  two  enclosures  in  the  markel- 
placc  given  by   llic  same.     This  is  also  noticed  in   the 
following  charter,  which,  according  to  VV.  Vernon,  is  ol 
the  date  between  1230  and  1234,  the  original  of  Mhicli  i.-. 
in  the  possession   of  VV.   Hamper,   E£<]. — "  Sciant,   &-c. 
qnqd  ego  Rog'us  Herre  dedi  Agneti  filie  nice  ad  se  niari- 
taudain  imam   niansuraui  terre  (j'ni   Mug.  UU  et  Nich. 
Ulflilius  cj's  tenucnuit,  illaiu  scill.  tiuc  e;.t  jnx'a  cecriain 
s'c'i   Olavi,   (juani   (luidcni   habui  de  decano   s'e'i  Joh'is 
Baptiste,    et   de    ej'dem    loci    canonicis.      Habend,    &c. 
lledcndo   inde   annuatini   dnodecini  denar.  ad  fcstnni  s'c'j 
Martini  ad  coninuniain  s'c'i  .loh'is  ]3apt;ste  Ccstr.  p.  oni'i 
scricis   ct  cxac'o'e.      Iluui.    f'e'ui  fiiit  coram  tolo   jjort- 
nioto  Ccstr.  Testibus,    Will'o  de  Vernon  justic';  Sleph'o 
Fredvell  t'c  Vic.  Will'o  Cl'ico  Gcnnano  Dobelday,  Joh'e 
n!.  i:ifl<el:,  \Viiro  Saraceno,  Hainon.  Herre,  et  muUis 
;,li;.."_Oval   seal  of  green  wax,   much  del^ccd,  a  whole 
length  figure  (antique)  wi.h  circumscription— X   Sk.ill, 

il Eri  Hkriu:. 

'J'he  clinrch  is  a  low  miserably  looking  building  of 
red  sloue,  dilVering  hut  little  in  its  general  appearance 
from  the  above  fac-simile  of  a  drawing  of  it  taken  by 
Randlc  Holme  about  the  year  1G60.  la  1802  a  new  ^c'oodtn 
steeple  (not  r.iueh  belter  than  a  pigeon-cote)  was  built, 
covered  with  lead:  die  old  one  was  covered  v,-ith  slates. 
Subsequently  to  the  year  lu64,  the  cliurch  I'cll  into  disuse, 
except  for  bapti-ms  and  burials.  Bishop  Gastrell,  in  his 
Xoiiiia  ;i;"'-12\  ol'>erve.-,  '■  Here  is  no  provision  at  all  for 
a  i;:iir!>!er  ;  and  although  the  churcli  be  in  sometoierable 
ic'pair,  it  is  not  fit  for  any  public  service,  nor  is  any  per- 
formed besides  baptism  and  burial.  The  minister  o(  St. 
Michaell  takes  care  of  the  parish  at  preseiit,  and  has  done 
so  for  twenty  years  past," 
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u: 


la  llic  year  1819,  llic  inside  (jt'tlic  clmrcli,  wliicli  till 
then  \v;!s  in  an  unsoemly  condition,  \va^  paiiilcd  atii! 
cU-anc<l,  under  tlie  direction  of  the  Rev.  G.  Pearson,  tlien 
vicar,  and  has  now  a  clean  and  comely  appearance. 

The  Rev.  Robert  Yarkcr  is  the  j)resent  minister  of 
tlie  church. 

Tiic  following  presentations  to  this  church  occur  in 
the  e[)i:>co[nd  registers  of  Lichfield,  when  the  patronage 
V(-as  h<  tlie  abbot.-  of  St.  Werburgh. 


/.v> 


^  /-^ 


v 


^// 


RKCTORS  OF  ST.  OI.AVE'S. 


I'rcseiileit.        lieclors. 
13:iG  K;iaulplius  dc  Lcghtoii. 
lli'.JG  Pliilipjius  ck  Ewyas. 
|;;jG  Rad'jiijhus  ck  Leglnon. 

Tlioiiias  (k  Ewyas. 
IjCil   llicavdus  (k  ^\''yl■o. 
l."i77  Williclmus  da  Cromljurgli. 
llSyl   Kicarilus  .Madeky. 


Presold'!/        liiictun. 
WAS  Radiilphus  Picslbmy. 
1434  Clnistophonis  Knowk; 
]  435  Thomas  AVevr.-. 
1444  WiUiolmiis  Ikiuiick. 
Laiirentius  Wlialky. 
1450  Johannes  Curcy. 


The  registers  coinmcuce  in  1G!1. — In  1821,  the  pu- 
puUuiou  of  the  parh-^ii  was  only  .58/. 


IMONUWFA'i^S,  ke. 

Close  to  the  uommunion  is  a  marble  tabid,  inscri'Dci' — "  Sacruil  to  the 
iiiuir.ory  of  Joseph   Dale,  of  the  county  of  Chester,  who  dkd  3il  February, 

IfilJ,  ai;cd  08 FilLal  affection  raises  this  tablet  to  the  memory  of  a  tkser- 

vetlly  beloved  parent." 

I'sVar  in  the  above,  on  t!ie  south  wall,  a  t;il)kt,  ".Sacred  to  llio  iiie;;K)ry 
of  Aiinc,  wife  of  Tliomas  Townshind,  esq.  She  was  daughter  of  (ieorjje 
i\Iainwaring,  esq.  of  Btomhrow,  by  Ar.r.e  M'.akot,  of  the  aneknt  f.uiiily  of 
■Wakot,  of  Walcot,  in  the  county  of  Salop.  This  excellent  person  was  ^() 
amiable  in  all  the  relations  of  life,  and  so  accomplished  in  its  duties,  as  if  her 
wliok  attention  had  been  engaged  here,  and  she  was  so  conversant  v.;;;-. 
heaven  and  the  olliees  of  .i  devout  life,  as  if  she  was  a  stranger  upon  eanl', 
and  li.ad  an  interest  only  in  futurity.  She  died  hi  the  bloom  of  her  year.s 
August  ilM,  1774.  No  one  over  better  exemplified  the  words  of  tlie  npoery- 
ph.il  s.ripiuiv,  •  ili.a  lionpuraMe  age  is  not  that  which  slaniKtli  in  Kngih  of 
il.iy.-,  nor  lh..il  is  mea.<ured  by  number  of  years,  but  that  wisdom  is  gvey 
hairs  unto  men,  and  an  unspotted  life  is  old  age.'  Mary,  daugliter  of  Henry 
Ueshelli,  esq.  li-.e  second  beloved  wife  of  Tliomas  Townshend,  esq.  dep,nl> d 
this  life  .Se|.t.  '.ilsl,  loOI,  aged  T)!!.  Also,  the  above  Thomas  TownshciK!. 
•sq.  who  il.paik-d  ihi-  life.  .Mav  'i7tl)    l!■■:2:^  aged  lU." 
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Oji  tliL-  same  wall,  a  liaiidsoiiii;  laljlct— "  Sacml  to  die  niLiiioi y  or  Wii.. 
Ii:n)i  C"iU's,  of  ihc  cily  of  Cliostcr,  nicrclKin',  who  i-Iosuil  an  hones!  am' 
incsliniablu  life;  oil  the  1-lth  day  of  Fcbnuiry,  I71I-,  a'lat.  W.  Also,  of  IK'kaa. 
his  wifi;,  irfio  fullowcil  lum,  ilesuivcdly  laiiicntcd,  on  the  Mth  of  February, 
1799,  ai^cd  .30.  Filial  rcvcvcncc  and  allbction  has  urected  this  lahlot  (o  tlii.'iv 
memories. 

On  the  north  wall,  a  lieautiliil  marble  tablci— '•  Sacred  to  the  memory 
of  Tlionia.s.  Corlcs,  fcmierly  of  the.  city  of  Dublin,  hutlaie  of  tlic  city  ci 
Chester,  merchant,  who  departed  this  life  tlie  t!th  d.ay  of  A;)ril,  17"<!,  aged 
(;0.  Also  of  Margaret  his  wife,  who  died  nn  the  2Uih  Slareli,  17;)0,  aged 
(iO.  This  monument  is  erected  by  their  neplicw  William  Corles,  as  ii 
tribute  of  his  affection  and  gratitude." 

In   this  church    arc  also  interred  the  remains  of  Joseph  Dale,  esq.  late 

of  Bridj-e-sirect ;  — . Drake,  esq.  of   \7atcrgatc-st':cet  :    Mrs.  Uoscr::: 

mother  of  alderman  Rogers,  &c.  &;c. 


IJaviiigcouipleted  llie  history  of  our  |)tii'!~l)  churclics, 
tliis  may  not  be  an  improi)cr  place  to  oUVr  a  fcwi-ciiiarks 
on  tlie  scantiness  of  our  burial  grounds  in  this  city.  What 
rentiers  their  enlargement  impracticable  is,  that  they  are 
mostly  surrountleil  on  every  side  by  dense  buildings.  The 
only  exceptions  are  the  parishes  of  Trinity  and  St.  Brid- 
get's ;  the  former  having  purchased  and  inclosed  a  pieci. 
of  ground  as  a  place  of  sepulture  near  the  city  gaul,  and 
the  latter  aciiuired  a  cajiacious  churcli-yard  near  tlie 
castle.  In  all  our  other  cliureh-yards  there  is  scarcely  i; 
square  yard  of  land  that  has  not  been  tenanted  by  the 
dead,  M'hose  flesh  and  bones  yet  remain  undccayed.  There 
is  something  in  this  state  of  things  that  shocks  the  firmest 
mind,  and  excites  an  ardent  wish  that  this  evil  should  be 
remedied.  Our  neighbours  of  Liverpool,  threatened  with 
a  like  inconvenience,  have  wisely  applied  themselves  tu 
the  providing  suitable  receptacles  for  the  dead,  etjually 
sequestered  from  crowded  graves,  and  the  busy  footsteps 
of  men,  and  not  less  rural,  than  secure  from  the  unhal- 
lowed approach  of  body-stealcrs.  One  of  these  cemeterie-i 
is  siliuitcd  at  the  loii  of  DiiUe-streot,  wher.' the  funertd 
service  of  the  church  of  JMiglanil  is  perl'ormeu  over  ih.- 
dead.;  and  the  other,  near  Everltm,  comprizing  four  or 
five  acres  of  ground,  which  is  open  to  all  denominations  ol 
persons,  and  where  the  riles  of  sepulture  maybeprrrunned 
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hy  iiiiy  (li-.L'uliug  minister,  according  to  the  choice  of 
the  fi-icDtls  of  the  deccascci.  At  tlie  entrance  of  eadi  of 
tliese  is  a  neat  cliapel,  and  both  arc  surrounded  with  a  lofty 
wall  or  pallisading.  l  can  see  no  reason  but  something  of 
this  kind  miglit  be  accomplished  in  Chester.  The  circum- 
stance of  there  being  but  little  vacant  ground  within  the 
walls,  ought  not  to  be  considered  an  obstacle ;  Ibr  it  is 
more  desirable  to  have  our  cemeteries  in  tlie  vicinity, 
rr.thcr  than  iu  the  midst  of  crowded  towns.*  Nor  can 
liie  ex]iencc  be  seriously  objected,  as  an  insuperable  im- 
pediment.  Suppose  the  seven  parishes  which  are  siiort 
of  ground  for  interment,  were  each  to  club  ils  quota, 
proportionate  to  its  jiarochial  levies,  to  be  liquidated  by 
rates,  hi  tiie  purciiase  of  a  piece  of  land,  and  the  erectiori 
of  a  chapel,  wail,  &c.  tlic  burthen  would  be  comparatively 
light,  while  the  object  attained  would  be  most  valuable. 
Indeed,  1  au}  inclined  to  think,  that  even  as  a  pecuniary 
speculation,  the  project  would  be  one  of  gain  ;  for  who 
that  holds  dear  the  memory  of  de])arted  relatives  or  friends, 
would  object  to  pay  an  additional  sum  for  the  purcha'^e  of 
a  couunodious  burying  place,  rather  than  have  their 
remains  huddled  together  in  a  crowded  church-yard,  and 
placed  in  contact  with  the  half-decomposed  bodies  of 
others.  In  my  estimation  the  plan  suggested  will  com- 
meiid  itself  to  the  approval  of  the  public  generally ;  nor 
:i.m  I  inclined  to  believe,  tliat  either  our  venerable  bisiiop 
■JY  tiic  ckrgy  would  be  indisposed  to  it,  as  it  miqht  be  ?o 
mudiiied  as  neither  to  detract  from  their  rights,  or  dimi- 
nish their  emoluments. 


*   111  iniciunt  times,    none  were  buried  in  clmrclies  or  churcli-yanls  :   it. 
j  w;is  even  vmlawful  to  inter  in  cities,  and  the  cemeteries  were  willioul  the  vails. 

,  Among   the   primitive  christians,  these  were  held  in  great  vencralion.     It 

J-  even   appears  from  Eusebius  and  TertuUian,  that  in  the  early  ages,  they  as- 

>  seniblod  for  divine  worship  in  the  cemeteries.     Valerian  ?ccnis  to  have  confis- 

1;  .  ^■■i;'il    ihi-   i'>  :ii>  iiTi.'s   and    oihir    pLu'cs   of  divine  worship,    hnt  lluy  wen- 

I  uMov.,1  i,p:,ii,    by   (i.illi.nii.s.     A,;  llie   marlyrs  were  bmied  in  ihoe  plaee., 

j'  ihe  t'hri»ii:iiLs   chose  ihem  for  building  cliurchcs  on.  wlicn  Constantine  esta- 

blish, d  iluiv  religion;  and    hence   some  derive  the  rale,  which  slill  obtains 
hi  'ho  ehiii',li  of  Rome,  never  lo  conwirale  im  altar,  witlioul  putting  under  it 
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parod;tnl  ^ofqutsts. 


LCg.iCii,3    to    ®t,    ©iU'-llB'S    ISaiUfj. 

'I'lierc  liiivi;  been  but  lew  legacies  left  to  tlic  p-icr  of  thit  paribli,  some  a/ 
wliicli  liavc  been  lost  tli-ougb  llic  negligence  of  parish  officers,  ami  otliei's  have 
been,  in  n;y  estimation,  criminally  and  illegally  diverted  from  their  legitimati 
object.  In  the  year  1729,  before  the  house  of  industry  was  built,  and  pre- 
viof.s  to  tiie  incorporation  of  the  nine  parishes,  each  parisli  luaintained  its 
■poor  in  a  building  witliin  its  otvn  precincts.  There  is  an  entry  in  the  church 
boolis  of  St.  Oswald's,  of  tiie  above  date,  from  wliich  it  appears,  thai  the 
sum  of  £227.  Gs.  "being  part  of  tiic  public  stock  ur  fund  cf,  and  belonging 
to  that  part  of  tlic  parish  of  St.  Oswald's,  withui  the  liberty  of  the  city  of 
Chester,"  and  which  had  been  derived  from  bequests  to  t!ie  poor,  was  laid 
out  in  tl'.c  purchase  of  premises  at  the  end  of  ^\'indnii!l.line  in  George's- 
street,  now  held  by  jllr.  15..  Brasscy,  as  a  nail  manufactory,  and  became  the 
parish  wor'n-house.  I'or  this  purpose  it  was  used  until  the  erection  of  tl;j 
house  of  industry  in  I'i'il ;  but  it  does  not  appear,  that  in  t!ic  inleriuedi;;;c 
space  between  the  purchase  and  the  latter  period,  i;or  from  that  time  to  the 
present,  the  poor  of  the  parish  have  received  a  sixpence  i:-.  charity  from  tlic 
funds  thus  alienated.  Th.e  rent  now  received  from  these  premises  is  £M. 
per  .annum,  which  is  aj'prcpriatcd  to  paying  th.e  clerk  i;nd  sexton,  or  applied 
ill  aid  of  Ihv  c/mic/i  rales!  I  do  not  think  myself  competent  to  give  an 
opinion  whetlicr  this  property  might  be  recovered  to  the  poor ;  but  I  shall 
find  very  few  reasonable  men  who  will  dissent  from  me  in  ailirming,  that  tlie 
present  mode  of  its  application  is  neither  consonj-nt  witli  fidelity  to  the  dead, 
or  equity  to  the  living.  Ey  referrijig  to  the  legacies  of  St.  Jolm's  parish  it 
will  be   seen,  that  the  interest  of  a  sum  of  money  appropriated  to  a  similar 

purpose  has  been  recovered,  and  is  now  paid  from  the  church  rates,  according 
to  the  intention  of  tlie  humane  benefactors. 

Ten  shillings  a  year,  bequeathed  by  will  to  tl;e  poor,  and  i.ccured  upon 

a  farm  at  Huntington,  has  been  suflercd  to  remain  unpaid  lor  the  last  twenty. 

eight  years;  upon   this  legacy,  therefore,  £11.  is  now  dae,  ,".nd  it  is  proper 

tlic  cimrcli-.varderis  should  take  ste])S  at  least  for  its  future  punctual  payment. 
The  churchw.ardens  distribute    annually   to  the  poor,   tJie  si;mof:iOs. 

llic  joint  legacies  of  Green,  and  IJrercion ,  wliicli  in  fact  is  ilu 

whole  amount  those  ofiiccrs  have  at  their  di.Npos.il. 

Kilward  Kusscll,  .i   proctor  of  Chester,  by  will  dalel  27ih  .'unc.  1  OOr.. 

left  £2.    lO.s.  per  annum  to  twelve  poor  persons  of  ilie  parish,  wlr.tli  i.s -iver. 

in  bread  every  Sunday  ihroiighout  the  year  :  also,  10s.  a  year  to  ihe  mimslei 

i'vv  .1  sermon  to  be  prcaclied  on  the  2nd  of  fl/arch  ;  and  likewise,^10s.  a  year 

lo  the  clioristers  cf  ll;e  church,  to  Ijc  paid  on  St.  Chad's-day — Tlusc  tlnvr. 

legacies  are  uguLuly  pail  bv  "llr   Join;  Woud  JIassty. 
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The  parish  of  St.  Oswald  is  at  tliis  time  (Sept.  IS.'iO)  engaged  in  a  legal 
"litigation  with  the  out.townsliip";,  which  threatens  disagree.able  results,  one 
of  which,  at  least,  is  certain/  nauu'ly,  consider.iblc  cxpcnce.  This  contest 
originates  in  the  refusal  of  the  latter  to  pay  certain  churcli  rates,  rendered 
necessary  l)y  expenses  incurred  in  the  repairs  and  beautifying  of  the  cluirch, 
and  the  erection  nf  a  new  gallery,  in  lfi2(i.  Among  the  grounds  of  refusal 
r.re,  a  denial  of  being  legally  coniprelienJed  witliin  the  parish,  and,  tlte  ille- 
;;ality  of  the  demand,  the  money  being  expended  before  the  rates  were  granted, 
in  contravention  of  an  act  of  r.ir]iamcnt.  In  the  first  instance,  proceedings 
were  coramencLd  Ijy  the  parish  in  the  ecclesiastical  court  against  Mr.  Jones, 
chemist,  of  Great  Bougliton,  to  compel  payment  of  the  levy.  Though 
iliis  gealleman  is  the  ostensible  defendant  in  the  cause,  the  principal  land- 
owners in  tlic  out-parislics  have  made  comnion  cause  witli  liim  ;  and  subscrip- 
tions have  been  entered  into  to  defend  the  suit.  Application  has  been  made  iir 
the  King's  Bench,  and  a  rule  7ii"£i  obtained,  to  remove  tlie  cause  into  tliat 
court,  and  litre  the  question  must  be  finiiUy  settled,  unless  sonic  compromise 
lakes  place,  which  at  present  seems  extremely  Improbable,  if,  however,  the 
points  in  dispute  should  be  ultimately  referred  to  *'  ihegloTious  iineerldiu/i/,'* 
it  is  likely,  more  money  will  be  expended  in  the  conflict  by  the  paities,  than 
the  whole  amount  of  ihc  church-rates  for  a  century  to  come. — Another 
individual  ley-payer  or  two,  nitldn  tlic  parish,  have  also  form.al]y 
signilxd  llicir  intention  of  resisting  the  rate,  because,  as  they  allege,  St. 
Oswidd's,  as  being  part  of  the  cathedral,  is  not  legally  the  parish  church. 
It  is  rot  for  me  to  say,  whetlier  this  ground  of  objection  be  valid ;  but 
even  if  it  should  be  proved  so,  the  parish  will  be  under  little  obligation 
(o  these  Solomons.  For,  should  they  be  able  to  prosecute  their  purposes  to 
a  successful  issue,  tlie  consequence  would  necessarily  be,  tliat  our  ecclesiastical 
rulers  would  coinjtd  the  parishioners  to  huild  a  parish  churcli,  and  thus  entail 
an    expense  ujion    ilieni.   of  perhaps  not  ]less  than    sir  or  eir/ht  Ihousimd 


ttsacics  to  "St.  Itjljn's  )3iitial;. 

Tlie  legacies  belonging  to  this  parish  are  ratlier  numerous ;  the  foUowirg 
is  tlie  present  state  of  them  : — 

John  Breteton,  by  his  will  dated  i!th  of  .4pril.  1G81,  left  one  pound  to 
be  given  to  twenty  poor  persons,  wl-.ieh  is  paid  by  the  Treasurers  of  the  city 
til  Ihc  Churchwardens,  on  the  4th  of  Jlay  annually. 

John  Stockton  and  Eleanor  his  wife  by  will  and  deed  dated  KiOS  ..nd 
1710,  left  eleven  shillings  to  the  poor,  the  former  six  shillings,  and,.' 
latter  five  shillings,  payable  off  Mr.  Kcnrick's  garden  near  the  Gro'.es,  due 
1  ;:ih  October  yoiir'.y. 

Henry  Sniiih,  Esq.  left  in  trust  to  the  Governors  of  Christ's  Hospitr.l  a 
large  sum,  wliich  lie  directed  to  be  divided  annually  amongst  certain  parishes 
in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom.     St.  John's,  St.  Midiael's.  and  St.  M.iry's 
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in  this  city  were  I'urtumvtc  enough  to  be  of  the  nunjber.  Tlie  innnni  m 
StonglUnn,  in  the  county  of  Ijciecstcr,  is  tlie  iircsciit  source  fvoui  win  nee  lli« 
lc[;;iey  is  ilcviveil,  tllvoup;li  tlie  ;i>;eiicy  of  Messi's.  liniy  ;uiil  W'^ineii,  of  ('•wt\t 
Russel-street,  B'.oonisbnry.  It  is  iluc  at  Miclnielmas,  mul  jxiiil  :U  ClirisUuas 
yearly. — The  sum  teceivcil  by  St.  John's  kst  ye.tf  was  X'14  I!)s.  7'l.  .".ml  wa.'> 
distribuleil  in  shoes,  clogs,  I'rovi.sions.  anil  clotlits,  amongst  lil  iniliviiluals. 

Edwaril  Batho,  aldcmian,  chavg'.d  a  messuage  (now  the  property  of 
Mr.  Jolin  Seller)  in  Foregate-street,  with  10  tliiUings  to  the  vicar  for  asermon 
at  St.  John's,  on  the  Epiphany,  and  20s.  to  be  paid  to  the  poor  at  Cd.  earli. 
It  is  due  on  the  Gth  of  January,  and  is  received  and  distributed  annu.ally. 

The  said  Edward  Ealho  also  left  twenty  shillings  to  be  paid  off  Hun- 
tington Lower  Meadow,  to  be  given  in  bread  on  tlic  first  Sunday  in  every 
month.  This  legacy  is  due  at  Lady-day,  and  ten  loaves,  vrtlue  two  pence 
each,  are  given  to  poor  persons  as  directed. — The  said  Edward  Batho  also 
bequeathed  a  farther  suiii  of  ten  shillings,  payable  off  the  Owler  Hall  lands 
in  Huntington,  to  be  given  to  nine  poor  persons,  and  tlie  clerk  one  shillin;; 
each.     This  is  also  due  at  Lady-day. 

Peter  Leadbeater  bequeathed  one  pound  tix  shillings  a  year  to  be  given 
in  bread  to  six  poor  persons  every  Sunday  for  ever.  This  legacy  is  paid  by 
the  parishioners,  they  having  appropriated  the  princip.al  money  of  £i(j.  to  the 
use  of  [he  parish,  and  the  si.K  loaves  are  given  as  directed. 

Harvey  left  fifteen  pounds,  the  interest  to  be  given  to  the  poor  for 

ever.  The  principal  (lihc  the  Ibrmer  legacy)  having  been  made  use  of  by 
the  parishioners  to  assist  in  purchasing  the  herbage  of  the  church-yard  in 
I70J,   tlie  parishioners  pay  fifteen  shillings  a  year  to  the  poor  at  Easter. 

The  following  legacies  were  also  appropriated  by  the  parish  about  a 
century  ago,  not  as  has  been  stated  by  one  or  two  historians,  in  the  erection 
of  a  gallery  in  tlic  church,  but  in  employing  the  poor  and  maintaining  a 
parish  workhouse  before  the  nine  parislies  were  incorporated  : — 

Mr.  Whitley's  of £:n  Mr.  JeUico'sof £10 

Mr.  Bridge's 5  Mrs.  Salmon's 10 

Mr.  PliLlIips's r>  Ditto  second 10 

Mr.  Benson's ,5  Mr.  Radford's )0 

Mr.  Lawrence  Woods 0  Mr.  Cotton's ]o 

Mrs. Mary  Wood.". 5  Booth's  &  Swarbrook's  ... .     ];j 

Mr.  Cows' ^0  ]\Ir.  Finchctl's 13 

Mr.  Nicld's 10  Mr.  i'lctchci's 12 

Mr.  Godsall's    10  Mr.  Ahkrsey's 10 

In  all  £199.  The  interest  whereof,  say  £i).  19s.  is  secured  by  decree  of  the 
Bisliop,  dated  the -Ith  of  January,  lliOS,  and  directed  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
south  gallery  seat  rents  ;  and  it  is  given  to  the  poor  by  tlie  Churchwardens 
on  or  about  Lady-day  ye.rrly. 

Tluimas  Wileock's  U':.;:ny  is  the  most  iuiporl.int  one,  being  lui  entire  es- 
(a(e  at  A\-ill;,sk.n,  in  the  hundred  of  \^'irral,  pari  secured  bv  will  and  the 
--euiainder  by  dee.l.  It  was  lirst  nude  chargeable  under  llie  will  with  .t^-'O  3 
year  to  llie  Ihvee  felluwing  parishes,  in  the  projioriions  annexui.  viy  .- 
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''^'- •'"l"'"-'^  iH     'J  t; 

St.  Briili^Li's  o   II  .-, 

Ncston .>   1,.  ., 


.vhu-h  was  ilirccloa  to  be  clistr.l)ut«l  us  iollows,  to  40  jioor  lionsck.rpLT.  oni; 
sli.lli„g  rv  fuxc  on  St.  Jolm's  day,  it.  iMiclKiers  dny,  Ne^v  Vest's  Day'  ami 
Good  Friilay,  for  ever.  To  2i  poor  persons  he  left  a  loaf  to  be  given  upon 
every  Simday  tliroughout  tlie  year  forever;  to  the  Minister  for  a  Sermon 
on  Goo.1  Friday,  15s.;  to  the  Cleric  3.^.  4d.;  to  the  Churchwarden'^  "s  • 
and  five  .shillings  to  be  paid  upon  auditing  the  accounts.  The  residue' 
which  IS  held  in  trust  under  this  deed,  each  parish.  Iiaving  tliree  trunees' 
benig  considerably  increa.scd,  is  con.sequently  more  beneficial  to  tlie  poor  and 
other  legatees,  who  continue  to  receive  annually  the  produce  of  it,  which  is 
divided  in  tlie  jaoportion  of 

.£.    3.    I). 

0  14     .0  in  the  pound  to  St.  .folin's. 

"     2     !)    St.  Bridget's. 

y    2  10 Neston. 


.ll     0     0 


Eighteen  poor  persons  of  this  parish,  in   common   witli  the  poor  of  all 
he  otlier  parishes,  except  that  of  St.  Olave,  receive  in  rotation  one  pennv  i 
brcml,  and  three-pence  in  money  (Oifley's  legacy)  fron.  the  Cliurclnvir J.  " 
01  bt.  Peter';-.  'irmns 

Thirteen  poor  persons  of  this  parish  also  receive  in  annu.il  rotation  with 
a  like  number  of  poor  of  the  other  r.arishes  a  iir>ver  hn„l-  .  ,,;""" 
legacy  left  by  the  late  Mr.  Cotton.  '      '  ^^  '"'^""'^  '''^''  ^""^  ^ 

The     ,  "^■^''"'^'^"  ^^•■"■'y'  "'■  *^''-  '"  'he  Clerk,  and  2s.  to  the  Sexton 

These  legacies  are  at  present  paid  by  Mrs.  Kichardson,  of  Capenhurst    2 
ate  owner  of  a  house  in  St.  John's-street,  formerly  occupied  by  Mr  G^  ! 
.  Harrison,   surgeon,  upon  which  they  were  charged.     This   l,ouse  w.s  a  few 

years  smce  ta  en   down,   and  the  land  upon  w°hich  it  s.ood  is      d       .     Z 
y-dcn  of  the  13„nk  of  Messrs.  WiUiams,  Hughes,  &  Granville. 

I  '  ■  I,:ttle%!'''\r''''''"?^^''°"''"'"^-''°"'"^"^°''^I>"i^''-"'-'SMtt,ate 

\  ■-  ha       no      •^;''"-"™''  '^-1'  by  Mrs.   Dighton  Salmon,  in  173;,  b.u  ,h  v 

1  ,       .      '■'"^°"™™'-     I"   *<=  front  of  them  is  this  inscription  •     "  Th 

!  ahns-hous«  were  rebuilt  and  enlarged  at  the  sole  exp    c 7o   M.-Di"  n™ 

e:"o7't,:    "r  I-^-^V-^''^  I-I-'y  ofEar,Gro'sve„„rj„i,:;,e: 
end  0     these  houses.     In   some  alterations  made  wlien  n-bi  ildi,,.     i, 
a  leged  that  an   encroachment  had  been  made  upon  then,  ;  an     ri'elWc 
bung  agreed   upon,   it  was  awarded  that  his  lordship  should  inv  t  vc' 
1">K^  a  yt-ar  to  he  disnibuted  inuon,.,  ,he  inm.Ues  '    ' 
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lES^C'CiS  to  ©t.  pjtcv's  p.lVlcl), 

M'illiam  Croiiijiton,  of  Kinncrton,  Flintshire,  by  will  dati  J  1 'on,  kit 
one  half  of  his  lands  and  messuages  at  Higher  Kinnerton,  to  tlie  {moi  oft^t. 
Peter's  pavisli,  under  the  direction  of  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of  Chester. 
In  the  year  lillO,  this  land  was  valued  at  £18,  a  year,  and  leased  at  that 
sum  for  twenty-one  years  to  William  Richards,  Esq. ;  a  survey  and  map  of 
this  estate  was  made  by  J.  Calvelcy,  in  tlieye.ar  177 J,  which  is  now  preserved 
ill  the  church.  This  legacy  is  paid  regularly  in  the  vestry  of  tl'.c  church,  by 
the  minister  and  two  senior  aldermen. 

Alderman  Henry  Bennett,  who  died  1715,.  did  by  will  of  17'Ji  Feb. 
I7O8,  .and  proved  3(lth  March,  1/15,  bcijueath  to  the  poor  of  this  parish  the 
sum  of  £25.  the  interest  to  be  paid  by  his  executor  to  13  poor  old  widows 
every  Christmas.  This  bequest  was,  with  his  other  legacies,  charged  on  his 
real  estate,  given  to  his  Son  and  executor,  Henry  Bennett,  who  died  in  17-11. 
■It  seems  this  legacy  was  never  paid  into  the  parish,  but  renniined  chari;ed  on 
his  real  estate  .^t  Whitby  ;  also,  that  instead  of  the  bequest  of  2s.  Id.  to  each 
widow,  the  family  were  in  the  habit  of  giving  2s.  Cd.  to  each  of  the  12 
widows.  At  this  time  it  appears,  that  32s.  is  paid,  the  cause  unUnown,  to 
the  churchwardens  of  this  parish,  every  Christmas,  from  the  former  esttile  of 
Henry  Bennett,  at  Whitby,  by  the  present  owner.  Earl  Grosvcnor. 

Mr.  Witter,  of  Frodshani,  left  £1.  a  year,  charged  on  a  shop  and  house 
on  the  west  side  of  Higher  Bridge-street,  which  is  regularly  paid. 

IVIr.  Cooper  left  52s.  a  year  to  the  poor  in  bread,  and  (id.  a-piece  to  the 
clcrV  and  sexton,  for  distributing  the  same  ;  charged  on  the  Old  Talbot,  and 
now  paid  by  the  occupier  of  the  Royal  Hotel, 

Mr.  Hugh  OlHey,  by  will  of  May  1 4th,  lofiG,  left  a  penny-loaf,  and 
three-pence  to  twelve  poor  people  on  the  first  Sunday  in  every  month  to  the 
ci^ht  city  parishes  in  succession  (St.  Olavc's  being  the  one  omitted),  and  six- 
pencc-haifpenny  each  to  the  clerk  and  sexton  of  St.  Peter's,  for  its  dislribu- 
tinn  ;  now  paid  by  the  city  treasurer.     Also,  by  the  same  oilicer. 

Ten  shillings  yearly,  left  by  Mr.  Brcrcton,  and  paid  on  St.  George's-day. 

There  have  been  several  other  legacies  left  to  this  parisli,  but  tlie  above 
are  .all  that  are  now  available  to  the  poor. 


Irjj.icits  to  C-vimi^  j'Saviiij. 

The  poor  of  this  pai;^h  have  been  favoured  with  numerous  bequests, 
as  recorded  on  various  tablets  in  the  church,  but  many  of  these  Ii.-ivc  been  lost 
fvoui  the  i:o_4ligence  of  tho>e,  whojc  iw.y  was  to  sCv  ihcr.i  pr-j.crly  distribuiul. 
At -the  present  lime,  the  following  only  are  stiil  appli-d  .icconinig  10  ilic 
directions  of  the  donors  : — 

Peter  Incc,  stationer,  gave  by  will,  dated  .Tuly  12th,  in  the  20th  year  01 
king  Charles,  52  shillings  yearly,  tor  ever,  to  be  given  in  bread  to  poor  people 
attending  church.     Charged  upon  the  cellar  of  the  house  in  which  he  lived. 
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John  Brercton,  alderman,  gave  ten  sliilliiigs  a  year  to  tlic  poor,  paid  on 
Si.  Gcorj;c's-day,  by  tlic  city  trcanircr. 

llobcrt  l''lotclier,  of  Cork,  son  of  William  Fletcher,  of  this  city,  draper, 
.  .  i^ave  in  1(J71,  two  new  houses  with  .W.  a  year  for  four  poor  widows,  and  Is. 

a  year  to  repair  tlie  houses  for  ever,"  cluargod  upon  a  house  on  the  we^t 
side  of  Ijowcr  Bridgc-street,  formerly  occupied  by  Mrs.  Hunt.  Thcappoint- 
incnt  of  pensioners  i.-i  vested  in  the  proprietors  of  the  house  charged ;  but  if 
tliey  neglect  putting  in  a  tenant  for  twenty  days,  then  the  selection  rests  with 
•he  parish  officers. 

T!iomasKcnyon,carpenter,  by  willof  July  19th,  17  U,  bequeathed  all  his 
real  and  personal  estate,  in  trust,  for  tlie  use  of  twelve  poor  widows  of  Trinity 
]  parish,  the  product  to  be  distributed  every  10th  day  of  June,  for  ever.     Tlie 

above   Thomas  ]vcnyon   charged  his  property  with  his  debts  and  some  small 
.  legacies,   which  were  paid  off  with  some  parish  bctiucsts,  the  real  estate  being 

'  '  retained    and  much  improved.     The  property  when   left,  consisted  of  two 

r  houses  with  a  stal)le,  and  yard,  on  the  west  side  of  Linen-hall-street ;  also  a 

b.irn,  stable,  and  garden,  on  the  east  side  of  the  said  street.     These  premises, 
'    '  ,  now  composing  nine  tenements,  let  for  the  sum  of  £59. 

;  ~  Aldennan  Henry  Bennett  left  the  sum  of  £25.  to  this  parish,  aiul  under 

i  the  s.imc  regulations  as  his  bequest  to  St.  Peter's.     In  the  records  of  Trinity, 

it  is  seen,  that  in  1715,  tliis  legacy  was  at  a  vestry  meeting  ordered  to  be  paid 
in,  to  discharge  a  debt  due  upon  Kenyon's  houses  ;  which  order,  however, 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  attended  to,  and  was  indeed  at  variance  with 
the  provisions  of  Jlr.  Bennett's  will.  '  The  interest  of  the  above  sum,  there- 
fore, is  legally  chargeable  on  tlie  real  estate,  and  is  now  paid  by  Larl  Gros- 
venor,  as  mentioned  in  St.  Peter's  charities. 

John  Orosvcnor,   Esq.  by   will,  dated  27th  of  May,  1699,  lea  X3.  a 
year,  to  be  paid  to  ten  decayed  housekeepers  of  the  parish,  charged  upon  his 
•  ;  iiousc,  garden,  and  premises  in  Watergate-street,  late  the  property  and  resi. 

j  dence  of  'William  Curric,  M.D.  and  now  belonging  to  Henry  Potts,  lisq. 

V-  ;  Aljis-houses..— The  family   of  iMainw.aring  founded  alms-houses  in 

\  Trinity-street  for  three  poor  widows,  v/ith  an  allowance  ai  £\.  P"  aun.  each. 

V  ,  They  are  appointed  by  the  descendants  of  the  founder,  the  Mainwarings  of 

Cromboroagh. 

■■     ■  There  are  also  twelve  alms-hou'cs,  situated  at  tut  bniiom  of  New  Cranc- 

strcct,  within  this  iiarish,  founded  by  the  present   Earl   Grosvcnor,  for  as 

inar.y  decayed  freemen,  wlio  receive  2s.  Gd,  each,  vjeekly. 

f  !  *  'llicse  iitins-lioiiscs  arc  situated  at  lliehollom  or  Ki.is's  DiulJings  ;  asl.ilj  in  Hit 

'  i  lir.,it  l)C,irs  tlie  followini,'  iuseription  ;— "The  gift  of  Robert   I-letcher,   uf  Corki.  in 

i  ■  htl.ind,  gent,  the  fmittli  ion  of  William   Flelcljer,  of  this  citty  of  Chester,  lo4  iiuur 

f  i  wnia.iMS  of  sixty  ye.irs  old,  of  the  parish  olTrir.iiic,  and  28  shillings  to  be  p.i  id  each  c>( 

i  I  ihciii  yeurlv  by  the  r)uarttr,  and  ■!  shillines  yearly  to  repair  these  houses  for  ever,    .tniio 

■  '  Dvmiiii  167-1." 

i 


1,)!)  IIISTOUV  OV  CHK.STKK. 

ifiracitj  to  %t,  nkiun'c  p.u-iElj. 

This  parish  lins  sharej  but  r'jry  scp.n'ily  in  the  louni;/  o!'  o;iv  heiio-.'ijliii. 
Hiiccsiois,  tlic  benefactions  being  coniiiiizcct  in  lliu  following  short  list; — 

Robert  Shone,  tallow-chanrtlcv,  formerly  sheriff  of  Cheslcv,  Iffi  :.'0a.  to 
he  lUstributeil  to  the  poor  every  (Jood  Friil.'V  ;  20s.  to  the  muiister ;  '_'0s.  to 
the  cluirchwardcns  for  repairs  of  tlie  chureli ;  anil  lOs.  to  the  clerk  animally, 
for  ever;  al!  whic'.i  are  chargeil  on  the  .IlidiUe  Rake  Hay,  in  the  naris.li  ul 
llawavilen,  and  regularly  received  and  duly  aiipUcd. 

Mr.  Terry  left  20s.  to  th.e  poor,  anil  lt)s.  to  the  minister,  to  be  paid  every 
Easter  Hlonday,  for  ever  ;  charged  on  a  Ijotisc  near  Glover's  Stone. 

I\ir.  John  Longdale  left  £10.  the  interest  to  be  given  to  ilie  poor  on 
(;hristmas-day,  for  ever. 


IrgaciEri  to  %t.  il?.^f!>'s  j.3.u-ioIj. 

Various  small  sums  have  been  bequeathed  to  the  poor  of  tliis  parish,  a;, 
appears  on  the  tablets  in  the  church,  but  few  rcn\ain  at  present. 

Ten  shillings  is  paid  on  .?t.  George's  day  yearly  to  the  poor,  by  the  ciiv 
treasurer,  being  what  is  called  Brereton's  legacy. 

Twelve  shillings  a  year,  paid  by  Lord  Grosvenor,  probably  from  pro- 
perty charged  with  it,  now  in  his  Lordsliip's  possession. 

This  parisli,  (in  conjunction  with  those  of  St.  John's  and  8t.  Mieliael's) 
receives  its  quota  from  Henry  Smith's  legacy,  secured  on  the  manor  oi' 
Stoughton,  in  Leicestershire.  f.S'ce  Icyacks  in  St.  JoJtn'.").  Tlie  amount 
of  this  to  Mary's  parish,  since  the  year  IG!.")  has  varied  from  X'l.  I  Is.  Od. 
to  jCH.  17s.  Cd.  per  annmii,  which  last  stun  was  paid  the  last  year.  Tlie 
amount  is  distributed  to  the  poor  parishioners  in  bread. 

The  galleries  were  erected  with  several  sums  derived  from  legacies, 
amounting  to  X78.  the  interest  of  v/liich  at  five  per  cent.  (£:!.  Ifis.  Ou.)  is 
divided  among  the  poor,  as  directed  by  the  benefactors  ;  and  as  the  gallerier. 
produce  no  rental  from  seats,  the  amount  is  taken  front  the  church-rate. 
Until  lo2i!,  there  was  a  rental  produced  by  the  letting  of  seats. 


ifgaciw  to  ©t.  Bnijgct's, 

Tliis  parish  is  included  in  the  receipt  of  W'ilcock's  legacy,  arising  from 
an  estate  at  M'illaston,  which  at  tlie  time  of  its  behig  bequeatlled,  |iroduced 

only  £20.  a  year,  but  is  now  let  for  nearly  XIOO.  per  annmn The  quota  of 

this  parish  from  the  product  is  2s.  9d.  in  the  pound,  and  the  net  receipt  las- 
year  was  £U.  which  was  laid  out  in  bread  for  liie  poor. 

Tliep.iri.-.h  po>sesses  a  close  of  land  in  Iloolc-lane,  called  ilie  Troi'i,  i;ov. 
let  lor  X.'j.  5s.  the  amount  of  wliich  is  given  to  founce-n  individuals  on  tlic 
list  of  the  poor.  This  land  was  purchased  by  legacies  lel'l  by  Mis.  Boolli 
31rs.  Bailey,  Mk.  Salmon,  and  Mr.s.  Swarbrook. 
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Ar.  csUite  nt  TrjIforJ,  pmxliasL-il  for  £300.  from  tlii;  s;Je  of  houses  left 
by  Jlr.  Ilurrisoii,  browcr ;  tlie  produce  of  this  estate  was  formerly  cUstributeil 
III  the  Jiscretion  of  Mr.  alilurman  Dyson,  but  is  now  directed  by  Mr.  Barker, 
solicitor,  who  distributed  to  ton  pour  parishioncis  as  the  last  half-year's 
receipts,  35s.  cacii. 

Mrs.  Hannah  Gviftiths,  by  will  dated  13th  Nov.  17lio,  left  ioO.  to  the 
churchwardens  to  buy  bread  for  the  poor,  with  the  interest,  every  Christmas- 
eve,  forever.  With  this  money  £100.  three  I*  cent,  consols  was  purchased 
ill  IJilt!,  in  the  name  of  M'illiam  Thomas  and  William  Massey.  Ksqrs.  but 
owing  to  the  want  of  common  precaution  in  not  renewing  the  trustees,  the 
money  has  been  lost  to  the  pariah. 

Recorder  Townsliend  left  two  pounds  a  year,  eh^rgcd  on  a  house  now 
tiic  property  of  Bell  Ince,  Esq.  ireveral  other  triHing  sums  are  also  disui- 
bul.J  to  tile  poor. 

The  (ilms-houses  for  freemen's  widows  in  C'ommotihall- street,  are 
situated  in  this  parish,  but  tliey  are  not  confined  to  the  parishioners.  These 
houses  were  fornieily  the  hospital  of  rfl.  Ursula;  they  were  founded  in  1332, 
by  the  executors  of  Roger  Smith,  for  nix  poor  decayed  persons,  who  had 
been  aldermen  and  connnon  council-men,  or  their  widows,  and  in  default  of 
any  such,  for  other  poor  persons.  In  1540,  the  guild  of  St.  Ursula  gave  30d. 
a  year  to  this  hosjiital ;  they  are  now  occupied  by  tlie  widows  of  freemen, 
who  receive  a  donation  of  £1.  Gs.  8d.  each,  which  is  paid  by  the  corporation.* 


teg.'>ci£0  to  ^t.  tjJtclj^cl'iJ  patifilj. 

There  is  no  p,oish  within  the  city  so  plentifully  endowed  with  parochial 

''.  bequests,  whether  as  regards  their  number  or  value,  as  this. 

\  '                                   Doctor    Robert  Oldfield,  by  his  will  of  24  April,  ICOo,  devised  histwo 

\  third    parts   of  Dunham    Hall,   and  other  messuages,  cottages,  lands,  &c.  at 

V  '                ■             ■                        Dunham-on-the-hiU,  in  the  county  o;' Chester,   together  with  other  lands  neat 

,  .                                     Chester,  to   certain   trustees   in  his  said   will  named,   for  the  purpose  "  of 

i  ■                                            "  paying   £20.   a   year  to  the  mir.ister  of  St.  Michael's  church,  in  Chester,  in 

V  ~                                                       "augmentation  of  his  yearly  maintenance,  if  his  trustees  for  the  time  being, 

;  "or   the  major  part  of  them,  shall  approve  of  such  minister,  when  he  is  duly 

"  instituted  and  inducted,  and  if  it  happen  that  he  hath  no  other  ecclesiaslical 

:■  "  preferment,    and  actually   otliciated   in  preaching  eonslantly  iliere  ;  and  for 

?  •           '                        -the    purpose  of  apjilying  the  residue  of  the  interest  mone),  tSic.  (after  pay- 

■;  "  ment  of  the   necessary  expencesj  to  and  for  the  ineferment  ol  one  or  more 

(,  "piior   boy   or   buys   born   in  ihc  said  p.itish  of  St.  Mielia.l,  lo^.iids  putting 

I 

•  \vi,.,i  1,  s.u.l,  ui  M.iiitMistSi.  M.i;)S  lJ.ii"=.h  U'J!:^- le-.l  ""UlJ  sl-iu.  tu  iintl) ,  i l.«l 
Un- »l,,.l,ol  llanJI.iUk'-  iseoini,reln;ndc:(l  tl.t-ieiii.  Tliis,  hu>»e«et,  is  by  lu.  uicn- tilt 
lael,  .noiiiiile!.iblL-porli..ii  uf  llljtjuliurbb.ll.^iialiiJeJ    in   llic  v.ili.-b    uf  si.  l)rijg.-l. 

,  111    lliul  ilisiiin.   tills   p.irisli  coiiimeims   on   tlie    tasl  sidci.t  llie  luad  jusl  Uryonil  Ihe 

toU-gau-;  takes  111  llie  iiurtli  side  uf. Mill. sueet;  includes   i,ll  ilie  houses  k-adinn  tutl.ts 

'  Boitnms-Uile  ;  the  limds  on  the  lefl  liaiul  biiiliidtd   by  II.eDce;  slreO-lies  10  lIlC  exlls. 

muy  u(  llie  rr.rm   orcu(ii.-il  by  Messrs.  Joues  and   Heibcil,  aiuUoinineliCMds  wh.x!  it 

■  cimiiioiilvnillud  llie  liarl'sEyc.     ll  is  fn.iiiUiii  vuitiuii  ul  ibt  palish,  ibil  Si.  Undscl'. 

.teiivcs  .isn-.U  1101  M.lllur  Its  ratCi. 
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HISTORV  OF  CHJisTlOll. 

;; ,"'""  !;""'  '"  '™'"'  «•■  'ow.ids  mainia.nin^  il,,-,n  .,  „„■       ■  ■       . . 
"Iram."    A   sufficient  numl^.-r  „<■  „.  °  ""•'» '-"  "n,vc-r.sities,  if  ,,pt  ,o 

"."melvcs,  and  the  rev  nu"  tt  efor^''^^'"^  ''"  ""  ""^  ^^^  P«-"' 

is  now  about    <-;i->0      T ,     ,  "''  '""'"^  "•  "'^  '™«  P^I'or.v 

'■allowing  is  a  correct  't  3'  /    ^    ,   '"'^  ^'  ^-  '^""""='  i'«l«"es.     Tl,e 
Sqnember,  Uao  :_     '  "  "''  '=''  >''-™'''  l'>-°<l"ce  of  this  property, 

I'uiihan:  Hall  farm  and  eotta.^es 

Farm  (late  Antrobus•^) . .  ..  "     ~'13 

I-andsiii  Boiiylitoii.  '^^ 

f^'vi'Vnd.  on  £,,,0:,  .<o:k';n',h;:: ^■^I "i; ;;;;,;•  •;;::;;;;  '^ 

^"1  ^^'  ^"^-^'""^  '0  tena.,,  for  improvc-ner",    re.-i,-    •■  ,      "'^' 
'"■"'S'''.  agency.  Ac.  about  ''      '"'-'"'" 

lO.j 

Hoar  i„co„.eappUcable,o  the  Trust,  of   Ur.    OM/,.:d-.    .,„  ^i^ 

■file  alnis-houscs.  I'n    P 
"f  >l'e  JJiddle    Temple     esV''''"rr",*?  "'"'='  "^^  ^^'™='"'  ■^""«'  :^"^- 
"--"age  and  iCTn'r';    M   ,',."^    ''"^''   "•  ■^"'^'   1«=8> -ertaiu 
»"hin   the  liber  e     of  ;L'.-,'  ''"*'  =""'  "  S^ld  in  Claver.on. 

«"">  i"   the  CO 2v  of  B.I  ■'"         '""'"  '""''^  "'"■'"  ">'-'  ""^''Sh  "' 

'"^potent,  bein."p  M  '  "^7'=  ™f  J'^'^  «l'l,  unn.arricd,  decayed,  and 
"food  upon  tlTe  1,0  j..  dav  """f  ^  '.V"''''^"'  ">"  *"^*--'"J  Public  worship 
"i^spiienfous,  h  re,  c  I  o"  ?  '"^     '"'T'  '""'  '^^  ""^^  ^'^-'lalous  by  holdit,^ 

-  conversation  g  Uy  an  "to  ^  "'  ""  "^  ''"'^'''^  =""'  "'^  "- 
<1n.nkenne».,  swLn^  r-,il  i  ^  /'?,  ""^  ^ices,  as  adultery,  fornication, 
conversation.'  1^;;  o  t  tr  ^  ^' ^"' —P"'"l  «  be  of  honest 
7-ncy,  unles.s  tiai  >    ,  , Lf.o    ^  tt^^  """'  f,"  '^  ^"'^'"^^'^  °"  ="^ 

-^-.are .i J^if -^'E^rrv' r'rT''%'^- '"f''-  "^"^ ^"-- 

Boston,  Robert  BaM,-,*    Th„    '"iv         7'   /  '""^  mimster;  Kogcr 

-•■oJilllS^;;":;;;'!:'/'''??- '"'  "■"  '■"'^^'•'"'y  ^^".  '«•!,  u. 

r"i^i'i""ers,   thi«  b  uest  1  ;    r  "  ^l   "  '""  "  '■^■"-     ^™"'  -^Icct  of  ,l,e 

••''"■•S-     This   .s  „n  "'  ''^  ''!""'""•  «'  •-"-!  "0-  »"ly  claitued  as  a  rcr.t 

fc«^>..c   P0»se..ed  of  I              '"      """^   '"'^^  ^'J'  Earl  «ro.ven„r,  wh.  ha. 

'.-liurclnvHrdens.  "  ^""'■'"''>' ^  "  '»   ■•'rproprlatcd  to   the  poor   by   -he 
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flonry  Smitli,  of  London,  incluaeil  this  parish,  with  lliosc  of  Si.  John 
m:,-!  St.  iMarv,  in  his  annual  viUuab'.c  beqv.cst.  (See  St.  John's  Leydcies) 
It  is  now  more  productive  than  Ibrmcrly  ;  tlie  sura  received  by  this  ravish  as 
l<  ruo-a  for  tile  veiir  IH^!),  and  fnid  February,  1«30,  amounted  to  £l•^.  Os- 


Jonathan  Uriclson,  by  will  of  March  10th,  1070,  left  X 15.  once  in  every 
three  years,  to  init  forth  a  freeman's  son  of  this  parish  apprentice.  ihis 
bequcs't  is  chr.rsea!.lc  on  four  heuscs  in  i'epper-stroet.    In  l(i!M,an  additional 


f"  every  three  years  w.i-s  added  by  Joseph  Basnet,  as  an  augmentation,  ana 
xhi'-c^i  on  his  estate  iii  the  parish,  wliicli  is  now  the  property  of  Sir.  Owen 
Fonlkes.  Neither  of  these  legacies  have  been  received  for  many  years  past ; 
but  it  is  believed  the  parish  oflicers  lu.ve  it  in  conlempUition  to  entice  their 
payiiaent.  . 

Geor.-e  Bullteley,  Sept.  -.Mli,  lG!!i;,  left  the  sum  of  i'lOfl.  vested  m 
trustees,  who  are  to  pay  the  interest  to  tb.e  minister,  but  in  case  of  a  vacancy-, 
tlie  interest  (hence  arising  to  be  given  to  the  poor  of  St.  Michael  and  bt. 
lirid-et,  by  tiie  cluircliwardens  of  those  parishes.  He  also  left  £50.  towards 
biukfins  a  new  steeple,  which  was  received  by  the  parish  in  1703. 

■\nUiam  Troby,  left  April  :ird,  lyU!.  I'^s.  a  year,  chai-cd  on  a  Held  in 
Handbridge,  called  Cook's  Croft,  paid  to  the  churclnvarJens  1iy  Thomas 
Evans,  of  Salf.iey. 

i,cttice  \\'hilley  left  a;  house  on  the  cast  side  of  BriJge-slrcet  (now 
tenanted  by  J!r.  Swarbrick,  bookseller,  and  commonly  called  the  parsonage 
house)  to  the  minister  and  liis  successors  for  ever,  and  charged  the  cellar 
under  the  same  with  10s.  a  year  for  the  clerk,  and  5s.  for  the  sexton  for  ever. 
By  her  will  in  17U(J,  this  house  is  left  to  .Mr.  Brercton  ;  paying  £i.  a  year 
to  the  minister ;  but  hi  a  codicil,  dated  July  3,  170G,  the  minister  is  to  have 
the  house,  and  the  cellar  only  is  reserved  to  JMr.  Brereton,  paying  tlic  clerk 
and  sc>:ton,  which  by  the  will  lay  ot>.  the  premises  at  large. 

Peter  Cotton  left  in  171C,  thirteen  large  prayer-books  to  the  poor  oi  the 
nine  parishes  of  the  city,  m  rotation.  I'aid  by  the  mayor  of  Chester  lor  the 
time  being,  and  received  by  this  parish  in  132!). 

Timothy  Dean  left  March  20,  172':,  i'M.  in  aid  ofGoIdscn's  legacy. 
This  was  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Philip  Trcstbury,  who  died  insolvent  aooul 
seventeen  years  ago,  and  the  legacy  entirely  lost. 

The  Rev.  Thomas  I-eftwich  left  May  10th,  1746,  £10.  the  interest  to  be 
laid  out  by  the  minister  and  churchwardens,  in  a  bible,  value  4s.  Cd. ;  prayer 
book,  2s. ;  Duty  cf  Man,  iis.  Cd. ;  Preparation  &r  the  Sacrament,  Is. ;  and 
given  every  year  to  one  poor  housekeeper. 

Hannah   Lcftwich   bequeathed  X40.  the  interest  to  be  given  to  eight  v.d 

""'"tiSwo  leyacus,  with  one  of  £40.  left  by  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Potter,  to 
„,,  poor- persons  in  the  alms-hooses,  were  in  the  year  1 7W' """1  i"-'"'' 
^esu•d  in  the  poiYluse  of  a  sliop  in  the  street,  under  the  house  KV..;Mng  <" 
tliis  parish,  on  tlie  north  side  of  the  clmrch. 

John  Manhews  (Capt.  U.  N.)  who  died  m  17!)«,  k^  i:^'*-  oi  il"'^'-'  P^ 
cent,  consols,  ihc  interest  to  put  apprentice  a  poor  child  born  m  tins  pans  n, 
now  vested  in  (he  names  of  (lie  Kcv.  J.  i:a(on,  and  Mr.  T.  Dies  (no* 
beacroftl. 
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Icj.icics  to  *r.  ^h\};-i  pai'ic!). 

Many  MiKill  charitable  bequests  of  fr.'c  .ml  ten  poiihd-i  to  ilio  pnor,  ii.ivi: 
been  Slink  in  tlie  erection  of  a  gallery  ;  the  [lari^li  pays  ilic  uitcriM  for  tlie 
money. 

Elizabeth  Eooth,  by  will  dated  7th  February,  1732,  left  A'lO.  a  ycir  to 
the  inini-,ter  of  St.  Olavc's  for  ever,  charged  on  her  liouse  'and  pnini.se.s  in  the 
parish,  now  occupied  by  Mr.  ■\Villoiighby,  as  the  Albion  Hotel. 

The  Kev.  Benjamin  Culm,  a  native  of  Chester,  and  minister  uf  the 
parish,  by  will  June  llth,  1714,  left  £100.  the  interest  to  be  applied  to  put 
apprentices  the  children  of  poor  people,  wlm  did  not  receive  alms.  Tliis 
money,  with  some  accumulating  interest,  .ind  £20.  added  as  a  legacy  by 
Mrs.  Aubrey,  has  been  yested  in  the  purchase  of  £1C3.  13s.  3d.  stock  navy 
hve  ^  cents.—For  several  years  there  have  been  but  very  few  applicants  for 
this  charity,  the  reason  of  which  is,  because  there  is  scarcely  a  sin<;le  puor. 
family  in  tl,e  parish,  wlio  have  not  been  forcetl  to  apply  for  parochial 
assistance. 

^Robert  Harvey,  alderman  of  Chester,  built  si.-c  alms-houses  in  the  parish 
of  St.  Olavc,  for  si.vt  poor  persons,  and  endowed  them  with  a  fourth  and  a 
eighth  of  the  Water-tower,  in  Bridge-gate,  which  being  sold  to  Messrs. 
Hawkins  and  Headlcy,  engineers  of  the  water-works,  in  i(;92,  for  £100.; 
the  sum  was  again  vested  in  the  concern,  and  now  yields  £C.  a  year,  whicli  i^ 
paid  in  equal  proportions  to  the  poor  inmates. 


\m%^.^^. 


< ,  .    _ , . 

the    t-lc=f/itx! 
c  H  F.  -  r  i,  F. 


EXTRA    PAROCHIAL. 

littU  ^it.  3!oI)ii's. 

The  Chapel  of  St.  Joiin-'s,  commonly  called  Little  St.  John's,  is 
oituated  in  an  extra-parochial  spot  on  the  norih-west  side  of,  and  near  to,  the 
Northgale,  without  the  city  walls.  It  is  a  perpetual  curacv,  in  tlie  patronage 
of  the  corporation. 

This  chapel  h  of  great  antiquity.  In  tlie  15th  of  Edward  III.  a  writ 
was  directed  to  the  justice  of  Chester  to  take  into  his  hands  the  lands 
and  rents  of  the  hospital  of  St.  John  the  Baptist,  without  the  Nortligate,  by 
virtue  of  v,hich  an  inquisition  was  held  of  twelve  citizens  of  Chester,  by 
whom  it  was  found  :_"  Tliat  the  said  Hospital  was  founded  by  Randal  duke 
ol  Brittany,  and  carl  of  Chester  and  Riclimond,  in  honour  of  God,  the 
Virgin,  and  St.  John  the  Baptist,  for  tlic  sustentation  of  poore  and  sillie 
persons,  and  granted  in  pure  and  perpetual  ahues  ;  that  the  s 
firmed  by  Henry  HI.  and  that  ICdw.ird  1.  wlien  carU.f  Cho 
•vcepmg  of  Uie  said  hospital  to  the  Prior  of  Birkenhead  and  his  successors, 
and  the  lord  earl  of  Chester  is  now  advocate  of  the  said  hospital,  the  revenues 
cf  wliich  are  as  follow  :_ 

A  sum  given  by  Randal  earl  of  Chester,  paying  ycaily  at  tlie 

„""^"1"" J     7     0 

Mouses  m  the  city  of  Clieiter    , V,   13    10 


as  ci'ii- 
gnve 


):K'ril.V   I'AUOCillAL.  1-i  I 

A   uraiT'e  at  Hie   Holme  houses,   helil  in  cxcli.ingo  from  l!.i- 

[,mit°o(  Uirkonliead  by  the  abbot  of  Cliester "  '1"     <'' 

A  ^laiijjc  »t  lie  Mosse,  in  the  co.  of  i,;iiiciistiT -'     <l     " 

A  ilrye  rciitf  in  Heiisbye • "   '■>     "* 

A  bouse  in  Hanilbridge,  ainl  half  an  px^i'.n-  in  tlif  Cl.ys     . .      (I  ■'."     '-' 

A  Wich-house  in  W'ich  Malbai.k  <'   ' ^^     ■^ 

Oihcr rents  belonging  to  the  liospilal I"   I-'*     ^ 

And  all  the  lands  belonging  to  the  hoipiial  are  worth  pir  .mn.  xwijii. 
tiijs.  xd. 

And  that  there  ought  to  be,  and  Iiave  accustomed  to  be,  in  the  sa-.d 
hospital,  three  chaplains  to  say  mass  daily,  tvio  in  the  church,  and  the  third 
in  the  cliapel,  before  the  poor  and  feeble  sustained  in  the  said  hospiial  ;  and 
that  one  lamp  ought  to  be  sustained  at  mass  every  day  in  tlie  said  hospital, 
and  to  burn  every  niglit  in  the  whole  year  ;  and  that  thirteen  beds  cumpetcntly 
clothed  should  be  sustained  in  the  said  hospital,  and  receive  thirteen  poor 
men  of  the  same  city,  whereof  each  shall  have  for  daily  allowance,  a  loaf  of 
bread,  a  dish  of  pottage,  half  a  gallon  of  competent  ale,  ai;d  a  piece  of  fisli  or 
flesh,  as  the  day  shall  require — Harl  MSH.  2159.  104. 

On  xxi  2  Henry  v.  the  king  granted  the  master,  brethren,  and  sisters 
of  this  hospital,  and  their  tenants,  an  acquittance  of  all  juries,  offices,  and 
recof  nizances,  and  from  all  customs  and  assises  of  bread,  and  all  suits  to 
courts,  amercements,  &c.  through  the  county  of  Chester. 

In  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  only  one  chaplain,  and  six  poor  wi. lows 
were  maintained  in  this  hospital.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  viii.  the  cor. 
poration  remonstrated  with  the  prior  of  Birkenhead,  for  not  maintaining 
the  full  complement  of  pensioners;  but  he  leturned  ibr  answer,  that  the 
revenues  were  insufficient. 

The  chapel  and  hospital  were  destroyed  during  the  civil  wars,  but  were 
rebuilt  by  col.  Koger  Whitley,  to  whom  King  Charles  ii.  granted  the  hos- 
pital estate  for  his  life,  and  twenty  years  after.  'When  the  city  charter  was 
renewed,  February  4th,  1085,  in  the  37th  Charles  n.  the  reversion  was 
granted  to  the  mayor  and  citizens  for  ever.  Col.  M'liiiley  died  in  Ki.'iT,  and 
the  corporation  obtained  possession  in  l/Oo,  who,  as  patrons  liave  since 
presented.  The  I'.ev.  Wm.  Clarke  is  the  present  minister,  who,  in  addition 
to  the  usual  divine  service  on  the  forenoon  of  the  sabbath,  has  estiblislied 
a  Wednesday  evening  lecture.  The  prescribed  duties  of  the  minister,  eon. 
tained  in  a  parchment  book,  kept  at  the  Exchange,  are,  that  the  sacrament 
shall  be  administered  on  the  Nativity,  Easter-day,  \\'hitsunday,  and  the  last 
Sunday  in  September.  To  these  four  appointed  times  for  administering  the 
sacred  ordinance,  Mr.  Clarke  has  added  (in  consequence  of  the  increase  of  the 
communicants,  and  with  the  concurrence  of  the  corporation  and  the  bishop) 
three  others,  making  in  all  seven  times.  The  sainc  document  also  says,  that 
the  minister  may  be  required  to  preach  before  the  mayor  and  corporation  on 
t!ie  day  of  election,  and  on  .\11  Saints  Day. 

In  the  chapel-yard  are  six  alms-houses,  occupied  by  poor  widows,  c.\)\ii\ 
•'  the  Sisters;"  they  are  selected  by  the  corporation,  and  receive  a  pension  of 
XI.  Cd.  8d.  each,  and  some  perquisites — Joseph  Crewe,  esq.  alderman  of 
Chester,  who  died  in  ISOl,  bequeathed  £30.  per  annum,  to  be  distributed 
among  Oiem  in  equal  proportions. 


11  "i  liiSTORV   OF  CHKSTKK. 

In  tlio  cdiMis  of  lo-Jl,  llie  iiiliabitaiits  of  this  rii^lrict  :irejniiiecl  with 
tVinsc  of  the  cathedral  ])recincts,  wliose  numbcis  were  '^70. — The  value  of 
af.gnientaiion  und  stiper.d  ivns  returned  by  tlie  bishop  of  Chester,  in  1  COO, 
=■.  only  £1K. 


The  tnwnsliip  of  7'iouglilon  is  ii  j)Oj)iiIoii-i  suluub  of  the  city,  ilu'  cxtre. 
mity  of  which  is  at  t!<.e  distance  of  at  least  a  mile  from  the  nearest  church. 
Tins,  in  conjunction  witli  other  considerations,  suggested  the  necessity  of  a 
place  of  worship  there,  undci  the  national  e--;a;>i;-hnicnt  ;  and  several  very 
respectable  individu:;!:,  sceivied  disposed  to  furdicr  so  desirable  an  object. 
The  scheme  was  warmly  parronized  by  bisliop  BloRititld,  niuler  whose  sanc- 
tion an  appeal  was  made  to  the  public  generosity,  in  which  is  ihe  followin;; 
passage: — "  Tlie  prevalence  of  ignorance  and  vice  amongst  the  lower  ovdtvs 
in  tb.e  populous  neighbnurhnod  of  Boughton,  h;is  long  been  ft  subject  of 
conceiii  to  many  religious  and  charitable  jjersons.  It  is  iiTii>c;5ible  to  pass 
ihi-ongb  the  place,  without  obievving  the  symplonis  of  irreligion  and  disorder. 
Air.ongst  the  causes  which  may  be  assigned  for  this  lamentable  state  of  things, 
one  of  the  most  obvious  is,  the  disregard  and  neglect  of  religious  ordinances, 
atlribnla'ileto  the  want  of  a  rehgious  place  of  worship  in  that  neighbourhood, 
where  the  poorer  inhabitants  might  be  edified  and  instructed  by  the  scriptural 
services  of  the  church."  Acconling  to  the  last  census,  the  population  of  St. 
John's  parish  exceeded  oOOO,  and  at  present  it  cannot  fall  much  short  of 
OnOO  persons.  There  was  only  one  church  in  the  parish,  and  in  it  very  few 
seats  for  the  ]50or  of  the  inmiediatc  neighbourhood  ;  whilst  the  distance  at 
wliicli  it  is  situated  from  the  populous  district  of  Bougluon,  would  of  itself 
tie  a  sufficient  impediment  to  the  attendance  of  the  inhabitants,  even  if  they 
rould  be  accommodated.  It  was  therefore  highly  necessary  that  a  new  cl'.urcll 
should  he  erected  ;  the  plan  of  which  was,  that  it  should  be  made  to  contain 
7011  or  800  persons,  and  that  one-half  of  the  sittings  should  be  free  to  the 
poor  ;  it  was  also  calculated,  that  as  the  church  building  society  contribute  at 
the  rate  of  £1.  for  every  frci!  sitting,  about  i,'4fTO.  might  be  expected  from 
that  excclh'nt  institution. 

The  first  subscription  to  promote  the  o'nject  was  set  on  foot  by  biJiop 
Glomlleld.  The  subscriptions,  however,  came  in  but  tardily,  until  a  regular 
committee  was  formed,  under  the  presidency  of  bishop  Sunnier,  in  January, 
ITiiS.  Having  raised  a  sura  sufheicnt  to  justify  them  in  commencing  the 
work,  and  obtained  a  gr.ant  of  land  from  the  mayor  and  corporation,  the  first 
.sione  W.1S  laidin  18:;0.  Mr.  Cole's  contract  amounted  to  £1.107.  for  build- 
ing a  church  and  Sunday  school  under.  It  is  calculated,  however,  that  a 
further  cxpence  of  about  i' 500.  will  be  incurred  for  a  wall,  iron  railing,  bell, 
stove,  coir.munion  plate,  books,  ."ic.  &c.  making  altogether  about  X24<i7. 
To  meet  this— 
Subscriptions  have  been  received,  amouming  to  abiuii     . .  XI  Um 

The  .■hiirch  building  society  (iive JP'^ 

lApeeted  drawback  on  buiidin-  materials    iMl—HiOO 

i.i-aving  n  delicicncy  of   -''<J'' 


K.KTliA     I'AitOlMlJAI..  1-!.') 

As  there  are  scveuil  respectable  indivklunls  in   the   city  and  i)cij;libour- 
liooil  of  Cliester,  who  have  not  yet  contribuit'd  to  the  object,  it  is  hoped  that  ,  •-i  ■',   ■ 

the   above   sum   will  eventually  bo  raised,  so  as  to  save  tlie  connuittee  lianii-  ^   /    (_■„  ^(,,^,.  //.,.r  , 

less,  upon  whom  tlie  labour  lias  fallen.  /■ 

The   church  is  a  large  brick  building,  erected  on  the  declivity  ol' a  bank  "    '"' '^' 

on  the  south-side  of  the  road  in   Boughton,  near  to  Barrel-v.cll,  under  which  ^^y^^^l,     /It^tiA^,     . 

are  suitable  conveniences  for  a  Sabbath-school.  The  church  is  calculated  to 
hold  70t)  persons,  there  being  400  free  sittings.  The  .salary  of  the  minister 
ttiU  be  paid  from  the  pew  rents  alone,  as  there  is  no  endowment  to  the  church, 
which  in  fact  will  be  in  the  nature  of  a  chapel  of  case  to  St.  John's.  Itii 
expected  that  tile  church  will  be  consecrritcd  during  the  present  uiy.'.th  (Oc. 
tober,  lfi30). 


^'''^  H^.sTOR^•  OF  (  HES'ir.it. 


[ChUj!,,  from  Orma,uL\ 


At   the   co;,l  eiul   of  KorcTatc  ■ny.-ci     in  ,  .„   ii 
called  Spi,.>  Boughton,   is  ti::^  ^o  ^'h  ;  .^^  W^^l  f  "r" 
e..rl   Rundal   mundeville,  and   Cedice.l   .0  S     G     ,    '  Th^t^  f  " 

.1.  abbe,  „r.t.  ^>-.Hn.„„  „.„., ,.,  „t„„  „.l;:  .0^^,::^  :;^:;^ 

l.ngs,  .ssu>ng  .rem  land.  l,cld  under  him  by  G.offrv  de  Sibcscv    "  de  a.ib,  > 
d.oi,  monadi,  .clveiu  lopr.^Ms  do  Bou^>hton  xx  denari.^s  et  de     ,id  7 
c  r-^-.^  in  die  „ativita,is  patri.  m..  intVa  abbjl^Ic:!.':  "      "  """" 
To   thi5  hospital   also,   Robert  le  Chamberlain  .-ave  tliree  stalls  in  T,r. 

ts.du   de   Boghtcn."     The  hospital   h.d   also  a  rent  of  xx..  paid  by  th 
chan,berla,„   o,   Chester,    aUowed  in   his  general  account  of  the  p^fits  of 
:.hire,  under  the  head  of  nntiquie  eleemosyna!. 

The  privileges  of  the  hospital   were  coufirnned  l,y  Hugh-Kevelioe    .„d 

MSS^.a,  and  in  Vernon.  ^S:^:^,-\^::EZir  ''  ''-' 
26   Ldw.   I. ;  Radulphus  de   Hole,  30  Edw.  I.  ■  K-m.i!,,!,,,,  d     r 

VI  ^  n'   M  L^'^"^"'-""'   ''^  ^-'l^'.  2  Ed...  II.  ;'Robertus  V^ci:,.  '  .'."iS"' 
\  I. ;  David  Barrs,  31   Hen.  VI.  "' 

During  the  civil   wars,   as   has   been   before  observed,  the  hospital  and 

pi   were  ent.rely  destroyed.     King   Charles  If.  in  )G85  granted'tl         e 

and    lards   belonging  ,o  this  hospital,  to  the  corporation  =  the  fonner  is  use^' 

rwfl..   ,  ~  c  Aims  were  jsb   follow  ;..-Ceitain    mil    from  everv  lliinL-  .■^^r,^\   , 

other  may;  andofwlipai    «..    h       w     ,  "^artitd   enlii-r  on  a  lioisc  or  carl,  or  in  anv 

norseloaa  orcarl  load  of  cheese  ■  oni.  i;al„n,-,   rr„  '•"•■">.  on";  cmchc  ircm   every 

"therlish,M,chQ,spa,lni8s,  rinkesTel,    Ar    fi„°,    ""''    ''°T  '"  ""  '"■"'■  ""''   '" 


e ;  to  h.=i 


...   fronr,  each   cart   load.    From   fruTls   oflhcearlh    wln-il, 

'  loads,  one  handful.    From  all  packages  of  earthen  »are   one  r   V      ' 

:  from  the  hor«.  fair  ■,  and  f,on,  .,11   e..n>  dr.«  n  by  >.«,'  or 

........nan   aoove   or  bel„.v  D«  Zl '!'.''"  "u   ""i  """■    '^"  ^'"^  "'"  °"'  '■'"''  "'"'  ■< 

other  k.nd  ofneitrnich    l,,^  J^  bridge    „„h  Mallno.tc.  llotneltt,  or  drasnetlc,  or  any 

not  to  he  amende"  ";''Lt,;;'^' '''r '''''''''""•"''"'=''>«"=  l'"-'^'"-. -J 
'he  con.,  or  the  ho^pa  ,Ce "d  l',!  I,"'  ",  '  "'""'  "'  ""  ""'""■  '^■""'  '■' 
■Bhindevillf.  iworesaia.    i„   11ms  pica  are  , 'celled  two  charlers  ol  Ham!..'. 


\ 


HOSJ'ITALS,    &;C.  H.i 

is  a  church-yard,  dependent  upon  St.  John's  parish,  to  the  present  day,  in 
which  are  mingltd  all  the  remains  that  could  be  collected  of  George  ^Marsh, 

who  was  burnt  here  for  his  adherence   to   tlie  reformed  religion,  in   ISDo 

'Che  burial  ground  of  the  Spital  is  now  the  properly  of  Mr.  Joseph  Carter, 
sexton  of  St.  John's  parish,  in  riL'ht  of  his  ivife,  whose  ancestors  have  had  it 
in  possession  for  more  t!ian  a  century  and  a  half. 


Brnreictliii;  j^Jtimici-^  of  ©t.  fl^i-.tv. 

TliC  following  notice  of  a  monastery  dedicated  to  St.  JInry  occurs  in 
Pomesday  : — "  In  inonasterio  sanetai  I\laria.",  ijuod  est  jux'a  ecclesiuni  sancti 
Johannis  jaccnt  dua;  bovatic  tevr:e  huk  wasta;  erant,  ct  motlo  sunt  wasta;." 

This  monastery  has  been  generally  supposed  to  liavc  merged  in  a  nun- 
nery, to  which  Randal  Gernons,  fourth  earl  of  Chester,  granted  lands  by  the 
following  charter,  for  the  nuns  to  build  a  church  upon.  There  is  no  evidence 
on  this  subject  from  which  any  thing  conclusive  can  be  drawn  ;  and  it  must 
be  left  altogether  to  conjecture,  whether  the  monastery  referred  to  continued 
waste,  whether  its  lands  were  appropriated  to  the  ciiantry  of  St.  JVIary  in  the 
ch.urch  of  St.  John,  whicii  certainly  existcil  as  late  as  the  liftccnth  century, 
Or  whether  it  was  transferred  to  tlie  site  now  spoken  of. 

The  charter  of  carl  Randal  is  as  fellows  : — "  Ran'as  comes  Ccstr.  cp'is, 
archdccanis,  abbatibus,  constab',  &:c.  &c.  salutem.  Sciatis  me  dedisse  et  in 
perpctuam  elcemosynam  concessisse  Deo,  ct  S.  Maria;  et  monialibus  Cestr. 
n'ris  in  Xto  sororibus  illas  cro/taa  quas  Hugo  films  OlKuride  d'nia  meo 
Icniiit,  conccssione  et  bona  voluntate  ipsius  Hugoiiis,  ita  quod  illas  clamavit 
quietas,  coram  me  et  coniitissa,  et  plurimis  barof.um  meorum,  liberas  et  immu- 
iies  ah  onmibus  socularibus  seviliis,  et  omnimoda  subjcciione  ad  edificandam 
ill  ecclcsi'im  in  honore'  Vci  ct  sla  Maria  in  remissionem  pcccatorum  meorum, 
ct  ad^  fundationcm  sui  cdificii.  ^'olo  igitur  et  praecipio  quod  eceiesia  ista  in 
elceniosyna  mta  fandata,  tie  tolncto  et  omni  secular!  cxactione  libera  sit  et 
quieta,  et  curiam  suam  et  dignitatem  ac  Ubertatem,  in  omnibus  et  per  omnia, 
prout  libera  exigit  elecmosyna  habcat;  quam  vobis  mando,  ac  diligenter  et 
in  D'no  obsecro,  quatenus  p'd'tam  ecclcsiam,  et  moniales  ibidem  Deo  et 
S'tic  Mariu;  jugiter  scrvicntes,  cum  omnibus  ad  illas  pertinentibus,  pro  Deo 
et  communi  salute  mete  vizt.  anima:  ct  proavorum,  mar.utencatisetprotegatis, 
ct  ne  patiamini  tjuod  cleemosyna  mea  dt-privctur,  ncque  moniales  in  ea  ma- 
ncntes  ab  aliquibus  vexentur.  Test.  Joh'e  et  Rogoro  capellanis,  ilatilda 
comitissa,  Ilugone  filio  condtis,  I'ulcone  do  Etichsard,  Rad'o  3IansLll,  Uic'o 
Pine'.  Apud  Cestriam.     Harl.  iMSS.  2101,  1G2. 

In  tlie  same  volume  are  several  other  grants  to  this  nunnery,  a;nong 
whicli  are  tlie  following  : — " 

P.  1"3.  Hugh  curl  of  Chester,  by  chatter,  confirms  to  the  said  nuns,  all 
ivni-,  l.inds,m,insioiis,  houses,  woods,  liberties,  dignities,  and  other  gifts  in  the 
city  or  wiilioul  il,  given  by  his  father  e.ivl  Randal,  or  by  others,  free  frov.i  tolls, 
watch,  customs,  or  other  secular  service  ;  and  forbids  all  )iien  from  troubling 
the  said  nuns,  or  requiiing  any  thing  fioin  theni  besides  prayers  and  orisons. 
■Witnesses,  Alurcd  de  Cobir',  Ralph  f  itz-M'arn,  Roger  de  Linet,  WiUtaux 
df  Koile,  William  rilj.  Richard,  and  others. 
VOL.  11.  T 
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Ibid.  p.  184.  Confirmation  of  Ae  same  by  Edward  curl  of  Cliesttr, 
dated  at  Chester,  Sept.  10,  27  Edv/.  Ill — Anotlicr  confirmation  by  the 
same,  dated  at  Chester,  Sept.  2-1,  in  tlic  same  year. 

Ibid.  p.  IfiJ!.  The  same  grants  to  the  same  that  all  their  tenants  at 
will,  or  for  term  of  years,  not  members  of  tlie  gild  merchants  of  Chester,  or 
sworn  to  the  liberties  of  the  same  tov.'n  fi'iliai)  sli,.)l  bo  exempted  from  juries, 
assizes,  intiuisitions,  recognizances,  or  appearances  before  any  officers  of  the 
city  or  county  of  Chester ;  and  from  murage,  .stallage,  passage,  toll,  watch, 
customs,  pontage,  m.iscs,  and  exactions  of  Tolccst'r,  assize  of  bread,  and  beer, 
&c.  and  from  all  suits  of  shiies,  courts,  pendices,  (pcndiciarum)  hundreds, 
portmotes,  and  works  of  any  kind  ;  and  that  no  ofliccrs  of  the  earl  or  others 
shall  enter  on  the  premises,  and  that  they  shall  have  all  amercements  levied 
on  any  of  their  tenants  in  'he  earl's  courts,  and  that  a:iy  sheriff  or  officer  of 
the  city  or  county  interfering  v,-ith  the  said  liberties,  shall  be  liable  to  a  fine  of 
X'lO  of  silver;  provided  th.U  the  said  nuns  and  their  successors  shall  not 
bring  upon  their  estates  tenants  of  any  ether  description  than  those  which 
they  now  have,  or  exercise  any  trade  injurious  to  the  merchandize  of  the  city. 
Dat.  ap.  C'est.  11  Dec.  32  Edv/.  III.  and  confirmed  by  Ttic.  II.  Nov.  C,  an"- 
17  reg. 

After  the  dissolution,  the  site  of  the  nunnery,  and  several  of  its  estates, 
were  graiited  to  the  lircrctons  of  Ilandl'ord,  and  were  a  prolific  cause  of 
diflercnce  betwceir  tliat  family  and  the  city  magistracy,  from  doubts  as  to 
their  liability  to  be  rated  in  local  and  parliamentary  assessments.  The 
nunnery  was  the  occasional  residence  of  the  Breretons,  but  was  destroyed 
during  tlie  siege  of  Chester.  The  severities  exercised  tov/ards  the  city,  after 
its  surrender,  by  Sir  William  Brereton,  who  was  a  descendant  of  the  family, 
are  attributable  to  the  bad  feeling  created  by  this  disagreement. 

The  site  of  this  monastery  was  immediately  north-west  of  tlie  castle 
w.ills.  A  plan  of  the  buildhigs,  as  they  existed  at  the  dissolution,  is  given 
in  Harl.  BISS.  2073,  and  has  been  engraved  in  the  JIagna  Britannia  of 
Lysons.  There  is  also  a  view  of  the  ruins  in  Buck's  print  of  Chester  castle. 
The  pointed  arch  of  a  door-way  rcjirescnted  in  this  plate,  was  in  existence 
some  few  years  ago,  which  stood  in  the  middle  of  a  plot  of  ground  called  the 
Nun's  G.rrdens  (now  an  inclosed  field  in  front  of  BIr.  Harrison's  house),  but 
no  vestige  of  it  now  remains.  In  making  the  late  improvements  in  the  vici- 
nity, many  of  the  bones  of  the  nuns  were  discovered,  and  several  beautiful 
fragments  of  windows  and  doorways,  some  of  which  were  in  the  rich 
style  of  the  fifteenth  century,  and  had  been  painted  and  gilt.  Others  were 
specimens  of  Norman  architecture  executed  in  Caen  stone, and  doubtless  coeval 
with  tlic  time  of  the  foundation  or  translation,  by  the  charter  of  carl  Randal.' 
The  first  prioress  was  Alice  de  la  Haye,  whose  name  occurs  in  12CI ; 
the  last,  Elizabeth  Grosvenor,  in  1537.  The  dissolution  took  place  in  that 
year;  and  the  last-mentioned  lady,  with  eleven  nuns,  were  surviving,  and  in 
the  receipt  of  pensions  in  the  year  155G. 

The  toUowiiig  were  the  l.uuls  and  other  possessions  of  il:e  nuiniery,  33 
Henry  VIII :_ 


id  jupporictl  in  the 
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Xlemesnc  laiuls   !o   1 

Kents  ol'iiisi/e    2 

J?rce   rent    I'rom    M'liallcy 

Abbey 0   1 

Lands,  tcnemcnis,  and  cot. 

inges,  in  divers  tov.r.s  . .  -17   1 
Liinds   and    tenements    in 

llaubridge ; 

ITouse  in  Nantwich   I   1 

A  s.ilibonse  in  Widdlewicli     1 
A  tenement  in  Dnnara....      2   1 
ThcrtCiory  of  Llangatlien, 


s.  d. 
;•)  4 
(i  10 


1     0 
.■i     4 


£.    .. 

and    Llniiyerion,    South 

"Wales 17     C 

Rectory   of  Bylvl<y!!,    and 

thapcl  of  Carnarvon o     0 

RcrtoryofOver C  13 

Pension  fioiu  the  rector  of 

Handley 0   13 

IVi:sion     from    Budwoitli 

ehapcl 0   10 

In  money  from  the  king's 

cxchLijUCr   of    old    time 

paid 2G   1-2 


jrti.Ul.'J. 

The  Gp.ev  Fhiaes,  or  Franciscans,  were  s:aied  in  Chester,  according 
to  bisliop  Tanner,  as  early  as  the  time  of  Henry  III.  Their  house  was  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  Watergate.  Pennant  supposes  that  it  "  stood  in  the 
yacht  field,  iicar  the  sp^L  occupied  by  the  new  linen-hall,"  in  tlie  immediate 
nciglibourliood  of  which  painleJ  tiles  and  stained  ylass  have  occasionally  been 
dug  up. 

In  1579,  Peter  Warburion,  of  Arley,  Esq.  and  Thomas  \yilbraham, 
Esq.  had  a  ^rant  from  queen  Kli/abeth  of  certain  premises  in  Chester,  de- 
mised by  Edward  Button,  gent,  consisting  of  tlie  site  late  the  habitation  of 
the  Grey  Friars,  then  in  possession  of  Peter  ^^'aIburton,  of  Chester,  Esq.  &c. 
The  buildings  remained  tolerably  entire  to  the  middle  of  the  seventeenth 
century,  when  they  were  occupied  as  the  residence  of  Su'  'William  Brereton. 
A  plan  taken  at  this  time  is  preserved  in  Ilarl.  I\ISS.  2073.  The  whole 
consisted  of  an  olJong  enclosure  ;  the  entrance  was  on  the  cast,  the  church  in 
the  centre,  and  the  cloisters  occupied  the  norlh-west  angle." 

Tin:  Elack,  or  PitEACiiiNC  FiiiAns  were  situate  on  tlio  west  side  nf 
the  north  end  of  Nicliohis-street,  where,  according  to  Speed,  they  were  esta- 
blislied  by  a  bishop  of  Chester,  as  the  bishops  of  Ijichfield  were  occasionally 
called  ;  and,  in  4  Edw.  I.  had  excn:ption  from  toll  at  the  Dec  mills.  The 
precise  site  of  their  house  is  not  known,  but  it  is  probable  that  it  was  near 
the  ancient  timber  building  ah'cady  noticed  (page  9),  bearing  the  date  of 
liOl,  and  which  was  subsequently  the  residence  of  the  Stanley  ianiily.-|-  It  • 
is  believed  that  the  buildings  and  inclosure  extended  from  this  house  neai-ly 
to  the  Watergate  westward,  and  ahnost  to  Smith's-walk  southw.-.rd.  Mr. 
Ormcrod  mistakingly  places  the  Black-friars  in  St.  Ulartin's  parish  ;  but  the 
whole  establishment  was  doubtless  in  that  of  Trinity. 


Or 

.icioil  ii^e,.  Tlie  folloivinc  not 

,  froiin  11 

eTabley  MSS 

llie  Fn'iyal  Warrinittun, -..re 

luiiced  i 

1  iiiewillofSi 

k 

go  qiiriluor  orilinibus   fialrum 

jchgioso 

rai'i  Ceslriaie 

ve 

iLibus  coruadem  xx  solidos. 

t  Mr.  OrniiTDd  Biys,  this  inr.nsion  belonged  to  the  family  of  We 
Oh,  from  whence  it  passed  to  the  .Stanley!,  of  AWerlcy. 
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The  monastery  of  the  White  Friaus,  or  Carmeliles,  was  est:ibUslieil 
in  Clicstcr  by  Tliomas  Sladliain,  gent,  in  liTII.  The  site  of  tliis,  aiul  of  tlie 
two  otlior  fiiarics  were  granted  liy  Henry  VIII.  to  Jolm  CoUke,  but  soon 
passed  into  different  hands.  Tlie  M'hite  Friars,  which  was  in  the  jiarish  of 
St.  Martin,  became  the  property  of  the  lord  keeper,  Sir  Thom.'.s  Egcrlon,  l)y 
whom  the  clniroli,  with  its  fine  spire,  wliicli  according  to  the  \'alc  Royal  was 
built  in  1-194,  was  taken  down.  This  circumstance  is  lamented  by  Mr. 
Webb,  whose  remarlis  are  as  follow  : — "  In  1507,  'll'-'  Vi'hite-freeros  steeple, 
curiously  wrouglit,  was  taken  downc,  and  o.  fairu  house  built  there  by  Sir 
Thomas  Egerton,  knight,  lord  keeper  :  a  great  pitie  that  the  steeple  was  put 
Eway,  being  a  great  ornament  to  the  citie.  This  curious  spire  steeple  might 
still  have  stood  for  grace  to  the  citie,  had  not  private  benefit,  the  devourer  of 
antiquitie,  pulled  it  down  with  tlie  church,  and  erected  a  house  for  more 
commodity,  which  since  hath  been  of  little  use,  so  that  the  citie  lost  so  goodly 
an  ornament,  that  tymes  hereafter  may  more  talk  of  it,  being  the  only  sea- 
mark for  cUvection  over  the  bar  of  Chester."  Sir  Thomas  Egertou's  liouf.e 
stood  between  White  Friars  and  Commonhall-strcet,  the  site  now  occupied 
bv  the  houses  and  gardens  of  Philip  llumberston  and  Sirs.  Kinlocli.  Some 
parts  of  the  buildings,  or  boundary  walls  are  still  discernible  on  tlie  north- 
side  of  Commonhall -street,  and  the  west  of  ^V'eaver-street. 

The  only  name  of  any  of  the  heads  of  these  friaries  wliich  has  occurred, 
is  that  of  Richard  dc  Donne  (probably  of  the  Utkinton  family),  "  prior  fra- 
trum  Carnrelitarum  domus  be'e  IMaric  Cestv',"  who  occurs  as  granting  a 
dispensation  of  marriage  to  Sir  William  Brerelon  and  Anilla  Venables,  1'2 
tal.  Jun.  \\iUG. 


Tlie  following  document  relative  to  the  three  Chester  friaries,  is  extracted 
from  the  records  of  the  augmentation  oilices,  and  which  was  communicated 
to  Mr.  Ormerod  by  John  Caley,  Esq.  F.S.  A. 

It  appears  by  the  accounts  of  the  crown's  ministers  or  receivers  from 
JlichaelmasSl  to  Michaelmas  02  Hen.  VIII.  that  the  three  Chester  friaries 
were  then  thus  answered  for: — £2.  5s.  8d.  fur  the  farm  of  all  the  Ir.nds  and 
tenements  of  the  brothers  minors  called  the  Grey  I'riers,  to  wit  :^Randal 
Rogerson  2s.  for  a  small  toft  on  the  east  side  of  the  church  there,  within  the 
parish  of  the  Holy  Trinity,  with  24  feet  of  one  alley  there,  demised  to  him 
by  indenture  for  80  years,  from  30th  Hen.  VIII.,  and  also  with  a  close  and 
Gtone  wall  round  the  same,  lying  on  the  western  part  of  the  said  church,  with 
the  metes  and  bounds  contained  in  the  said  ;  and  also  for  the  farm  of  a  house 
or  chamber,  called  the  hostrye,  with  a  chamber  over  the  common  kitclien 
there,  and  a  chamber  called  the  bishop's  cliambtr,  demised  to  Ralph  \\'rinc, 
gent,  by  indenture  10s.  for  100  years  ;'  and  for  the  farm  of  2  small  chamoers 
on  the  east  side  of  the  churdi,  with  a  garden,  called  the  Covent  garden,  2s.  4d. 
demised  to  Thomas  Blartyne  by  indenture  for  CO  years ;  and  lor  the  farm  of 
a  house  abutting  upon  the  dormitory  on  the  east  p.irt  of  tlu-  f.irm  there, 
aeniised  to  Thom.-.s  I'yllye,  r<s.  lor  i>0  years  ;  and  for  the  t'armof  one  orchard 
lying  on  the  cast  side  of  the  chancel  there,  demised  to  Fulk  Dutton,  3s.  by 
indenture  for  t:0  ycar^  ;  and  for  the  farm  of  the  land  and  soil  of  the  whole 
church  there  3s.  4d.  ;  and  for  the  farm  of  all  other  the  houses  and  buildings 
ind  land  and  soil  there,  let  to  certain  persons,  30s. 
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The  receiver  also  cluirges  liimsclf  with  i'l  "in.  !i;r  the  farm  of  tlic  site  o'' 
ilie  church,  with  an  alley  exleiuling  from  t'.ie  east  ji.irt,  to  wit,  of  the  I'rUirs 
Freachers.  called  h  bhick  Fnars,  let  by  AVilliaui  Holies  and  John  Wyse- 
iiiaii,  the  king's  commissioners,  to  Tho's  Smythe  and  Richard  Sncydo,  :!;i. 
4d.  site  of  the  old  hall,  dormitory,  two  cloisters,  chapter-hotise,  and  frayter, 
let  to  the  s'd  Siiiythe  and  Sncadc  10s. ;  the  farm  of  3  houses  in  liUc  inaimer 
lying  at  the  lower  part  of  the  clmrch  there  within  the  parish  of  St.  Martin, 
with  divers  other  houses,  an  orcliard  and  a  garden  demised  to  Ricl;.ard  Hops 
nt  7s.;  the  farm  of  a  tenement  with  a  garden  within  the  stone  walls  of  the 
R'd  brethren,  in  the  tenure  of  Edmund  Corhyn,  at  lis. ;  one  cottage  there  with 
g.ardcn  in  the  tenure  of  M  argaret  Denyssc,  widow,  4s.  the  farm  of  2  tene- 
ments and  2  gardens  there,  late  in  the  tenure  of  Peter  C.dcotte  at  KJ.s.  per 
.ann. ;  one  tenem't  with  a  garden,  late  in  the  tenure  of  John  Carter  at  Gs.  now 
let  to  Eicli'd  Kellcy  Slater  at  lis.;  one  cottage  tlicre  in  the  tenure  of  Eliz. 
Hus^ey,  Cs.  8d. ;  one  tenem't  with  a  garden  let  to  R'd.  Lcftewitlic  at  20s.  ; 
one  g.arden  let  to  Wm  Bixwod  at  5s.  one  garden  let  to  R'd  Dykcn  at  'M. 
4d.  ;  another  garden  in  the  tenure  of  John  Pyke  at  3s.  4d. ;  another  garden 
there  let  to  Ralph  Wrynne  at  3s.  4d.  ;  one  tenem't  with  a  garden  there  let 
to  Rand.all  Loyde  at  10s.  ;  and  one  orchard  and  one  old  house  in  the  same 
orcliard,  with  a  garden  let  to  Kalpl;  'Wrynne  at  os. 

The  receiver  also  ciiargcs  himstilf  with  X'2.  7s.  lOd.  for  the  farm  of  the 
.«itc  of  the  church  of  tlie  Friars  Carnudite,  with  the  porch  of  the  same,  let 
to  Riib't  Chaloner  by  W'm  BoUes  and  John  Wyseman,  the  king's  ccmm'rs 
at  12d.  and  the  farm  of  a  barn,  v/ith  a  piece  of  waste  land  v/ithin  the 
parish  of  St.  Blurtin,  let  to  M'illiam  Richardson,  at  ltd.;  one  garden 
let  to  Elcn  Lyme  at  2s. ;  two  houses  with  a  stone-house  out  of  the  pre- 
cinct of  the  s'd  friary,  let  to  Wm  Goodman  and  Geo.  Palmer,  clerk, 
at  -Is.  ;  the  farm  of  an  orchard  called  the  Quarrel,  in  the  parish  of  St.  Martin, 
let  to  John  Erykdale  and  Alice  his  wife  at  4s.  4d. ;  one  garden  let  to  John 
Fryers  at  Cd.  ;  two  chambers  and  one  orchard  let  to  John  Iludelton,  clerk, 
at  12J.  ;  the  chief  rent  of  a  carpenter's  house,  (j'd.  [pro  paijcntibits  suit 
imjioncHf/is]  and  the  farm  of  a  stnall  garden  in  tlie  tenure  of  Elcn  Fletcher, 
widow,  a  cliamber  let  to  Nidi's  Sagewyke  at  2lld. ;  a  hall,  kitchen  and 
cliambcrs  over  them  let  to  Thomas  Smytlie  and  others,  and  7  teneinciits  in 
the  parish  of  .St.  Martin,  and  ^  gardens,  let  at  3s.  4d.  to  \V"m  Aldcrscy,  &.C. 


€l)MMM  anil  Sliicitnt  Clj.iptla:,  nni3  Editions  E)ouiccna  loiijcr 
In  cvistcnce. 

The  Chnpel  of  St.  Thomas  a  Becltet  is  of  ancient  date  :  it  occurs  in  tlie 
chartulary  of  St.  Wcrburgh,  as  the  cemetery  of  St.  Thomas  witliout  the 
Noriligatc,  in  a  deed  executed  about  1190.  This  chapel  was  situated  at  the 
norihern  extremity  of  Northgale-slreei,  between  the  roads  leading  to  Ea^thair. 
and  I'arkgatv.  This  cliapel,  say  the  Lysons,  was  converted  into  a  dwelling- 
house,  called  Green-hall,  which  belonged  to  Alderman  Dutton,  it  afterwards 
acquired  the  name  of  JoUy's-hall,  from  a  subsetjuent  proprietor,  and  was 
demolished  during  the  siegi'  of  Chester,  in  1045.  The  nresjnt  mansion  of 
Jwhn    F:^::h?r,    «.;.   stirdi   v^rv  r.sr    i:s  >-c.      This  c:.;r=l  i>  sshipfni  ;.J 
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!<'.in..ling  in  ?.n  ancient  plan  of  the  city  inserti-i!  in  the  Kir.g'a  Vale  Royul. 
The  followinf;  notice  is  added  from  the  Crane  AISS.  "  The  .ibuot  and  con- 
vent cf  St.  'W'crburgh  chiirr.ctl  from  time  immciroriiil  (by  plaint  not  long 
before  the  dissolution)  a  Icet  of  all  the  itsidcnls  within  their  alihcy,  and  also 
within  the  Xovlh_t;ate.ttrcct,  viz.  from  the  IS'or(h(;.ite  of  the  said  clly  unin  il>e 
chi'.rch  of  St.  Thom.-.s,  once  t)y  tl;u  year  to  be  luilden,  with  all  manner  of 
things  and  articles  which  to  a  Icet  do  appertain,  &c.  wliich  Icet  was  to  he 
holden  in  St.  Thomas's  chapel,  as  appeal's  by  a  quo  w.arranlo,  2  Edw.  III. 
The  dean  and  chapter  of  Chester  cathedral  continue  to  hold  suit  Thnnir.s  of 
Canterbury's  court." 

M'ithin  the  walls  of  the  ahley  of  St.  M'erburjh,  were  ch.-.pcls  dedicated 
to  St.  Leonard,  St.  Nichvtng,  and  St.  Mnry  illaydalen,  exclusive  of  the 
Lady  chapel ;  and  there  were  also  endowed  Cliaulries  for  the  souls  of  Sir 
John  Ani.eway,  of  Chester,  and  Sir  Philip  Burncl,  of  Malpas. 

■M'ithin  tlie  precincts  of  the  same  abbey  were,  the  chapel  of  St.  Thomas 
the  apostle,  occupying  the  site  of  the  present  deanery  ;  and  a  lar;;e  chapel  (tile 
ruins  of  which  exist  in  the  wal's  of  the  present  Chester  Theatre)  dedicated  to 
St.,  Nicholas,  used  for  a  Icnt^ih  of  ;iu'.e£s  t!;e  church  of  St.  C)swald's  parish. 

In  the  college  of  St.  John,  was  a  c»pel  dedicated  to  the  Virgin. 

Near  to  the  e-st  end  of  tliis  church,  within  tlio  precincts,  «as  the  Chapel 
of  St.   Amiv,   which  occurs  in  Pat.  KJ,  Rich.  II.  de  fraternitate  S.  Mariie  et 

S.  Anna;  fundanda  in  capclk  S.  Annte,  infra  eoUegiuni  S.  Joannis A  rental 

of  the  po.'ssessions  of  this  fraternity  is  extant  in  Harl.  MSS.  2159,  p.  112. 

In  this  church  was  also  3'/!or?iettw?'s  CA«n(ri/,  in  memory  of  Sir  Peter 
le  Rottn,  lord  of  Thornton  (commonly  called  Sir  Peter  Thornton),  which  is 
noticed  in  the  general  ecclesiastical  survey,  20  Henry  VIII. 

South  of  the  same  church  was  the  Chapel  uf  St.  James,  the  site  of  which 
is  given  in  apian  preserved  in  Harl,  fJSS.  207.">,  and  was  nc;!rly  contiguous 
10  the  southern  entrance. 

Tile  Hospital  of  St.  Ursula  occupied  the  site  of  the  old  Common-hall, 
and  some  painted  glass  was  remaining  in  its  windows  In  KiGI). 

In  the  upper  story  of  the  great  square  tower  of  tlic  inner  ward  of  Chester 
Castle,  is  a  small  chapel,  where  king  James  II.  received  mass  on  his  visit  to 
Chester.  Its  dimensions  are  rather  more  than  nineteen  feet  by  sixteen,  and 
the  height  upwards  of  sixteen.  The  roof  is  vaulted  and  groined,  the  groins 
being  sprung  from  sliort  slender  jiillars  with  sculptured  capitals.  The 
tower  and  chapel  v.era  probably  built  about  the  time  of  the  extinction  of  the 
local  carls.     The  following   extract  from  the  pension  roll  of  lOriO,  gives  the 

name   of  the  Oilicialing  priest  at  the  refonr.ation  : ''  Petri  Traiforde  canta- 

riste  Cantar.  infra  CastrxC  Ccslr.  p.  ann  Cs." 

There  was  an  ancient  chapel  in  tiandbridge,  which  occurs  in  an  indul- 
gence "pro  capella  Sancti  Jacob!  in  Honbrige ;  and  in  a  presentment,  21 
Edw.  IV.  of  U.-ivid  Chalons  for  putiing  up  a  paling  in  Hanilbridge  juxta 
capellam  Sancti  Jacobi,  in  nocumentum  civium  civitat.  Cestr. 

There  was  a  chapel  In  Overleigh.  Ovcrliigli  ch.apel  bclon;;oJ  lo  the 
abbot  of  Kasingwcrh.-  Crane  MSS. 

The  nuns  had  one  ch.apcl  williin  the  walls,  and  anotiier  called  Little  St. 
Mary's,  in  Kettle's  croft,  close  by  the  river  side Ibid. 

The  exact  site  of  St.  Chadd's  is  altogether  imcortain,  although  its  cx;»- 
'.►'nee  is  clearly  jjroved  by  cnnny  documents.     There  c.in  be  little  doubt  of  itt 
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having  slooJ  within  the  square  formed  by  tlic  city  wnlls,  the  ^V'.ltc^i;,^tc  ;inj 
the  Northgate-stvccts.  Thus  for  Mr.  OrJiierod.  In  Mr.  Crane's  JIS.  it  is 
r.dded  : — "  The  site  of  it  niusL  be  sought  for  by  these  directions  ;  Robert  dc 
Stretton  constituted  his  brothers  AVilliam  and  David  Ballot  his  ?.ttorney3  to 
give  possession  to  Eobort  Hare,  citizen  of  Chester,  and  M'illiam  Troutbeck, 
Esquire,  of  2  messuages  and  2  gardens  jaccnt.  in  pdiet.  civitat.  Cestra:  super 
le  Crol"ts  jnxta  ecclesiain  S'ta:  Cedda;  existent,  inter  inessuagia  Richardi  Coly 
cxp.irtc  australi  et  messuag.  B.\rtrami  Lyalton  expane  E«v;ali  et  Gardiiiam 
monach.  Cestr. ,ex  parte  orientali,  et  aha  .strata  del  crofts  ex  parte  occidentali. 
21  Hen.  VII.  Stephen  Cross  was  fined  i)d.  frcgit  et  obstupavit  vi.".m  quio 
ducit  ad  ecclcsiam  S'tE  Cedd.e  Cestria;  ad  magnum  nocumenti'.m  eiviuni 
civitat.  pra'dict.  St.  Chadd's  church  stood  in  that  croft  where  Stanley -place 
and  the  Linen-hall  now  are.  It  was  situate  partly  in  the  road  which  leada 
from  'iVatergatc-street  to  Stanley-place,  and  partly  where  Sir.  Ilesketh  built 
a  house  on  tlie  west  side  of  that  road.  In  sinking  a  cellar  to  this  house,  tiles, 
whieli  Were  part  of  the  church  flooring,  and  buried  bodies,  were  dug  up  — A 
chapel  and  a  well  in  Little  or  Petit  Parson's  lane,  were  given  to  our  abbey 
by  Richard  I'itton,  in  Hen.  3d's  time.  Perhaps  this  chapel  is  the  same  as 
St.  Chad's." 

St.  Nicholas's  chapel,  in  Xorthgaio-street,  was  cojivevted  into  the  Com. 
mon-hall  of  the  city,  33  lien.  Vill.  1&43. 
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Bi£«£!cntincr  ^3Iarc0  of  saioriJijip, 

WITH  SO-ME  ACCOUNT  OF  TIIK  RISE,  ]'1^0GilES^, 
AND  PRESENT  STATE  OF  THEIR  CONGREGA- 
TIONS, IN  CHESTER. 


JHiutacian  Ctjaycl. 

The  Uiutarian  Chapel  (hnproperly  dcnomuiatcd  the 
Pi-cshyteriaii  Weeting-hoiise)  has  a  prior  claim  to  atten- 
tion of  all  others,  not  only  as  it  was  the  first  dissentint;- 
place  of  worship  in  the  city — the  parent  stock  from  Avhich 
many  of  the  others  had  their  origin,  but  also  as  its  historv 
is  intimately  connected  with  the  rise  and  progress  of  the 
dissenters  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  may  serve  in 
some  degree  to  illustrate  the  changes  through  which  they 
have  passed,  both  in  relation  to  opinions  and  numbei-s, 
from  the  reign  of  king  Charles  I.  down  to  the  present 
time.  The  following  account  of  this  place  of  worship 
was  drawn  uj)  by  the  late  Rev.  James  Lyon,  for  another 
publication  ;  and  I  adoj)t  it  not  oidy  because  of  the  accu- 
rate and  excellent  manner  in  which  it  is  written,  but 
because  it  embodies  several  interesting  histori(.'al  facts 
connected  Avith  the  early  period  of  dissenters  in  this  city. 
The  copiousness  of  the  general  remarks  will  preclude  the 
necessity  of  any  preface  lo  the  other  bodies  of  dissenters 
subsequently  to  be  notictii. 

The  Prksbyteeiian  Mekting  House  is  a  large  brick 
building,  with  a  burial  ground  in  front,  situated  between 
Crook's-lano  and  Trinity-lane,  having  au  catr;mce  froiu 
each  of  those  streets,  and  is  generally  calleii  Crook's-laiie 
Chapel,  to  distinguish  it  from  one  other  place  of  worship 
which  is  nearly  opposite  to  it,  in  Trinity-lane.  It  was 
built   in   l/OO;   by   a   large,  llourishini,',  and    respectable 
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Society  which  had  been  formed  in  1GS7,  by  the  celebrated 
]\[;itlhe\v  Ueiiry,  sou  of  the  learned,  jjiou;;,  and  hiborious 
Philip  Henry,  one  of  tlio  ejected  Miiusters,  Avhosc  life, 
written  bv  liis  son,  is  generally  esteemed  a  most  valuable 
:ui(!  interesting  narrative,  and  has  lately  been  reprinted 
Avith  notes,  by  Dr.  Wordswortli,  iu  his  Ecclesiastical 
]5ioyrai>hy.  In  the  Keijister  Book  belonging  to  the 
congregation  of  this  place,  there  is  a  short  ticconnt  of  the 
rise,  progress,  and  transactions  of  the  Society,  written  by 
';  Mr.  Ucnn-,  hi   IJIO,   being  the  twenty-lhin.l  year  of  hiJ 

i-  ministry. 

^  From  this  account  it  appears,  that  In  1682,  there  were 

1  three  dissenting  congret^ations  in  Cliester,  v/hich  had  been 

^  ■     ■    ibunded  by  the   exertions   of  Mr.   William    Cook,    Mr. 

I  ■  >  Ralph    Hall,    and   Mr.    John    Harvey,    Ministers    of  the 

\  Established   Church,   who   had   been   ejected  from   their 

I  .  respective   livings,  on   account   of  tiieir  non-comidiance 

I  with  the  act  of  uniformity. 

*  .  ^  Mr.  Cook,   who  was.  ejected  from  St.  Michael's,  in 

ithis  city,  and  who  is  represented  by  his  contemiJorarics 
as  a  mat\  of  strong  sense,  of  profound  and  varied  learning, 
,      ■    '  '  and  of  great  piety,  was,  shortly  after  his  being  silenced, 

committed  by  the  Mayor  to  the  common  jail,  for  preach- 
ing in  his  own  house.  The  violence  and  commotion 
occasioned  by  the  five-mile  act,  obliged  him  to  withdraw 
from  his  public  situation,  and  he  retired  to  Puddington, 
till  the  times  became  more  tolerant ;  when  he  returned 
to  his  flock  in  Chester,  and  resumed  his  ministry,  during 
i  the  short  interval  of  indulgence  granted  to  non-conlor- 

\  mists  by  Charles  II.     He  ^vas  greatly  esteemed  iu  this 

1  "  city  and  neiglibom-hood,  not  only  for  his  eminent  literary 

[  attainments,  but  also  on  account  of  the  uniform  integrity, 

(  lucekucss,  and  benevolence,  which  he  displayed  in  tiic 

I  midst  of  the  most  painful  privations,  dillicullies,  and  suf- 

ferings.    He  died  in  1684.     Mr.  Hall,  who  had  been 
'  rj.'cird   from  Mear,  in  Stallbrdshire,  was  also  imprisoned 

upon    the   five-mile  :!ct,    for  six   months,  in  Cliester  jad, 
■  rthrre  the  manly  fortitude  and  uurepining  patience,  with 

'  u'^tained  his  trials,  and  his  benevolent  e.wrtions 
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to  euliyliten  and  reform  the  luiliappy  criiiniuils  who  were 
his  fcUow  prisoners,  not  only  greatly  increased  the  attacli- 
mcnt  of  his  friends,  but  also  procured  him  the  cordial 
esteem  of  many  to  ^vhom  he  vas  previously  unknown, 
but  Avho  M'ere  thereby  made  acquainted  v.itli  the  goodness 
of  his  heart,  and  the  many  virtues  which  adorned  hi;j 
character.  He  died  in  IGSl,  a  short  time  after  hiy  im- 
prisonment. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Cook,  and  Mr.  Hall,  their 
rong'regations  were  entirely  broken  up  and  di:;persed  by 
the  persecutions  of  the  times,  but  such  cf  them  aa  conti- 
Jiucd  Dissenters,  cither  contented  themselves  ^vith  family 
worship,  and  occasional  mcelhigs  at  each  others  houses', 
or  joined  Mr.  I-iarvcy's  congregation,  v.iiicii  assembled  at 
liis  house,  in  as  private  a  n\anner  as  possible,  to  avoid 
the  penalties  then  in  force  against  noii-conforriiists,  until 
James  II.  under  the  ])retcnce  of  universal  toleration,  but 
■with  a  view  to  the  introduction  and  ^establishment  of 
popery,  granted  them  the  liberty  of  public  worship,  of 
which  they  had  been  deprived  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
reign  of  Charles  II.  It  was  at  this  time  that  I\ii".  Henry 
began  his  ministry  in  Chester,  and  was  eiuiblcd,  through 
the  indulgsnee  of  the  government,  to  collect  the  rcm^iins 
of  the  congregations  of  Mr.  Cook,  and  Mr.  Hall,  and  to 
open  a  meeting  in  Whitcfriar's-laue.* 

Mr.  Harvey,  who  had  been  ejected  from  Wallasey,  in 
Cheshire,  continued  to  labour,  as  the  Minister  of  a  dis- 
senting congregation  in  Bridge-street,  for  thirteen  years 
after  the  toleration  v.'as  granted,  and,  having  ■vvell  sus- 
tained, during  a  long  period  of  great  trial  and  difficulty, 
the  character  of  a  Christian  IMinistcr,  he  died  in  Nov. 
IG99,  and  was  buried  in  the  great  church. 

Mr.  Harvey,  was  succeeded  in  the  ministry  by  his 
son  J.  Harvey,  who  was  brought  up  among  the  dissenters. 
On  his  resignation,  1706,  in  consequence  of  ill  health,  his 

"  This  mcL-liijg.housc,  I  Icliuw,  slooJ  on  or  iic;ir  '.lie  bili;  of  ;lic  liov.se 
occupiec!  l.iy  Miss  Ecliing,  in  CoUand's-court,  in  the  gnrilcn  of  wliieh  is  a 
sninnicr-Iiouse,  said  to  have  been  the  siiot  where  Jlr.  Henry  wrote  the  grciU- 
en  part  of  his  ConiniciUary  on  the  Diblc. 


OISSENTINU     PrvACES»OF    WOUSillP. 


155 


eoiigrcj^iitlon,  v,'liicli  wu*  lar^'c  and  opulent,  was  united  to 
th;it  of  iMi-.  Henry,  and  in  1707,  a  large  gallery  was  built 
on  the  foiidi  f-idc  ofCrook's-lanc  lueoting-house,  for  their 
bettor  aeconunodation.  Thus  M'cre  the  three  original 
Don-conln-niist  societies  united  in  one,  under  the  pastoral 
care  of  J'.Ir,  Henry,  \vho  remained  tlie  only  dissenting 
minister  in  Chester.  In  the  account  lie  has  left  of  the 
I'ise  and  progress  of  the  congregation  in  Crook's-lauc, 
lie  has  recorded  a  transaction  which  is  exceedingly  illus- 
trative of  the  politics  of  this  city  in  his  time,  and  of  the 
corrupt  and  arbitrary  measures,  by  Miiicli  James  II.  and 
his  government  endeavoured  to  subvert  and  destroy  the 
Protestant  establishment,  the  civil  constitution  of  the 
country,  and  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people :  "  The 
"  charter  of  the  city  (-:ays  Mv.  Henry)  had  been  surrcn- 
"  dcred  about  168-1,  and  a  new  charter  granted,  by  which  a 
"  power  was  reserved  to  the  crown,  to  put  out  magis- 
"  trates  and  put  in  at  pleasure.  This  precarious  charter 
"  was  joyfully  accepted  by  those  that  were  for  siuTcndering 
"  tiie  old  one,  that  alderman  Mainwaring  and  some  other 
"  aldermen  of  the  same  honest  principles,  might  be 
"  turned  out,  and  none  but  those  of  their  own  kidney 
-■'  taken  in.  By  this  charter.  Sir  Thomas  Grosvenor  was 
"  the  first  mayor,  alderman  Wilson,  the  second,  aldernuut 
"  Oulton,  the  third,  and  alderman  Starkey,  the  fourth. 
"  In  the  latter  end  of  liis  time,  about  1688,  one  Rlr. 
"  Trinder  came  to  Chester,  for  the  new  modelling  of  the 
"  corporation,  according  to  the  power  reserved  to  the 
"  crown  by  the  new  charter.  He  ajiplicd  himself  to  me, 
"told  me  the  King  thought  the  government  of  tkc  citfj 
"  needed  refonnalion,  and  if  I  would  say  who  should  be 
"  put  out,  and. who  put  ih  their  places,  it  should  be  done. 
"  I  told  him  I  begged  his  pardon,  that  was  none  of  my 
"  bu^iue>>s,  nor  would  I  in  the  least  internicildlc  in  any 
'■  tliimv  of  that  naiurc-.  lluwevcr,  he  gut  instructions 
"  Ircnu  others,  the  new  charter  \vas  cancelled,  and  ano- 
"  iher  seat,  of  the  same  import,  only  altering  the  persons, 
"  and  by  it,  all  the  dissenters  of  note  in  the  city  M'cre 
"brought  into  the  government ;  the  seniors  to  be  alder- 
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"  men,  and  Use  juniors  to  be  coninion  coiiiuil-ineii,  ami 
"  SirTlionias  Stanley,  mayor.  This  ciiartcr  was  bronght 
"  down,  and  tbc  nersons  called  toi^xther  to  have  nolice  of 
"  it,  and  to  Jiavc  tlie  time  fixed  lor  their  being  sworn, 
"  but  they,  iii<c  true  Englishmen,  unanimously  refused  ir, 
"  and  desired  lh:it  the  ancient  diartcr  might  be  restored, 
"  though  they  knew  that  none  of  thein  would  come  into 
"power  by  that,  but  that  many  that  were  their  bitter 
"  enemies  would  be  restored  by  it.  This  I  take  to  be  a 
"memorable  instance  botii  ofihc  modesty  of  the  dissen- 
"  ters,  and  a  proof  how  far  they  arc  from  an  affectation  of 
"  power  ;  the  top  of  their  ambition  being  to  live  quiet  and 
"  peaceable  lives,  in  the  exercise  of  their  religion  accord- 
"  ing  to  tl.eir  consciences ;  as  also  of  their  inviolable 
"  fidelity  to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  their  country." 
The  principles  and  dispositions  displayed  by  Mr.'Heiiry 
in  this  transaction,  and  which  were  so  lionourable  to  him 
as  a  man,  an  Englishman,  and  a  Christian  minister,  appear 
to  have  governed  his  conduct  c.t  every  period  of  his  life. 
J-Ic  was  indeed  a  Calvinist,  and  a  zealous  assertor  of  the 
opinions  of  the  non-conformists,  but  his  spirit  was  never 
inflamed  by  fanatic  rage,  nor  embittered  by  the  rancour 
of  bigotry  and  intolerance.  He  could  esteem  as  brethren 
those  whose  lionest  convictiony  would  not  suffer  them  to 
embrace  his  opinions,  and  who  conscientiously  worshlppeti 
the  Snju'cme  Being,  under  forms  different  from  those 
Avhich  he  deemed  most  congenial  to  the  spirit  of  Christi- 
anity. The  liberality  of  his  sentiments,  and  tlie  candour 
and  kindness  of  his  mind,  arc  strikingly  expicssed  at  the 
close  of  his  sermon  on  the  opening  of  Crook's-lane  niect- 
ing-honse,  in  wliicli  he  thus  addresses  his  brethren  ; — 
"  Be  at  peace  with  those  frou!  whom  you  differ  in  opinion, 
and  receive  tbeui  not  with  doubtful  dis])utations,  Care- 
fully watch  ihat  a  diversity  of  communion  cause  not  an 
alienation  oi  aflction.  but  be  as  ready  to  do  e\(M'y  oilict^ 
ot  iove,  and  ivindness,  and  res[)ect,  to  those  from  whom 
yon  dissent,  as  to  tiiose  with  '.vhoni  you  eoiisern; ;  resolve, 
though  you  diller  from  them,  you  will  not  differ  ^vith 
fhern.     W  our  <cnaralioii   Ijl-  not  schiimaticid  in  its  ouij 
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MalniT,  (:i^  Icir  my  own  [mrt  I  am  well  salisfu'd  it  i--  ;i;)!) 
li-t  us  not  at  aav  time  make  it  so  by  our  own  iincl!:!rital)lc 
{•cn?nrc?.  or  iincliristian  licats  and  iKss^ioiis.  ' 

I\Ir.  Heiiry  rcniovcd  iVom  Cliestcr  lo  Iiaf!<r,cy,  in 
171:;,  aiul  (lied  of  a!)oplcx\-,  at  Xantwicli,  v.-Iiero  hi' had 
been  on  a  vi-it  to  liis  iViends,  in  .)uv,l\  !"!4,  tlie  filly- 
■^ccond  Year  of  Ids  a^'e,  and  was  buried  at  Trinity  cliurcli, 
in  tins  citv.  lie  was  esteemed  an  excellent  Hebrew 
scb.ular,  and,  for  bis  time,  a  bib!ic;il  erilic  of  tu)  inr:.-ri(ii- 
consideration.  His  exposition  of  tlie  bible  lias  yone 
tbi'oiigh  ii  r;reat  many  editions,  and  is  .nill  in  great  repute, 
as  a  practical  coinmeutary  u[)on  tlic  sacred  writings,  wiiii 
moderate  Calvinists,  both  in  the  established  church,  and 
among  the  various  denominations  of  dissenters.  Mr. 
Henry  published,  besides  several  single  sermons. — 1. 
"A  Discourse  concerning  the  nature  of  Schism,"  1GS9  ;  • 
2.  "  The  Life  of  Mr.  Plnlip  Henry,"  1G9G;  3. "  A  Scri|Hurc 
Catechism,"  1702;  4.  "Family  Hymn?,''  1702;  5.  "  Tiie 
Communicant's  Companion,"  1704;  (5.  "Four  Discourses 
against  Vice  and  Immorality,"  1705 ;  7-  "  A  iMethod  of 
Prayer,"  1710;  S.  "Directions  for  daily  communion  with 
God,"  1712;  9.  "An  Exposition  of  the  Bible,"  .5  vols, 
folio,  the  first  volume  in  1706. 

Mr.  John  Gardner  succeeded  Mr.  Henry  as  the  mi- 
nister of  Crooh's-lane  meeting-house,  1713)  "ml  continued 
to  nil  that  station  v.dth  reputation  and  usefulness,  for  more 
than  half  a  century.  He  died  on  the  2ud  of  November, 
1765,  and  v\'as  interred  in  Trinity  church,  near  to  the 
remains  of  his  predecessor,  Mr.  Henry.  It  is  diflkult 
now  to  ascertain,  M'hcther  Mr.  Gardner  was  a  Calvinist 
or  not,  as  he  did  not,  from  the  press  make  any  declaration 
of  that  nature,  but  from  the  choice  of  the  congregation 
as  to  his  successor,  it  seems  highly  probable,  that  what- 
c\er  his  religious  sentiments-  were  when  he  came  to 
Chrster,  he  had,  toward-^  the  close  of  his  life,  departed  in 
a  considerable  degree  from  the  doctrines  maintained  by 
Mr.  Henry. 

Mr.  J.  Chidlaw  succeeded  Mr.  Gardner  iii  1765, 
having  been  co-pastor  with  him  fourteen  years,  and  was; 
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the  sole  inini>tcrofCrooli'?-l;nic  mocthig-liouso  lor  iliirly- 
xhrcc.  years,  wlicii,  from  dociining  IicaUli,  ami  the  rapidlv 
iucrcashit,'  iiifirr.iiiics  of  old  age,  lie  was  iindor  thr- 
ccRsity  of  rejig'Siini;'  tlic  ministry,  and  was  succeeded  nv 
Mr.  Wni.  Tlioir.as,  ill  170s.  Mr.  Cliidlaw  died  in  1800, 
and  was  hurled  iii  the  incctius-liouse  yard,  lie  is  si  ill 
well  rcmeinhered  in  this  city,  and  his  nicmorvis  cherished 
with  groat  respect  hy  the  congregation  \A'itli  wliieh  he 
was  connected,  especially  by  the  aged  uierubLrs  of  it,  who 
were  his  friends  iiiid  associates  in  early  life.  Tie  was  an 
Unitarian,  and  the  3,;inisters  of  Crook's-lane  mectiug- 
hotise,  since  his  time,  Lave  been  of  that  deiiomiiiatiuii, 
maintaining  the  religious  opinions  generally  held  bv  such 
\vi-iters  as  Dr.  La.rdner,  ])r.  Priestley,  Mr.  LiinUey,  and 
Mv.  l]elshaij!.  At  his  death,  Mr.  Cliidlaw  l)C(jiieathed 
one  hundred  [lound-  to  the  triistees  of  L'rook's-iaiie 
meeting-house,  and  directed  that  the  interest  of  it  should 
be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  Minister  for  the  time  being. 
lie  published  "  A  serious  call  to  regardDivine  Providence, 
a  sermon  preached  at  Chester,  November  8th,  1/72,  on 
occasion  of  the  dreadful  calamity  that  ha[)i)cncd  there, 
on  the  oth  of  the  same  mouth,  by  an  explosion  of  gun- 
powder." 

Mr.  Tiioma^,  though  a  young  man,  and  apparently 
of  a  very  sound  and  robust  constitution,  when  he  came 
to  Chester,  \i-as,  by  a  painful  and  lingering  disease,  -which 
finally  terminated  in  consumption,  obliged  to  resign  his 
public  situation  in  1808,  and,  by  the  advice  of  his  medical 
attendants,  lie  retired  into  South  Wales,  for  the  benefit 
of  Ilia  native  air,  where  he  died  in  March,  ISO!).  He 
was  a  m;u)  of  groat  integrity  and  benevolence,  ami  his 
simiile,  mild,  and  unassuming  manners,  attracted  the 
sincere  esteem  of  all  who  wcve  acquainted  with  his 
character.  He  did  not  publish  any  thing  with  his  name, 
but  ^\'rote  several  articles  in  the  Iiiipcrinl  licriiir,  wliicli 
evince  oxttMisive  reading,  and  a  well  cultivated  mind. 

Mr.  James  Lyons,  who  had  been  the  minister  of  a 
dissenting  congregation  at  Hull,  for  clever,  years,  suc- 
ceeded  Mr.  Tliomas,  In  1803,  and  resigned  his  situation 
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as  tlic  minister  of  Croi>k's-!anc  iiu'eting-liouse,  m  Dec. 
1813.  He  lias  publislicd  tu-o  sermons,  the  first,  "The 
right  and  duty  of  a  laitliful  and  fearless  exauiiiiatioii  of 
the  scriptures,"  a  farewell  discourse  ou  leaving  Lis  con- 
gregation at  Mull,  in  which  he  states  his  reasons  for 
embracing  tlie  Unitarian  doctrines;  and  the  second,  "'ilie 
dissemination  of  Unitarian  principles  recommended  and 
enforced,"  a  discourse  delivered  at  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  Unitarian  Fund  Society,  in  London,  in  1808. 

After  Mr.  Lyon's  reignalion,  the  pnblic  services  were 
conducted  by  I\lr.  J.  Parry,  i>.Ir.  Theo])hilus  Brown,  late 
fellow  of  Peterhouse  college,  Cambridge,  and  others,  until 
August,  1815,  when  Mr.  W.  J.  Bakewell  entered  upon 
the  pa?toral  oQice,  to  which  he  had  been  unanimously 
chosen  by  the  congregation  while  ;i  student  at  the  dis- 
senting college  at  York. — The  pi'esent  minihler  is  the 
Rev.  William  Aspland. 

The  funds  belonging  to  this  place,  ^vhich  have  arisen 
out  of  the  donations  of  the  wealthy  members  of  the  society 
from  time  to  time,  for  the  use  of  the  minister,  and  the 
su|)port  of  the  poor,  are  very  consiiierable ;  and  are 
managed  by  trustees  chosen  in  succession  out  of  the  con- 
gregation. They  have  eight  alms  houses,  which  are 
liberally  endowed,  and  in  which  poor  widows  reside ; 
funds  for  the  education  of  young  men  foi'  the  ministry; 
for  the  instruction  of  the  children  of  the  jioor,  and  other 
very  importaut  charities.  The  congregation,  tiiough 
respectable,  is  not  large  ;  the  opinions  of  Lhiitarians  being 
by  no  means  popular  hi  this  part  of  the  kingdom. 


'l'lii>  place  o\  woi^hip  is  situated  on  llie  ^^e^l  ^-iile  i«i 
Queen->lrcet,  adjuining  to  which,  on  ihe  suulli  >ide,  is  a 
house  for  the  minister,  and  behind  a  burial  ground.  The 
chapel  is  a  handsome  brick  building,  lias  gallerieb  on 
three  sides,  and  will  accommodate  about  909  persons ; 
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ill  the  I'ront  is  an  iron  palisading,  where  tlieic  a;-.' i\i  o 
entrances.  The  founders  of  this  jihicc  were  Lrij^-iiially  a 
j)art  of  the  Presbyterian  congregation  in  Crook' s-'ar.e, 
from  M'hom  they  separated  tlicinselves,  in  consetpiencc,  as 
they  judged,  of  a  departure  from  the  docli-ina!  sentiments 
iield  by  tlieir  [)redcccssors.  For  sonic  years  tliey  worsliip- 
ped  in  a  large  room  now  occupied  by  Mr.  ^\'ilco.\on's 
congregation  in  Comnionhall-strcet,  and  formed  them- 
selves into  a  church  in  177-)  ■\\hcn  the  Itev.  \^  illiaiu 
Armitage  was  chosen  their  jiastor.*  The  present  struc- 
ture in  Quceu-strcct  was  erected  in  1777,  and  the  congre- 
gation attending  is  large  and  respectable.  The  following 
is  a  list  of  the  successive  ministers  from  the  formation  ot 
the  church  to  the  present  time  :— 

"  Jlr.  ArmitBge  had  not  lakcn  vip  liis  resklcnce  in  Clicilcr  many  Aayt, 
Lefote  a  singularly  awful  Proviilc-ncti  spread  an  universal  gloom  over  the  city 
and  vicinity  ;  at  tlie  same  time  the  circumstance  was  overruled  for  valuable 
purposes  to  many.  The  event  is  thus  related  by  Mr.  Armitage  himself : 
"  Immediately  on  my  coming  to  this  place,  I  determined  to  begin  a  Tliuis- 
ilay  evening  lecture,  and  accordingly  published  my  design  on  the  first  .Sabbath- 
day  after  my  arrival.  This  being  rather  an  uncommon  service  among  the 
dissenters  at  Chester,  struck  the  inliabitants  as  a  novelty,  and  c.xcitod  the 
curiosity  of  many  people  to  attend.  I  was  much  perplexed  in  the  interval 
for  a  subject,  nor  was  it  till  just  before  the  time  of  meeting  that  I  could  fix 
upon  a  text.  The  only  words  that  I  could  find  liberty  to  speak  from  at  last, 
were  those  recorded  in  Judges  xiii.  2,').  "  If  the  Lord  were  pleased  to  kill  us, 
he  would  not  have  received  a  burnt  oileting  and  a  meat  oileting  at  our  hands ; 
neither  would  he  have  showed  us  all  these  things  ;  nor  v/ould,  as  at  this  time, 
have  told  us  such  things  as  these."  I  could  not  then  accoujit  for  being  led 
out  of  my  usual  way  of  study  ;  but  the  secret  was  soon  unravelled.  It  hap- 
pened that  a  company  of  strollers  were  the  same  evening  to  exhibit  a  puppet 
show,  in  a  room  adjacent  to  that  in  which  we  were  to  meet  for  the  worship  of 
Ood,  and  at  the  same  time  that  I  was  to  preach.  Blany  debated  in  tlieir 
minds  whether  the  shew  or  the  sermon  would  aflbrd  tlieni  the  greatest  enter, 
tamment.  As  I  was  just  come  to  tov/n,  and  was  entirely  new  to  them, 
several  on  this  ground  resolved  to  hear  me,  and  reserve  their  visit  to  the  pup- 
pet room  for  a  future  evening.  It  was  happy  for  them  that  they  came  to  this 
resolution  ;  for  that  very  night,  the  place  and  about  two  hundred  persons 
were  blown  into  the  air  by  t!ie  explosion  of  gunpowder,  which  had  taken  Rie 
in  a  room  under  tliat  iu  which  lliey  were  assembled.  Tony  were  killed  on 
the  spot,  and  ni.uiy  others  were  most  miserably  scorched  and  mangled. 
Those  wlio  attended  on  inemade  an  apiilication  of  the  text  to  themsilves,  and 
said,  '  If  the  Lord  had  intended  to  kill  us,  he  would  have  permitted  us  M;^.;  lo 
the  piiiipetsliow  ;  but  as  lie  has  .spared  us,  we  will  never  go  .igain.'  ^inne  oi 
these  liave  attended  my  ministry  ever  since,  and  I  trust  not  without  proiil." 


/ 
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Tiic  Rev.  William  Armitagc,  from  1/72  to  \70'}. 

William  Thoi'iK',  now  of  Bristol. 

Rloses  Taylor,  deceased. 

Ebenezer  Wliitc,  deceased. 

John  Reynolds,  now  of  Romsey. 

John  Thorpe,  the  present  minister. 
There  is  an  excellent  Sabbath-school  taught  at  this 
chaj)el,  xnuler  the  direction  of  the  society;  who  have  also  /A^ - 
two  branch  schools,  one  at  liandbridgc,  and  another  at 
Bonghton,  taught  in  the  clia[)el  where  the  late  Rev.  P. 
Oliver  formerly  officiated,  and  ^vhich  is  still  occasionally 
used  for  divine  worship.  The  aggregate  number  of 
scholars  taught  in  these  Sabbath  seminaries,  amounts 
nearly  to  five  hundred. 


ffJKcMti'.in  £13ctIjoiiist  (gfj.ipd, 

{0\i\  Connexion.) 

f<"  h,,/^/  -^-^^  ■«  '\^\\\%  chapel  stands  in  John-street,  and  was   erected 

1  .'..<.,  I/Hi  /-L  /.'•/•■  -  ill   ISll.     It  is  a   large,    well-built,  handsome  structure, 

./,  /..^  ■.^^'^1.^-.  ^<'  \\'\i\\  a  semi-circular  front,  and  three  entrances  ;  two  of 

,  ^     ,  ,  f    ,  which  arc  at  the  west  end,  near  the  city  walls,  from  which 

afliijhtof  steiis  descends  into  the  chapel-vard  :  the  other, 

'""  M'hich  is   the  principal  one,   is   from  John-street.     It  is 

.    <,...^--    L.,-U^,^,^  .-i-  gallcried  on  three  sides,  and  behind  the  pulpit  is  a  large 

-    /"•'-'■•- '""i;^ '-A^  orchestra,  for  the  accommodation  of  a  body  of  singers. 

\,^.^   ^-^i.L..^  /o  ^^^  The  introduction  of  methodism  into  this  city  occurred 

'.wf  /,.  L^--^    tL  >'■<•{■..<>  about  the  year  1750;  and  the  first  preacher  who  visited 

,    I   n         ■  ,      ,  the  neighbourhood  was  a  Mr.  John  Bennct.     He  com- 

,.,     U.f-   I;.-    fi.>..  U,.-<A-,  ^  ,.11 

^  nienced  his  labours  at  Huntington-hall,  in  the  neighbour- 

-  y....>..     ^.^.^.  ^,    ^,,.^  hood,  then  the  residence  of  Mr.  George  Cotton;  from 

v-.-o.^^v,,  <•  j^^.i'  u/  ,  ^ijence  the  preaching  was  removed  to  the  house  ol  Mi'. 

■  ^,  ,,1.^'L.^L.  J.  il^-i  liiehard  Jones,  in  Love-lane,  within  the  city,  where  a 

t  ./    ,._„.v-.,.    I  h.    ..-^.;'  s(H-iety   uas  first  ibrnieil.     The  house   apiiroju-iatcil    lor 

«.  ■'      ..<.'...  .,i'.'. -'   //,..,  ihch'  \\or.>hi[)   soon   bccoiniug  too   small    to  contain  the 

■J ...J^^cyW-^^  .  numbers  who  came   to  hear,   the  society    procured  and 

/         ,       ^*-";//',/;,  fitted  up  a  capacious  barn,  in  Martin's  Ash,  situated  on 

'."   /    ^  ^^   ^     '■>  -y  the  sdudi  side  of  the   church  of  St,  Martin,  from  ^vlll(■h 

O        ,..lU  .W         e...,^,>lj  .^-«  ^■•■•^/'-  '-         .-Vf  4  .>.,y  l,:..c!.,^o        /,•,./  /A-x-  :''/.- 
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time  they  were  regularly  suj)plied  with  travelhng  preach- 
ers, and  where  the  Rev.  John  Wesley  frequenliy  vibiicd 
them  in  his  annual  excursions.     It  does  not  appear  that 
during  tliis  time  the  society  were  remarkable  as  to  their 
numbers,  or  their  respectability;  hut  after  remaining  at 
Martin's  Ash  for  somewhat  more  than  a  dozen  years,  they 
had  suft'icient  credit  to  obtain  520/.  upon  bond,  with 
which  they  erected,  in  \7G^>  the  Octagon  chapel,  near 
the  Barrs  in  Foregate-strcet,  which  they   continued   to 
occupy  as  their  place  of  worship,  until  their  removal  to 
John-street,  as  above-noticed.     The  congregation  attend- 
ing this  cha})el  is  both  numerous  and  respectable  ;  tliough 
it  has  been   considerably  reduced  in  the  present  year,  l)y 
the  secession   of  many  members  of  the  society,  who  have 
united  themselves  with  the  New  Methodist  connexion  in 
the  city,  in  consecpicnce  of  what  they  deemed  an  unjusti- 
fiable assumj)tion  of  authority  on  the  part  of  the  preachers 
and  some  of  the   trustees,   in  relation  to  the  Sabbath- 
schools,  of  which  they  had  the  management.  The  ministers 
are  itinerant  preachers,   who  sometimes  continue  in  u 
circuit  for  one,  and  sometimes  for  iivo  years ;  though  the 
iiresent  preachers  (Messrs.  Jackson  and  Rayner),  proba- 
bly for  special  reasons,  by  tlie  appointment  of  conference, 
are  Lotk  to  remain  in  the  circuit  for  three  years — cer- 
tainly a  very  unusual  occurrence. — On  the   south-west 
angle  at  the  back  of  the  chapel,  there  is  a  good  school 
built,  consisting  of  two  suries,  'v.\  which  children  arc 
taught  to   read   on   the   Sabbath-day.     The   number  of 
scholars  taught  here  is  130*.     Att;iohed  to  this  society  is 
also  a  good  lirick  building  in  Back  Brook-street,  in  which 
there  is  a  flourishing  Sabbath-school,  comprising  not  less 
than  320*  children.     The  ground  for  this  building,  and  a 
liberal  sum  of  money,  were  given  by  an  opulent  and 
benevolent  individual-  of  the    city  ; — and   by   the  public 
lllierality,    (he  whole  debt  has  been  I'Mingui^lici!,  ^o  that 
llie  school   now   stantl^    u-ilhout  any  other  incumbrance 
iliau   what  arises  from  the   purchase  of  books  used  for 
teaching.  , 

*  TlicM.Mium'ui'rt  arc  givi.li  liy  il;;  ■  ;i'u'i'inund;iiu;. 
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There  is  also  a  small  chapel  in  Hamilton-place,  be- 
longing to  Jolni-sireet  society,  in  which  their  doctrines 
aro'prcachcd  in  the  Welsh  language. 


CatsUvau  ilBctljoDist  Clj.ivt!, 

(NeK  Conncirion.) 

Tills  Structure   is   situated   in    Trinity-street,  but  h 
-reatly  inferior  to  that  in  John-street,  both  in  dimensions 
and  general  appearance.     It  was  built  in  1/94,  by  a  party 
of  the  Old  Methodists,  who  wished  to  have  the  sacrament 
administered  to  them  by  their  own  ministers,  and  preach- 
ing in  chnrch  hours— arrangements  strongly  resisted  by 
the    Octagon    trustees,    but  which    were   subsequently 
adopted  by   that   portion  of  the  society  who  continued  to 
worship  there.     In  the  religious  struggles  accompanying 
vhe  efforts  of  the  Trinity-street  people  to  obtahi  their 
object,  u  final  separation  took  place  between  them  and 
their  brethren  of  the  Octagon,  the  ministers  of  the  latter 
refusing  to  continue  to  preach  in  their  chupel,  unless  they 
would  abandon  what  they  contended  for.     Thus  deserted, 
the  people  were  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  availing  them- 
selves of  occasional  ministers,  who  supplied  them  until 
the  year  1797,  when  they  joined  themselves  with  a  large 
body  of  the  Methodists,    ^^•ho   separated  themselves  m 
various  parts  of  the  kingdom  from  the  old  connexion,  and  . 
became  a  distinct  body;  and  whose  object  was  to  elfect  ■ 
what  they  deemed  a  reformation  in  regard  to  the  power 
and  authority  of  their  preachers,  the  management  of  then- 
funds,   and   the  general  government  of  their   societies. 
With  this  body,  which  by  way  of  distinction,  IS  denomi- 
nated   the    New    Methodist    Connexion,    Trinity-street 
chapel  has  since  continued  to  be  united.     The  society  is 
less  numerous  than  that  of  John-street,  but  it  is  at  present 
in  a  stale  of  ccmsiderable  improvement,  and  the  congre- 
gations have  lately  become  so  numerous,  that  an  enlarged 
chapel  is  become  necessarv,  for  the  erection  ot  winch  a 
stiitablc  plot  of  ground  is  in  search  of.    The  ministers. 
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lik'c  those  of  John-Street,  arc  ithicraiit,  and  rcfcive  tlieir 
ajipointniciUs  from  the  annual  conference.  The  present. 
preachers  arc  tlie  Revels.  B.  Eai'nshaw,  and  H.  Seals. — 
Connected  with  this  society  arc  tin'ce  excellent  Sabbath- 
schools,  one  taught  in  the  chapel,  one  in  Bridijfe-strcet, 
and  the  other  in  a  new  building  in  IJandbridge,  which  is 
also  used  as  a  preaching-house  on  the  Sabbath  evenings. 
The  two  latter  were  formerly  united  with  John-street 
society;  but  from  which  they  were  sejtarated  in  the  seces- 
sion already  referred  to. — Number  of  children  taught  in 
these  schools,  upwards  of  four  hundred. 


.„  ,         ■:,..,  \'  Is  situated  in   Forcgate- street,  near   the   Barrs,  and  as 

'■- .  ■  .  -/■  ■■■■-■  ji'         '  °  '  /      "^ 

V.'.;  already  stated,   was  built  in   1765,  by  the  VVesleyan  Me-    .    //"    , 

thodists.    Upon  the  removal  of  the  society  to  John-street,     .-^  r-^' 

it  was  purchased,  and  has,  since  that  time,  been  occupied 

by  its  present  possessors.    The  congregation  was  col- 

1-^  "      lectcd    by  the  labours    of  the  late  Rev.    P.    Oliver,    a 

i??   ^1     •  ^     clergyman  of  the  established  church,  who  embraced  the 

';■*  %  ----     religious   sentiments   of  the  celebrated    Mr.  \Miitfield. 

J^. "       '-_J!fri#  ■  '^"^''''  gi'iulcman   converted  some  out-buildings  near  his 

!vn '  ;  ,!''-v^  ■' ^' :  '  house  in  Boughton,   into  a  chapel,  where  he  officiated 

"'  '■'      until  his  death,  Milhout  any  other  reward,  than  the  grati- 

,     V  .'>        cation  of  diffusing  among  his  poor  neighbours,  according 

,;■  -'i'^      to  the   best  of  his  judgment,  the  spirit  and  principles  of 

,  j|4\;  -.'';      cvatigelical  truth.     At  his  death  he  bequeathed  the  chapel 

''•^*^  ,  ;>'     to  his  congregation  for  a  term  of  years;  but  upon  tlieir 

;•  '«'  f-\    removal  to  the  Octagon,  they  sold  their  interest  in  it,  and 

-;    it  has  since  been  used  as  a  Sunday-school,  by  thelndepend- 

':>:-:i^»^^»^j-:-.  .'■'.■.;t'if^/W"''M' •'  '■'"''  society, of  Queen-street;  and  occasionally  as  ai-dacc 

'^"^^'i^M^^^^^^  of  worship   by   that   respectable   body  of  people.     The 

^        "9     '     '  congregatioa  at   the  Octagon  is  considerable,  and   is  in 

io;,ni,i-. 'ill   iiuun'i,-.\..u  connexion  ^-ilh  the  societies  which  were  under  the  patro- 

•..■     ,  ,;."■,.■    ■"■'•;•■  nage  of  the  late  Countess  of  Huntingdon.     The  Rev.  J. 

?''■,."  '-' tV;  .lJ•;■',l1^■'■"„,^^,■;" '••V'.f'.   ■      Bridgenum   (who  has  a  house  adjoining  the  chaj)cl),  and 

'I'Z  :  't  ,'^:.'.■. "•"■''  "''""■ '"'  ""■"'  "  ■'■ ''  ^^^^'  ^^'^^'-  ■'•  V\'illiam«,  are  the  present  oflicialing  ministers. 


■  i.,.,  :- 
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Have  two  cliaiicls,  one  in  lUuiiiltou-place ;  a  small,  but 
ooinniodiotis  bficU  building,  which  was  erected  in  180G, 
hut  the  congregation  have  no  stated  minister.  Tlie  other 
stands  in  l'e|ipcr-street ;  it  is  built  with  stone,  in  a  neat 
style,  and  was  erected  in  1827.  'I'lc  Rev.  John  Sim  is 
the  pastor,  but  the  congregation  is  small. 


El)C  Caclsl)  Calljiuist  ;£!).ip;l 

Is  a  good  brick  building,  and  stands  on  the  north  side 
of  Commonhall-street ;  it  was  opened  lor  public  ser- 
vice on  tiie  12th  of  Noveaibei',  1820.  The  society  con- 
sists of  about  120  menibcrs,  and  the  indiviiluals  taught 
ill  the  chapel,  are  about  100  scholars,  chiefly  adidts,  who 
learn  to  read  Welsh.  There  are  also  two  English  Sab- 
bath-schools connected  with  this  chapel — one  in  Further 
Northgatc-street,  and  the  other  at  Saughall,  each  contain- 
ing about  50  children.  The  public  services  in  this  place 
are  performed  in  the  ancient  British  language.  Mr. 
Jolin  Parry  principally  olliciatcs  as  the  preacher,  but  is 
occasionally  assisted  by  itinerant  ministers  from  different 
parts  of  the  Principality,  as  directed  by  the  monthly 
meetings  of  liie  preachers  and  elders. 


CDinmontjall^stittt  (iTIj.iprl. 
This  place  of  worship  consists  of  a  good  spacious 
room,  ascended  by  a  flight  of  steps  inside,  and  well  fitted 
up  with  pulpit,  seats,  and  benches;  it  nearly  adjoins  the 
shot-manufactory  of  Mr.  Ellis,  in  Cummonhall-strect. 
The  diversity  of  jjcoplc  who  have  occupied  this  room  as  a 
place  of  worship  is  worthy  of  remark.  In  17/2,  as  before 
intimated,  it  was  used  by  the  Independent t:  /  subscipicntly 
by  the  H'cslcycui  j\Iethudisl6 ;  then  by  the  BuptUts,  A\ho 
M'ith  the  Ixcv.  Mr.  Aston  as  their  minister,  occupied  it 
for  several  years  ;  and  lastly,  in  1808,  it  was  adopted  by 
Rlr.   Wilco.x'on,  and  a  part  of  the  congregation  formerly 
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bclon.'^Ing- to  the  late  Mr.  Oliver,  aiul  liy  tliem  it  is  still  oc- 
eupied.  Mv.  Wilcoxon  ofliciatcs  as  the  minister,  without 
jiccuiiiary  emolument:,  whose  congregation  is  very  nu- 
merous. 


eTlit  IxontaiT  Citljolic  (Slj.ipcl 

Is  situated  on  the  west  side  of  Queen-street.  It  is  a  small 
but  handsome  briek  building,  witii  an  elegant  doric  por- 
tico, supported  by  four  light  stone  pillars  in  front,  and 
was  built  in  1799.  The  congregation  is  respectable,  and 
has  greatly  increased  since  the  erection  of  the  chapel. 
The  Rev.  John  Briggs  is  the  present  priest. 


'I'his  is  a  plain  building,  capable  of  accommodating 
several  hundred  persons,  M'ith  a  burial  ground  in  front; 
and  stands  on  the  east  side  of  Frodsham-'street.  It  is  one 
of  the  oldest  dissenting  places  now  existing  in  the  city,  if 
not  the  7nost  ancient.  Dr.  Pigot,  in  his  History  of  Ches- 
ter, gives  the  year  1/02  as  the  period  of  its  erection, 
which  is  two  years  after  the  building  of  Matthew  Henry's 
chapel  in  Crook-street ;  but  1  am  inclined  to  think,  from 
a  passage  in  Clarkson's  Memoirs  of  William  Fenn,  that  it 
was  in  existence  at  least  thirteen  years  before  that  struc- 
ture. The  biographer  says,  "Among  the  places  he  (\V. 
Penn)  visited  in  Cheshire,  was  Chester  itself.  The  king 
(James  second)  who  was  then  travelling,  arriving  there 
at  the  same  time,  went  to  Ihe  Mecibig  House  of  the 
Quakers*  to  hear  him  iireach."  This  was  in  1GS7.  By 
a  coiiimunication  from    one    of  the    intelligent    Frieiuls 

*  In  Gough's  History  of  the  Qu,il;cis,  the  origin  of  this  aiipcUatioii  is 
thus  statal :_"  It  was  daring  his  (George  Fox's)  imprisonment  here  (Der'oy) 
Ki.-Hl,  tluu,  hicUling  Gorvas  Bcniu-t  (one  of  tlic  justices  who  comniiited  him) 
and  iliose  in  eomjiany  witli  him,  trnnble  at  the  nord  of  ihe  Lord;  Bennet, 
turning  tliis  expression  into  a  suhject  of  ridicule,  in  derision  gave  G.  Fox 
and  his  friends  the  aiipellation  of  •■'mkcys,  by  wliich  name  tliis  people  liave 
ever  since  been  distinguished." 
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residing  at  Liverpool,  I  am  also  assured,  '•'  that  th  ere  was  a 
iiu'ctiiiij-liouse  in  Cliestcr  in  1770jat  the  time  Dr.  Riittcr's 
ancestors  resided  there."  But  whatever  was  the  precise 
period  when  the  meeting-hoiisc  was  built,  it  is  certain, 
that  there  was  a  society  in  the  city  as  early  as  the  middle 
of  the  l/th  ccntuiy.  In  the  life  of  George  Fox,  under 
date  of  1657,  that  zealous  cliampion  of  the  body  writes: 
"  From  Wrexham  we  came  to  West  Chester,  and  it  being 
the  fair-time,  wc  staid  there  awhile,  and  visited  Friends  " 
an  expression  indicative  of  their  existence  here  at  that 
time.  ]3ut  still  stronger  evidence  of  this  fact  may  be  col- 
lected from  the  subsequent  recitals  in  this  article. 

From  the  year  1650,  when  the  society  -was  in  its 
infancy,  and  throughout  the  Protectorate,  this  harmless 
jieople  endured  an  uninterrupted  series  of  persecution, 
both  in  their  persons  and  property.  No  sooner  had  the 
various  sectaries,  who  liad  raised  the  standard  of  re\'olt, 
for  the  avowed  purpose  of  obtaining  liberty  of  conscience, 
obtained  possession  of  power,  than  they,  in  their  turn, 
became  tyrants,  and  imposed  pains  and  penalties  upon  all 
Avho  diflered  from  them  in  theological  sentiments.  The 
Quakers  were  especially  marked  as  objects  of  persecution, 
both  by  the  ruling  powers,  and  the  intolerance  of  the 
populace  ;  and  there  are  few  places  in  the  kingdom 
wherein  they  suflered  greater  severities,  than  in  the  city 
of  Chester.  This  fact  is  but  partially  known,  because  on 
the  one  band,  the  Friends  have  taken  but  little  pains  in 
publishing  the  cruelties  exercised  against  them,  and  on 
the  other,  the  books  in  %vhich  their  harsh  treatment  has 
been  exhibited,  have  been  but  very  little  read.  It  is  no 
part  of  my  [)rovince  to  write  their  history :  but  a  icw 
instances  of  the  persecutions  they  suffered  in  Chester  will 
not  be  out  of  place,  particularly  as  they  develope  some 
circumstances  of  a  curious  nature  relating  to  the  city, 
but  very  imperfectly  known  in  the  present  day.  Ik^ides, 
whatever  tends  to  show  the  cruelty  and  intolerance  of 
times  gone  by,  can  never  fail  to  render  more  dear  to  us 
the  inestimable  blessings  we  now  enjoy,  in  the  seciu'c 
possession  of  our  civil  and  religious  pi-ivileges. 


1()S  III.STOUY  OK  CUKSTER. 

Ill  a  work,  entitled  "  An  abstract  of  the  suHVrings  o( 
tiic  people  called  QuaUers,  far  the  testimony  of  a  i,'ooii 
conscience,"  (2  vols.  8vo.  1/33)  is  an  enumeration  of 
about  twenty  cases,  in  which  Friends  were  visited  by  the 
civil  magistrates  of  Chester  with  fine,  imprisonment,  or 
banishment,  for  the  following  offences — non-payment  of 
tythes;  for  not  paying  steeple- house  rates;  refusing  to 
swear  ;  going  to  meeting;  declaring  the  truth  in  siecple- 
honses  and  streets,  and  visiting  the  imprisoned  ;  and  for 
not  2^utti7ig  off  the  hat  — From  this  work,  the  following 
cases  are  selected,  in  the  author's  own  words  : — 

Thomas  Livesey,  for  not  swearing,  liad  a  cow  taken  from  Iiira  worili 
&0s.  and  for  the  same  cause  suffered  six  weeks  and  five  days  imprisonment. 

Thomas  llohue,  being  at  a  meeting  in  Chcster,'on  the  lOth  of  the  1st 
month,  I'iolS,  and  preacliing  there,  was  by  the  mayor  sent  to  tlie  common 
j^aol,   kept  about  six    weeks,   and   much   abused  and  beaten  by  tlie  wicked 

drunken  gaoler Kichard    Hickcock.    for    being  at  tljc  same  meeting,  was 

imprisoned  fifteen  weeks,  and  Edward  Jl organ  nine  weeks. 

Richard  Hickcock,  for  speaking  to  the  people  in  a  stecplc-house  at 
Chester,  after  the  priest  had  ended  his  sermon,  was  committed  to  prison  by 
tlio  mayor,  who  ordered  the  keeper  to  lay  him  in  irons  in  a  dark  slinking 
place  called  dead  man's  room,'  wlicre  they  used  to  put  persons  condemned  to 
die  ;  in  which  place  and  condition  he  was  kept  above  thirteen  weeks  from  his 
wife  and  many  children,  the  place  being  so  nasty,  tliat  a  snake  and  other 
venomous  creatures  were  seen  tlierein  ;  and  'twas  thought  liis  cruel  confine- 
ment would  have  been  his  death,  had  not  one  George  Minshall,  a  servant  of 
the  Trotector,  a  man  of  a  merciful  disposition,  who  came  tliiiher  at  a  general 
sessions  for  the  county,  been  iulbrmcd  of  the  poor  man's  usage,  and  Ijy  an 
habeas  corpus  brought  him  before  the  judge,  who  finding  his  imprisonment 
illegal,  set  him  at  liberty. 

Richard  Scostroph,  for  exhorting  people  to  repentance  in  the  streets  of 
Chester,  was  put  into  Littlc-Eascf  and  the  next  day  sent  by  the  mayor  to 
Bridewell. 


I  pdssed  upon  tlieni.    See  vol.  i.  p.  3J0. 

+  I  have  nol  met  Willi  any  account  of  lliis  rorlartaii  place  of  punisliment  in  anrol 
our  local  histories  ;  but  1  liave  no  hesitation  in  saying.  th;U  U  was  situated  iir.rfer  the 
North-gate  prison,  and  adjoining  llie  dead  vtan'irooin.  A  gentleman  of  the  city,  with 
whom  1  have  conversed,  informs  me,  tlial  lie  h;is  a  perfect  recollection  of  a  hollow  cx- 
c.w.ition  onlllcsideoflhcrock,in  pasiing  from  the  bottom  of  the  cellar  stops  towa,-di 
this  duhK.on,  unsiYi'iahK'  t..  the  li<llowUi«  Jcieription.  The  description  itself,  which  i. 
Sld.joined,  is  copied  from  a  note  in  the  work  whence  the  above  extract  is  taken,  nnj 
reads  thus  :— "This  J.irllc-iiVise  was  a  hole  hewed  out  in  a  rock  ■,  the  breadth  and  cross 
from  side  to  side,  is  seventeen  inches  from  the  back  to  the  inside  of  the  great  door  ;  at 
the  lop  seven  inches,  at  the  shoulders  eight  iiiihes,  and  the  breast  nine  inrhcs  and  a 
half;  from  the  top  to  the  bottom,  one  yard  and  a  half ;  with  a  device  to  lessen  the  height 
as  they  arc  minded  to  torment  the  person  put  in,  by  draw-boards  which  shout  over 
.(Cross  the  two  side:,  to  ayald  in  height  or  llieieabuuts." 
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Thomas  YarwooJ,  for  exhorting  thu  mayor  anil  aldermen  (as  they  wcrc 
going  10  a  customary  feast,  with  music  playing  before  tliein)  to  viind  kIicthIh 
tnic  chrislianitij  stood,  ivhich  was  hi  triw  holiness  mid  the  fear  of  the  Lord, 
was  for  so  doing  sent  to  LiltU-Ease,  »iul  kept  there  live  liuurs,  by  wliich  he 
was  mucli  l)ruiscil  ami  hurt,  being  but  a  weak  sickly  man. 

Uioi.  'WilUam  Simpson,  going  to  a  stcepk-hous,!  called  St.  John's  in 
Clicster,  though  he  spake  not  till  tlic  priest  had  done,  was  by  the  mayor 
ordered  to  bo  set  in  the  stocks,  and  when  taken  out  again,  was  sent  to  Litllc- 
.Easc,  where  they  kept  him  nine  liours.  The  next  day,  for  cxpostulaiing 
with  tlic  mayor  about  the  injustice  of  his  usage,  lie  was  sent  to  the  same  place 
again,  after  lie  had  i)een  struck  in  the  lace,  in  the  mayor's  presence,  by  one 
of  the  sherifis,  so  that  he  bled  very  much. 

Jtiehard  Sale,  for  speaking  to  a  priest  in  the  street  at  Ciiester,  on  the  lt!i 
of  the  11th  month,  1(J5G,  was  by  the  mayor's  orders  put  into /.ij((t>.i?(ije, 
and  kept  tliere  about  eight  hours.  And  on  the  8th  of  tlic  iirst  month  follow, 
ing,  for  preaching  in  the  streets,  was  kept  in  Little-Ease  aforesaid  four  hours. 
Tliis  poor  man,  being  pretty  corpulent,  could  not  be  put  into  that  narrow 
hole  wit!iout  much  violence,  so  that  four  men  had  much  ado  to  thrust  hint 
in,  and  at  several  times  by  the  crushing  of  liira,  the  blood  gushed  out  of  his 
mouth  atid  nose.  His  health  by  iliis  frequent  barbarity  was  much  impaired, 
and  his  body  and  legs  swelled,  so  that  he  languished  about  two  months,  aficr 
this  last  lime  of  his  being  put  there,  and  then  died  in  the  Cth  monili,  l(i."j7, 
imputing  the  cause  of  his  death  to  the  cruelly  of  his  persecutors. 

John  Lawson,  John  Badela,  and  licnry  Murray,  for  going  intoas(ef^/c- 
house  witli  tlieir  hats  on,  thcugli  they  spake  not  a  word  there,  were  kept  in 
prison  twenty-four  weeks ;  one  of  'em  was  put  in  the  stocks,  and  tl'.e  other 
two  were  sorely  beaten. 

Richard  Hubberthorn,  coming  to  Chester  about  the  2!Jih  of  tlie  !nh 
month,  1U03,  to  visit  Jolm  Law.son,  tlien  in  prison,  was  sent  for  by  the 
nutyor,  out  of  the  house  where  he  lodged,  and  committed  to  prison,  and  there 
detained  eiglit  days. 

IC.jC.  Edward  Morgan,  a  citizen  of  Chester,  had  a  servant  viho  stole  a 
.piece  of  leather  from  liim  ;  the  mayor,  being  informed  of  it,  and  desirous  to 
ensnare  Edward,  sent  for  them  both,  and  because  Edward  appeared  before 
hitn  with  his  hat  on,  and  could  not  swear,  the  thief  was  discharged,  and 
Edward  himself  committed  to  prison,  wliere  !ie  was  kept  eleven  weeks,  and 
then  privately  released.  In  the  time  c-f  his  impri.sonment  he  sent  a  letter  to 
the  mayor,  by  one  Deborah  Aladdocks,  \vl>o  finding  him  in  the  Pentice, 
delivered  the  letter,  but  for  doing  her  errand  too  bluntly,  and  coming  irrevc- 
rcntly  (as  he  called  it)  before  magistrates  (for  it  seems  she  did  not  make  him 
a  courtcsie),  he  sent  her  by  a  constable  to  Liltle-Ease,  v/liere  she  was  kept 
about  four  hours. 

^V'e  shall  close  the  present  account  of  this  city  with  the  peculiar  case  of 
Anthony  llutchins,  a  tanner  in  Chester,  who  having  taken  an  account  in 
wriling  tif  tlie  suirerings  of  the  people  called  Quakers  there,  which  was  after- 
wards pul'lislud  in  print,  he  s.'nt  the  manuscript  copy  therenf  liist  to  the 
mayor,  wlio  put  tlie  bearer  of  it  into  iiff/t-Ensc,  and  about  leu  days  after, 
being  the  j;th  of  the  7tli  month,  the  said  Anthony  llutchins  was  sent  for  by 
constables  to  aj.pcar  before  the  ni.nyor,  recorder,  and  another  justice  of  the 
peace,  who,  having  a  copy  of  the  booli  belbre  them,  proceeded  to  his  exami- 
lllere  follows  the  examination  at  length,]  His  examination  being 
id  Ik-  retusing  to  lind  .sureties,  was  committed  to  gaol /or  JuriJnij  a 
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hh.l,  whercm,  as  they  said,  fie  had  reproaclud  Iko  vmj,,tvaU,  and  .nUdsUr. 
of  Chester.  After  he  lincl  been  thirty-two  days  in  [.ilson,  the  "cnernl  .e.Mons 
tor  the  county  coming  on,  lie  iv.is  by  habeas  eorpns  removed  to  answer  the 
lav;  belorc  the  judges,  who  makin^^  due  enquiry  into  the  matter,  ..nd  jud.'in.. 
the  cause  of  his  commitment  insufficient,  discharged  him;  althou-li^he 
before  them,  asserted  the  truth  of  all  he  had  written,  which  he  af.cnvards 
printed  under  the  title  of,  A  D.darrUion  of  the  Sufferings  of  the  Saints  in 
Vtuster ;  m  which  book  are  many  of  the  accounts  herein  before  giver. 

From  the  precotling  accounts  it  would  sccni,  iliat  tlic 
-^'■'""^•^'  «'cre  fl.ni.crly  more  numi.Tous  than  ihcy  are  at 
[)resent ;  atid  it  api)ears  from  a  passage  in  Thomas  Story's 
Journal,  that  in  l/l?  he  "attended  mcetiiuj  in  a  lar^c 
place  called  the  Tennis  Court,  being  tlie  place  provided 
tor  the  yearly  meeting."  During  the  last  thirty  years, 
I  the  resident   members  attending  the  meeting  here  iiave 

varied  from  ten  to  fifteen:  but  by  removals  raid  otiicr 
causes,  they  are  now  sonicwhat  less.  Neither  are  the 
visits  of  travelling  ministers  so  frequent  as  formerlv,  but 
whoa  they  do  occur,  their  public  meetings  are  numerously 
attended  by  jicoj^ie  of  other  denominations. 

2ri;c  IPrlmttibi;  rpuljctiists,  or  Kar.tcw, 

I   (  .  ,.f,,  ,   -  •i^;'^''-'  a  small  chape!  iu  3tcam-mil!-sireet,  near  the  iiarrs, 

c     la:,^^  erected  about  the  year  1825.     The  body  to  which  they 

,  n  ■  .    .:,..  h(t\Q^^g  has   very   considerably   increased  witliii!  ilje  las't 

,,^^     ^       j_  f^^"''  y^'i'?)   an<i  now   consists  of  nearly -10,000  membcr.s, 

'"/|''f<-''"c»t  parts  of  l!ic   kingdom.     Tiiis   sect   had   its 

origin  with  about  forty  iadividL:al.=,  wlio  se;;aiatcd  theni- 

selves  from  the  Old  Metliodist  connexion,  at  Eur^lem,  in 

-"   -'•'  '^  ■'  Statfordshire,  about  1 305.     Their  fa st  and  principal  ])lace 

SJA/  ^'  worsliij)  '.vas  at  the  villa.ge  uf  Tunstall,  a  mile  from 

Burslem,  wi,cre   ihey  remained  localized,  fill  about  the 

year  1818,   when    they   began   to   spread 'themselves   in 

distant  parts   of  the  nation,  and  are  now  risen  to  tl;e 

above  numbers.     In  Stafibrdshirc,  they  v.-ere  first  called 

Clowsitcs,  irum   H'iHuti,:    Chnucs,  one  uf  their  priiic![)al 

inxachers;   they  derived  tlie  name  of /Aw;«'s  irom  ilieir 

loiu!  ami  vociferous  mode  of  worship ;  but  they  disUn- 

guish  ihcmselves  by  the  cognomen  of  Primitive  lildho- 

({i.^l",  atleciing  to  follow  the  exan;-)!-  ^C  the  earlviiscip'c-; 

ol  the  ilev.  John  VVeslev. 
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0t'iM  Di'iDGC  oua-  lijc  Dtt. 

Tmr,  blupeiulons  structure,  tliough  iiut  conipiclctl  at 
viic  liaio  i  write  (Nov.  1830),  is  risjiug  into  magnificence  ; 
the  centres  all  fi.xed,  and  several  courses  of  r.tone  laid 
upon  the  arch. 

The  obstacles  and  the  opposition  which  preceded  this 
muiertakihg,  as  well  as  the  way  in  which  they  were  over- 
come, have  already  been  stated.  It  is  more  than  pvoba- 
)ik',  as  before  observed,  t'lat  Ironi  the  period,  wiien  the 
late  Thomas  Harrison,  Esq.  was  employed  as  ilie  comity 
architect,  about  the  year  1733,  the  present  bridge  formed  a 
part  of  i!i;il  grand  scheme  of  improvements  which  arc 
now  uu  the  point  of  completion,  hi  the  vicinity  of  our 
county  liall.  Under  the  direction  of  that  eminent  indivi- 
dual, a  iiiodcl  of  the  bridge  was  constructed,  which  for 
several  years  v.'as  exhibited  in  tlie  grand  jury-room  of  the 
shire- hall.  According  to  this  design,  the  bridge  consists 
of  one  main  arcli,  v/ith  a  small  dry  arcli,  or  towing-path, 
on  each  side,  by  which  a  land  communication  is  preserved 
on  both  sides  the  river.  The  great  distinguishing  fea- 
ture of  this  edifice  is  the  unparalleled  v,idth  of  the  chord 
or  span  of  the  main  arch,  Avhich  is  of  greater  e.vtcnt  than 
that  of  any  other  ever  known  to  be  constructed.*     TliC 

*  The  following  is  a  list  of  stono  bridges,  whose  Icngtli  ot  sj-.-m  in  ihc 
nrch  bears  tlie  nearest  approach  to  that  of  Chcsier : — 


Viuille  iiriomlc  ., 

I'hn 

(;i,;n.K- 

lavm.r 

Castoll  N'ethio... 

Xournon 

Claix 

Pont-y-ty-pry[lil 


AUier,  Briouile . 
Danube,  ijnabia 
l/I'.vauh,  i'nnici 
A:;ont,  Jjavour. . 
Atlii;e,  Verona,, 
Doiix,  France  . . 
Drac,  Grenoble.. 
Taafo,  Glam. . . . 


laafeet. 
Jliil.... 
.I(i0.... 

,ii(;n.... 
jlGrt.... 
,107.... 
,100.... 


Grenicr 

Wicbeking 
(iaripuy  .. 
S.ic^e*. 


M04! 
17!I3 


ICllj 
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cxccuiioii  oC  tlie  jn-ojcct  rcijuiroil  :i  (laiiiit;-  nonius,  k|u:i! 
to  the  boldness  oC  the  conception  ;  and  a  competent  un- 
dertaker \ras  found  in  the  jicrson  of  Mr.  Trubaliini',  a 
gentleniuii  of  Stafrordshirc,  who  has  been  e.\tensi\eiy 
concerned  in  tlic  building  of  bridges,  and  other  public 
edifices.  A  variety  of  o[)hiions  have  j)revailed  as  to  the 
practicability  of  a  succcsslul  result ;  but,  as  it  approaches 
the  test  of  security,  tlie  doubts  of  those  \vho  were  the  most 
sceptical,  are  assuming  the  sentiments  of  assured  confi- 
dence. 

The  act  for  building  the  bridge  and  opening  the 
approaches,  v>\is  obtained  in  the  session  of  1825,  in  which 
seven  years  were  allowed  for  their  completion  ;  but  it 
was  not  till  the  inoulli  of  August,  1327,  tiiat  the  bridge 
commissioners  entered  into  contract  with  Mr.  Trubsliaw- 
for  the  execution  of  the  work,  '{'he  terms  of  tlic  contract 
were,  for  the  erection  of  tlie  bridge,  29,000/.,  and  i'or 
forming  the  approaches  7000/,,  making  a  total  of  30,000/. 
Mr.  Jesse  Haitley,  of  Liverpool,  was  appointed  the  sur- 
veyor. Of  this  bridge,  the  first  stone  was  laid  on  the  1st 
of  October  in  the  same  year,  by  the  Right  Hon.  Earl 
Grosvenor,  accompanied  by  the  mayor,  the  members  ot 
the  corporation,  and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  prin- 
cipal gentry  and  others  of  the  city  and  neiglibourhood  ; 
and  in  the  evening,  a  splendid  dinner  was  given  at  the 
Royal  Hotel,  to  commemorate  the  event. 

Of  the  dimensions  of  this  magnificent  structure,  with 
some  particulars  of  its  composition,  the  following  is  an 
accurate  delineation: — The  chord  or  span  of  the  arch  is 
■iwo  iiuNBiiED  feet,  a  capacity,  as  before  observed,  une- 
qualled in  the  globe.  Height  of  the  arch  from  the  s[)ring- 
ing  line,  40  feet. — Dimensions  of  the  main  abutments  48 
feet  wide  by  40 ;  with  a  dry  arch,  as  a  towing-path  on 
each  side,  20  feet  wide,  flanked  with  immense  wing  walls, 
to  supi>ort  the  embanknu^nt.  The  whole  length  ot  road- 
way, olO  feet.— Width  of  the  bridge  from  otnside  the 
|)ura[iet  walls,  3^)  feet  0  inches,  divided  thus  :  carriage 
road,  24  feet ;  the  two  causeways,  9  feet ;  thickness  ot 
the  paniinr  VwdU.  2  feet  li  inches.— Altitude,  from  the  top 
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of  the   piiraixH  wnll,  lo  the  river  at  low  watrr-mark,  GG 
feet  6  hielies. 

Of  the  ftone  u^^cii  in  tlie  diflereiit  [larf;  of  llie  bri(t!,^e, 
the  followuip;  is  an  analysis  :— The  si)rinL;ers  of  the  ardi, 
Scotch  i;niiutc;  the  quoins  of  the  arch,  iiine-stone,  from 
Anglesey,  and  from  the  neighbonrhood  of  Btirton-in- 
Kendal,  Westmoreland  ;  tiie  arch-stones,  and  those  in  the 
main  abutments,  toi^etlicr  with  the  casings  of  the  wings, 
are  of  stone  obtained  from  Pcckforton-hills  ;  and  the 
backing  of  the  wings,  and  the  interior  of  the  abutments 
above  the  lateral  pressure  of  the  arch,  and  where  there  is 
no  exposure  to  the  weather,  is  composed  of  stone  got  at 
Hough-green,  near  the  city. 

The  ground  in  Grosvenor-street,  and  that  near  Over- 
leigh,  M'hcre  the  new  line  will  join  the  old  turnpike  road, 
is  nearly  upon  a  level,  but  the  bed  of  the  river  is  upwards 
of  twenty  yards  below  this  level.  The  intermediate  valley, 
formed  by  the  declivity  I'rom  the  entrance  to  the  castle 
to  the  Dee,  and  the  ascent  thence  to  Overleigh,  is  lo  be 
filled  up,  which  at  present  is  but  partially  cllectcd,  so  that 
the  whole  line,  from  Bridge-street  to  the  latter  place,  ^vill 
form  nearly  a  level  surface. 

It  is  confidently  anticipated,  that  a  passage  will  be 
effected  over  the  bridge  by  the  middle  of  1  Sol,  and  that  it 
will  be  finished  lor  all  the  purposes  of  travelling  by  the 
end  of  that  year.  According  to  the  original  plan,  it  was 
intended  that  the  site  of  the  bridge  should  have  been 
about  thirty  yards  higher  up  the  river,  and  that  the  ter- 
mination of  the  new  line  should  join  the  old  turnpike, 
nearly  opposite  the  Wrexham  road.  But  it  was  found, 
upon  examination,  that  no  secure  foundation  could  be 
obtained  on  the  eastern  bank  higher  up  the  river  than 
that  where  the  present  site  is  fixed.  This  difficulty,  in 
connection  with  the  influx  of  the  tides,  gave  an  appear- 
ance of  tardiness  to  the  work  in  its  commencement ;  but 
the  subsc(iuent  activity  and  rapid  advancement  allbrd  a 
reasonable  probability,  that  the  whole  undertaking  will  be 
com[)leted  within  the  period  prescribed  by  the  act  ot 
parli;uneiU, 
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Ordcricus  a=:ci'ibi's  the  erection  oi'  the  castle  of  Ches- 
ter to  William  the  Coi!(|uerur,  in  10G9.  It  was  certainly 
the  palace  of  the  local  nionarchs,  as  well  as  the  chief 
stroni^-h.olil,  and  retained  much  of  the  appearance  of  this 

mixed  eha\-acler  until  the  recent  alterations. 

The  eastie  is  situated  near  tiie  soulh-^v•est  anide  of 
the  city  walU ;  but  the  ground  whereon  it  stands,  as  well 
as  a  small  portion  of  the  vicinage,  was  constituted  a  part  . 
of  the  coimty  palatine,  by  the  charter  of  Henry  VII.  con- 
firmed by  subsequent  acts  of  parliament.  The  upper 
ward  stands  on  very  liigh  ground,  defended  by  natural 
precipices  on  the  south  and  west,  and  by  an  artificial 
elevation  on  the  north.  The  iuicient  ierm  a!:d  dimensions 
of  this  structure,  are  no  more  to  I.e  seen,  but  in  the  de- 
scriplive  pai,e  of  history;  and  I  know  of  no  author  that 
can  be  consulted  willi  umi-c  advantage  on  this  subjeci, 
than  the  accurate  Pennant,  whose  account  1  shall  adopt: 
it  was  written  about  the  year  1777. 

"'J"he  castle  is  comjiosed  of  two  parts,  an  upper  and 

a  lower :  each  with  a  strong  gate,  defcndctl  by  a  round 

bastion   on  each  side,   with  a  ditch,  and  formerly  with 

draw-bridges.     Within  the  precincts  of  the  upper  huUiinn 

\    \  1     !  /  are  to  be  seen  some   towers   of  Norman   architecture, 

\     1       1/  square,  with   square  projections   at   each    corner,   very 

..^.     ^    "'"'         \  ,  slightly   salient.     The   handsomest  is   that  called  Julius 

y\ -  —  —>■  \  Cirsar's.     Its  entrance   is   through   a   large  gothic  door, 

.r-l-  I    /  probably  of  later  workmanship.     The  lowest  room  has  a 

; -'-^^— >vJ  vaulted  roof,  strengthened  with  ordinary  square  couples. 

v^     'I      V  ^  '^'^^  "I'P*^''  ''"'^  ^^"^'^   '"■  cl^H'cl,  as  appears  by  the  holy 

^    '|;1    /  '  water  jiot,  and  some  figures,  almost  obsolete,  painted  on 

1   Vl;^'  :  -     '  the  \valls.     its  dimensions  are  nhieleen  feet  four  inches,^ 

^ i,  by  sixteen  six  ;  the  height  also  sixteen  feet  six.     The  root 

"^ r'  is  vaulted  ;  hut  the  couples,  which  are  rounded,  slender 

I i  and  elegant,  run   down  the  walls,  and  rest  on  the  cornu- 

ted  capitals  of  five  short  but  beautiful  round  pillars,  in 
the  same  style  with  those  in  the  chapter-house  of  the 
cathedral,  probably  the  work  of  the  same  architect.     The 
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arsenal,   some   liaitfric.;,  anii   certain  liabiialjle  biiildiugs, 
oi:cui)y  the  reniuiiuiig  part. 

"  Oil  the  sides  of  the  lower  court  elands  the  noble 
i-oom  called  Hugh  Lxqnis's  hall,  m  which  the  courts  of 
justice  tor  the  county  arc  hekl.  The  Icuyth  is  near  iiiuely- 
uiue  I'eet ;  the  breadth  ibrty-livc ;  the  height  very  awful, 
autl  \vortliy  the  slate  a[)artuient  of  a  great  baron.  The 
roof  supported  by  wood  ^vol•k,  hi  a  bold  style,  carved, 
and  placed  on  the  sides,  resting  on  stout  brackets.  This 
inagnificeut  building  probably  retains  its  original  dimen- 
sions. The  character  of  the  first  Noraian  carl  re(juircd  a 
hall  suited  to  the  greatness  of  his  hosijitality,  which  \vas 
confined  to  no  bounds.*  '  He  was,'  says  Ordericus,  '  not 
'  only  liberal,  but  profuse  ;  he  did  not  carry  a  Ihniily  with 
'  him,  but  an  army.  He  kept  no  account  of  rcceijits  or 
'  disbursements.  He  was  pcr|)etually  wasting  his  estates; 
'  and  was  much  fonder  of  falconers  and  huntsmen  than  of 
'  cultivators  of  land  and  holy  men  ;  and  by  his  gluttony  he 
'  grew  so  excessively  fat,  that  he  could  ijardly  crawl  about.' 

•  Jlr.  Ormerod  is  of  opinion,  tliat  tlie  castle  of  the  Norman  culs  com- 
prised only  tlie  upper  ward,  lie  states  as  a  certainty,  that  the  outer  wall 
of  the  lower  mard  was  ordered  to  ho  erected  four  years  after  the  extinction 
of  tlic  local  earldom  ;  and  that  Ilugli  Lupus's  hall,  contained  in  tliat  ward, 
was  added  at  tlie  same  period.  Tlie  autliority  upon  wliich  Mr.  Ormerod 
relics  for  tiiis  statement  is  the  IbUoiviiig  document,  whicli  he  acltnowledges  to 
have  been  communicated  to  hini  by  S.  Lysons,  Est|.  .-md  whicli  certaiiily 
goes  a  great  way  in  establishing  his  hypothesis : 

'*  Dc  forinseco  Ballio  ct  nova  Aula  Cestria  facicndo, 

Alandatum  est  Alano  Zouclic  Justiciario  Cestriai  quod  murum  foriiiseci 
Ballii  Castri  Ecgis  Cestria;  et  novam  Aulain  Regis  Cestrim  in  eodeni  Castro 
(juai  incepta  sunt  per  visum  proborum  et  Icgalium  Iioniinum  perfici  facial  et 
C'ompotum  quod  ad  hoc  posucrit  Rex  ei  facict  allocari.  Teste  ut  supra  Hex 
apud  Windesoram  20"'  DieAprilis.  Prseterea  habuit  indc  breve  Conipoti  de 
eadem  Data Claus  35'J  Hen.  3»i  m.  14." 

TKANSLATION. 

"  Fur  the  mahinr/  of  the  Outer  Ward  and  ncm  Hull  of  Chester. 
It  is  commanded  to  Alan  la  Zouche,  Justice  of  Cliester,  tli;it  he  eaii.^e 
tlie  wall  of  tlio  outer  ward  of  the  King's  CiiMle  of  Chestcv,  and  the  new  li.dl 
of  the  King  in  ilio  sauic  Cuslle  which  arc  begun,  to  be  liiiished  under  the 
inspection  of  skilful  and  lawful  men.  And  the  ateount  he  may  lay  out 
thereupon,  the  King  will  cause  to  be  allowed  him.  'Witness  as  above  the 
King  at  AViiidsor,  t!ie  LiCth  day  of  April.  JMoreover  he  had  thereof  a  writ  of 
account  of  tlie  same  d.ate Close  Rolls.  Tj  Hrn.  :!.  Skin.  11." 
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"  Adjoiiiiiig-  to  the  cikI  of  tliis  c;re'at  hall  is  the  cmiil 
of  (.'.\'chc(]iiL'r,  or  the  chancery  of  the  comity  paliUiiie  ol' 
Chester.  Thi?  very  building-  is  said  to  have  been  the 
l)arliame!it-house  of  the  little  kings  of  the  palatinate. 
It  savours  of  antiquity  in  the  architecture  ;  and  wilhai 
arc  a  number  of  seats  described  by  Gothic  arches  and 
neat  |)illars ;  at  the  u|)i)ercnd  arc  two,  one  for  the  earl, 
the  other  for  the  abbot.  The  eight  others  were  allotted  to 
his  eight  barons,  and  occupy  one  side  of  the  room. 

"  The  county  gaol   for  felons  and  debtors  is  the  last 
|)Iacc  to  be  described.     I  can  do  little  more  than  confirtn 
the  account   of  it   by  the   humane  Howard.     Their  day 
confinement  is  in  a  little  yard,  surrounded  on  all  sides  by 
'  lofty   buildings,  impervious    to  the  air,   excepting   from 

above,  and  even  unvisitcd  by  the  jnu'ifying  rays  of  the 
sun.  'J'hcir  nocturnal  apartments  are  in  cells  seven  feet 
and  a  half  by  tliree  ami  a  lialf,  ranged  on  one  side  of  a 
subterraneous  dungeon,  in  each  of  which  are  often  lodged 
three  or  four  persons.  The  whole  is  rendered  more 
(wholesomely)  horrible  by  being  pitched  over  three  or 
four  times  in  the  year.  The  scanty  air  of  their  straight 
prison-yard  is  to  travel  thi'ough  three  i)assag'es  to  arrive 
at  them,  througli  the  window  of  an  adjacent  room ; 
through  a  grate  in  the  floor  of  the  said  room  into  the 
dungeon  ;  and  finally,  from  the  dungeon,  througli  a  little 
grate  above  the  door  of  each  of  their  kennels.*  In  such 
places  as  these  arc  the  innocent  and  the  guilty  permitted 
to  be  lodged,  till  the  law  decides  their  fate.f     Mr.  I-]o\var(l 

*  It  will  be  gratifying  to  tlic  humane  iravtllct  to  contrast  tlic  miseries 
here  so  patlictieally  described,  with  the  convenient  and  salubrious  disposition 
of  the  courts  and  apartinents  of  the  present  places  of  confinement. 

■f  Within  the  walls  of  tliis  fortress,  was  an  instance  of  a  felon  sufferin;; 
'  '  prison  forte  ct  dxire,  for  standing  mute  on  his  trial,  till  lie  died  of  liungcr. 

One  Atlam,  son  of  John  of  the  Woodhouses,  was,  in  1310,  tliu  4th  of  Ed- 
ward II.  cDuiuutted  for  burning  his  own  houses,  and  carrying  away  tlie 
goods.  He  stood  nuite  ;  a  jury  as  usual  was  em]iannLUed,  wlio  decided  lliai 
he  could  speak  if  he  pleased.  On  this  he  was  connnittcd  ad  ilklmn  ;  and 
iifterwards  John  le  Morgan,  constable  of  the  castle,  testified  that  the  afoiesaid 
Adam  was  dead  ad  dictam.  This  was  the  origin  of  ttic  puiiislnnent  of  prcs. 
sing  to  dealli,  or  the  jieinc  foitu  cl  dure,  wliieli  seems  a  sort  of  merciful 
hastcimig  of  death  ;  for  it  imis*   liave  been  much  more  liorriMe,  as  well  :.•; 
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compurcs    tlio  i)lace   to  tlie  black-liole  at  Calcutta.     The 
view  I  liacl  of  it  assisted  to  raise  the  idea  of  a  laucli  worse 

prison  ;   ^vllere 

'  No  liylit,  but  rnthtr  cUirkness  visiUlc, 
'  ScrvLil  only  lo  iliscover  sights  of  v/oc'  " 

Such  was  the  castle  of  Clicster,  as  described  by  Mr. 
Pennant,  in  the  year  1777-  Since  that  period,  the  upper 
Mnird  has  experienced  htile  alteration,  excepting  repairs, 
and  the  demolition  of  its  gateway  with  its  towers.  The 
lower  ward,  however,  has  been  entirely  demolished,  and 
a  series  of  bnikiings  erected  under  the  direction  and  froju 
the  designs  of  the  late  Mr.  Harrison,  which  may  well  be 
classed  among  the  most  magnificent  buildings  of  the  kind 
which  the  kingdom  can  boast.  The  expences  incurred  by 
these  erections  have  been  defrayed  by  the  county  rates, 
aided  by  the  revenues  of  the  river  Weaver,  and  by  contri- 
butions from  the  national  purse  towards  the  parts  used 
by  government  as  an  armoury  and  barracks. 

The  following  delineation  of  this  superb  edifice,  in 
its  various  divisions,  may  be  relied  on  as  correct,  the  de- 
scriptive parts  having  been  drawn  up  by  the  distinguished 
architect  himself;  the  only  addition  to 'his  mamiscript 
being  an  occasional  tribute  of  praise  to  his  transcendant 
genius. 

The  grand  entrance  to  the  castle  is  situated  in  the 
centre  of  a  semi-circular  sunk  fence  or  fosse,  13  feet  deep, 
and  319  feet  in  diameter,  cased  v.'ith  he\vn  stone,  sur- 
mounted with  stone  pedestals,  at  eijual  distances,  and  the 
space  filled  up  with  handsome  east  iron  rails,  forming 
the  north-west  boundary  of  the  castle-yard,  or  esplanade. 
The  eiurance  extends  in  length  103  feet,  and  in  depth 
of)    feet;  it   consists    of  three  parts :  a  centre     and  two 

lali.nis,  in  the  niimncr  imsnilKj  by  the  law  ol' ihclirsl  KJuar.l,  i"  wliosc 
ri;iyii  it  oi-igiiKilfil.  Tlie  term  (id  Jict<tm  w:is  ironical,  cxprL'ssivt-  of  tlie  tad 
suslcnaiici;  llio  suIHtlv  was  allowed  ;  viz.  oi>  thu  first  day,  three  morsels  of 
the  worst  bread;  on  the  second,  three  dritughls  of  water  out  of  tlf;  I'.ext 
piiilillc  ;  and  this  was  lo  be  alteinately  his  dsUy  diet  lilt  he  tlicd. 
Vol,  u.  z 


178  HISTORY  OF  CHESTBii. 

wings  or  pavilions,  connected  by  short  covered  passage?. 
The  whole  is  of  Grecian  Doric,  the  centre  is  a  jieristyle 
formed  of  ten  fluted  columns,  18  feet  in  height,  and  3  feet 
in  diameter,  v.-itli  their  anti  or  pilasters,  the  carriage 
entrance  being  through  the  middle  inter-colummation, 
and  on  each  side  another  for  foot  passengers.  The  enta- 
blature is  crowned  M'ith  a  low  attic,  formed  into  pannels, 
and  over  the  centre  of  the  two  fronts  large  tablets  are 
placed,  one  of  which  is  intended  for  an  inscription,  and 
tlie  other  for  a  bas  relief.  The  wings  resemble  small 
open  temples,  and  have  porticos  of  four  columns  in  front, 
and  two  within,  with  their  anti;  the  roofs  terminating 
in  pediments  at  eacli  end.  The  ceilings  of  the  difFereut 
parts  are  entirely  constructed  of  stone,  and  arc  divided 
into  compartments  by  some  beams,  some  of  which  weigh 
from  four  to  five  tons,  ornamented  by  caissons  with 
simple  mouldings,  in  the  manner  of  those  in  the  portico 
of  the  temple  of  Theseus,  at  Athens.  The  whole  is  con- 
structed of  stone  of  a  good  quality  and  colour  ;  the  roofs 
and  their  coveriiig  being  likewise  of  stone  ;  such  portions 
as  appear  harmonize  with  the  other  parts  of  the  building, 
which  may  be  regarded  as  the  most  successful  imitation 
of  pure  Grecian  architecture  in  these  kingdoms.  The 
columns,  mouldings,  and  plain  ashler,  are  M'orked  and 
set  with  a  precision  which  could  not  be  exceeded  even  in 
marble.  All  the  columns  used  iu  the  gateway  and  tlie 
liinercnt  buildings  of  the  castle,  amounting  to  84,  are 
each  formed  of  a  single  stone.  It  will  appear  to  those 
acquainted  with  Grecian  architecture,  that  the  Propyhcu 
at  Athens,  may  have  given  the  idea  of  this  entrance,  as  it 
certainly  did  to  the  designer  of  the  Erandenburgh  gate  at 
Berlin,  which,  with  this  gate  iu  Chester,  may  be  consi- 
dered as  the  only  examples  of  the  kind  now  in  existence. 
Although  the  architect  of  this  gate  may  have  availed  liim- 
seir  of  the  remains  of  that  to  the  Acropolis  at  Athens, 
whieli  from  its  situation  could  only  be  for  foot  passengers, 
he  has,  without  injuring  the  effect,  by  deviating  from  the 
Grecian  manner  in  using  an  arch,  adapted  this  lor  car- 
riages also,  and  given  it  so  (litlercnt  and  ideasing  a  torm 
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ami  disposition,  that  it  may  be  coiifidcidly  iinotcd  as  an 
example,  to  slicw  that  however  formal  this  style  of  archi- 
tecture may  be  thought  by  some,  it  is  by  a  sliilful  nuibtcr, 
capable  both  of  variety  and  picturesque  effect,  in  this 
instance,  it  seems  to  have  been  in  a  great  measure  pro- 
duced by  the  difTercnt  hclglits  of  the  centre  and  wings, 
and  the  upper  parts  of  them  being  so  detached  by  the 
low  connected  buildings,  as  to  allow  the  Doric  entablatures 
to  be  continued  uninterru[)tcd,  as  they  always  should  be. 
round  their  respective  buildings. 

The  western  side,  of  the  castle-yard,  or  esplanade,  is 
occupied  by  the  armoury,  which  is  capable  of  containing 
30j000  stand  of  arms ;  and  contains  also  immense  quan- 
tities of  ammunidon,  M'arlike  stores,  implements,  and 
military  accoutrements  of  all  descriptions.  To  a  stranger 
visiting  Chester,  this  depository,  which  consists  of  one 
large  ground-room  and  two  smaller  upper  ones,  is  well 
worthy  particular  notice.  The  racks  upon  v,ir.ch  the 
muskets  are  piled,  arc  made  jn-ecisely  ou  the  same  prin- 
ciple as  those  in  the  Tower  of  Loudon  ;  pistols  for  the 
cavalry  and  sea-service,  as  well  as  huge  uuisses  of  swords 
for  horse  and  foot,  arc  hung  on  the  sides  of  the  ^val!s, 
and  formed  into  varied  curious  devices — the  whole  pre- 
senting an  interesting  exhibition  of  beauty,  order,  and 
cleanliness.  The  very  excellent  manner  in  which  this 
\  department  of  the  public  service  is  conducted,  reflects 

\  the  highest  credit  on   the  store-keeper,   Capt.   W.   M. 

■  Henderson,  by  whose  precision  of  arrangement,  an  in- 

\  slant  supply  of  military  stores  can  be  despatched  to  any 

\  part  of  the  kingdom  ;  nor  would  it  be  just  to  withhold  a 

tribute  of  praise  from  his  active  and  intelligent  mastcr- 
*  armourer,  Mr.  John  Grimer,  whose  attention  and  skill 

are  not  more  conspicuous,  than  his  civil  anri  obliging 
manners.  Some  years  ago,  a  low  stone  building  was 
erected  on  the  south-side  of  the  upper-\vard,  as  a  mnga- 
/.iuc  lor  ilie  imniense  (pumtity  of  gun]Hnv!lcr  constantly 
kept  here  ;  but  it  has  been  reported  unfit  for  the  service, 
and  is  imw  only  used  as  a  depository  for  cor.dcmned 
stores.     Julius  Ca'sar's  tower,  on  the  north-cast  angle  or 
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tlic  ward,  is  now  appropriated  to  that  iuiportaiU  custody, 
ns  indeed  it  Iiad  long  been  before  tlie  erection  of  tlie 
building-  just  mentioned,  'i'lievc  is  a  j^vcat  nnmber  of 
ordnance  pieces  lierc  tliat  might  soon  be  niounled  upon 
the  battei-y;  and  it  seems  i)robablp,  that  government  is 
about  to  pay  more  attention  to  this  brancli  of  the  service 
within  ovir  garrison,  having  lately  placed  there,  appa- 
rently for  permanent  service  a  detachment  of  artillery- 
men. The  importance  of  Chester  castle,  as  a  military 
depot,  may  be  measured  from  the  circunistaucc,  that  all 
the  neighbouring  counties  in  England,  and  those  of  the 
rrin(:i|iality  arc  supplied  with  military  stores  from  hence; 
and  that  there  is  no  other  nearer  than  Wcedon  barracks, 
in  Northamptonshire,  to  the  south,  and  the  garrison  of 
Hull  to  the  cast.  The  governor  of  the  castle  is,  general 
E,  Morrison,  and  general  Sir  J.  Eraser,  the  liciucnant- 
govcrnor. 

The  eastern  wing  is  chietiy  occupied  by  the  barracks 
which  were  intended  for,  and  very  commodiously  accom- 
modate, a  hundred  and  twenty  men,  v.ith  their  officers. 
Behind  the  barracks  is  the  prevost,  surrounded  by  a  yard, 
"which  serves  as  an  airing  ground  for  the  prisoners. 
These  two  wings  were  erected  and  finished  at  the  joint 
cxpence  of  the  county  of  Chester  and  the  crown  ;  the 
fronts  of  them  are  each  ornamented  with  ten  Ionic  co- 
lumns, 23  feet  G  inches  high,  supporting  a  simple  but 
handsome  entablature,  upon  which  is  an  attic  that  hides 
the  roof.  The  southern  side  of  the  esplanade,  presenting 
a  stone  front  of  310  feet  in  extent,  is  occupied  by  the 
county  gaol,  grand  and  petty  jury  rooms,  prothonotary's 
and  exchequer's*  oflices,  and  militia  armory ;  and  situated 

■'  111  the  exchequer  olFicc,  and  ihe  pi-othonotnry's  office,  contained  ill 
the  great  front  of  this  pile  of  buildings,  to  the  west  of  tlie  shire  liall,  are 
ileposited  the  valuable  scries  of  legal  documents  relative  to  the  county  of 
Cluster.  An  abstract  of  the  inquisitions,  cnrolhiients.  and  other  records  in 
llie  .xcliciuev,  was  made  by  Mv.  t'.  Thomas,  between  the  years  liJ04  and 
Kill,  at  sudi  limes  as  were  not  occupied  by  his  private  business,  but  tlio 
f.uie  actually  consumed  may  be  calcuiated  at  between  four  and  live  years  ol' 
eoiistiuil  application.  The  overwhelming  labour  of  tlie  undcrtaldnj  can  only 
tie  estimated  by  tliose  v;ho  have  seen  the  ancient  .and  half-obliterated  MS.S. 
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in  the  centre  of  the  wiiolc,  is  the  inag-uificent  hail  oi' 
justice.  Before  tlie  latter,  is  a  portico,  with  t\\'elve  stu- 
j>ciiclotis  pillars;,  in  double  rows,  each  of  which  is  twciity- 
two  feet  ill  heis^ht,  and  tliree  feet  one  inch  and  a  iinlf  in 
dianietei',  hewn  out  of  a  single  stone,  from  the  Manley 
([iiarry.  The  coiling,  roof,  and  covering,  are  constructed 
of  the  same  stone,  no  timber  being  used  throughout  the 
whole.  The  hall  itself  is  of  a  semi-circular  form,  eighty 
feet  in  diameter,  forty-four  feet  high,  and  including  the 
recess  for  the  judges,  fifty  feet  in  width.  Roniui  the 
extreme  part  of  the  semi-circle,  is  a  colonade  of  twelve 
Ionic  columns,  cacii  of  a  single  stone,  twenty-two  feet 
high,  supporting  a  seini-dome,  divided  into  large  deep 
and  bold  caissons  or  cofTors  ;  in  the  centre  of  each  is  an 
ornamented  rose,  ^^■hich  opening  to  the  roof,  serves  the 
useful  purpose  of  ventilating  the  whole  of  the  court  to 
any  degree  requisite.  The  bench  of  the  cliief  justice  is  in 
the  centre  of  the  large  lecess,  the  seats  for  the  grand  and 
petty  juries,  on  the  right  aiul  left;  the  counsellors' seats 
are  a  little  lower;  the  prisoners'  box  is  on  the  same  level, 
from  whence  there  is  a  commodious  passage,  under  the 
hall,  to  the  gaol,  by  which  means  there  is  no  noise  or 
confusion  in  the  bringing  to,  or  removing  prisoners  from 
the  court:  from  the  prisoners'  box  is  a  gradual  and  regu- 
lar elevation,  by  circular  steps  through  the  whole  court, 
to  the  base  of  the  Ionic  pillars,  which  form  the  colonade. 
By   this  plan,  upwards  of  a  thou-aiul  spectators  may  have 

which  were  examined  ;  and  the  skill  and  precision  with  which  the  work  was 
executed,  are  most  honourable  to  the  undertaker  of  it.  These  abstracts  were 
first  written  on  paper  onl)-,  but  by  sn  order  from  the  county  authorities,  J\lr. 
Thomas  is  now  engaged  in  transcribing  tiiem  upon  parchment — im  under- 
taking which  will  preserve  these  valuable  documents  to  distant  posterity.  I 
may  here  remark,  not  without  regret,  that  the  exchequer  and  palatine  courts, 
which  had  been  in  existence  for  many  generations,  were  totally  aboli-ilied  in 
the  present  year  (1830)  by  act  of  parliament.  This  ungracious  proceeding 
will  operate  injuriously  lo  nuist  of  tlic  legal  profession  in  the  city  of  Chester, 
and  at  the  same  time  be  higlily  disadv.antageous  to  the  inhabitants  of  the 
whole  county,  on  whom  serious  delays  and  expcnces  will  be  hnposcd  in  tlie 
recovery  of  debts.  A  vigorous  opposition  was  exerted  by  the  city  and  county 
against  this  obnoxious  act,  but  Sir  James  Scarlett,  attorney.gcneral.  l)y  whom 
U  Has  introduced,  unhaiipily  succeeded  ni  the  measure. 
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a  })erk'ct  view  of  the  court,  jM-i^oncrs,  ami  witncssc?. 
From  its  sliuplc  Ibrin,  and  chaste  style  of  architecture, 
shewed  to  the  l)c?t  advantage  by  being  lighlcd  from 
above,  this  hall  lias  an  imposing- effect  upon  the  spectator, 
and  gives  a  proper  dignity  to  the  seat  of  justice.  ]5esidcs 
the  grand  centre-entrance  to  the  hall  through  the  portico, 
on  each  side  is  another,  also  communicating  to  the  bi'uch, 
the  court,  and  the  difFcrent  jury-rooiv.s. 

The  entrance  to  the  county-prison  is  on  the  east  side 
of  the  portico.  It  is  from  the  nature  of  the  ground  built 
on  two  levels.  The  upper  line  of  building  on  the  east 
side  consists  of  the  turnkey's  rooms,  the  large  and  airy 
yard  of  ilie  male  debtors  ;  on  the  west  side  the  female 
debtors'  rooms  and  court-yard,  with  the  prison  hospital 
adjoining.  Both  these  yards,  from  their  elevated  situa- 
tion, command  a  delightful  viev/  of  the  fine  ruins  of 
Beeston-castle,  the  Peckforton,  Broxton,  and  Garden  hills, 
Bic.  through  the  iron  railing,  which  prevents  the  debtors 
from  overlooking  the  court  ysuds  on  the  lower  level, 
which  are  appropriated  to  the  felons.  In  the  centre  is 
the  gaoler's  house,  projecting  from  the  line  of  the  upp(>r 
level,  so  as  to  completely  command  a  view  of  every  part 
of  the  prison.  The  chapel  of  the  prison  is  between  the 
upper  and  lower  level,  under  the  gaoler's  house,  and  in 
the  same  semi-circular  form  ;  it  is  so  contrived  as  to 
receive  the  debtors  in  a  gallery,  a  very  few  stc])s  only 
below  tlic  line  of  their  ovvU  courts,  while  the  criminals 
arc  seated  in  the  inferior  part,  which  is  a  few  steps  above 
their  courts  and  cells;  in  the  centre,  near  the  clergyman, 
are  scats  for  the  family  of  the  gaoler  and  his  domestics. 
On  the  lower  level,  and  immediately  under  the  extreme  line 
of  the  upper,  arc  the  cells  for  solitary  confinement  and 
condenuied  criminals ;  also  the  very  comi)letc  cold  and 
warm  baths,  in  which  every  prisoner  committed,  is  made 
to  wash  himsell',  his  cluthes  taken  away,  steamed  and 
stoved,  in  an  exceliciit  apparatus  for  the  purpose,  him- 
self clad  ill  the  gaol  dress,  and  his  own  apparel  carefully 
preserved,  to  be  put  on  at  the  day  of  trial.  In  a  semi- 
octagi'ii  arrniu^-i'iiient  of  the  lower  level  under  the  gaoler  s 
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housCj  are  five  largo  airy  yards  lor  fuloas,  each  contaiiiini^ 
a  i)Uiiii)  and  trougli,  and  all  of  Ihem  having  their  distlncl 
dav-rooniy  and  sleeping  cells,  the  whole  being  traversed 
by'  an  area  or  passage  completely  ronnd,  and  again  in- 
closed by  the  thick  and  lofty  exterior  stone  wall,  forming 
the  boundary  of  the  prison.  These  useful  and  highly  orna- 
"  mental  buildings,  not  only  raise  admiration  of  the  architect, 
but  must  command  the  grateful  thanks  of  the  public  to 
tliose  county  magistrates  who  selected  the  designs  for 
them,  and  have  granted  the  means  of  prosecuting  and 
completing  the  expensive  undertaking.*  The  debtors 
as  well  as  criminals  confined  in  this  gaol,  are  all  under 
the  charge  and  authority  of  the  Constable  or  gaoler,  the 
county  sheriff  having  no  coutroul  over  tliem.  J.  Dun- 
stan  Esq.  is  the  present  Constable,  and  the  oflice  is  held 
by  patent  from  the  crown. 

The  south  side  of  the  upper  ward  is  occupied  by 
officers'  barracks,  and  the  apartments  of  the  justices,  who 
always  inhabit  tliera  during  the  assizes.  The  chief  jus- 
tice is  the  military  commander  of  the  garrison  from  the 
moment  he  enters  the  castle  till  his  departure;  and  the 
officer  of  the  day  regularly  waits  upon  him  to  receive  the 
watch-word,  and  take  his  commands.  On  the  north  side, 
is  the  delightful  residenceof  the  store-keeper, and  adjoining 
arc  various  work-rooms  for  his  armourers  and  labourers. 

*  There  was  formerly  anotlier  sliirchall,  standing  nitlioiit  the  castle 
walls,  probably  near  Glovcr's-stone.  Jlr.  Ormcrod  says,  "  In  Harl.  i\ISS. 
2020,  is  a  letter  from  the  city  magistrates  to  lord  (Burleigh  ?)  4  Feb.  I5!i7, 
staring  that  it  was  uncovered  and  in  ruyn,  and  begging  they  might  have  it 
for  shambles  ;  adding,  that  though  they  could  not  gratify  his  lordsliip  as 
they  ouglit,  yet  they  presumed  to  send  him  half  a  dozen  of  Cheshire  cheeses. 
Mr.  Glasiour  and  I\Ir.  Bostock  had  previously  a  promise  of  it,  but  the  citi- 
I  zens  obtained  their  suit  at  the  price  of  X'40.  and  moved  it  into  the  North-g.-.te. 

j:  street.     It  is  represented  as  placed  opposite  to  the  great  Abbey-gate  in  Hollar's 

f  •  ])lan   of  Chester.     The  lower  part  was  made  into  a  flesh-shambles,  and  the 

'  upper  part  into  a  storehouse  for  corn  and  victuals  for  the  Irish  garrisons." 

'  I    am   inclined   to  ilunk,  that  the  date  given  to  the  magistrate's  letter,  in  the 

f  above  ciiuilation,   ought  to  have  been  at  least  seven  or  eight  years  earlier  ;  for 

' '  Webb,  in  iha  \'ale  Hoy.al,  under  the  date  of  loOi,  has  the  following  notice  : 

)  _"  The  old  shire-hall   was  obtained  in   Sir.  Bird's  time  (15H0)  to  make  a 

;'  shambles  for  the  country  butchers,  and  was  placed  in  the  corn-market  in  Mr. 

;  Bavand's  time  (1581;  and  was  this  year  supplied  with  country  butchers." 
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Ill  sunimliig  up  liis  account  of  the  prison  antl  county 
court,  Mr.  Ormerod  justly  observes  : — "The  whole  inte- 
rior of  the  yaol,  is  as  remarkable  lor  its  massy  strcuylh 
and  simplicity,  as  the  shire-hall  and  the  cj^terior  of  the 
great  court  are  for  their  classical  eleg'ance;  and  every 
possible  exertion  has  been  made  by  the  architect  to  com- 
bine such  arrangements  as  may  tend  to  the  health  and 
comfort  of  the  prisoner,  v/ith  those  measures  of  security 
which  the  public  liave  a  right  to  expect."  To  this  testi- 
mony of  our  Cheshire  historian,  I  shall  only  add  that  of 
the  celebrated  Mons.  Dupin,  \vho,  in  his  account  of  Eng- 
land, thus  notices  this  building  : — "  The  sessions-house 
and  the  panoptic  prison  of  Chester,  are  united  in  the  same 
building,  which,  most  assuredly,  is  the  handsomest  of  this 
kind  that  is  to  be  seen  in  Europe.  The  interior  arrange- 
ments arc  well  contrived,  and  bespeak  much  regard  for 
humanity  J  the  architecture  is  equally  simple  ant!  majestic." 


'vL\)t  tEiti!  iBiol  anD  i}oi',st  of  £oTOCtlon. 

This  building  was  erected  in  1807,  and  the  prisoners 
from  the  old  gaol  at  the  Northgate  removed  to  it  the 
following  year.  It  is  situated  immediately  adjacent  to 
the  city  walls  between  the  Water-gate  and  the  Water- 
tower  ;  the  two  prisons  are  comprised  in  one  uniform 
plan,  being  built  of  brick,  with  an  entrance  of  stone  on 
the  west  side,  leading  to  the  gaol,  and  one  on  the  north 
side,  leading  to  the  house  of  correction.  In  the  centre 
of  the  building  is  a  commodious  chapel,  which  serves  for 
both  establishments,  each  having  an  entrance  from  their 
proper  sides.  The  chaplain  is  the  Rev.  William  Clarke, 
who  performs  divine  service  once  every  Wednesday  antl 
Friday,  and  twice  on  the  Sabbath-day.  Mr.  Jepson  is 
governor  of  the  gaol,  and  Mr.  WooUey,  kccjter  of  the 
hoii-e  ofcorrection  ;  and  boih  are  under  the  su[)erintend- 
euce  of  the  city  magistrates.  Since  the  building  wasfu-st 
erected,  several  expensive  additions  and  alterations  have 
been    made,    partly    occasioned    by    acts   of  parliament 


'(••l... 
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i'cquirniir  Uie   chi^sifit-atioii  of  prisoners,  mv\  partly    to 
,  rcinlcr  tlie  prisons  more  secure.     For  the  latter  purpose, 

tlie  two  lodges  which  communicated  from  the  roof  of  tlie 
j)risoiis  on  the  cast  and  west  sides  \^ith  the  boundary 
wall  have  hceu  taken  down,  so  that  there  is  no  connection 
between  them,  there  being  an  open  space  all  round. 
Before  this  useful  alteration,  the  escape  of  jirisoners  was 
very  frequent,  but  that  evil  seems  now  to  be  effectually 
i^uarded  against.  About  five  years  ago,  the  precincts  of 
the  prisons  were  considerably  enlarged,  by  an  extension 
of  tlie  boundary  wall  towards  the  cast;  outhcneuly- 
inclosed  ground  eight  Avork-sbops  have  been  erected  for 
those  prisoners  sentenced  to  hard  labour;  and  on  the 
"  north  of  the  area,  a  lodge  for  the  turidiey,  with  two  lock- 

ups, one  for   males  and  the  other  for  females.     Over  the 
""'"  ''  western  entrance   stands   as  a  memento  mori,   the  fatal 

!,.,!■  .,.<r<A    ". .  droi),  where  the  county  and  city  criminals  are  executed, 

and  where  numbers  of  unfortunate  creatures  have  forfeited 
their  lives   to   the  violated    lav.'s    of  the   country.     The 
' "  " "    "  ground    in  front,   lying  betM'ecn   the  gaol   and    the   city 

M'alls,  is  inclosed  with  liandsonic  iron  railing,  and  occu- 
pied by  the  governor  as  a  garden, 


■aljj  ©.rclj.iiisf. 
This  building,  %vhere  all  the  city  business  is  trans- 
acted, stands  on  the  west  side  of  Northgate-strcet,  nearly 
opjiosite  the   bisho])'s  palace.     It  was  begtin  in  the  year 
i  _^  IG95,  and  finished  in  1698,  in  which  year  the  elections  of 

I    "  the   mayor  and  city  ofllcers,  and  the  courts  fornierly  held 

I  in   the   old   Common-hall  were  removed  to  this  building. 

I,  The  structure   is   chiefly  of  brick,  with  stone  finishings, 

I  is  spacious,   has   a  fine  appearance,  and  originally  stood 

t  on  stone  pillars,  having  a  commodious  thoroughfare  for 

t  t'oot    ]ia-si'iigers  from    north   to  south  ;  and   on  the  east 

,1       .  ami  wfst  were  tbrmerly  wide  openings  I'ur  the  use  ot  the 

citizens,  and  the  jiurposes  of  traffic.     In  the  year  IJ^tJ? 
!  however,   the  \vest  side   was   filled  up   with  a  range  of 

,:  shops,  with  which  it  is  still  occupied  ;  but  they  appear  to 

VOL.  11.  A  A 
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have  been  erected  less  with  a  view  to  pecuniary  advan- 
fage,  than  from  a  necessity  of  sustaining  the  siipcrincnni- 
bent  edifice,  which  was  thought  to  be  in  danger.  On  the 
south  front,  in  the  centre  of  the  building,  is  a  full  sized, 
Vvcll  executed  stone  statue  of  queen  Anne,  in  her  corona- 
tion robes  ;  but  this  exquisite  work  of  art  has  been  shame- 
fully mutilated ;  the  globe  and  sceptre,  with  a  part  of 
the  royal  hands,  having  been  broken  off.  This  mischief 
has  arisen  from  party  violence  in  the  heat  of  electioneer- 
ing conflicts,  particularly  (hiring  the  contests  of  1784  and 
1812,  ^vhen  the  party  hostile  to  the  corporation  took  it 
into. their  lieads  to  avenge  th.eniselves  of  the  body  corpo- 
rate, by  pelting  her  majesty  \vith  stones.  On  the  west 
side  of  queen  Anne  is  also  a  tablet,  containing  the  royal 
arms  of  England,  as  borne  before  the  introduction   of  the  j 

quartering  of  the  house  of  Hanover;  and  on  the  cast  side,  | 

a  similaf  tablet  with  the  arms  of  the  earldom,  &c.     The  j 

banquet  or  assembly-room  occupies  the  south  end  of  the  | 

building;  it  is   elegantly  fitted  up,  hiis  an  orchestra  in  its  1 

centre,  and  from  cast  to  west  is  thirty-nine  feet  long,  by  i 

tiventy-six  feet  and  a  half.     The  court  of  justice,  where  i 

the  sessions  are  held,  and   the   aiuiual   election   of  the  i 

mayor  and  city  oificers  takes  place,  forms  the  middle  of  i 

the  building,  and  is  a  spacious  room,  suiiiciently  large  for  I 

all  its  purposes,  and  furnished  with  suitable  accommoda-  ' 

tions  for  the  bench,  counsel,  juries,  and  witnesses.     Here  ; 

are  placed  several  full  length  [jortraits  of  distinguished 
characters  connected  with  the  city.  On  each  side 
tiie  great  south  entrance  is  a  baronet  of  the  family 
of  Grosvenor,  also  one  isearcst  on  the  east  side,  all  ol 
them  at  different  periods  having  served  the  office  of  mayor 

of  the  city;  on  the  cast  side  is  also  a  portrait  of  recorder  ; 

Comberbach,  and  on  the  same  side  an  accurate  likeness  ' 

of  our  late  highly  respected  recorder,  Hugh  Leycesler,  ^ 

Ksq.  At  the  north-east  angle  is  recorder  Sir  William 
Williams;  next.  Sir  Henry  Bunbury,  who  was  member 
of  j)arliament  for  the  city  for  upwards  of  two  and  twenty 
years  successively  :  then  John  Egerton,  one  of  the 
mayors  ;  at  the   north-west  angle   is    recorder  Leving ; 
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M  liic  west  side,  recorder  Tovv-i)shciul ;  and  adjoining  on 
iliesiiincside,  Tliomas  Cliolniondcley,  Esq.  mayor  of  tlic 
citv  ill  1701.  Adjoining  and  communicating  with  tlic 
court  of  justice  is  the  council-room,  where  the  mayor 
and  magistrates  meet  to  hear  complaints,  and  transact 
irablic  business.  Here,  over  the  mayor's  seat  is  placet!  a 
full-length  portrait  of  king  George  III.  in  his  roues  of 
state,  presented  to  the  corporation  by  the  jirescnt  Earl 
Grosvenor  ;  in  other  parts  of  the  room,  are  also  full  por- 
traits of  Richard,  the  first  Lord  Grosvenor,  and  of  Thomas 
(M-osvenor,  Esq.  brother  of  the  first  carl,  one  of  the  re- 
presentatives for  the  city  of  Chester  in  several  successive 
parliaments  ;  these  two  last  portraits  are  in  their  tuU 
dress  robes  as  mayors  of  Cliester,  and  were  jiainted  by 
the  celebrated  Benjamin  West,  in  the  year  1/71  ;  l^^re 
also  is  an  accurate  likeness  of  the  present  Right  Honour- 
able Robert,  Earl  Grosvenor,  in  his  full  dress  robes,  as  a 
peer  of  England,  painted  by  Jacksun.  On  the  south  side 
of  the  room,  are  likewise  a  scries  of  portraits  of  city  bene- 
factors, with  their  several  donations  recorded  under  each 
purtrait,  a  copy  of  which  k  given  in  the  note  below  : — * 

"  PORTRAIT  OF  WILLIAM  OFFLEV. 
"  WiLLiA.y  OFFtEV  ShcrifF  of  this  City,  Anno  Ijl",  hy  twowifes 
bad  2u  Cliililren,  of  wliom  H' ;  Thos ;  Oiitcy,  ye  tklest  Son  by  ye  1st  W'fe 
Eli/th.  Dillon,  was  L''  Mayor  of  London  Anno  luofi,  John  OlHey  y-'  2'"' 
Son  was  IMayor  of  lliis  city  Anno  lo53,  Rob',  Ofiley,  the  Eltlest  so.i  by  y" 
2"J  Wife  J-li.'.'i'.  Wri-ht,  and  Citizen  of  London  by  bis  Will  gave  500X  to 
charitable  uses  in  this  City  with  an  yearly  exhibition  of  oH  towards  the  n:ain. 
tenanci;  of  a  Scholar  in  the  University,  being  ye  Son  of  a  frcoman  of  tais 
City  and  5  towards  ye  charge  of  his  commencing  M  ;  A.  Hugh  Oflli;y  a 
younger  Son  Aid.  of  London  by  his  Will  gave  200£  with  an  yearly  rent  of 
5£  to  charitable  uses  in  this  City,  Will'i.  Offley  another  Son,  Mcvch'.  of 
ye  Staiile  and  Citizen  of  London  by  Ann  his  Wife  had  15  Children  and  by 
his  Will  gave  300£  to  charitable  uses  in  this  City." 

PORTRAIT  OF  SIR  TIIOMAG  Vriirri:. 
"This  worthy  and  pious  Knight  Sr;  Tlio*;  V.'lnti:  Jlcri'h'.  T:.>.'oc 
was  born  in  Ilartfordshire,  and  was  Lord  Mayor  of  I.o-;don  .S.nno  i:i."i^  Ue 
was  a  great  lover  of  Learning  founded  many  Culkdges  ■.::..\  S.'hrols.  ai.d  gave 
great  sums  of  money  to  many  Citys  and  Towi-.s  in  Jvri,l>nd  for  divers  good 
uses  and  particularly  lOOX  to  be  paid  once  i;i  every  24  years  foi"  ever  to  this 
City,  to  be  lent  10  years. fJratis,  to  poor  freemen  especially  Clothiers;  The 
first  l<)l).£  was  iiaid  Anno  loilfi." 


1S8  HISTORY  OF  CHESTER. 

'£!)£  ciTommcvci.il  0^\vs  Koom  aim  IMiiUunfrs, 

Are  situated  in  Nortligatc-strect,  iKljoiniiig  St.  Peter's 
Cliureli.  'J'lie  beautiful  and  highly  fiiiislied  stone  tVoiit  is 
of  the  Ionic  order,  after  the  designs  ofRlr.  Harrison;  on 
a  line  with  tlie  street,  arc  two  very  excellent  shops,  above 
is  the  News  Room,  forty-five  feet  long,  by  twenty  six 
wide,  with  a  fire  place  at  each  end  ;  it  is  a  remarkably 
light  and  pleasant  room  ;  all  the  best  London,  and  many 
of  the  Provincial  Newspapers,  are  taken,  also  the  various 
Magazines,  Reviews,  Journals,  Lists,  and  Public  Records. 
Of  this  establishment  there  are  one  hundred  Proprietors  ; 
no  annual  subscrilieis  arc  admitted,  but  the  utmost  tucility 
is  given  to  the  introduction  of  strangers  by  proprietors. 
Accortling  to   tlie   original  rules,  the  Right  Hon.  Robert 

PORTRAIT  OF  RICHARD  HARRISON. 

"  Richard  IIauuison,  Brewer,  lute  one  of  y<^  Slieriffs  of  tins  City 
of  Chester,  by  liis  Ust  M"ill  and  Testament,  did  order  and  direct  that  liis 
house  call'd  the  Sl.ir  and  other  Btiildings  thereunto  adjoining  in  the  said  City, 
sliould  be  sold  by  his  Executors  Capt ;  John  Sparke,  Wr.  RichJ.  Oulton, 
Mr.  Eradford  Thropp,  and  with  the  money  thereby  raised.  Lands  in  tlie 
Country  to  be  purchased,  and  y^  i  profits  tliereof  to  goto  maintain  Alms- 
men after  the  manner  of  Mr.  John  Vernon's  Almsmen  in  the  said  City,  & 
the  said  Mr.  Harrison'a  laid  Executors  have  accordingly  sold  the  >.aid  House 
and  Buildings,  and  with  the  money  thereby  raised  have  cloathcd  poor  nun 
Willi  Gowns  and  Cadges,  and  ye ;  Interest  of  ye;  remainder  of  ye  ;  said 
Mone}',  is  paid  quarterly  to  the  said  poor  men  til!  a  convenient  purchase  can 
be  found  out  Anno  Dni :   KiiJG." 

PORTRAIT  OF  OU'EN  JONES. 

"Owen  Jones,  of  Chester,  Eutcher,  who  died  Anno,  Hjjtl,  didby 
his  last  Win  and  Testament,  give  and  beijucathed  to  the  poor  of  every 
Company  of  this  City  of  Chester,  from  year  to  year  in  order  as  they  arc 
usually  ranked  at  Midsummer  Shew  the  Tanners  being  first  and  so  for  th.e 
rest  in  tlicir  order  till  all  the  Companies  in  their  yearly  turns  shou'd  have 
enjoyed  the  same  and  then  to  begin  again  and  so  to  proceed  and  continue  for 
ever,  the  profits  and  rents  of  all  his  Lands  and  Jlortgagesin  Cheshire  and 
Denbighshire,  amounting  to  the  value  of  45.i^.  per  Ann.  or  thereabotits  to  be 
employed  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  said  Companies  yearly  for  ever,  ex- 
cepting Five  pounds  yearly,  which  lie  thereby  i^ave  and  bequeathed  to  tlie 
Sl.iyor  mid  Sherill's  of  the  City  of  Chester,  for  ilie  lime  being  to  wii  |(K.  u. 
:Iie  -Mayor  to  buy  liim  a  Ring,  ,ind  ."Os.  to  each  of  tlie  Slh  vids  lor  iln  ir  larc 
in  seeing  this  part  of  his  W'ill  performed,  wliieh  is  accordingly  di'iic,  and  to 
Le  continued  by  tlie  succeeding  Mayors  and  Shcrifiii  of  tla  said  City  uf 
Ciiestcr  for  ever." 
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Earl  Gro^vcr.or,  iuul  lliu  ?ilayin'  of  the  City,  m'v  lioiioravv 
iiu'iubcrs,  ;iu(l  have  the  [)ri\  ilcyc  of  iiilroduciiig  as  iiiaiiv 
strangers  as  they  think  proper.  Also  the  Members  of 
Parliamctit  for  the  City  and  Comity  ;  the  General  com- 
manding the  district,  and  his  stalF,  have  full  liberty  to 
frequent  the  room.  The  entrance  to  it  is  from  the  west, 
%vitli  the  Committcc-room  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other 
the  apartment  where  the  papers  are  filed,  and  the  keeper 
of  the  room  attends.  Above  these  two  and  the  entrance, 
is  a  very  c.vccllcnt  room,  let  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
Public,  or  City  Library.  On  the  ojiposite  side  the  conrt 
is  the  Commercial  Tavern,  also  belonging  to  the  Pro- 
prietors of  the  News  Room,  &c. 

POIiTRAIT  OF  JOHN  VERNON. 

"  Sir.  .loiiN  X'eunon,  Merchant  of  the  Staiile  and  f'ili/cn  of  Loiulun, 
born  in  cliia  City,  left  1]00£.  to  purchase  Ijands.  ^Vliicil  have  been  pur- 
chased accordinj.'ly,  the  Rent.s  thereof  to  be  thus  eniploy'd  yearly  for  ever, 
vi/..  to  ten  dec.iy'd  freemen  Urt  years  old  I'^our  Pounds  a  piece  yearly,  and  a 
Oown  every  three  years,  for  an  Annual  Sermon  10s.  to  the  poor  prisoners  ill 
the  Northgate  and  Castle  to  each  place  Cs.  Si.  for  a  Banquet  in  the  Pentice 
2()s.  &  tlien  his  Will  to  be  read,  &  the  residue  for  other  pious  and  good  uses 
therein  •mentioned.  He  likewise  left  200i;.  to  be  employed  in  Wool  to  sol 
the  poor  to  work  and  gave  this  City  divers  Pieces  of  Plate  weiijliiiig  loti 
Oun^." 

POKTK.VIT  Of  JOHN  LANCASTER. 

"JoriN  Lancaster  of  the  City  of  Chester,  Ironmonger,  by  his  last 
Will  and  Testament  did  give  and  devise  all  his  Lands,  &c.  in  Shordley, 
Hope  Owen  or  elsewhere,  in  com;  I'lini  after  the  expiration  of  14  years 
from  the  time  of  his  death  to  the  Mayor  and  Citizens  of  this  City  of  Chester 
for  ever,  for  the  intent  tiiat  the  Jlayors  and  Sheriffs  for  yc  time  being  should 
set  out  ye  s^  Lands  and  out  of  y=  rents  and  profits  thereof  pay  unto  (J  decayed 
Eriemen  of  this  city,  to  be  chosen  and  continued  by  y-' ;  Mayor  and  Sherifl's 
for  the  time  being  yc  ;  sum  of  3(iX.  yearly  at  Mich'as  and  imr  Lady.day,  by 
equal  portions  i'or  ever,  yc  charge  of  yc  gowns  being  deducted,  if  ye  rents  wou'd 
so  extend,  or  else  to  abate  proportionably,  and  upon  the  death  of  any  of  ye  s^ 
poor  men,  ye  Mayor  and  SheriiTs  to  chuse  another  so  qualified  as  aforesaid, 
in  his  .stead,  and  the  said  U  years  being  now  expired  Anno  Dni  l(i!)0 
Francis  Skillcrn  ye;  Mayor,  Edward  Parkington  &  Kaiulle  Bathoe  ye; 
Slicrifi's,  have  set  the  said  lyands  and  out  of  tlie  rents  and  proiits  thereof  h.ave 
c'-oalh'd  six  poor  ancient  Ciii/ens  with  (io'.vr.s  and  Badges  and  i>aid  them  ih.> 
ivsulueilureofiM  money." 

PORTRAIT  OF  RICHARD  BIRD. 

"  Ricnu.  EinD  of  the  City  of  Sevil,  in  the  Kingdom  of  Sp.->.in,  .Merch', 
«on  of  RichJ  ;  Bird  of  this  City  .A.ld"  ;  and  Justice  of  Peace,  after  23  years 
absence  from   his  Native  Country  dyed  Ml  Sevil,  Anno  Dni :   HJol.     He  by 
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Consist?  of  a  very  lai-ge  and  choice  selection  ofhook.--, 
and  is  iio'.v,  as  abc\e  Srtated,  contained  in  an  cxceilcni 
room  of  the  Commercial  Buildings,  having  been  removed 
there  from  its  former  situation  in  Whitefriar's-street,  in 
the  spring  of  1S15.  The  number  of  projjrictors  is  at 
present  a  hundred  ar.d  tNventy,  many  of  them  are  also 
proprietors  of  tlie  Neus  Room,  &c.  nndcrneath,  but  the 
nvo  csta!)lislimeiits  are  kejit  perfectly  distinct,  and  are 
eacli  managed  by  diirereiit  committees. 

liis  Will  bcqucatlicci  C50.£.  SlcrU  ;  to  be  dispuscil  of  intliis  City,  the  place 
of.  his  Nativity  to  charitable  uses,  which  was  accordingly  jierformcil  by  his 
Brother  Mr.  ■\rillm  ;  Binl  fllercln,  anil  Capt  Daniel  Caiiston  his  Executors, 
and  .secured  to  continue  for  ever,  for  the  relief  of  six  poor  .-igcd  C:itizens  who 
are  to  be  qualified  clioscn  apparell  and  ]jrovidcd  for,  in  all  respects  according 
10  the  Rules  and  directions  set  down  in  tlie  last  Will  and  Tcatament  of  ilr. 
John  Vernon  deceased,  for  his  Almsmen  in  this  Ciiy." 

PORTRAIT  OF  RICHARD  SNEVD, 

"  Ricii,\nD  SyEYD  late  of  the  City  of  Chester  Cooper,  deceased  did 
by  liis  Will  beating  date  Nov,  IS'ii  1773  beipieath  V2(J£  the  Interest  of 
it  to  be  applycd  yearly  for  the  relief  of  an  Aged  Citizen  qualified  and  chosen 
according  to  the  Rules  prescribed  by  HJr.  Jn°  Vernon's  Will  with  respect  to 
his  Almsmen,  which  sum  was  paid  into  tile  Treasury  Octobr  ti'l'  17/4  by  his 
Executors.'" 

I'ORTR.MT  or  JOSEPH   CRiCWE. 

"Joseph  Ciii:v.'E  Esu.  one  of  the  Aid",  of  tliis  City  by  his  Will 
dated  19"i  April  1791)  gave  to  the  iMayor  and  Citizens  12»£  to  be  applied 
in  the  maintenance  of  an  .nged  Almsman,  to  be  qualified  elected  and  chosen 
according  to  the  direction  of  .Mr.  Vernon's  ^^iIl  and  by  Codicil  dated  li"'' 
July  J800  gave  G00£.  to  the  said  IMayor  and  Citizens  In  Trust  to  pay  30£. 
a  year  by  quarterly  payments  equally  amongst  the  six  Cluijicl-yard  M'idowj 
and  directed  the  said  Legs,  to  be  p.iid  within  one  i!ionth  after  his  decease. 
—He  died  12"' Janu.iry,  ISOO." 

POIiTRAIT  OF  WILLIAIM  LEWIS. 

Wir,Li,\M  Lewis,  of  Lyon  House  Stamford  Hill  in  the  county  of 
Middlesex  Esq.  on  the  first  February  1S08  transferred  into  the  names  of  the 
Mayor  &  Citizens  of  his  Native  City  of  Chester,  200£'.  3  pf ;  cent.  Consols, 
in  trust  to  pay  the  Dividends  thereof  on  the  I0''i  February  in  every  year, 
for  ever,  unto  the  \Vidow  of  a  Freeman  of  the  said  City  having  Three  Chil- 
dt.ii,  utuU-r  the  ;'i;i-ot'  12  years,  standing  in  need  of  pecuniary  assistance  and 
never  having  received  relief  from  any  parish  ;  but  if  a  AV'idow  of  such  descrip- 
tion cannot  be  found,  then  to  pay  the  said  divideiuls  to  any  deserving  Widow 
of  a  Freeman  being  fid'  ye.ars  old,  or  upwards,  in  straightened  circuiristnnces, 
and  never  having  received  such  relief  as  aforesaid." 
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(Bciicinl  33ii!;(ic  ti&nrv. 
This  library  was  csiablisbed  ill  the  year  1S17,  by  :i 
niiaibur  of  respectable  residents  ;  it  was  lirst  comiiuiieed 
in  Bollaiid's  entry,  but  it  was  subsequently  removed  to  a 
more  spacious  and  commodious  room  in  Fletciier's  Build- 
ings, where  it  now  remains.  The  principal  patrons  of  this 
library  were  J.  Fletcher,  Esq.  who  besides  a  donation  of 
twenty  guineas,  presented  the  infant  institntion  with  a 
number  of  valuable  books,  among  which  was  the  Edin- 
burgh EncycIopEedia  ;  J.  Feilden,  Esq.  of  iMollington  ; 
Capt.  Henderson,  and  several  other  gentlemen,  who  also 
took  an  active  part  in  its  prosperity.  The  library  is  now 
gaining  a  very  respectable  character,  both  for  the  num- 
ber and  value  of  its  books.  It  is  governed  by  a  conimittec 
of  subscribers,  and  all  the  subscribers  have  the  privilege 
of  introducing  a  friend.  The  room  in  which  the  library 
is  held  is  decorated  with  a  well-finished  portrait  of  Mr. 
Fletcher,  c.-cecutcd  at  the  request  and  expense  of  the 
subscribers. 


Is  situated  on  the  north  side  of  Watergatc-strcet, 
adjoining  Trinity  Church ;  it  is  an  ancient  structure, 
chietiy  of  brick,  but  partly  of  stone,  having  several 
entrances,  and  evidently  built  or  reiniircd  at  various 
distant  periods  ;  over  one  of  the  doors  is  an  armorial  coat, 
in  a  stone  tablet,  \vith  three  garbs  (without  the  sword) 
and  the  earl's  coronet  above.  The  edifice,  although 
more  than  sufficient  for  the  decayed  port  of  Chester,  is  a 
paltry  and  unsightly  building,  intruding  into  the  proper 
line  of  the  street  several  feet,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  the 
connnissioners  of  his  Majesty's  customs  will  shew  them- 
selves friendly  to  the  improvement  of  llie  street,  by  t;il-.i;ig 
the  first  opportunity  of  throwing  it  back. 

The  old  bridge,— engine-house,— theatre.  Union, 
Commercial,  and  new  Linen-halls,  have  already  been 
described. 


Ii)2  lusToin'  (>!•■  chkstk; 


Cijiin'triijie  $u<>titutionrp. 


It  has  elsewhere  hecu  rcniarl^eil  in  this  \voii<,  iha," 
the  citv  of  Chester  abounds  with  institutions,  whose 
object  is  to  meliorate  tlie  condition  of  sufl'erlnij  humanity 
in  iill  its  diversified  forms  of  wretchedness.  Here  is  a 
comfortable  receptacle,  with  wholesome  food,  for  the 
poor  and  aged  ;— a  well-regulated  sanctuary,  with  skilful 
physicians,  and  requisite  comforts,  to  alleviate  the  pres- 
sure of  disease  and  pain  ; — seminaries  in  abundance  lor 
the  instruction  of  the  ignorant ;— a  refuge  open  ixjr  the  un- 
fortunate penitent  Magdalen  ; — an  asylum  for  the  protec- 
tion of  pitiable  maniacs ;— and  a  sluice  of  mercy  open  lo 
the  calls  of  poor  females,  in  the  time  of  nature's  sorrow. 
And  independent  of  these,  most  of  them  nmnificently 
supported  by  volnntary  contributions,  the  streams  of 
charity  flow  copiotisly  through  numerous  channels  of 
individual  kindness,  to  feed  the  hungry  and  clothe  the 
naked.  Of  our  public  charities,  I  shall  here  give  an  enu- 
meration, with  a  short  sketch  of  their  history  and  present 
state. 


ijfuoc  of  Jnmisti'i.'. 

Among  the  public  or  general  charities,  ihe  Hou'^e  of 
Industry  claims  precedence.  It  is  situated  near  the  bank 
of  the  river,  on  the  north-west  angle  of  the  Roodeye,  and 
was  built  by  the  corporation  in  IJ-'j?.  for  the  accommo- 
dation of  the  city.  It  is  governed  by  the  mayor,  recorder, 
and  aldermen  (being  justices  of  the  peace)  for  the  time 
being,  and  seventy-four  other  guardians,  elected  by  the 
nine  parishes  of  the  city,  according  to  an  act  of  parlia- 
ment passed  in  the  year  17G2.  By  this  act,  the  poor- 
house  was  vested  in  the  above  guardians  for  ninety-nine 
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yiMi-s,  from  tlie  1st  of  May,  1762,' for  the  sum  of  90/.  a 
year,  with  power  in  the  guardians  to  terminate  ilie  en- 
guijement  after  the  first  seven  year.--,  bv  i;iving  ci!,'lit 
months  notiee. 

In  the  year  1S19,  an  adthtional  buildiniv  \vas  ci'ccted 
Oil  the  west  side  of  the  ['oor-house,  designed  as  an  asy- 
Inm  for  panper  lunaiics.  'J'his  may  be  considered  a  most 
humane  adjunct;  its  cost  was  about  ^001.;  and  the 
average  of  inmates  is  about  twenty-two.  In  1823,  ano- 
(lier  and  important  appendage  was  added  to  the  liouse, 
by  tlR'  addition  of  a  seliool,  for  educating  the  infant 
pi'.upers,  on  which  was  expended  the  sum  of  523/.  and  iu 
which  are  constantly  taught  about  50  children.  A  warm 
bath  was  likewise  fi.^ed  in  the  house  in  1821,  which,  with 
its  a[)pai"itus,  is  highly  complete  in  every  part. 

There  are  few  places  in  the  kingdom  wheie  the  com- 
forts of  the  poor  arc  so  efficiently  provided  for,  as  in  tliis 
institution.  The  board  of  guardians  meet  every  Thurs- 
day, when  each  individual  case  of  the  out-poor  is  brought 
bcl'ore  them;  and  when  each  inmate  of  the  house  is  at 
liberty  to  state  his  complaint,  if  he  have  any  to  prefer. 
The  internal  management  is  truly  excellent,  and  exhibits 
an  exam[)le  that  may  be  advantageously  followed  by  any 
v.'ork-house  in  the  nation.  The  food  of  the  inmates  is 
good  and  nutritious;  their  treatment,  gentle  and  hu- 
mane, while  an  ap[iearau(:e  of  cleanliness  and  an  air 
of  comjiarative  comfort  are  prominently  discoverable 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  little  community.  For  20 
years,  Mr.  Jarvis  has  had  the  superintendence  and  ma- 
nagement of  the  house  affairs,  and  it  is  to  Iiis  humanity 
and  unceasing  attentions,  with  those  of  Mrs.  Jarvis,  who  is 
n)atron  of  the  liouse,  that  is  to  be  attributed  this  excellent 
state  of  its  internal  government. 

The  annual  amount  of  rates  for  the  support  of  the 
poor  ill  AW  nine  parishes  of  Chester,  has  varied  wiihin  the 
hist  ;\ve:ity  years  Ironi  1000/.  to  2000/.  per  annum.  By 
relcri'iice  to  the  subjoined  tables,  the  exact  amount  of  the 
levies  and  expenditure  from  ISll  to  IBJJQ,  distinguishing 
the  amount  in  each  year,  will  be  seen,  \vhich  will  afford 
the  most  satisfactory  account  on  the  subject  I  can  give. 

V(,'L.  II.  B  B 
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jJiG  HISTOKV  OF  CHK.S'n'.P.. 

Of  ihis  important  Institution,  crcJitiible  alilce  to  our  touniy  and  city, 
tlie  autlior  was  anxious  to  obtain  an  accurate  and  correct  account,  IVoui  iis 
lirst  cstablisiiment.  It  was  dcsiralile,  also,  to  ascertain  its  capabilities  in  llie 
promotion  of  its  grand  objects,  as  v/ell  as  to  form  an  estimate  of  its  merits, 
as  compared  witli  other  similar  public  hospitals.  In  the  prosecution  of  such 
a  sketch  as  this,  he  was  deeply  sensible  of  his  own  inability,  particularly  as 
arising  from  a  want  of  professional  and  scientilic  knowledge,  the  absence  of 
_  which  must  have  left  his  design,  in  several  of  its  most  important  particulars, 

//'y  exceedingly  defective.     He  has  had  tlie  good  fortune,  however,  to  be  relieved 

from  this  dilemma,  by  the  kindness  of  a  poukman  every  way  competent  to 
'    -■'•'•  the  task,  who  h>  complini^cc  wnh  the  author's  request,  consented  to  draw  up 

the  following  summary.     It  is  somewhat  longer  than  the  limits  of  the  work 
will  with  propriety  tillow,  but  I  am  unwilling  to  curtail  any  part  of  it,  lest 
the  public  should  be  deprived  of  a  particle  of  its  benefits,  but  may  be  allowed 
to  print  the  arti'-le  in  a  smaller  type. 
• ,  This  noble  and  comprehensive  charily  was  instituted  April  ITC^i  3'"'''' 

opened,   with  the  consent  of  the   corporation,  in  the  unoccupied  part  ot  tlie 
Elue-scliool,  Northgatc-strcet,  January,  17o(J- 
Sir  Richard  Brooke,  Bart.  ) 
Trnflbrd  Barnston,  Esq.     \  Tre.tsurers. 
AVilliam  Cowper,  SI.U.     ) 
Mr.  Kobcrt  Baniston,  Deputy-Treasurer. 
Dr.  M'eaver,")  Mr.  Venables,  ^ 

Mr.  Cotjrrave,     I   -, 

TM     f  r       1  /  surgeons. 

Blr.  Vauglian,     (       "=• 

fllr.  Kacketta,   J 
House-Apothecary,  Mr.  Thomas  Crane. 

It  was  soon  discovered,  however,  that  the. building  in  question  was  hut 
ill  adapted  for  the  purpose  of  a  general  and  county  hospital,  and  it  appears 
by  the  report  of  1758,  that  the  governors,  after  long  and  unsuccessful  attempts 
to  possess  themselves  of  a  piece  of  ground  lying  eastward  of  St.  .John's 
church  for  the  building  of  anew  Infirmary,  considered  themselves  fortunate 
that  they  were  disappointed  of  the  purchase,  a  more  convenient  situation 
being  pitched  upon,  adjoining  the  city  waUs,  and  not  far  distant  from  the 
^Vater-tower. 

The  Infirmary,  therefore,  properly  so  called,  was  erected  in  1/81)  and 
as  for  convenience  and  salubrity  of  station,  few  public  institutions  are  more 
favourably  circumstanced.  It  stands  at  an  elevation  of  about  (JO  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  river  Dee,  at  low  water,  and  conunands  a  delightful  view  of 
the  mountains  dividing  the  counties  of  Tlint  and  Denbigh. 

The  plan  of  the  building  is  that  of  a  quadrangle  of  four  stories,  fronting 
the  -west,  with  an  area  of  64  feet  by  42  in  the  centre.  The  sunk  or  basement 
story  consists  of  n  soriis  of  arched  collars  and  other  :ipartnients,  widi  fi'C 
places,  but  being  bmily  lighted,  drained,  and  ventilated,  they  have  hitlievtu 
been  of  little  use.  The  ground  fioor  is  occupied  by  otlices  delended  from  ihe 
weather  by  a  corridor,  or  open  gallery,  running  round  the  interior  of  the 
Vnilding,  while  the  first  and  second  floors  are  appropriated  to  lodging  the 
Jick  and  htuL 


Dr.  \v  caver,") 

Dr.  Hayes,     (  pi,,.;,;^;^,,;,. 

Dr.  Denton,  { 

Dr.  Tylston, 
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Tlie  [jvincipnl  wards  We  to  the  nonli  ami  soutli,  ami  run  the  wliole  length 
(100  feet)  of  tlic  Infirmary.     Kach  ward  contains  24  beds,  ranging  along  the  . 
opposite  sides — and  as  for  the  east  and  west  sides  of  tire  quadrangle,  they  are 
taken  up   with  stair-cases,   chapel,  and   four  small   rooms,   far  nurses,  &c. 
looking  (sec  plate)  into  the  area. 

I''rom  what  has  heeii  said  it  will  in  the  present  day  be  generally  admitted, 
that  the  original  plan  of  our  Infirmary  was  defective,  as  in  addition  to  the 
want  of  day-rooms,  &c.  for  the  convalescent,  there  was  no  provision  made 
for  the  separation  and  classification  of  patients,  according  to  disease  and 
urgency  of  symptoms.  "  Whoever  hasfrequented,"  says  Dr.  Ail;en,  "  the  mi- 
".serable  habitations  of  the  lowest  class  of  poor,  and  has  seen  disease  aggravated 
'•  by  a  total  want  of  every  comfort  arising  from  suitable  diet,  cleanliness  and 
*'  medicine,  must  be  struck  with  pleasure  at  tlie  cliange  on  their  admission 
"  into  an  hospital,  where  these  wants  are  abundantly  supplied,  and  where  a 
"number  of  skilful  persons  arc  co-operating  for  their  relief.  On  the  other 
"hand,  when  he  walks  through  the  long  wards  of  a  crowded  hospital,  and 
"  surveys  the  languid  countenances  of  the  patients — when  he  feels  tlie  pecu- 
"liarly  noisome  effluvia  so  unfriendly  to  every  vigorous  principle  of  life,  and 
"  compares  tlieir  transient  effect  upon  him,  with  that  to  be  expected  by  tliosc 
"  who  are  constantly  breathing  them,  and  imbibing  them  at  every  pore,  he 
"  will  be  apt  to  look  upon  a  liospiuil  as  a  dismal  prison,  where  the  sick  are 
"  sliut  up  from  tlie  rest  of  mankind  to  perish  by  mutual  contagion. 

"  The  disposition  of  the  lodging-rooms  (continues  tlie  same  autlior)  into 
"  long  wards,  is  a  pernicious  fault,  insomuch  that  I  would  ass'gn  it  as  the 
"  principal  cause  of  bad  air  in  hospitals,  and  it  is  evident  that  tliis  must  be 
"  the  case  from  the  very  reason  which  led  to  the  contrivance;  viz.  tliat  a 
"largo  number  might  be  lodged  in  a  siiiall  space,  Kvery  person  even  in 
"  health,  by  his  ureath  and  theeiHuvia  arising  from  his  body  vitiates  a  cjuan- 
"  tity  of  air  around  him  ;  and  the  only  reason  why  we  do  not  in  general 
"  perceive  any  bad  ciTects  from  the  poison  generated  by  tliis  vitiation  is  that 
"it  is  usually  diluted  with  a  large  quantity  of  fresh  air,  and  carried  off' by  a 
"free  circulation.  If  the  quantity  of  air  be  losened,  or  its  circulation  ini. 
"  pedcd,  r;oxious  effects  will  be  proportionally  shown.  Tlie  degree  to  wliieli 
"this  may  be  done  without  producing  any  injury  of  consequence  cannot  be 
"  exactly  ascertained  ;  but  there  is  no  doubt  tliat  it  must  become  hurtful 
"  when  such  a  number  as  from  20  to  50  persons,  many  of  them  afflicted  witli 
"  ulcers  and  other  diseases,  which  tend  to  aggravate  the  putresency  of  the 
"  fluids,  are  constantly  confined  together  in  a  room  just  large  enough  to  hold 
"their  beds.  The  circumstance  of  continuing  through  the  day  in  the  room 
"  where  they  slept,  is  a  considerable  aggravation  of  the  evil.  Tiie  bed 
"  cloatlis  acquire  a  strong  impregnation  from  the  perspired  vapours  of  the 
"  I'g'iti  as  is  evident  on  first  entering  the  bed  chamber  of  a  single  person  in 
"  hcaltli,  and  their  soft  porus  texture  renders  them  extremely  tenacious  of 
"  every  kind  of  aiHuvia.  It  would  therefore  be  a  good  regulation  in  every 
"  hospital,  especially  such  as  are  in  any  degree  crowded,  that  all  the  patienls 
"  wlio  arc  capable  of  silling  up  should  remain  througli  tlie  day  in  large  airy 
"halls,  and  th.it  their  wards  and  bedding  should,  in  the  mean  time,  be  aj 
"  much  as  possible  exposed  to  ventilation." 

In  making  these  quotations,  my  design  is  far  from  wisliing  to  raise  a 
prejudice  against  this  orany  other  similar  charity  ;  on  tlie  contrary,  my  object 
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is  to  introduce  the  Clicstcr  Infirmary  to  the  nouce  of  tlic  public,  Jm/iroiTii 
agreeably  to  the  siiggcstions  of  reason  ami  experience,  and  by  far  the  most 
valuable  of  the  numerous  charitable  institutions  in  this  ancient  city.  "  Wo 
held  that  the  defects  or  all  establishments  whose  aim  is  the  alkviation  of 
human  misery,  should  be  fairly  stated,  that  their  supporters  may  be  conti- 
nually animated  by  the  desire  of  improvement  and  unwearied  in  their  exertions 
to  cftiiet  it." 

For  the  last  six  years  persevering  endeavours  have  been  made  by  a 
respectable  body  of  subscribers  to  introduce  the  improvements  adopted  "  in 
plan  as  well  as  in  government,"  at  other  similar  institutions.  That  a  diversity 
of  opinion  on  these  topics  sheuld  have  prevailed  is  liardly  to  be  wondered  at. 
Happily,  hov/ever,  opposition  may  be  said  to  be  at  an  end,  and  it  is  devoutly 
to  be  hoped  that  all  future  difficulties  "  will  be  surmounted  by  the  zealous 
and  harmonious  co-opcvalion  of  the  real  friends  of  this  noble  institution." 

"  17th  Nov.  I!i2;). 
'*  At  a  .Stated  General  Board  holden  tliis  day  ;  present  Lord  ilelgrave,  pre- 
sident, the  Lord  llishop  of  C'liester,  &c.  t^c. 

'•  It  was  resolved, 
'■  That  a  dispensary  branch  be  .idded  to  this  institution,  and  that  a  com. 
iniltee  of  seven  gentlemen  be  appointed  (three  to  bo  a  quorum)  to  decide 
wliich  of  the  plans  in  the  report  (read  this  day)  shall  be  adopted.  The  fol- 
lowing to  form  the  comniitteo  :  —  Kev.  J.  Briggs,  i\lr.  Simon  Snow,  Mr. 
Jlorrall,  .llr  Swanwick,  Captain  'Wrench,  i\I;ijor  Tomkinson,  and  the  Very 
Rev.  the  Dean  of  Chester. 

"  That  the  hoard  is  most  anxious  to  see  the  acknowledged  improvements 
whieli  have  been  adopted  as  ^vell  in  pliui  as  in  government  of  other  charitable 
medical  institutions,  carried  into  efi'ect  VJilh  the  least  possible  delay  at  the 
Chester  Inlirmary. 

"  That  this  boardinfurllicrance  of  this  object,  appoint  the  following  com- 
mittee to  alter  and  repair  the  Infirmary  ;  for  which  purpose  it  authorises  the 
sale  of  stock  not  exceeding  £20(10,  and  commits  the  outlay  of  this  sum  to 
their  discretion  and  judgment.  (Four  to  form  a  quorum.)  'i'he  coumiittee 
to  consist  of  ihc  Right  ]tcv.  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Chester,  Sir  F.  Curlifi'e, 
Bart.  AV.  Tomkinson,  Esq.  JL  G.  Perryn,  Ksq.  H.  Potts,  Esq.  tlie  Kev.  J. 
Briggs,  and  Lord  Belgravc.  The  first  meeting  of  this  connnittee  to  be  at 
half-past  twelve  on  Tuesday  next. 

"  That  the  tlianks  of  this  board  be  given  to  Lord  Belgravc  for  his  eiiicicnt 
services  in  the  chair." 

In  attempting  to  convey  an  idea  of  the  improvements  effected,  I  shall 
begin  with  thelabours  of  the  building  committee,  of  whose  zeal  and  efficiency 
it  would  be  impossible  to  speak  in  terms  of  too  high  praise. 

By  forming  an  area  round  three  sides  of  the  building,  an  admirable 
w.-ish-house,  laundry,  and  drying-roim,  in  the  baseiuent  (to  the  east)  have 
been  obtained,  while  the  greater  part  of  the  premises  to  tlie  nortli  are  rendered 
available  as  laboratories,  store  roomK,  i&c.  e\;c.  Tl'.e  rooms  to  the  front  are 
particularly  light  and  airy,  and  as  they  are  furnisiied  with  chimnies  m.iy,  if 
wanted,  be  readily  converted  hito  wards  for  receiving  patients  labouring  under 
the  higher  forms  of  delirium,  epilepsy,  hysteria,  itc.  Nor  should  it  be  for- 
gotten,   the  said  wards  would  bo  well  adapted  (being  completely  separated 


cHAraTAnLR    iN.vfirin'K)X.s.  1!M) 

from  the  other  warils)  for  treating  cases  of  casual  snwU-pox,  and  oilier  infec- 
tious diseases  hardly  admissible,  regard  being  paid  to  the  safety  of  clliers 
in  the  ordinary  wards  of  an  Inlirniary. 

The  brew-house  and  cellars  remain  as  formerly,  save  inasmuch  as  they 
now  are  drained  and  ventilated  ;  and  in  general  terms  it  may  be  asserted  that 
.the  improvements  realized  in  this  story  would  justify  the  expenditure  of 
nearly  the  whole  sum  (£2000)  voted  for  repairing  and  altering  the  Infirmary. 
On  the  ground  floor  important  improvements  have  also  been  made — thus 
an  independent  suite  of  apartments  for  the  dispensary  branch  of  the  charity, 
consistiu"  of  a  waiting  room  for  patients,  a  medical  shop,  a  prescribing  and 
an  examining  room  for  the  physician  and  surgeon  in  attendance,  and  a  silting 
and  bed  room  for  the  visiting  surgeon,  have  been  provided,  leaving  the  follow, 
ing  range  of  oiTices  for  the  hospital : — viz.  board-room,  library,  medical  shop, 
house-surgeon's  sitting  and  bed-room,  pupil's  bed-room,  matron's  parlour 
and  dining-room,  servants'  bed-room,  kitchen  and  back-kitchen,  matron's 
office  and  store-room. 

To  make  up  for  the  waiting  and  receiving  rooms  displaced  by  the  dispen. 
sary  .arrangements,  it  is  intendcJ  that  the  in-patients  on  Tuesdays,  shall  as- 
semble in  the  entrance-hall,  and  that  the  library  be  used  the  same  days  as  the 
admission  room  ;  half  the  spaces  undet  the  nurses'  rooms  (see  plan)  arc  occu- 
pied by  boilers  for  supplying  water  and  steam  to  a  set  of  six  convertible 
baths,  hot.  cold,  shower,  and  vapour.  The  two  adjoining  the  rooms  in 
which  the  boilers  are  jJaced  arc  for  the  use  of  the  public,  one  for  the  rich 
upon  the  paymentVif  the  usual  charge,  the  oihcr  for  tlie  dispensary  patients, 
grads.  The  remaining  four  on  .the  first  and  second  floors  are  for  the  use  of 
patients,  male  and  female  respeciively. 

By  referring  to  the  comparative  plan,  it  will  be  perceived  that  the  galle- 
rics-,  nurses'  rooms,  bath.s,  and  water  closets  are  altogether  new  or  super- 
added ;  that  the  long  wards  are  divided,  and  that  the  small  rooms  to  the 
east  and  west  have  become,  by  throwing  the  passages  in  front  into  them,  the 
most  desirable  wards  in  the  liifirmary. 

It  is  proposed  to  make  the  wards  to  the  east  into  day  or  dining-rooms, 
.ind  tliosc  to  the  front  of  the  building  into  sleeping-rooms  for  the  convales- 
cent, thus  providing  a  change  of  air  and  scene,  with  the  advantage  of 
the  exercise  of  walking,  witliout  incurring  the  risk  of  disturbing  their  neigh- 
bours, confined  to  bed  through  accident  or  by  dangerous  illness. 

The  plan  of  the  second  floor  as  to  galleries,  &c.  is  similar  to  the  first, 
and  inasmuch  as  the  fever-wards  were,  originally  fitted  up  in  a  temporary 
manner,  by  merely  dividing  the  long  ward  to  the  north  by  a  wooden  parti- 
tion for  men  and  women,  the  addition  of  day-rooms  to  the  cost  and  west  for 
the  convalescent  of  each  sex,  forms  an  important  improvement.  The  wards 
moreover  are  now  countercciled,  and  the  establishment  of  galleries  has  obvi- 
ated the  necessity  of  transmitting  the  female  patients  through  the  men's  ward 
as  formerly.  'I'he  nurse's  room  is  placed  in  the  centre,  thereby  cn.ibling  her 
111.-  hiilcr  to  intend  to  the  sick  ;  and  tlie  hulh  established  in  this  important 
division  of  the  institution  cannot  fail  to  add  to  the  resources  of  the  pliysician 
ill  cases  of  given  emergency.  Having  thus  attempted  to  dcvelope  the  do- 
mestic improvements,  I  have  now  to  give  an  account  of  the  government  of  the 
institution,  with  a  notice  of  tlie  more  important  alteiatiotis  made  r.t  different 
times  in  the  regulations. 
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GOVERNMEiS'T. 

Tlic  government  of  tliis  institution  is  placed   in  tlie  hands  of  curtail. 

governoi-s,  by  tlie  name  of  Governors  of  the  General  Infirmary  at  Clie.iter  : 

Benefactors  of  twenty  guineas  or  upwards,  at  one  time,  are  governors  for  life  ; 
subscribers  of  two  guineas  per  annitm,  or  upv;ards,  are  governors  during 
payment ;  subscribers  of  one  guinea  yearly  have  tile  privilege  of  recommend- 
ing any  number  of  out-patients ;  and  subscribers  of  two  guineas  yearly 
(governors)  have  tlio  same  privilege  as  to  out-patients,  and  further,  of 
recommending  two  in-patients  annunlly.  The  physicians  and  surgeons  of 
the  Infirmary  are  governors. 

The  committee  of  management  consist  of  twelve  governors,  exclusively 
of  the  president,  vice-president,  and  physician  and  surgeon  in  attendance  ; 
four  of  the  twelve  go  out  at  each  of  the  stated  boards  in  November  and  Jlay, 
when  four  olliers  are  elected,  and  so  on  at  the  end  of  every  six  months. 

The  weekly  board  of  the  committee,  consisting  of  tliree  at  leust,  inde- 
pendently !/f  the  physician  and  surgeon  of  the  weeli,  meet  every  Tues- 
day, at  eleven  o'clock,  to  regulate  all  matters  relating  to  the  discharge  and 
admission  of  patients,  and  internal  management  of  the  house. 

The  medical  stafi:'  of  the  Infirmary  is  composed  of  three  physici.ms  and 
three  surgeons,  of  a  house  surgeon,  and  a  visiting  surgeon  for  the  dispensary. 

No   physician  is  eligible  who  is  not  a  graduate  of  the  following  universities 

0.\ford,  Cambridge,  Dublin,  Edinburgh,  or  Glasgow. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  the  custom  of  prefacing  the  annual  reports  with 
an  address  to  the  public  has  for  many  years  been  discontinued,  a^  surely  tlie 
auditors  might  contrive  to  exhibit  the  state  of  the  Infirmary  in  lunguai;c 
sufficiently  varied  to  avoid  the  risk  of  giving  offence  to  the  most  fastidious 
by  its  sameness.  A  few  extracts  from  the  medical  registers  of  the  institution 
in  connexion  with  meteorological  observations  for  the  difFerent  months  of 
the  year,  would  prove  an  endless  source  of  interest  to  the  subscribers  in 
general,  and  especially  to  those  engaged  in  the  investigation  of  tiie  influence  of 
the  seasons  upon  public  health  in  different  districts. 

That  the  governors  of  the  Chester  Infirmary  have  l)cen  honorably 
distinguished  in  the  race  of  improvement  is  unquestionable.  In  tlie  re- 
port for  1/78,  it  is  remarked,  "The  Infirmary  was  instituted  and  main- 
tained by  the  most  amiable  principle  in  the  human  breast,  that  of  preservhig 
the  lives  of  their  fellow-creatures,  and  of  relieving  extreme  wretchedness 
■when  oppressed  with  disease  and  poverty.  Incited  by  the  same  humane 
principle,  the  Governors  of  the  charity  have  extended  tlieir  patronage  to 
another  benevolent  institution." 

At  a  special  general  board,  held  at  the  Infirmary  on  the  lith  of  Nov. 
177fl,  rewards  were  offered  for  recovering  persons  apparently  dead  ;  beir.g 
convinced  by  the  most  incontrovertible  evidence  that  persons  recoverable  by 
proper  treatment,  have  olien  lost  their  lives  from  being  falsely  supposed  dead, 
l>y  drowning. 

In  imitation  of  the  lioyul  Humane  Society,  instituted  in  177-1,  rewards 
were  offered  to  tliose  persons  adbrding  the  first  assistance  ;  tlie  physicians  and 
surgeons  of  the  Infirmary  engaged  to  give  their  assistance  when  called  to 
unhappy  sufferers ;  the  best  method  of  treatment  for  recovering  persons  appa- 
rently dead  was  publislicd  in  the  Chester   Courant  and  Chronicle,  and  also 


CHAKiTABLK      INSTITUTIONS.  201 

pviiuciT  on  a.  separato  jxip-T,  in  crJ.-.r  lo  be  dispcrscl  wiierever  iluvc  was  a 
probability  of  bcinj;  useful. 

In  tlic  rqiort  for  tlic  following  yc.ir  it  is  stiitcil,  "  ^\'u  now  beg  leave 
10  cnll  tlic  public  attention  to  another  point,  vi;.  tlie  sclicme  for  preventing 
tlic  progress  of  the  natural  small  pox,  anil  for  general  inoculation.  This  is 
c.arrieil  on  by  a  separate  fund,  (like  the  Humane  Society.)  In  favour  of  llie 
practice  of  inoculation  it  is  observed,  scarcely  one  in  a  hundred  dies  of  the 
inoculated  patients,  and  about  one  in  live  of  those  who  t.ake  the  natural  small 
pox,  so  that  wc  may  fairly  conclude  the  inoculation  of  a  hundred  patients 
may  he  the  saving  of  nineteen  lives." 

Tlie  report  concludes  by  recommending  lo  the  subscribers  a  stricter 
attention  to  the  general  meetings,  and  even  to  particular  board  days,  as  the 
burden  of  attend.ance  often  lay  on  the  gentlemen  of  the  faculty,  of  whose 
unwearied  zeal  and  attention  to  every  point  wherein  they  can  be  useful,  deserve 
the  thanks  of  all  who  wish  well  to  the  Infnmary. 

It  is  iiroper  to  explain,  say  the  auditors  for  17«:!,  ■' wh.-it  we  think  a 
very  important  improvement  in  the  regulations  of  this  charity.  Accordmg 
to  the  statutes  of  most  Inlirmaries  infectious  diseases  are  excluded,  parti- 
cularly infectious  fevers.  By  this  prohibition  the  most  distressed  and  afflicted 
objects  have  been  rendered  incapable  of  relief  from  this  charitable  establish, 
nient.  M'lien  a  fever  comes  into  a  poor  family  it  is  generally  propagated  by 
infection.  The  whole  family  arc  frequently  seized  one  after  anotlier,  and 
exhibit  a  scene  of  wretchedness  the  most  completely  miserable  ;  they  become 
incapaljle  of  assisting  one  another,  and  tlie  neighbours  are  unwilling  to  offer 
them  assistance  through  fear  of  the  infection  ;  they  have  hitlierto  been  deprived 
of  the  aid  of  hospitals,  lest  the  infection  should  spread  to  the  other  patients, 
but  the  institution  of  tlic  small-pox  society  has  taught  us  with  what  ease  and 
certainty  even  that  most  pestilential  infection  may  be  avoided  by  tlie  obsev- 
vancc  of  a  few  simple  regulations. 

"  Last  autumn  more  putrid  fevcr.s  appeared  in  Chester  than  at  .any  tune 
since  the  year  1774,  they  liad  spread  througli  many  poor  families;  the  injury 
they  had  already  done,  and  the  still  greater  injury  that  might  reason,ibly  be 
a])preliended,  induced  tlie  governors  to  comply  loith  the  admct:  vf  the  Pliy- 
ticians  to  admit  fevers  into  separate  apartments  of  the  Infirmary.  This  measure 
has  been  justified,  as  in  no  instance  was  the  infection  communicated,  but  to 
one  of  the  attendants  on  the  fever  patients.  Thirty  cases  of  IVver  were  .ad- 
mitted, many  of  them  in  the  most  imminent  danger,  yet  they  all,  except  one 
recovered.  Tlic  mischief  prevented  in  this  way  can  only  be  calculated  by  the 
fatality  in  otlier  towns  where  tlie  same  fever  has  raged,  and  this  useful  regu- 
lation has  not  been  adopted." 

To  deny  the  existence  of  febrile  contagion,  would  be  to  set  aside  every 
law  of  medical  evidence.  There  is  no  doubt,  however,  that  many  cases  ot 
fever  are  referred  to  sulsisiiug  contagion,  that  really  depend  upon  local  causes, 
aided  by  poverty,  the  want  of  fresh  air,  and  of  personal  cleanliness :  hence  the 
huuianiiy  of  renioving  fever  patients  in  gener.il  to  dry.  lofty,  and  well  aired 
apanuienls,  as  the  chance  of  recovery  will  be  greatly  advanced_  by  a  change 
of  station,  wliether  tlic  disease  shall  have  sprung  from  eitlicr  midaria  or  con- 
tagion. That  tlie  correspondence  and  publications  uf  the  late  Dr.  Haygatth 
have  had  an  extensive  inilucnce  on  the  opinions  of  physicians,  ;is  to  the  laws 
of  cont.igion,   can  hardly  be  doubted;  but  in  tiating  the  progress  of  improyc- 
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iiicntjit  IS  not  to  be  forgotten  tint  the  ijuarantine  laws,  illiistr.iteil  bytlic  writings 
of  fll'Ivcnzio,  Kussdl,  Bruce,  iJowiird,  and  otlicrs,  on  tlio  plague,  must  liave 
jircpaveil  lliu  public  mind  in  some  degree  for  the  reception  of  the  doctrines 
taught  by  that  truly  eminent  physician,  touching  the  limited  inllufncc  of 
contagion  in  smal!-pox,  is  well  as  in  typhus  or  contagious  fcvcv. 

The  venerable  and  excellent  Pr.  Currie,  who  n'as  united  with  tlie  late 
Dr.  Haygavtli  in  the  above  honourable  reconintendation,  observes  in  a  letter 
to  his  kinsman.  Dr.  Currie,  of  Liverpool,  dated  15th  August,  1S02  : — "I 
constantly  attended  the  Infirmary  for  10  years,  and  there  never  was  at  any 
one  time  reason  to  suspect  that  contagion  had  been  communicated  from  tlie 
fevcr.wards  to  the  other  patients  in  the  house.  M'ith  proper  attention  to 
separation,  ventilation,  and  cleanliness,  patients  in  fevers  may,  I  am  confi- 
dent, be  admitted  into  every  Infirmary,  v/ith  the  greatest  benefit  to  the  sick, 
and  v/lth  the  most  perfect  safety  to  tl'.e  other  patients.  Ey  an  early  removal 
of  tile  sick  from  their  own  houses  to  the  fever  wards,  the  future  important 
object  is  obtained  of  checking  the  progress  of  contagion  in  the  town.  When  it 
is  considered  that  the  limited  sphere  of  contagion  is  clearly  ascertained,  it  is 
surprising  that  well-informed  medical  men  can  entertain  doubts  of  the  expe- 
diency of  a  measure,  that  promises  to  be  so  highly  beneficial  to  mankind." 
From  the  date  of  the  fever  wards  to  1827,  a  period  of  43  years,  it  does  not 
appear  that  any  decided  improvement  in  the  economy  of  our  Infirmary  has 
been  made.  At  the  latter  period  an  important  change  was  tft'ectcd'  in  its 
regulations  by  transferring  the  majiageinent  of  it^,  affairs  from  open  wecldy 
boards  to  a  committee  of  management,  in  the  hopes  tliat  an  increased  degree 
of  order,  consistency,  and  practiced  efficiency  would  he  given  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  institution. 

Upon  the  institution  of  the  fever-v/ards  in  i^VA,  it  appears  that  each 
patient  was  cliarged  Td.  per  day  towards  defraying  the  expencc  of  his  board. 
In  March,  lUOj,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  charge  should  be  increased  from 
7d.  to  Is.  and  it  staiuls  recorded  that  the  important  sura  of  .£21fi.  7s-  Oi.  w.is 
so  raised  In  1819.  The  governors  of  the  Chester  Znnnr.ary  iiave  therefore 
the  additional  merit  of  having  been  among  the  first  to  apply  tiie  self-;;u]iport- 
ing  principle  to  medical  charity." 

*  Mr.  Smith,  surgeon,  Soutliam,  hns  deservedly  obtained  much  credit  for  l;is  exer- 
tions to  introduce  "  Independent  iiirdical  charities"  to  the  notice  of  the  iiuhlic,liul  i, 
rcsr.idlor  hiiloncul  truth  dem.indb  it  should  he  recorded,  tijat  an  indciKudcnt  Distcfi- 
siiry  ivas  instituted  at  Oxford,  IsOr,  and  lurlher  thai  the  iJiiiiCii  le  of  nu.uu.l  iniur.iuce 
is  extensively  iieled  n|ion  ;it  Die  Norlll  Stan'ord  liillrm.iiy  under  llie  lead  01  "  Jisia- 
IdiahmeiU  .Sebscriplions."  Jn  ISIO,  rroih.iuls  were  eiicobied  for  exleiidmi,' the  plan, 
and  lierpctuatiny  the  utility  ol'  the  Ucoliitili  Dispensary,  hy  erecting  a  Jial. lie  huilniiiu 
with  a  suite  of  aparimctits  for  tiie  purpose  oi  a  Dispensary  proi.erly  so  railed,  wiili  a  few 
juoms  orwards  for  accommodating  the  occasional  deinand,  and  varyiv,'  ciri  r.nisl.inces 
of  accident,  disease,  and  poverty,  upon  tlle  express  principle,  that  each  patient  admitled 
should  p.^y  a  staled  weekly  sum  loivaids  Jefrayinf  Ihe  cxpcnc"  of  liis  hoard,  cither  by 
himself,  by  his  friends,  or  by  llie  oveisti  is  of  his  iiariili.  It  ii  well  linolvn  to  those  viho 
lu.ve  visited  the  iiicdic.l  establish  nit  ol  ui  the  Conlincnt,  thai  thire  exist  in  liance, 
oiukT  the  u.iiu.:  ol  M..i.„  is  de  iaiile,  Imiises  lor  the  recenuvi  oilh.  vek,  m  "hich 
ilKiu;li  I  arily  iii..iii!ained  by  the  puhlic,  vlie  ii.uients  admitted  into  liH..i  pay  weekly 
suuispioponioual  loihe  .iccomuiodalions  iliey  enjoy.  In  1K51,  an  aj-  liin.  lor  Ihe  leeovtry 
of  health  vra.«  opened  in  London  upon  ihis  plan,  wherciiy  the  three  follo.viii:;  advaiilaBcs 
are  obtained  i  lit.  Such  as  aie  poor,  hut  nol  wholly  without  property  or  resource,  are  pro- 
vided with  aecoMimodatiuiis  more  suitable  to  their  eiriunislaoee!  than  liny  could 
ohlaiu  in  public  bospiijis.  jnd.  Tile  liospitais  are  lelievcd  by  excUulins;  ii^l"'h>  "■•'' 
oushl  iioi  lo  i,e  Mliolly  juaiiiljincit  hy  JiMilv,  arid  U.ev  are  conse.iueivjy  a'jle  'o  reeciv. 
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DISPENSARY. 

It  win  be  rocolkcU'd  that  at  tlic  stalcil  gciieial  buanl,  liolilcn  of.  tha  i'/ih 
•rf  Novciiibcr,  lli'J'J,  it  was  rcsolvuil,  tluit  a  Uispuii.sary  branch  be  aililed  lu 
the  institution.  I  sl'.all  thtrefoie  contlutle  my  account  of  tlie  In/irifiarj,  by 
(^ivin;;  an  outline  of  that  important  incajuiv. 

Tliis  improvement  was  stroni;ly  reconnnenduil  in  i!:e  report  of  tlic  com- 
initlec  ajipoiiiteil  to  revise  the  rules  in  laH"].  For  several  years  after  tiie 
!n.«trtution  of  the  Inlirniary,  in  1700,  the  establislnnent  of  Dispensaries  for 
ilie  relieving  the  sick  poor  at  their  own  habitations  was  unknown.  The  first 
of  the  improved  Lojidon  Dispensaries  (the  AlJersgate-.^trcet)  v/aj  opened  in 
!77<'.  '^d  the  only  provision  made  by  therules  of  the  Iniitmary  in  17.'j5, 
17(j:;,  I/fia,  ISlC  .and  1(127,  was  that  out-patients  be  aduiitled  one  stated 
day  wcel;ly  (Tuesday),  between  the  hoius  of  eleven  and  twelve,  and  be 
assisted  "  with  advice  and  medicine,  and  be  no  other  way  chargeable  to  the 
"  inslilulion,  ami  that  they  bring  lillets  for  bleeding,  and  phials  and  gallipots 
"  I'or  medicine,  and  that  such  patients  as  shall  absent  themselves  for  two 
"  Fridays  successively,  with.out  leave  from  their  physician  or  surgeon,  shall 
"  l)e  discli.irged." 

Such  were  the  rules  for  the  out-patients,  but  it  will  readily  be  admitted, 
that  "a  well  conducted  Dispensary  has  llie  advantage  of  administering  com- 
"  fort  and  relief  to  poor  families  over  every  other  variety  of  charity,  as  tlte 
"  best  medical  assistance  at  a  light  expence,  compared  to  that  of  an  hospital, 
"  may  be  extended  to  tliem  without  mingling  with  diseased  and  dying  stran- 
"  gers,  or  depriving  them  of  the  soothing  attentions  of  their  nearest  relatives." 

In  reference  to  the  expcnce  arising  from  this  new  branch  of  the  charity, 
it  is  calculated  that  a  slight  addition  (i'lO.)  will  only  be  made  to  the  bur- 
thens of  thelnlirmary,  for  "  many  in-i>atienta  would  greatly  prefer  the  com- 
forts of  home  with  the  most  scanty  provision  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  to  the 
wards  of  an  Inlirniary,  provided  they  could  command  (free  of  expense)  pro- 
per medical  assistance,"  and  it  is  not  to  be  forgotten  that  a  saving  ui)on  eaeh 
patient  treated  at  home  will  be  efleeted  in  the  proportion  of  one  to  twenty, 
in  that  of  three  shillings  to  three  pounds  ! 

riie  following  are  the  rules  agreed  upon  for  the  goverraiieni  of  tiiis  de- 
partment of  cliarily.  Tliey  are  substantially  the  same  witli  tliose  given  in  by 
the  Dispensary  committee  to  the  stated  board  of  the  17tli  of  Nov.  last  :— 

l.Tlial  a  new  mc.licnl  olCccr  he  .ippciiiucd  uiid.r  the  name  of  visiting  sureeon, 
whose  wl.ule  time  slK.ll  be  Kivcn  to  tliedulies  of  l.is  iippoiiumcilt,  that  lie  shall  rcjide 
Bithiii  tilt  liilirmary.sliall  nlleiid  in  the  apanmLnt  appropriated  10  the  Dispensary 
riraiich,  at  Mich  liiiiirsas  the  committee  of  niaiiascment  shall  from  lime  to  thiieappuinl, 
lor  the  purpose  of  Ulapensini!  medicines. 

2.  That  an  apprentice  to  this  visiting  surseoii  be  admitted,  on  paymontofa  fiC  el 
200  guineas  fur  hve  years. 

1  larger  mimbcr  of  the  totally  destitute.  3rd.  Persons  unable  from  the  absence  of  do- 
nie.slii-  <i.i,nixioni,  as  mil  as  narrowness  ol  income  to  proceie  for  tlieinsehes  the 
■«i.iiii..n,  aiul  coiiiloir,  «h„.|,  „  .laic  of  siekiioss  rehires,  are  piovidod  v.ilh  plopcr 

ai>.  >,  j.-paiao-  apanuu-iii.-,  and  otlifr  einueni. iiees  which  couh!  not  be  ubl.uned  at 
inn    j,wMlu,iise<.    M  NoUmKham.  /c-vcr->»a,.Is  wuc  c,ancj  in  lcJ7,  when  the  .urn  of 

0  .,d  weekly  was  ordered  u,  he  paid,  besides  u  fee  uf  on.  ,ninca  to  the  Uusieian  in 
.  u  nu  nee  l.ireaeh  paiioiil  adniiltcd.— The  ruadi-r,  therefore,  will  be  surpiised  to  hear, 
tickle  Inn"  ■"  """'•<■•"<"  '■'"iv"!.-  "■«'"IV  paymen,,loilevu-.pat,enlsat,he 
Uiesur  Infirmiry   was  ,,.,ven  np  in  I8ei,  i|,u.,  reduciiiB   Uic  ieeeme  ol  the  charily,  U.-0.-1 
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3.  That  the  salary  of  tJicvisUinp  surgeon  be  six!  y  pounJs  per  iiimu.^i. 

■I.  That  the  qualificatioTls  necessary  for  (his  Qdice  he  ihc  same  as  for  (ho  uffict  ol 

s.  That  (1  rues  anil  other  necessary  articles  be  provided  'ly  the  visiiiuy  surgeon,  mid fv 
'.he  direnion  of  the  committee  of  manasement. 

«.  'I'liat  all  medicines  I'Artlie  out-pnlients  be  dispensed  hy  ilie  visilins-surccon,  or 
hisapiireiiliee  under  his  ii: .  >  ::  -  i,  i  iil.  a  label  adixed  to  each  medieiuc,  specifying  the 
patient's  name,  and  diH  -      i      ibesan.e. 

7.  Thatordinars  .HH  I  ■  .  :.  liiiillcd  on  Mondays,  Wednesdays,  and  Fridays; 
their  ietlers  of  reconiuu  i,  ni.  .  l,.  In;,'  presented  for  that  purpose  between  nine  and 
thven  o'clock  in  the  f..r.ii.:oii.  and  that  they  fall  to  thccare  of  llie  pliysician  orsur- 
jreon  of  the  day;  such  out-patients  sliall  attend  at  tlie  dispensary  the  same  day  in 
'■ach  sul'scquenl  week,  unless  their  physician  or  surgeon  authorize  their  absence,  or 
appoiuLadiifercnt  day. 

e.  That  in  extraordinary  cases,  paiienis  heini?  too  ill  to  attend  in  person,  maybe 
admilltd  by  the  'isitiuK  surijeon  on  other  days,  their  letters  of  rcconimeiulation  beiin; 
presinlcd  to  hini  hefoic  iiiuo  o'clock  in  the  forenoon. 

9.  That  tliese  liotuc  pnticnls  he  rf quired  to  at  lend  as  soon  as  they  shall  be  .able,  like 
other  out-patients,  Qt  the  Dispensary,  S'ld  in  the  meantime  that  they  be  visited  by  the 
visiiio!- surgeon,  who  shall  report  their  cases  to  the  physician  or  sureieon  of  the  week, 
and  shall  cither  prescribe  for  them  himself,  or  shall  act  under  the  orders  of  the  physi- 
cian or  surgeon,  in  whose  week  they  arc  admitted,  according  as  such  physician  or 
surgeon  sliall  direct, 

to.  That  in  like  manner,  when  ordinary  out-patients  shall  be  prevented  by  in- 
creased illness  from  attending  at  the  Dispensary,  they  shall  be  visited  by  the  visitina 
surgeon  at  their  homes,  who  shall  report  their  cases  to  tiieir  respective  physician  or 
vifgeon,  at  such  time  as  such  physician  or  surgeon  shall  direct,  and  shall  either  prescribe 
or  not  as  he  shal  I  he  then  directed. 

11,  That  all  patieiiis  he  regularly  discharged  by  the  committee  of  mjinajemeni, 
iipon  presenting  a  card  from  their  respective  physician  or  surgeon  lor  that  purpose.  ■ 

12.  That  no  patient  be  allowed  to  remain  on  the  book  of  any  physician  or  surgeon 
for  a  longer  period  than  eight  weeks,- after  which  time  he  may  be  re-admilled  on  briiig- 
nisa  fresh  recommendation. 

IS.  That  the  apprentice  to  the  visiting  surgeon  do  in  no  case  prescribe  for  patients. 

N.  That  a  rcL'ister  be  presented  every  week  to  the  committee  of  management,  and 
left  in  the  hoard  room  for  the  inspection  ofsiibscrihers,  specifying  under  the  liaud  of 
Ihc  visiting  surgeon,  when  every  home  patient  was  prescribed  for,  and  by  whom. 

15.  That  the  visiting  surgeon  keep  an  assortment  of  the  best  London  and  other 
trusses,  to  be  supplied  to  the  alHicted  poor  at  prime  cost. 

16.  That  the  visiting  surgeon  particularly  attend  io  the  practice  and  progress  of 
vaccination;  and  that  he  be  constantly  provided  with  supplies  of  fresh  virus  tobelur- 
nished  (on  recominondation  o!  governors)  to  country  practitioners. 

17.  That  such  laws  of  the  Infirmary  as  are  applical.le  to  the  Dispensr.ry  bra!;ch  of 
the  charity,  he  referred  to  tor  the  regulation  of  those  matltrs  not  provided  foi  in  the 
preceding  rules. 

GENERAL  REMARKS. 
Tlie  Infirr.iKry  was  originally  planned  to  contain  100  beds,  tlius  afibrd. 
ing  aljout  1000  cubic  feet  of  space  to  each  patient ;  by  the  recent  improve, 
ments  and  additions,  the  same  number  of  patients  will  enjoy,  inclusive  of 
galleries  and  day-rooms,  upwards  of  ICOO  feet  each,  and  it  is  a  fact  never  to 
be  forgotten,  that  the  general  salubrity  of  an  hospital,  under  similar  circum- 
r  lances,  is  in  proportion  to  the  space  allowed  to  the  sick. 

The  following  is  tlie  enumeration  and  appropriation  of  i!;e  w.irds  of  ilie 

infirmary  : 

FinsT  Fi.oon— iVn(e  Patients,  to  the  South. 

Nil.  1.  Pay  or  Dining-room. —2.  Surgical  M':ird,  ten  beds 3.  .llcdi- 

v-al  M'ard,  ten  beds 1.  Convalescent  AVard,  si.\  beds 5.  Accident  Ward, 

("11  r  beds. 

Female  Aparimcnis   io  the  Korih, 

No.  (;,  Day  or    Dining-rocm /.  Surgical  M'atd,  Itii  !  cds li.  Jledi. 

-il  V'ard.  ten  bcds,-;>,  Conv^ik-tcent  V.'ard,  six  beds. 
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Second  Floor — Snryical  Wards  to  the  South. 

No.    10  ami   11.  Magdiilen  Wards,  ciglit  bcils ]•_'.  Ward  for  .Soivs, 

iiicn,  ten  beds — V).  Olithalmic   AVaid,  men,    four  beds 11.  Theatre  fur 

Operations — lo.    Operation    AVard    for   men,    three   beds IC.  Ditto  for 

women,  three  beds. 

Medical  Wards  lo  the  North. 

No.  17-  Convalescent  Fever   \V;\n\   for  men,  three  beds, — 18.    Fever 

M'ard  for  ditto,  ten  beds 19.  Ditto  for  women,  ten  beds 2(1.  Conv.aleseent 

ATard  for  ditto,  three  beds. 

In  all  twenty  wards,  with  four  excellent  nurses'  rooms,  four  convertible 
baths  ^  hot,  cold,  shower,  and  vapour  baths  ;  nine  water-closets,  abund.intly 
supplied  with  water  ;  with  airy  galleries  connecting  the  different  wards,  and 
well  adapted  for  the  e.\crcise  of  the  convalescent  in  unfavourable  weather. 

ACCOUNTS. 

The  annual  accounts  commence  on  the  25th  of  Blarch,  and  they  are 
made  up  to  the  same  date  the  following  year.  In  1757,  *'><!  annual  subscrip- 
tions ambuntcd  to  £G'M  ;  in  17!)8,  to  £798  ;  and  the  interest  on  the  funded 
property,  £U2. ;  in  1818,  to  J;i202  2s.  Cd. ;  and  in  1821),  to  X084. 
The  interest  of  the  funded  property  amounted  in  1818,  to  Xrj50  ICs.  lOd. ; 
and  in  1829,  to  £033;  1 2s.  2.1.  shewing  that  the  increase  of  the  permanent 
fund  is  by  no  means  equal  to  the  fulling  offin  the  annual  subscriptions  during 
the  same  period. 

Dividing,  therefore,  the  expenditure,  £2440,  by  the  number  of  patients, 
C41,  disch.argcd,  the  average  of  expence  (inclusive  of  repairs,  and  the  cost  of 
medicines  for  the  ouUpaticnts)  will  be  for  each  in-patient  X3.  ICs.  3d.  in 
1829.  The  average  number  of  in-patients  in  1829,  was  GO  ;  that  of  the  out- 
patients, 134 — Total  of  patients  admitted  since  the  opening  of  the  institution 
.in  1/56,  133,828. 


LIST  OF   .MEDICAL  OFFICEItS, 

From    the  commencement   of   the    Iwttitutu 
I!i03e  marked  Willi  an  f«,are  incfiics  N.iv.  ifrJi. 


rAVsiriANs. 
175''  J.  '\\'"eaver 
1755  T.  Hayes 
1755  A.  Denson 
1755  J.  Tylston 
178'>  J.  Ilaygarth 
1767  W.  Falconer 
1773  \V.  Carrie 
'.'L'rf"■'",^'l"'  ""'■  fe-eleclcd  l^iOO.; 
1/90  \V.  Houghton 
1798  W.  M.  Tliackeray 

1798  J.  Arden 

1799  R.  F.  Curric 


ed  It 01 


ilc.-MMu-diiMS'ii;,  ,,:.,lcetc 
180,-.  .).  l„u-den 
I8O7  1!.  Uarker 
1807  J.  Jl.li.  I'igot 
1814  LI.  Jones' 
1814  C.  V.-hitlell 
1829    E.  T.  Luscombe 


SI.'DGEONJ. 

1755 

G.  Venablcs 

1755 

J.  Cotgrcavu 

1755 

R.  H.'Vaughan,  Cait 

1755 

A.  RaclicLta 

1783 

J.  Keay 

1763 

J.  Edwards 

1787 

J.  Frodsham 

17C7 

0.  Johnson 

1770 

D.  Orred 

1773 

C.  IMorraU 

1785 

G.  Rowlands 

1787 

S.  Freeman 

1795 

C.  IMorrall,  Jun. 

1801 

S.  N.  Bennett* 

1803 

yy.  Wynne 

1 808 

T.  Bagnall' 

181)9 

0.  Titley       - 

1828 

G.  Harrison." 
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The  preceding  iiccouiit,  drawn  up  as  before  feinarkecl, 
by  a  gentleman  conversant  with  the  concerns  of  the  csta- 
bli?hnient,dcvelopc  some  interesting  facts  which  cannot  but 
he  gratifying  to  its  friends,  and  [larticularly  as  it  exhibits 
a  material  increase  of  its  funds  and  capabilities  of  good 
within  the  last  ihiriij  years.  In  ISO!,*  when  its  annual 
subscriptions  were  but  fil^S/.  10s.  and  its  funded  property 
only  219/.  it  was  fonnd  necessary  to  restrict  its  benefits  ; 
and  at  a  special  general  board,  held  on  the  27th  of  Oct. 
in  that  year,  when  forty-seven  governors  were  present, 
it  was  resolved,  "  that  no  more  than  thirty  in-patients  be 
admitted,  exclusive  of  fever-patients."     By  a  strict  regai'd  | 

to  economic  arrangements,  however,  conpled  with  the 
persevering  efforts  of  the  weekly  boards  of  that  and  the 
subsequent  period,  tlie  insthution  was  soon  recovered 
from  its  state  of  comparative  depression;  its  annual 
income  and  permanent  property  were  considerably  aug- 
mented, as  may  be  seen  by  a  i-eference  to  the  preceding 
statement  of  the  accnuiits,  or  to  the  snbscqnent  table  of 
the  sources  of  income ;  so  that  being  enabled  to  remove 
the  restriction  as  to  the  number  of  in-patients,  upwards 
of  eighli/  were  usually  inmates  of  the  house. 


Without  giving  an  opinion  on  the  subject,  the  gen- 
tleman who  has  favoured  me  with  Iiis  kind  assistance 
states,  that  in  182/,  "  an  important  change  was  effected 
in  the  regulations  of  the  house,  by  transferring  the  ma- 
nagement of  its  affairs  from  open  weekly  boards  to  a 
committee  of  management."  I  have  no  disposition  what- 
ever to  enter  into  a  discussion  on  the  comparative  merits 
of  the  two  modes  of  government;  but  1  may  be  allowed 
to  say,  because  I  know  the  fact,  that  many  respectable 
gentlemen,  zealous   friends  of  the  charity,  are  strongly 

•.\l  lliis  iht'ui.\,  llic  iliniailliis  of  ll>c  Inlinii.iry  li;ul  Ikvh  yo.ul.v  ii- 
i-n:isiii_n.  U'lk-  wcrkly  lioaiil  imIIciI  the  governors  logcllior,  to  coiisicK'r  wlin( 
means  slioulJ  be  ailaptcil  to  maintain  llic  cstablislinicnt,  when  it  was  ileter. 
mincil  to  )iave  a  cliaritablc  assembly  at  tlic  Excliange,  to  solicit  ilie  cler^jy 
nni  ministers  of  difTerent  congregations  to  )ircach  scrmoiis,  anil  to  ciuroat  an 
auamcr.tition  of  subscriptions. 


'2)^ 


.-...   •.,, 

y  ■  './(^  , 

,-,  / ./. , , 

.  >    /  .  /.    / 

-     / 

../    . 

t'HAiUTAliLE   INSTITUTION!;;.  'M7 

pic[)ossesst'd  in  favour  of  that  wlik'li  is  uboliblied,  as  best 
calculated  to  cHuct  the  greatest  good  ;  first,  beeause  an 
eilicieiit  number  of  the  definite  members  of  tlie  committee 
can  seldom  be  brought  to  attend  the  weekly  meetings ; 
and  secondly,  because  the  present  method  excludes  many 
of  those  governors,  whose  zeal  and  experience  render 
Uieir  services  of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  prosperity 
of  the  institution.  Of  the  fact  I  cannot  speak  v.ilh 
certainty,  but  most  assuredly  a  rumour  is  abroad,  that  ere 
long  an  effort  will  be  made  to  restore  the  forn)cr  ar- 
rangement. 

The  Disjicnsary  branch  of  the  Infirmary  has  also 
been  noticed  in  the  preceding  sunnnary  with  considerable 
commendation,  and  it  is  not  for  me  to  controvert  the 
hypotiiesis.  As  a  faithful  historian,  however,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  be  observed,  that  many  of  the  long-tried  friends  of 
tlie  institution  dccitledly  object  to  it,  on  account  ol  the 
additional  cxpeuce  for  the  salary  and  maintenance  of 
anotlier  medical  oflicer,  porter,  &c.  and  because  they  are 
of  opinion,  tliat  the  house  surgeon  has  now  nothing  to 
do,  being  confined  wholly  to  the  house;  and  also,  that 
the  sick  poor  nmst  be  left  to  a  young  man,  just  escaped 
from  the  schools,  who  M'ill  probably,  from  tiie  smallness 
of  the  salary,  be  changed  every  year. 

There  is  one  topic  yet  remains  on  whicli  I  beg  to 
olTer  a  few  words.  Speaking  of  the  modes  whereby  the 
interests  of  this  noble  charity  might  be  improved,  I 
cannot  but  express  any  surprise,  that  a  very  natural  one 
has  been  so  long  unattended  to  :  I  allude  to  that  impor- 
tant branch,  which  includes  the  ])Iiysicians  and  surgeons. 
These  gentlemen  naturally  wish,  after  a  certain  number 
of  years  (say  twenty),  to  retire  from  the  heavy  and  con- 
tinual labours  of  the  institution.  What  should  prevent 
their  services  being  preserved,  and  their  connexion  with 
it  prolonged,  as  physicians  ;ind  surgeons  e.rtnwnli'tdnj — 
to  atlend  in  all  cases  c)f  ililliculty,  of  consultations,  and  of 
operations  ?  By  this  means  almost  all  the  talent  and 
experience  of  the  medical  body  in  the  city  would  be  col- 
lected in  aid  of  our  sick  poor,  and  the  attachment  of  men 
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to  whom  tlie  public  are  indebted  for  long  and  gratuiious 
services  cherished  and  ])rotracted.  Such  an  airangeineiit 
would  at  once  be  a  just  tribute  of  respect  to  gentlcmcTi 
who  have  so  long  aiiled  the  institution,  and  of  good  will 
to  the  poor,  suflering  under  disease  and  accident.  Some- 
thing of  this  kind  would  open  an  honourable  retreat  to 
the  veteran,  anfl  bring  into  practice  a  young  and  distin- 
guished practitioner. 

Before  taking  leave  of  the  Infirniar}' history,  it  will 
be  but  an  act  of  justice  to  introduce  the  respectable  name 
of  VV.  Cole,  jun.  Esq.  who  was  a  pupil  of  the  late  Thonuis 
Harrison,  Esq.  and  who  has  succeeded  that  gentleman  as 
our  county  arcliitect.  It  was  from  the  designs  and  jilans  of 
Mr.  Cole  that  the  late  valuable  improvements  were  taken, 
and  which,  under  his  sole  direction,  the  building  commit- 
tee have  carried  into  effect.  In  the  above  excellent 
account  of  the  institution,  these  improveiuents  have  re- 
ceived no  higher  a  commendation  than  they  deserve;  the 
author  has  also  reason  to  know,  that  they  have  given 
great  satisfaction  to  the  noble  chairman,  and  several  of 
the  county  gentlemen  who  are  governors ;  and  to  shew 
the  estimation  in  which  Mr.  Cole's  services  were  held  by 
the  gentlemen  engaged  in  the  management,  it  will  be 
sufficient  to  quote  the  Ibllowing  resolution  passed  at  a 
stated  general  board,  held  on  the  IGth  of  November, 
1830,  under  the  presidency  of  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Chester- 
— "That  the  thanks  of  this  meeting  be  given  to  Mr.  W. 
Cole,  the  architect,  for  the  ability  and  attention  he  has 
evinced  in  the  progress  of  the  works  at  the  Infirmary, 
and  the  liberality  he  has  shewn  on  the  occasion." — When 
this  sheet  was  putting  to  press,  the  author  learnt,  that 
Mr.  Cole  is  about  to  publish  a  comjjlctc  set  of  plans  and 
sections,  shewing  more  particularly  the  alterations  and 
additions,  with  a  general  description  of  the  advantages 
gained  to  the  institution  ;  dedicated,  by  jicrmlsslon,  to 
Lord  Viscount  Bolgrave,  chairman  of  the  building  com- 
mittee. 
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LiDlcs'  1i5nicl)oiiiit  Slitstitutjon. 

'i'his  very  useful  charity  \r;is  instilutcd  iu  tlic  year 
IJ^S,  and  owes  its  origin  to  tho  late  Mr.  Griffith  Row- 
laiu!,  surgeon,  aided  by  the  ladies  of  Chester  and  the 
neighijourliood,  who  have  ever  been  warm  ]iatroiiesscs 
of  the  institution.  Its  object  was  the  gratuitous  delivery 
of  poor  nnirried  lying-in  women  at  their  own  houses,  and 
the  furnishing  them  with  a  certain  portion  of  articles  of 
comfort  and  necessity.  From  the  first  establishment  of 
the  charity  to  the  year  1812,  Mr.  Rowland  was  the  sole 
superintending  accoucher,  who  had  several  competent 
midwives  under  his  direction.  At  the  last-mentioned 
period,  however,  several  other  professional  gentlemen 
were  appended  to  the  establishment,  and  the  present  sur- 
geons arc,  Mr.  J.  Harrison,  Mr.  G.  Harrison,  Mr.  Davies, 
Mr.  Roberts,  and  Mr.  G.  Harrison,  jun.  These  gentlemen 
attend  the  charity  in  monthly  rotation,  superintend  the 
midwives,  and  give  professional  assistance  when  requisite. 
The  midwives  at  present  employed  arc,  Mrs.  Batenham, 
Mrs.  Parry,  Mrs.  Johnson,  and  Mj-s.  Dale.  Matron, 
Mrs.  Teggin.  Every  annual  subscriber  of  half  a  guinea 
has  the  privilege  of  recommending  one  poor  woman  for 
the  benefits  of  the  charity,  and  more  after  the  same  rate. 
The  patients  arc  supplied  with  the  necessary  articles  of 
linen,  sheets,  &c.  during  their  confinement ;  with  two 
pounds  of  sugar,  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  tea,  rnd  a  pound 
of  soap  each,  but  no  other  provision  for  food,  except  from 
the  private  assistance  of  the  individual  recommending. 
Baby  clothes  arc  found  in  cases  of  great  poverty,  and  the 
children  arc  expected  to  be  vaccinated  \vithin  the  month. 
The  number  of  poor  women  delivered  in  the  last  year, 
29".  It  appears  from  the  last  report,  that  the  funds  of 
this  charity  arc  in  a  nio~l  prosperous  condition,  the  re- 
ceipts amoiuuiug  in  the  year  1821),  to  34G/.  14s.  2id.  and 
the  expenditure  only  212/.  lis.  G|d.  The  revenue  arises 
from  annual  subscriptions,  benefactions,  and  the  interest 
of  money  in  the  public  funds, 
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(JljCiitct:  PcMitcnti.ii'i'. 

On  the  sc;vlc  of  public  institutions,  avowedly  cliarita- 
ble  in  t'leir  object,  utul  in  number  honourable  and  jiraise- 
\vortliy  to  our  city,  tlic  Fkmale  Penitentiary  ranks 
lower  than  others  only  in  date,  not  in  goodness  of  design, 
nor  in  the  ground  of  hope  for  success  in  the  deeds  of 
mercy  to  be  achieved ;  and  the  following  epitome  of  its 
history,  from  the  firstorganizatlon  of  the  institution  down 
to  the  present  year's  operations,  nu  y  therefore,  be  accep- 
table to  the  reader,  and  1  shall  certainly  not  regret  if 
in  any  instances,  it  should  f.valien  a  spirit  of  sympathy 
kindred  to  that  of  its  most  liberal  friends  and  sup[)ortcrs. 

"An  earnest  address  to  the  iniiubitants  of  Chester 
and  its  vicinity,"  hiiving  been  widely  circulated,  a  nume- 
rous and  highly  respectable  meeting  ^^•as  held  iti  the 
assembly  room  at  the  Exchange,  on  Thursday  the  Sth  of 
February,  1827,  John  Larden,  Esq.  the  mayor,  in  the 
chair,  and  this  institution  was  established  under  the  title 
of  the  "CiiESTEn  Female  Penitentiaey,"  for  the  pur- 
pose of  ailbrding  an  asylum  to  females  who,  having 
deviated  from  the  paths  of  virtue,  might  be  desirous  of 
being  restored  by  religious  instruc*ion,  and  the  formation 
<jf  moral  and  industrious  habits,  to  a  respectable  station 
in  society.  The  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grosvenor,  and  tlic 
Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Chester,  became  patrons; 
the  Right  Worshipful  the  Mayor,  president;  the  Hon. 
Edward  Massy,  the  Very  llcv.  the  Dean,  the  Venerable 
Archdeacon  Wrangham,  and  Ricliard  Tyrwhitt,  Escp  re- 
corder, vice-presidents;  George  13.  (jranville,  Esq.  trea- 
surer ;  and  the  Rev.  William  Clarke,  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Whittell,  secretaries  ;  who,  together  with  a  committee  of 
twenty-four  gentlemen,  stood  pledged,  with  the  help  ot 
God,  to  accomplish  the  object  in  view.  The  apjieal  just 
adverted  to  I'eceived  rhe  cordial  approbation  of  the  chris- 
ii;in  public,  and  v.as  ans'.vered  by  tin- handsome  sum  of 
■  ilxiut  '.){)()/.  in  donations  and  annual  subseripiions  ;  an<! 
.iftei  various  bindi';uices  (coiuuhju  to  the  rise  and 
progress  of  mc^t  ciiaritalile  objects)  cout.enrlcd  •^\•ith  and 
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overcome,  the  committee  ;iunonncc(l  in  their  second 
year's  report,  that  a  bouse  with  premises,  situated  ne;ir 
tlic  Spittal  in  Eoughton,  hud  been  purchased  and  fitted 
uj)  to  acconimotlate  fifteen  or  sixteen  penitents,  at  the 
expencc  of  7I0Z.  8s.  2d  j  and  that  the  "  Chester  Femai.k 
Penitextiary"  was  then  open  for  tlie  reception  of  appli- 
cants ;  Dr.  Tbaclvcray  having  been  appointed  pliysician  ; 
Mr.  Weaver  the  surgeon  ;  and  Mrs.  Moore  tlie  matron 
of  the  institution  ;  chaplains,  Revds.  William  Clai-Ke, 
Evan  Evans,  William  Harrison,  John  Hoskins,  and 
Ricliard  JMassic.  With  regard  to  the  general  manage- 
ment, and  especially  as  to  tlie  internal  economy  (confined 
to  a  ladies'  committee  and  secretaries)  the  note  beloM- 
will  afford  some  useiul  information.* 

•  The  I.iu'S  and  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  institution  are 
wdl  ajajitcil  10  tlicir  proposed  objects;  tliey  .110  too  vuluininons  for  insertion 
•It  length  here,  but  the  following  abstract  will  sufliciently  develop  their  ge- 
neral   character  : The   permanent   propr;rty   of  the  instit'ilion    is  vested  in 

twelve  trustees,  of  whom  the  following  is  the  present  list : — Lord  Viscount 
Belgrave,  Alderman  Larden,  Dr.  Thackeray,  Henry  Potts,  Esc[.  Rev. 
Ricliard  JMassie,  .lohn  Fletcher,  Esc;.  Alderman  Francis,  Hon.  Edward 
HI  assy,  II.  R.  Htighcs,  Esq.  J.F.Maddock,  Esti-  Rev.  P.  W.  Hamilton,  Tho. 
jnas  Dixon,  Esq.  The  gentlemen's  committee  to  appoint,  pay,  suspend,  and 
dismiss  the  stipendiary  servants  of  the  institution  ;  and  they  arc  also  to  elect 
twelve  ladies  from  the  list  of  subscribers,  or  wives  of  gentlemen  being  .mb- 
scribcrs,  as  a  committee  of  ladies.  The  committee  of  ladies  are  to  order  ami 
superintend  the  employment,  liovirs  of  rcLt,  diet,  and  dress  of  the  penitents, 
examine  their  work,  converse  with  tlicm,  and  read  to  litem  ;  two  of  them  arc 
to  visit  the  house  weekly  ;  they  have  power  to  expel  r.ny  female  they  shall 
think  proper  for  misbeliaviour  ;  and  also  to  appoint  a  sub-conmiittee  to  decide 
as  to  the  admission  of  applicants  into  the  institution.  The  chaplains  to  visit 
the  institution  as  often  as  convenient,  and  to  perform  divine  service  at  least 
once  every  week.  The  physician  and  surgeon,  whose  servicer,  are  gratuitous, 
to  attend  the  house  whenever  required  by  the  ladies'  committee  or  the  matron  ; 
tliey  must  be  married  men,  and  not  under  thirty  years  of  age,  and  arc  not 
permitted  to  attend  any  patient,  except  in  the  presence  of  the  matron  or  her 
assistant.  The  matron  and  assistant  to  be  examined  and  recommended  by 
the  ladies'  committee,  previous  to  tlicir  being  appointed  by  the  gentlemen's 
committee.  The  duties  of  the  matron  comprize,  a  residence  in  the  house  ; 
an  observation  of  tho  beluiviour  of  the  penitents,  of  which  she  is  to  make 
.■\  report  ;  (he  c.irc  of  tho  househidd  goods  and  clothes  ;  a  due  distribution  of 
provisions  aiid  other  necessaries  ;  to  kecji  a  weekly  account  of  the  household 

expences  ;  instruction  of  the  inmates  in  reading,  writing,  needle-work,  and 
~:he  operations  in  the  laundry  ;  to  assemble  (he  family  mornir.g  and  evening, 

when  a  psalm  or  hynni   is   to   be  turg,   a  chapter  in  the  scriptures  read,  and 
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Since  tlio  period  wlicii  (lie  inslitulioii  was  opened, 
scvc7iieen  females  have  been  admitted  on  tlic  books;  e!<^/it 
have  been  dismissed  or  have  left  for  reasons  assigned  in 
the  reports;  and  7tme  remain  in  tne  house,  many  of  tliein 
affording  satisfactory  evidence  of  a  decided  change  of 
licart,  and  a  determination  to  "flee  from  the  wrath  to 
come." 

The  annnal  subscriptions  (according  to  tlie  last  year'- 
report)  appear  to  be  138/.  Is.;  and  tlie  expences  of  the 
house  (for  an  average  ofabout  seven  patients  for  the  year) 
90/.;  and  the  matron's  salary  30/.;  sundries  5/.  12s.  Sfd. 
leaving,  as  it  would  seem,  a  balance  ofabout  ]'2l.  Ss.  .Old. 
that  is,  in  the  current  expenses  of  the  year,  and  for  that 
limited  number  of  patients.  J5ut  we  miderstand  that  the 
cost  of  furnishing  tlic  house,  even  upon  the  most  econo- 
mical terms,  and  providing  the  inmates  with  clothing, 
has  (piite  exhausted  the  funds ;  and  that  tlie  committee 
have  been  forced  reluctantly  to  adopt  a  I'csolution  that  no 
more  than  nine  females  shall  be  in  the  institution  at  one 
time,  until  an  additional  income  can  be  realized.  1 
feel  confident  however,  that  a  charity,  commiserating  a 
most  \vretched   chiss   of  outcasts   from   society,  and  so 

the  scrvicu  to  lie  concluiled  witli  pvaycr.  Ajiplication  for  atlniissicm  to  be 
matte  to  the  matron,  who  is  to  submit  each  chtim  to  tlie  stib-committce  of 
laclies,  wlio  shall  have  the  power  to  admit  the  applicant.  After  the  penitent 
has  been  three  months  in  the  house,  the  ladies'  committee  shall  enter  in  their 
minute  book,  that  she  is  tlien  fjualillcd  for  full  admission,  wlien  the  matron 
shall  admit  her  accordingly.  No  penitent  to  be  permitted  to  go  out  of  the 
premises  without  the  consent  of  two  of  the  ladies'  committee  and  of  the 
matron,  and  only  in  case  of  absolute  necessity.  The  employment  of  the 
females  to  be  such  as  may  best  qualify  tliem,  as  domestic  servants  ;  one 
fourth  of  the  profit  of  cacb  female's  work  to  be  given  her  or  expended  for  lur, 
on  her  leaving  tlie  institution,  under  the  direction  of  the  ladies'  committee,  a 
reasonable  value  being  fixed  npon  the  services  of  those  who  are  employed  in 
the  kitchen,  or  other  departments  of  the  bouse.  Every  female  who  has  left 
the  institution,  and  has  been  placed  in  service,  and  who  shall  be  recommended 
by  her  master  or  mistress  to  the  ladies'  committoc,  on  account  of  her  good 
behaviour,  and  reported  hy  ihem  to  the  genilemcirs  commitlec,  shall  receive 
at  the  end  of  her  (irst  year  of  service  one  guinea,  and  at  the  end  of  the  second 
year,  if  the  favourable  report  is  repeated,  two  guineas.  No  female  alter 
having  been  once  discharged  shall,  on  any  account  whatever,  be  received  a 
second  time  into  the  penitentiary. 


CHAIUTAULK     INSTITUTIONS.  215 

obviously  eiilitlcil  to  the  support  of  His  followers,  ^v•ho 
pitied  ;ind  panloucd  a  penitent,  washing  his  feet  and 
wiping  them  with  the  hairs  of  her  head,  cannot  long  be 
obliged  on  sueh  grounds,  to  close  its  doors  against  the 
vcrv  objects  wlioai  it  was  intended,  and  would  rejoice  to 
relieve. 


Cljtatct;  Ijitnunc  Society. 
This  very  excellent  institution,  of  which  Earl  Gros- 
vcnor  is  patron,  was  established  in  September,  1824,  and 
lias  hitherto  been  well  supported  by  donations  and  annual 
subscriptions.     Its  object  is  to  restore  persons  apparently 
dro^vned  ;  as  also  those  who  from  various  causes  may  be 
in  a  state  of  suspended  animation.     The  city  of  Chester 
especially    called  for  such  an  establishment,  the  place 
being  nearly  surrounded  by  water,  and  numerous  fatal 
accidents  having  actually  occurred  in  several  preceding 
years.     The  active  committee,  on  their  formation,  vigo- 
rously proceeded  in  providing  the  means  of  assistance, 
by   distributing    manuals   and    jiosting   bills,    containing 
proper   instructions.     Tliey  also  procured  two  cases  ot 
resuscitating  ai)paratus,  one  to  be  deposited  at  the  house 
of  industry,  and  one  to  remain  under  the  care  of  the  secre- 
tary;   drags  were    placed    in    c<juvenient   situations;    a 
stomach  jmnip  was  purchased  ;  and  ice-ladders  and  poles 
were  also  procured,  and  placed  at  Baclie  Pool  and  in  the 
Groves.     During  tlic  time  of  severe  frost,  a  number  ot 
men  are  stationed  by  the  society  in  various  places,  where 
the  most  imminent  danger  is  contemplated,  for  the  ex- 
press  purpose  of  aflbrding  prompt  assistance  in  cases  of 
accident.     In   February    1829,  the  society  published  a  list 
of  cases,  in  number  above  fifty,  wherein   the  cftbrts  of 
its  agents  had  been  successful  in  rescuing  so  many  indi- 
\iduals  from  death  or  imminent  danger.     Air.  Thomas 
Bowers  is  the  cllicient  secretary  of  the  society. 

Besides  the  above  permanent  [irovislon  niatle  fer  the 
aged  and  sick  poor;  for  the  uccdy  female  in  the  hour  ot 
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distress  ;  iind  for  the  wretelied  wanderer  troni  tlie  [);ulis 
of  virtue ;  there  arc  several  eharitable  associations  mostly 
in  operation,  both  among  the  members  of  tlie  cstablith- 
rneut,  and  the  various  bodies  of  dissenters,  for  relievini^- 
llie  sick  and  poor  at  tlicir  own  habitations  with  food  and 
clothing.  There  are  also  nnmerons  alms-ljouses,  and 
many  vahiable  bequests  for  charitable  purposes,  aiobl  of 
v.'hicli  are  elsewhere  enumerated. 


ENDOWED  AND  CHARITABLE   SCHOOLS. 

This  school  was  founded  by  King  Henry  VI 11.  in  the 
36th  year  of  his  reign,  for  twenty-four  boys,  to  receive 
3/.  4a-.  each,  who  are  appointed  by  the  dean  and  chapter. 
They  arc  not  admissible  under  nine  years  of  age  ;  they  may 
continue  four  years,  if  their  conduct  is  regular,  and  a  year 
of  grace  may  be  added  by  the  dean.  Two  masters  (elected 
by  the  dean  and  chapter)  were  appointed  by  the  founder's 
statutes,  with  salaries  of  221.  to  the  head-master,  and  10/. 
to  the  under-master.  But  by  a  regulation  in  181-1,  the 
head-master's  salary  M'as  increased  on  the  condition 
that  he  took  the  sole  charge  and  instruction  of  the  foun- 
dation scholars,  and  confined  the  number  of  his  private 
jiupils  to  six.  A  part  of  the  old  refectory  of  Chester 
abbey  is  used  as  the  school- room. 


^litE'Coat  ©cljool. 

This  school  is  a  handsome  brick  building,  forming 
three  sides  of  a  quadrangle,  on  the  west  side  of  Fur- 
ther Northgatc-street,  inclosed  in  front  by  a  lofty  iron 
railing,  and  occupying  tlie  extra-parochial  site  oi'  tli  :■ 
ancient  ho.spital  of  8t.  .loiui  the  Baiitist.  The  south  Ming 
is  useii  lor  a  chapel,  and  is  in  the  ])atronagc  of  the 
corpo)-ation ;  the  centre  is  occui)ied  by  schools,  antl  the 
remaining  wing  is  the  residence  of  the  raa.-;ter,  and  is  afsc 
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ascd  for  other  purposes.  Tlie  fouiKlatioii  of  lliu  presoul 
ostablisluneut  took  place  at  tlic  instance  of  Bishop  Strat- 
ford, in  17U0,  and  the  greatest  part  of  the  present  buihlhiy 
was  erected  in  17^7,  'it  tiie  joint  expeuce  of  the  corpora- 
tion and  tlie  benefactors.  Tl»e  ground  wlicrcon  this 
building  stands,  with  the  lai'gc  play-yard,  i^c.  on  the 
west  side,  was  conveyed  to  trustees  by  the  corporation, 
for  the  especial  purpose  to  which  it  is  now  appropriated. 
At  present  there  are  t\venty-eiglit  boys  educated,  boarded, 
and  clotlied  in  a  blue  uniform,  wlio  arc  allowed  to  reinaiu 
from  the  age  of  twelve  to  fourteen  ;  and  likewise  sixty- 
four  day  scholars,  called  Green  Caps,  tar.ght  by  the  same 
master,  in  accordance  -with  the  plans  of  Bell  and  Lan- 
caster. The  blue-coat  boys  are  usually  elected  from  the 
green  caps.  According  to  the  printed  report  for  1829, 
the  total  receipts  in  that  year  were  098/.  \0s.  9d.  inchid- 
iiig  a  balance  of  43/.  3s.  from  the  preceding  year.  Tliis 
receipt  covered  the  expenses  of  the  establishment  for  the 
year,  and  left  a  balance  of  33/.  15s.  lid.  in  tlie  hands  of 
the  treasurer.  The  funds  of  the  school  are  amj)ly  sufii- 
cient  for  all  its  important  purposes.  Of  the  revenues 
above  mentioned,  about  450/.  per  annum  is  derived  from 
j)ermanent  property  in  the  public  funds  and  lauded  estates ; 
the  annual  subscrijjtions  for  the  year  amounted  to  182/. 
14s,  Ocl.  and  the  collections  at  the  churches  to  63/.  2s,  Od. 
The  present  master  is  Mr.  Samuel  Venables,  who  for  a 
long  course  of  years  has  obtained  the  uniform  approbation 
of  the  board  and  the  public. 


Bliit  (©ids'  '%rtjool. 

This  excellent  charity  has  existed  in  various  fuiuis, 
and  under  dillerent  modifications  for  \09  yeius,  h^'tii:,- 
ln^!ltuted  in  1721.  During  that  jieriod  it  ha?  Iven  under 
the  management  of  ladies  residing  in  and  near  Chester, 
assisted  by  regular  subscribers.  The  charity  ha^i  ii.  -  • 
attained  a  permanent  locality,  in  St.  Martin's-in-tlie- 
FiekK-,  where  hi    IS  10,    the    present   i-clioel-housc    was 

VOL,  II.  K  fc; 
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built,   by  benefactions,  on  ])aft  of  tlie  gi-ouml   belonging- 
to  the  trustees  of  tb.e  Infirmary,  and  granted  by  tlieni  for 
that  sole   purpose,  on  a  lease  for  ninety  years,  at  QL  per 
annum.     The  females  benefitted  by  it  (IG  in  number)  are 
properly  instructed  in  religious  and  moral  duties,  and 
taught  every  part  of  houseliold  business ;  such  as  washing, 
cleaning,  plain  cooking,  sewing,  knitting,  &c.     They  are 
clothed  from   the  produce  of  the  M'ork  done  at  tlie  school, 
^vhich,   from  the  industry  of  the  girls,  the  activity  of  the 
matron,  and  the  kindness  of  numerous  friends  sending 
work,  amounted  during  the  year  ending  the  1st  of  May, 
1839,  to  the  sum  of  52i?.  155.  \0d.    Two  guineas  are  given 
as  a  bounty  when  a  girl  leaves  the  school  lor  service,  which 
is  expended  by  the  mistress,  under  the  snperintendance  of 
some  of  tlie  ladies  in  useful  clothing;  and  a  further  bounty 
of  one  guinea,  if  she  remain  in  her  service  two  years. 
Seven  sciiolars,   called   probationers,   have   latterly  been- 
added  to   the    estahlisbment.       These   probationers   are 
selected  alternately  from  girls  taught  in  the  diocesan  and 
the  countess  Grosvenor's  schools ;  and  from  these  pro- 
bationers alsoai'e  the  vacancies   in  the  Blue  Girls'  school 
filled  up,   a  procedure^  by   which   the   patrons    of   the 
latter  have  the  best  assurance  that  can  be  obtained,  of 
the  previous  good  conduct  of  their  scholars.     They  are 
required  to  attend  punctually  at  nine  in  the  morning,  and 
two  in  the  afternoon  during  the  week,  and  twice  on  the 
Sunday,  one   hour   previous   to  morning  and  afternoon 
service,   in  order  to  receive  religious  instruction,  and  to 
accompany   the  mistress  to  church.     Matron,  Mrs.  Eli- 
zabeth Parry.     The  concerns  of  the  charily  are  conducted 
by  a  committee    of  ladies  ;  a  board  is  held  on  the  first 
Monday  in  every  month,  and  a  meeting  of  all  the  sub- 
scribers annually.     The  revenue  of  the  institution  arises 
from  donations,  subscriptions,  collections  in  churches,  and 
the  interest  on  funded  property ;  the  proceeds  from  the 
girls'    v.'ork  always  being  ajiproprialetl  to  their  clothing, 
and  if  ihore  is  any  surplus,  it  is  added  to  the  general  fund. 
The  last  report  states,  that  the  deficiency  of  the  chai-ity 
■during  the  last  vcar  arises  from  deaths  and  change  lif  resl- 
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<lcncc  of  tlie  subscribers,  and  tlie  reduction  of  tlie  tour  per 
cent,  stocks;  and  urges  as  a  motive  to  renewed  energy 
the  following  interesting  statement: — "Since  tiic  esta- 
blishment of  the  institution,  live  hundred  females  have 
been  educated  and  discharged,  fully  competent  to  under- 
take domestic  situations  in  families,  and  have  by  their 
faithful  and  honest  servitude  demonstrated  the  deep  im- 
portance of  impressing  on  youthful  minds  sound  princi- 
ples of  religion  and  morality." 


CoiVBoIiDHtci)  <S)imD,ii?  aiio  CiHoiIuiig  ©cljooL 
This  scliool  sprang  from  a  number  of  smaller  ones, 
which  ^^•ere  respectively  supported  by  the  benevolence  ol 
private  individuals.  It  is  entirely  composed  of  about  70 
females,  who  are  taught  the  rudiments  of  Icaniing,  and 
various  branches  of  plain  sewing,  &c.  The  original 
schools  ^\•erc  formed  into  this  one  establishment  in  the 
year  1810,  and  a  portion  of  the  building  occuiiiod  by  the 
blue  coat  scholars  assigned  to  it.  Mrs.  Ann  Klchards  is 
the  mistress,  wliose  discretion  and  ability  eminently  qua- 
lify her  for  the  situation.  The  management  is  confided 
to  a  connnittcc  of  ladies,  under  the  direction  of  the  na- 
tional central  society  in  London.  The  charity  is  sup- 
ported by  voluntary  subscriptions,  which,  together  with 
a  year's  dividend  on  959^.  produced  in  1829-30,  the  sum 
of  94/.  Os.  lOd. — the  year's  disbursements  being  only 
08/.  12s.  lOd.  Connected  with  this  charity  is  a  fund. for 
clothing  the  children  ;  the  produce  of  which,  witli  work 
done  by  the  scholars,  and  their  pennies  a  ^veek,  amounted 
last  year  to  34/.  14s.  4d.  and  the  disbursements,  inde- 
pendent of  several  gratuitous  presentations,  to  25/.  10s.  9d. 
'J'his  charity  is  very  handsomely  supported. 


DiotCi.m  "Siijoul. 
This  institution  was  established  Jan.  2,  1812,  by  pub- 
lic subscription,   under  the  patronage  of  the  Ijishop  of 
Chester,     lis  object  and  design  were  to  promote  the  odu- 
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cation  of  poor  cliildrcn  in  the  principles  of  iliccslablitilied 
chmcli,  n-ilhin  tlio  diocese  of  Chester,  by  the  forinatioix 
and  oncouracjcuu-nt  of  new  schools,  and  the  reinodcllitig 
of  oUl  ones  if  necessary,  to  be  conducted  on  the  Madras 
system,  and  in  union  with  the  national  institution,  esta- 
blished in  London.  It  was  also  designed  to  aflord  pecu- 
niary aid  to  those  schools  which  most  needed  it ;  to  supply 
the  school  under  its  care  with  proper  books  ;  and  when  a 
central  school  should  be  established,  to  furnish  teachers 
acquainted  with  the  new  system,  rind  capable  of  arran"-- 
iDg  and  conducting-  a  school;  also  to  receive  and  instruct 
persons  who  wished  to  become  acquainted  witii  the  new 
mode  of  teaching.  A  school  vvas  immediately  formed  on 
this  plan,  and  for  several  years  embraced  all  its  original 
objects;  it  is  now,  h.owever,  principally  confined  to  the 
tuition  of  its  own  scholars.  TIic  building  is  situated  on 
t''e  south  side  of  (he  top  of  George-street ;'  is  SO  feet  long 
by  33  wide,  and  is  capable  of  instructing  400  children"; 
there  is  also  a  good  house  adjoining  for  the  master.  This, 
like  most  of  our  other  public  charities,  is  supported  by 
benefactions  and  annual  subscriptions,  ami  the  institution 
is  in  a  prosperous  condition.  According  to  the  last 
report,  the  number  of  boys  taught  in  the  school  is  201. 
The  [--resent  master  is  Mr.  Thomas  Richards,  \\'ho  h;is 
creditably  held  the  situation  since  the  first  establi'-haient 
of  the  school. 


<SkI  ana  lioimtEcs  of  (Ctociicnor'c  "S^djoat, 
This  is  a  fine  lofty  brick  building,  situated,  on  the 
north-side  of  St.  John's  church  yard,  and  was  erected  iu 
the  year  1813,  for  the  gratuitous  education  of  the  children 
of  the  poor.  It  consists  of  two  stories,  the  iuuer  oi^e  of 
which  is  occupied  by  boys,  and  the  upper  by  girls.  Both 
rooms  arc  fitted  up  in  the  most  comi)lete  manner  with 
bendics,  desk--,  .^e.  aiul  capable  of  holding  800  children. 
The  present  number  taught  are  oOO  boys  and  200  girls. 
This  excellent  institution  was  built  at  the  sole  expen'ce  of 
the   Earl   and  Countess  of  (irosveunr,  the  latter  of  v.hou; 
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tnkos  tiio  (binales  under  licr  especial  proteetinn,  luiiiibers 
of  w'l'.om  arc  iimiually  furiiislied  with  decent  dresses. 
By  tlie  iiiuuiflccncc  of  these  noble  indivi<ltials  also  a 
tiiastei'  and  mistress  arc  provided  '.rith  a  Iiandsoiiie  salary 
and  a  g'ood  du'eHir.i;'-lioiis.j  ;  tlie  eliildren  are  entirely 
supiilied   \\ath   books,   slates,   aiid  every  reipii-ite  ibr  tui-  .  : 

lion;  and  ou  New-year's  day  every  year,  an  excellent  ■  •  ' 
dinner  of  roast  beef  and  pluin-pudding  is  provided  at  Ids  ^'.'-i-  ^ 
lordshiij's  cost,  who,  with  other  branches  of  his  family,  r,  .  .|^  >. 
usually  attend;  when  iiis  lordship  delivers  an  appropriate  c-r\  -/i 
address  to  the  scholars,  distributing  an  ininicnsc  quantity  o  /.^w 
of  books  to  those  children  who  have  been  returned  by  the  .■  ;,.  ti 
master  as  deserving  of  distinction  for  their  i)rogress  in  • '^  X 
learning  or  good  behaviour.  This  ceremony  is  distin-  >'-.,-,. j 
guislicd  as  peculiarly  interesting ;  and  it  is  one  which 
cannot  be  witnessed  without  sensations  of  dcligiit.  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Hamilton  have  continued  to  be  the  judicious 
master  and  mistress  of  this  school  since  its  establishment.     :,  .i;^ 


(!31jt£tti-  jliif.iiit    "SCijools. 

This  interesting  institution  may  be  said  to  iiavc  ori- 
ginated with  a  few  benevolent  individuals  \\\\o  suggested 
the  desirableness  of  an  Infant  School  in  Clicster  to  the 
bishop,  the  Right  Rev.  Dr.  JBlonifield,  since  tratishued  to 
llie  see  of  London.  His  lordshij)  warmly  concurred  with 
lliem  in  the  de.-ign,  the  civil  aulliorilies  of  the  |)lace 
promptly  lent  their  aid,  and  at  a  numerous  and  resj)ecta- 
ble  meeting  of  the  inliabitant.J  of  Chester,  holden  at  the 
E.xchange  on  the  22nd  Nov.  1825,  the  society  was  formed 
according  to  tlie  plans  and  regulations  projjosed  by  the 
bishop,  who  may  indeed  be  regarded  as  its  fostering  father. 

Its  first  school,  in  the  Kale  Yards,  ^vhich  was  I'aised 
by  subscription,  was  opened  in  July,  1S2G,  under  ihe 
direction  of  Mrs.  Swindells,  the  mistress  of  it.  The 
soeiiiy  incurred  a  debt  nf  about  UK)/,  by  ihe  ereclion  ut 
the  building,  .'^c.  ;  to  eiudile  them  to  pay  this,  a  bazaar 
was  set  on  foot,  imder  the  patronage  of  iMrs.  Blomficld, 
which  was  so  liberally  supported  by  herself  and  the  ladies 
of  Chester  and  the  neighbourhood,  as  to  i)roducc  the  sum 
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of  35//.  'i'iie  sMuicty  v,-;i>  thus  oiiablfil  to  exicsid  the 
boiiefits  oC  tlieu'  institution  to  other  partj  ofChci'tci-.  A 
second  school  was  opcnci!  iii  Boughton  in  Oct.  182/,  of 
wliich  Mrs.  Prichfird  is  the  mistress;  and  in  August, 
1828,  a  third  sclxiol  M-as  opened  in  Handbridgc,  of  wliitli 
Mrs.  Smith  is  tlie  mistress.  Tiiere  have  been  about  9(!() 
children  received  into  these  three  schools,  M'hieii  are 
calculated  to  accommodate  about  380  at  oiicc  ;  the  num- 
ber in  them  at  present  is  250.  The  deficiency  is  at  the 
•  two  last  mentioned  scliools,  which  will,  we  trust,  be  better 
filled  wlien  the  inhabitants  of  those  districts  have  learned 
to  appreciate  the  benefits  which  their  children  might 
derive  from  infant  education.  'J"he  schools  are  supported 
by  the  weekly  pence  paid  by  the  parents,  one  penny  for 
each  child,  and  by  annual  subscriptions.  The  expendi- 
ture of  the  society  at  [)resent  c^x-eeds  the  receipts  by  30/. 
per  annum,  which  1  uienlion  here,  in  the  hope  that  .some 
benevolent  in<iividuals  whose  eye  meets  this  statement, 
may  be  induced  to  contribute  to  the  funds  of  this  excel- 
lent (tjiariiy.  'i  he  success  ol  its  labours  has  quite  equalled 
the  expectations  which  were  formed  of  it  as  regards  the 
improvement  of  the  children.  Its  schools  arc  found  to 
be  admirably  fitted  for  the  formation  of  their  tempers  and 
dis[)ositions,  and  it  is  surprising  how  much  useful  know- 
ledge their  minds  are  capable  of,  even  at  their  early  age. 
I  may,  however,  observe,  that  in  the  Chester  Infant 
Scliools  no  endeavoui'  is  made  to  give  to  the  children 
either  such  knowledge  as  is  not  adapted  to  their  years  or 
to  their  station  in  life.  They  are  taught  the  simjiie 
elements  of  religion,  and  usel'ul  knowledge;  they  arc 
exercised  in  the  delightful  occupation  of  singing  the 
praises  of  their  great  Creator,  and  are  trained  up  inhabits 
of  obedience,  of  gentleness  and  love  towards  each  other. 
These  schools  thus  become  useful  nurseries  lor  the  more 
advanced  national  schools,  lly  their  joint  co-opcrafion, 
tnulcr  the  Divine  blosing,  it  may  be  hoped  ihai  many 
children  have  been  ellectualty  brought  unto  Him,  who 
said,  "  SulFcr  little  children  to  come  unto  me,  and  Ibrbid 
thcni  not,  for  of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  God." — 'J'he  llev, 
Robert  Yarker  is  secretary  and  treasurer  lo  the  society. 
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^Jcpulntion  of  CI)fStn% 


TiiK  population  of  this  city  has  varicci  at  clUrerent 
periods,  hut  has  been  on  the  increase  ahnost  ever  since 
tlic  time  in  which  we  have  any  autlicntic  data  by  which 
to  ascertain  its  extent.  By  a  document  given  in  a  pre- 
ceding part  of  this  work  it  appears,  tliat  in  the  reign  of 
Eilward  the  Confessor,  tiierc  were  431  houses  in  Chester 
uliicli  paid  tax  to  llie  king,  and  56  others  which  paid  tax 
to  the  bishop  ;  but  it  is  by  no  means  certain  that  the.-^c 
numbers  included  the  whole  population  of  the  city,  as 
there  might  have  been  houses  exempt  from  paying  taxes 
to  the  king  or  bishop.  It  appears  from  the  survey,  that 
when  Hugh  Lupus  received  tlie  city  of  Chester  from  the 
hands  of  William  the  Conqueror,  its  value  was  much 
diminished  from  what  it  had  been  in  the  reign  of  King 
Edward,  205  houses  out  of  431,  ^vhich  had  formerly  jiaid 
taxes,  being  then  in  ruins,  none  having  been  rebuilt  when 
the  survey  was  taken.  We  have  no  intermediate  accounts 
of  the  population  of  Chester  till  the  year  l"/'!?  Vt'hen  the 
inhabitants  having  been  numbered  under  the  supcriuteud- 
ance  of  the  late  Dr.  Haygarth,  then  resident  in  the  city, 
tliey  were  found  to  be  14,713.  It  appears  by  the  returns 
nuulc  under  the  act  for  ascertaining  the  population  of  the 
kingdom  in  1801,  that  the  total  number  of  inhabitants 
^vas  then  15,152;  and  taking  both  these  accounts  to  be 
rorvect,  tlie  actual  increase  in  27  years  was  but  7^3  indi- 
viihials.  The  ollicial  census  of  181  i, gives  the  poi>iihition. 
at  17,472,  shewing  the  increase  within  the  j)rccediug  ten 
years  to  be  2,320;  and  the  census  of  1821,  numbers  the 
inhabitants  at   19,949 — from  M'hich  it  appears,  that  the 


,  ^vas  IK 
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uicrcase  in    the   i.Ucrval  bciMccii  ISIl  a.ul  IS"^! 

Jess  tl.an  24/7-     This  statc.ncnt  certainly  docs  noi  ovinbi. 

any   sy.npto„,s  of  decay  i„   the  ancient   city  of  Che      V 

By  an  act  passed  in  the  last  session  of  parlian.ent,  a  ne  ; 

census  is  directed  to  be  taken  in  1831,  and  if  an  evtrao 

dinary  accunralation   of  du-cllings,    erected   in    the   ci  v 

-Ulun  t  e  last   ten  years,  be  a  fair  criterion,  it   na^  be 

presumed,   that  our  population  at  that  period  ^ill  ne  u-ly 

approac     24,000.     The  number  of  inhabitants,  as  given 

ilarSL  :-   ''"'"'  ''   '''"'   '^''''''^^'^'^^  '"   the   difl^renf,  | 

St.  Bridget's 

Cathedra]  and  Li'tilV St." 'Joh'n\ "' 'i'^'i 

St.  John's....                          '-'"  i 

St.  Martin's  ....'.". ■''"^" 

St.Maty's ^''^  ' 

St.  Michael's....."'.'.' ^^•*"''  ; 

St.  Olavc's '''-  1 

St.Oswald's ' "'^  i 

St.  Pclcr's '''''^  i 

Spilal  Boughton,  cxlraparocliiai". 'I'll'  ! 

HylyTrinity '■''*                                                                      '   ' 

' yo."C 
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Ci)c  Suburbs. 


Having  noticed  the  priticipal  objccfs  ^rortliy  of 
ohscrvatiosi  within  the  city,  1  shall  briefly  direct  the 
reader's  attention  to  the  suburbs,  and  to  the  main  roads 
leading  from  thence,  taking-  them  in  the  order  of  cast, 
west,  north,  and  south.  On  the  eastern  part  of  the  city, 
after  passing  Boughton,  and  a  little  to  the  left  of  the 
turnpike-road,  is  the  \  illage  of  Christleton,  where  there 
is  a  good  churth,  of  which  the  Rev.  Mostyn  Lloyd  is 
rector,  and  the  Rev.  Evan  Evans,  curate.  In  this  village 
there  are  several  excellent  mansions  and  respectable 
residents,  among  whom  may  be  numbered  Townshend 
Ince,  J.  Taylor,  Thomas  tlodson,  —  Parkin,  Esqrs.  and 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Pnlford,  the  two  latter  of  whom  direct 
prosperous  academies  for  the  education  of  young  gentle- 
men. About  a  mile  from  Christleton  is  the  village  of 
Rov.'ton,  and  three  miles  from  thence  of  Handley,  from 
whence  the  road  directs  to  Barnhill,  near  to  which  stands 
Bolesworth  Castle,  the  residence  of  George  W'almslcy, 
Esq.  A  neviT  line  has  lately  been  cut  from  the  foot  of 
the  hill  to  ]\lal[)as,  through  which  the  coach  road  noNV 
passes  to  Whitcluirch,  Shrewsbury,  and  Birmingham. 

From  Boughton,  another  line  of  road  turns  to  the 
left,  passes  Vicar's  Cross  and  Littleton,  where  there  arc 
two  elegant  mansions,  one  built  by  the  late  Alderman 
Seller,  and  the  other  by  Thomas  Dixon,  Esq.  banker  j 
and  onward  to  Tarvin,  a  respectable  village,  having  a 
good  c-hurcli,  and  some  excellent  houses.  Here  the  jnuin 
road  divides  into  two,  the  one  taking  the  direction  of  the 
Forest  of  Delaniere,  Northwich,  and  Manchester,  and  the 
other  passing  on  to  Tarporley  and  Nantwicli,  towards 
London.— At  the   village  of  Hoole,  on  the  road  leading 
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iVoin  Flookersbrook  to  the  Trairords,  Dnnhain,  Fiodslnun, 
and  Warrington,  there  are  several  pleasant  mansions, 
particularly  those  of  the  llev.  P.  W.  Hamilton,  J.  Sedg- 
wick, Esq.  and  Lady  Broughtoii,  the  latter  of  whom  has 
some  of  the  finest  gardens  in  the  county  ;  Henry  Heskcth, 
Esl:].  and  the  Misses  Parlcer,  not  far  distant,  liavc  also 
delightfully  situated  dwellings. 

Tlie  environs  on  the  western  side  of  the  city,  a[i- 
proaclicd  through  the  Water-gate,  consist  principally  of  a 
fine  level  tract  of  country,  called  the  Sands,  about  six 
miles  in  length,  and  from  two  to  three  in  breadth,  over 
^vlllch  the  sea  formerly  flowed,  but  which  has  been  reco- 
vered from  the  -waters  by  tlic  persevering  efforts  of  the 
Kiver  Dee  Company.  This  tract  of  country  is  divided 
into  good  farms,  extremely  fertile,  yielding  all  kinds  of 
agricultnral  produce  in  abundance,  aiid  is  particularly 
distinguished  for  the  excellency  of  its  potatoes. 
^sV  The  nortli  part  of  the  vicinity  has  some  excellent 

,  ^  land,  and  two  or  three  good  mansions.  At  Molliii^^ton, 
V.  "^  on  the  Parkgate  road,  is  a  handsome  house,  the  residence 
V^N  of  .John  Feilden,  Esq.   and   at   Bachc,   on    the  road  to 

Easlham  and  the  ferries  on  the  Mersey,  is  an  ancient  hall, 
v>.,'  occupied  by  R.  H.  Hughes,  Esq.  banker.  At  a  little 
*  beyond  the  latter,  a  short  distance  from  the  road  on  the 
left,  stands  a  large  building,  erected  under  the  direction 
of  the  county  magistrates,  as  a  county  lunatic  asylum. 
This  benevolent  institution  was  raiscdut  the  expence  of  the 
county,  to  which  that  never  iiuling  source  of  revenue,  the 
river  Weaver,  materially  contributed.  It  occupies,  with 
its  gardens,  airing  grounds  and  roads,  ten  statute  acres 
of  laud,  which  was  purchased  from  the  late  Rev.  Sir  Philip 
Egerton,  Bart.  Tiie  terms  for  maintaining  lunatic  pau- 
pers belonging  to  the  county  are  7s.  *jd.  per  ^veck  ;  and 
those  beyond  its  limits,  10s.  The  unfortunate  inmates  of 
a  higher  class  are  i^rovided  for  by  special  agreement. 
Present  mnnber  of  lunatics  in  the  house  between  fifty  and 
sixty. 

The   i)ian  of  the  building  (for  nhich  sec  the  accom- 
panyiiig  pUile),  prepared  bv  W.  Cole,  jun.  Esq.  county 
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architect,  was  sclecte'l  by  the  county  nuigi-itrates  from  u 
variety  of  others  that  were  subiniitcil  for  their  considera- 
tion (and  to  it  Avas  awarded  the  first  premium),  whicli, 
with  little  or  no  variation,  has  been  carried  into  effect. 
The  contractor  ^^•as  Mr.  W.  Quay,  of  Neston,  who  has 
given  complete  satisfaction  in  the  execution  of  the  work. 
Tlie  building  is  of  brick,  with  dressings  of  stone  ;  it  was 
commenced  in  the  month  of  March,  182/',  and  comjdetccl 
for  the  reception  of  patients  in  September,  1829 — a  very 
short  period,  considering  the  extent  of  the  undertaking. 
LI.  Jones,  M.D.  is  the  physician,  Mr.  W.  Rose  medical 
superintendant,  and  Mrs.  Bird,  matron  of  the  institution. 
The  following  description  of  this  extensive  edifice, 
with  its  particular  arrangements,  has  been  drawn  up  with 
great  accuracy,  and  will  alTord  a  correct  view  of  Its  accom- 
modations and  arrangements  : — 

Tlic  site  of  tlic  building  is  as  desirable  as  could  possibly  be  wi!,hed  for 
Euch  an  cslablishment ;  it  is  suihcicntly  elevated,  and  has  a  considerable  fall 
to  the  west,  by  which  means  its  drainage  is  complete,  rendering  thereby  the 
building  as  well  as  the  grounds  perfectly  dry.  The  surrounding  country  is 
open,  and  free  iVoni  any  objects  that  might  obstruct  pure  air  and  ventilation  ; 
and  to  the  west,  which  is  the  prospect  seen  from  tlie  guileries  of  the  patients, 
commands  an  extensive  and  beautiful  view  into  Wales  and  part  of  Cheshire. 

It  was  designed  to  acconuiiodate  ninety  patients  in  the  whole,  with 
apartments  arranged  to  contain  twenty  patients  out  of  that  number  for  a 
better  class,  who  could  afford  to  pay  for  their  own  maintenance ;  the  remain- 
der was  devoted  to  pauper  patients,  to  be  kept  by  their  respective  townships 
antl  parisiics. 

The  general  form  of  ilie  building,  with  its  entrance  from  the  main  road, 
its  various  airing  grounds  and  yards,  will  be  better  comprehended  from  the 
plan  subjoined  than  from  description. 

At  the  general  entrance  from  the  main  road  is  situated  a  lodge,  occupied 
by  tlio  gardener  and  his  wife,  the  latter  acting  as  keeper  to  this  enlrauce,  but 
tlie  principal  and  only  entrance  to  the  precincts  of  the  establishment  is,  as 
shewn  on  the  plan,  entered  by  gates  in  the  great  court  in  front  of  the  building, 
at  which  gates  is  situated,  the  lodge  occupied  by  the  head  porter,  who  is 
answerable  for  every  person  that  may  go  to  or  from  the  asylum,  or  any  thing 
that  may  be  brought  out  or  into  it. 

The  building  ainsists  of  n  cenire  with  two  front  wings  and  two  rettirn 
ones  ;  theceiure  being  four  stories  in  lieight  is,  with  the  basement  story  of  the 
two  front  wings,  devoted  to  the  domestic  part  of  the  establishment,  whilst  the 
remainder  of  the  front  wings,  and  the  whole  of  the  return  wings,  are  occupied 
by  the  patients,  and  are  three  stories  in  height,  those  on  the  north  side  of  the 
centre  building  by  the  female  imtients,  and  those  or.  the  south  by  the  male. 
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On  tlie  plan  is  shewn  the  domestic  yards,  that  communicate  with  the  I 

basement  sloi-y   of  the  front  wings,  whicli  as  before-nicnllnned  are  devoted  to  '     1 

tlie  domestic  part  of  the  ettablishmcnt,  and  consist,  with  the  basement  story  of  | 

the  centre  building,   of  a  kitchen   and  its  offices;  larder,  dairy,  and  store-  I 

rooms  ;  a  laundry   (in   which  is  fixed   a  complete  drying-stove),  and  wash.  | 

house,  a  brcw.and  balte-housc,  with  necessary  cellars,  and  other  minor  offices.  ! 

Below   the  basement   story  and  communicating  from  the  sunk  area,  arc  situ-  .  | 

ated  the  stoves  for  heating  and  ventilating  the  building.     The  basement  story  '  j 

iiself  is   five   feet   below  the  level  of  the  surrounding  ^reund,  but  having  an  i 

area  round  the  whole,  laid   with  flags    and  well  drained,  with  a  sloping  bank  '     j 

of  grass  extending  fifteen  feet  from  the  building,   renders  it  perfectly  dry.  | 

In  the  north  and  south  return  wings  are  the  sleeping  rooms  and  galleries  of  » 

the  worst  class  of  patients,  with  iheir  respective  airing  grounds  Nos.  1  and  G ;  i 

in   the  south  airing  ground  No.  1,  belonging  to  the  m.tles,  is  a  well  of  pure  | 

sprmg  water,  iii  which  is  fixed  a  forcing  pump,  to  fill  the  cisterns  at  the  top  i 

«_t  the  building  hereafter  spoken  of,   which  is  worked  by  means  of  an  up-  j 

riglit  capstan,  witli  four  horizontal  arms,  and  affords  exorcise  to  the  patients,  I 

as  twenty  may  work  it  at  the  same  time,  so  that  it  may  become  more  a  source  ] 

of  recreation  than  labour.    There  is  an  internal  communication  to  the  galleries  I 

on  this  story  from  the  passages  of  the  offices  in  the  front  wings,  as  well  as  a  di-  | 

rcct  external  one  from  the  domestic  yard,  the  latter  being  oAome  consequence  ' 

to  this  class  of  patients,  as  must  be  well  known  to  persons  at  all  acquainted  \ 

with  establishments  of  tliis  kind.  5 

The  ground  or  principal  floor  is  entered  from  a  portico  which  comnnini-  '  I' 

cates  to  the  great  court   by  two  flights  of  steps  ;  on  this  floor  in  the  centre  • 

buiUling  is  situated  the  superintendant's  and  matron's  sitting  rooms,  with  a  ; 

physician's  room,  and  waiting  room.     The  sleeping  rooms  and  galleries  in 

the  front  wings  arc  for  the  better  clas.s  of  patients,  and  in  the  return  wings  are 

the  sleeping  rooms  and  guUeiies  for  the  second  class  of  pauper  patients";  in  ; 

the  east  gallery  in  the  return  wings  are  two  day  rooms  Nos.  G,  C,  and  7,  7 ;  ; 

Nos.  C,  G  being  open  to   the   galleries  are  particularly  light  and  cheerful] 

and  the  keeper's  rooms  being  situate  at  No.  3,   with  a  window  looking  into  .  i 

the  day  rooms    No.   C,  comm.and3  a  view  of  what  is  going  forward  in^both.  '< 

The  arrangements  in  the  front  and  return  wings  on  the  second  floor  are  siini-  ■' 

lar  in  every  respect  to  the  princip.al  floor  just  described,  but  in  the  centre  ' 

building,   over  tlie  superintendant's  and   matron's   room  and  passage  is  the 

commitlee-room,   wliich    will   likewise  serve  as  a  chapel,  and  tlie  front  rooms 

are  occupied  by  the  supcrintendant  as  bcd-rooms,  &c.     Tlk?  whole  of  the 

third  story  of  the  centre  building  is  taken  up  by  the  bcd-rooms  of  the  women 

servants,  together  witli  the  matrons.    The  airing  grounds  Nos.  3  and  f!  lielnng 

to  the  north  and  south  galleries  of  the   first  floor,  and  Nos.  ,5  and  lU  to  the 

second  floor.     The  airing  grounds  Nos.  4  and  9  belong  to  the  galleries  of 

the  better  class  of  putients,  and  from  the  doors  situated  at  the  extremity  of  the 

yards  Nos.  4,  9,  5  and  10,  the  better  class  of  patients  can  communicate  witli 

Jieu  respective  pleasure  grounds,   and  the  convalescent  jiauperi  aduiiited  to 

clean   the  pleasure  grounds,   or  to   Work  in  the  gardens  ;  each  airing  ground 

belonging    to   the  pauper  patients  is  coiiiiiianded  from  the  windows  of  its  re- 
spective day   or   keeper's  room.     Nos.  4  and  9  arc  inspected  from  the  super. 

iiitendant's  and  matron's  sitting-rooms,  and  in  all  the  airing  grounds  covered 

walks  have  been  erected  for  the  exercise  of  patients  in  liot  or  damp  weather. 


THE    SUBURBS.  2'2!) 

The  gciicral  commimication  for  the  domestic  establishment  to  the  ganlciin, 
is  from  tlie  west  entrance,  in  the  centre  building,  along  a  passage  between  the 
walls  of  the  airing  grounds  Nos.  4  and  0. 

In  the  centre  liuilding  is  constructed  a  stone  geometrical  stair-case  (see 
plan  No.  8)  from  the  basement  story  to  the  tliird  floor,  and  is  the  communica- 
tion for  the  establishment  to  the  galleries  of  the  better  class  of  patients,  as  well 
as  to  their  own  rooms  ;  eacli  gallery  in  the  north  and  south  return  wings  has 
a  separate  and  distinct  stair-case  to  its  own  individual  airing  ground,  and  the 
fitair-case  marked  No.  8  communicates  with  all  the  stories  in  tlie  front  and 
return  wings,  by  which  means  the  keepers  are  enabled  to  render  immediate 
assistance  to  one  another  in  case  of  need. 

Attached  to  all  the  galleries  upon  each  story  are  hot,  cold,  and  shower 
baths,  with  closets,  sculleries,  &c.  and  an  ample  provision  is  made  for  the 
supply  of  water,  as  over  the  day  room.  No.  G,  C  ;  in  the  front  wings  arc  fixed 
large  cisterns,  which  being  regularly  filled  by  means  of  the  pump  before- 
mentioned,  supply  the  whole  of  the  establishment.  There  are  likewise  large 
tanks  in  the  domestic  yards  that  receive  the  rain  water  from  the  roofe,  sup- 
plying the  offices  in  the  basement  story  with  soft  water. 

The  only  part  of  the  suburbs  remalnuig  to  be  no- 
ticed arc  tliose  on  the  south,  a[>[)roachcd  through  the 
Bridge-gate.  On  the  other  side  of  the  Dee,  stands  old 
Handbridge,  M'here  in  the  olden  times,  if  tradition  is  to 
be  credited,  many  a  mortal  conflict  has  taken  place  be- 
tween the  citizens  and  their  Welsh  invaders;  and  near  to 
which,  a  little  inclining  to  the  west,  arc  yet  to  be  seen  a 
curious  relique  of  antiquity.  In  a  iaeld  on  the  right  of 
Handbridge,  called  Edgar  s  Field,  is  an  ancient  piece  of 
sculpture,  supposed  to  be  intended  for  the  figure  oi  PaUns 
(the  Dea  armigera  of  the  Romans).  The  goddess  appears 
in  her  ^^•arlike  dress,  with  her  bird  and  altar.  Adjoining 
this  figure,  is  a  considerable  indention  in  the  rock,  to 
which  tradition  has  given  the  name  of  Edgar's  cave. 
The  scu![)ture  is  certainly  of  great  antiquity,  being  noticed 
by  Mahnesbury,  who  wrote  in  1140;  by  Hovcden,  in 
1 192  ;  by  Seidell,  Camden,  the  Polychronicon,  and  the 
Sa.x'on  Chronicle ;  and  Dr.  Cowper,  in  a  note  on  his 
"11  Penseroso,"  about  174/,  says,  "The  foundations  of  his 
(Edgar's)  princely  mansion,  arc  now  apparent  just  below 
Chester  bridge  soulhwaiil."  IkvoiuI  this,  several  centu- 
ries ago,  stood  some  ancient  buildings,  whose  site  is 
marked  by  certain  hollows  ;  for,  says  Pennant,  \x\m  wrote 
about  1778,  the  ground  (probably  over  the  vaults)  gave 
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way  and  fell  in  witliiii  the  rcmcml)niiico  of  persons  now 
alive.  Tradition  calls  the  spot  the  site  of  the  palace  of 
Edgar.  Nothing  is  nou-  left,  from  which  any  judgment 
can  be  formed,  whether  it  liad  been  a  Roman  building,  as 
Dr.  Stukeley  surmises;  or  6'fl:rw/,  according  to  the  pre- 
sent notion  ;  or  Narrmui,  according  to  Braun,  ulio,  in 
his  ancient  plan  of  this  city,*  styles  tlic  ruins,  then 
actually  existing,  Riiiiwsa  doinus  Comitis  Ceslrieiisis. 
Perhaps  it  might  liave  been  used  successively  by  one  of 
thcni,  who  added  or  improved  according  to  their  respec- 
tive national  modes. 

Immediately  on  rising  tlie  hill  at  Ilandbridge,  there 
is  a  good  road,  turning  to  the  left,  called  Ecclcston-lane. 
At  a  short  distance  on  the  road  to  Eaton,  on  the  riglit 
liand  side,  stands  Netherlegh-house,  the  residence  and 
property  of  Sir  Jolm  Cotgreave,t  who  served  the  otlice  of 


•  This  ancient  plan,  wliich  is  now  very  scare;,  was  publislieJ  in  tlic 
year  1574.  The  autlior  was  aware  of  tliis  rare  ilocumcnt  being  in  existence, 
anil  in  tlic  early  part  of  liis  labours  inserteil  an  ailvertisement  in  his  work, 
announcing,  "  that  if  any  yenlleman  had  it  in  possession,  and  would  permit 
an  engraving  to  be  taken  of  it,  the  obligation  would  be  equally  felt  by  the 
advertiser,  and  appreciated  by  the  public,"  The  application,  however,  was 
unsuccessful,  until  after  a  lapse  of  nearly  18  months,  when  his  work  was 
drawing  towards  a  close,  the  author  learnt  that  tliis  precious  morccau  bad 
been  placed /or  sale  in  the  bands  of  a  Chester  bookseller,  by  a  Chester  yen- 
tUman.,  who  affects  a  miijhly  respect  for  our  antiquities,  and  who  has  assigned 
different  reasons  to  iHffcrent  individuals  for  withholding  it  from  this  work. 
In  another  part,  it  will  he  thCanthor's  duty  and  pleasure  to  acknowledge  h:^! 
obligations  to  many  gentlemen  who  have  honoured  him  with  their  kind  assist- 
ance :  and  he  cannot  do  less  than  at  the  same  time  notice,  with  pcciijinr 
feelings  oi  ijTaiiluiie,  the  lUicriU  treatment  he  has  just  alluded  to.  In  the 
mean  time,  the  author  is  happy  to  say,  that  through  the  khulncss  of  I\It. 
.Scacome,  bookseller,  he  has  l)ccn  favoured  with  an  iiispection  of  lliis  curious 
document.  It  is  now  2.'iU  years  since  the  publicalirni  of  this  plan,  at  wbiclr 
period  several  aui  ient  edifices  were  st.anding,  tli,-.t  have  lung  since  mouldered 
into  dust,  and  the  very  places  where  they  stood  are  no  longer  known.  In  this 
point  of  view  this  relique  may  be  considered  important,  and  the  autlior  Iios 
av.-iiled  him.=elf  of  its  information,  which  will  be  given  at  the  end  of  the  wjrk 
in  an  addenda. 
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^■  The  Coigre;.vcs  of  Nei'.R'.legh  spring  from  a  younger  branch  of  tl>e 
Colgreaves  of  Jlalpas,  who  were  descended  from  Ilobert  Fitzhugh,  baron  of 
Malp.is,  The  ancient  line  became  extinct  in  the  year  13G),  by  reason  of  the 
n;arii,igc  of  the  heiress  with  the    Brcnien's.     The  family  is  now  represented 
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iiiayur  of  Chester  in  1815,  wlicn  he  received  the  lioiiour 
7;  of  kniglitliood  iVoin  King  George  III.  on  presenting  an 
,■  ailfh'css  to  his  majesty,  on  the  marriage  ot"  tlie  late  I'riu- 
i( -3  Charlotte  of  Wales.  It  is  beautifully  situated,  coni- 
'1  lands  a  fine  view  of  the  city,  and  is  surrounded  by  some 
;,  excellent  ganlen-ground.  The  ancient  mansion  is  within 
;j  a  moated  site,  and  is  now  occn])ied  as  a  farm-house. 
,'j  During  the  siege  of  Chester  in  1645,  this  house  was  forti- 
j  fied  by  the  parliamentary  general,  Sir  V\'illiam  Brercton, 
i  who  fixed  his  licad-iiuartcrs  there.* 

I  A  few  hundred   yards  bc)'ond  Netherkgh- house,  on 

,  ihe  right  hand,  is  a  neat  stone  lodge,  from  -whcrice  there 
.  '.■'  a  beautiful  drive  to  Eaton-hall  :  and  nearly  opposite  to 
the  former,  a  handsome  mansion,  the  property  and  resi- 
dence of  Aid.  J.  S.  Rogers,  to  which  the  appellation  of 
Tlie  Green  Bank  has  been  given.  But  a  very  short  dis- 
tance from  hence,  on  the  same  side,  there  is  a  delightfully 
|r-ituatcd  villa,  overhanging  and  commanding  a  fine  view 
ot  the  windings  of  the  Dec,  whose  site  has  from  the 
remotest  ages  been  known  by  the  name  of  Iron  Bridge, 
the  property  of  Earl   Grosvenor,  and  now  occupied  by 

by  Sir  John  Cotgreavc,  of  Nctherlegh.  The  Cotgrcaves  of  GuUden  Sat. 
ton  were  also  of  this  faniily.  Kalpli,  second  son  of  Thomas  Cotgreavc, 
of  Cliesler,  settled  there  in  1513,  according  to  the  pedigree  now  in  pos- 
session of  Sir  Jolm,  from  whicli  it  is  pretty  well  established,  that  this 
gentleman  is  the  presumptive  heir  and  representative  of  this  family.  'Wliat 
renders  this  the  more  probable  is,  that  the  arms  of  the  Ouiklen  Sutton 
family  arc  precisely  tlie  same  as  those  ahvays  used  by  the  Netlierlegli  family. 
Among  other  estates,  that  of  Nctherlegh  v.a3  given  by  John  Lacy,  constable 
of  Chester,  and  baron  of  Hahon,  to  Adam  DuUon,  and  granted  in  trust  to 
Herbert  dc  Orreby  by  Geoffrey  dc  Dutton,  about  127'*,  wlicn  he  went  with 
the  crusaders.  It  was  afterwards  held  under  the  \Varburton'3  by  tlie  Orreby '.•* 
of  Gawsworth,  and  passed  by  marriage  witli  an  heiress  to  the  Fitton's,  and 
subsequently  to  the  Stanley's  of  Alderlcy,  who  sold  it  in  173ij  to  John  Cot- 
greavc, Esq.  then  mayor  of  Chester.  His  son,  Thomas  Cotgreavc,  Ksq. 
in  1790  devised  the  estate  to  his  brotlier,  John  Cotgreavc,  with  remainder  in 
default  of  issue,  to  the  present  proprietor,  his  heir  at  law,  who  asjumed  the 
name  and  arms  of  Cotgreavc  in  17!15.  Tile  co.at  armorial  of  llie  family, 
wliicli  is  subjoined,  has  bten  gratuitously  presented  by  Sir  Jolm,  for  lliis 
work. 

"  Numerous  ancient  reliques  have   been  found  near  NethcrlcgU-houic. 
for  ,111  account  of  which  sec  Antiquities. 
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Mrs.  Lyon.     About  a  mile  further  on,  we  enter  t!ie  runil 
village  of  Eccleston,    wliith    contahis   several    excelleiiL 
_j    ^    (        '  V     ''  '"     rc^r^klcnces,  a  fine  church,  of  which  the  Itcv.  C.  MvUcm  is 
I      '  '    7  y,  1 /rector,  with  six  musical  bells,  and  a  irood  inn.     Every 

(    /ht    li  <  <  Icy  "-■',  V'r  —   object  in  and  about  this  village  presents  a  scene  of  order, 
III.  nc />.,■(    /, ;..  ^ci  .(/.>«''<' cleanliness,  and  beauty,  highly  captivating;  and  realizes 
Li    /!/ K  /jf.  , .  f    /  <9'J>  ?        to  a  contemplative  wanderer,  on  a  calm  summer's  even- 
ly,, //.^    //.<•./(■',  o//t-#<"«    ing,    the  finest  cxhibltition  imaginable  of  the  beauties  of 
<•,/./ ^/y     <-/,..,. -A    ' '^        nature   and   the    culture   of  art.     A  few  hundred  yards 
beyond   Eccleston,   is   a  ferry-boat  across  the  Dee,  with 
which   is  connected  a   road   leading  to  the  \illages   of 
Aldford,  Churton-heath,  Saighton,  &c.      And   %vithin   a 
mile  still  further  south,  rises  the  sumptuous  and  magnifi- 
cent edifice   of  Eaton    Hall,  the   residence  of  the  Right 
Hon.   Earl  Grosvenor.     This  splendid  mansion  forms  an 
object  of  universal  attraction  to  travellers  from  all  parts 
of  the  country,  and  very  few  visit  the  precincts  of  the  city 
of  Chester,  without  gratifying  a  laudable  curiosity  in  sur- 
veying its  grandeur.     The  following  sketcli,  taken  from 
minute  observation  will  convey  but  an  imperfect  concep- 
tion of  its  vast  exterior: — 

"  This  splendid  mansion  is  about  four  miles  to  the  soutli  of  Chester, 
and  stands  in  an  extensive  park  on  a  gentle  rising  ground,  about  five  Iiundred 
yards  from  the  river  Dee ;  and  is,  perhaps,  the  most  magnificent  goihic 
residence  in  the  kingdom.  To  the  park  there  are  four  approaches,  to  each  of 
which  is  »  beautiful  gothic  lodge,  one  conducting  from  Eccleston-lane  at 
fireen-bank,  one  from  Aldford  by  the  new  iron  bridge,  a  third  from  i'ulford, 
and  tlio  fourth  from  the  Wrexham. road  near  Bclgravc. 

"  The  centre  or  main  part  of  the  building,  was  began  in  the  year  ir.O:), 
on  the  site  of  the  old  mansion,  some  part  of  the  walls  of  which  arc  stiJl  re- 
maining under  the  more  elegant  coverings  of  the  present  erection.  The 
designs  were  furnished  by  the  late  Mr.  Porden,  and  the  executive  department 
was  comndtted  to  the  hnmediate  direction  of  Jlr.  Gummow,  beneath  whose 
scrutinising  eye  the  recent  additions  at  either  end  have  likewise  sprung  into 
existence. 

"  From  whatever  point  of  view  the  house  is  seen,  it  makes  a  grand  and 
imposing  appearance,  with  a  rich  display  of  towers,  turrets,  jiinnaclcs,  and 
battlements.  It  \s  built  of  n  beautiful  white  free  stone,  brought  from  Dela. 
UHTo  Forest,  and  was  always  cunnidcrcd  a  most  highly  finished  spccinun  of 
the  miideru  gothic,  even  previously  to  its  now  splendid  enlargement;  which 
consists  of  two  extensive  wings,  witli  octagonal  towers  at  tech  end  of  the  main 
liuilding  ;  making  one  uninterrupted  line  of  four  hundred  and  fifty  feet  in 
length  ;   and   if  this  be  added   to  the  Icng'.h  of  the  coach-houses  and  stablei 
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adjoining,  v.liich  are  built  in  a  corresponding  style,  the  t'ronlage  o(  tin;  builj- 
ing  will  be  near  seven  hundred  feet. 

"  The  l)riiici[):il  cnlriitice  is  in  the  centre  of  tile  west  front,  under  a 
superb  portico  of  richly  groined  arches  and  clustered  pillars,  wliicli  admit 
carriages  to  the  foot  of  llie  steps  leadin;;  to  the  great  door.  Tliis  is  the  place 
where  visitors  apply  for  admittance  to  see  the  interior  of  the  house.  Itound 
the  battlements  and  towers,  as  well  as  the  outward  hallustrading,  are  shields 
charged  in  relief  with  the  armorial  bearings  of  the  (Jrosvenors,  and  other 
ancient  families,  which  by  intermarriages  they  arc  entitled  to  quarter  with 
their  own.  The  bases  of  the  pinnacles  and  ornaments  round  the  windows 
arc  enriched  with  a  profusion  of  grotesque  sculptured  heads  of  various  si/.es, 
adapted  to  the  angles  and  other  parts  on  which  they  arc  placed.  The  window 
frames  are  finely  worked  in  gothic  tracery,  and  arc  of  cast  iron  n:ade  to  imitate 
stone,  with  sashes  of  bronzed  copper,  and  panes  of  plate  glass  ;  iliose  in  the 
principal  rooms  beiiig  thirty-nine  inches  in  height. 

"  Tile  eastern  entrance,  or  garden  front,  is  approached  by  a  flight  of  steps 
from  a, broad  terrace,  which  runs  the  whole  length  of  the  centre  and  wings  of 
the  main  building.  To  the  right  ai:d  left  of  the  steps  is  a  noble  range  of 
cloisters  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet  in  length.  A  massy  gothic  fence, 
with  rich  heraldic  shields,  runs  round  tlie  house,  and  sejiarates  ii  from  tha 
grounds. 

"  The  gardens  and  pleasure  grounds  are  formed  on  the  befo:e-mentioned 
gentle  aclivity  of  the  Dee.  They  are  laid  out  in  a  very  tasteful  manner,  and 
contain  a  choice  collection  of  exotics  and  rare  fruits  of  every  description. 
The  conservatory  is  built  in  the  style  of  one  of  the  wings  of  the  house,  and 
is  a  very  handsome  erection.  The  hot-houses  and  other  buildings  partake  of 
tile  general  character  of  the  mansion :  indeed  wherever  an  opportunity  pre- 
sents, the  gothic  is  introduced  throughout  the  whole  domain.  The  present 
carl  has  recently  built  a  new  cast  iron  bridge,  close  to  Aldford  ;  and  as  the 
scenery  here  is  highly  interesting,  it  has  a  Tery  picturesque  ellect,  in  addi- 
tion to  its  utility." — .See  a  imnll  trarf  fitillishcd  I/;/ Batenh'nn,  entiiled  a 
Vitit  to  Eaton. 


To  describe  the  interior  of  Eaton-hall,  with  its  rich 
ant!  co?tiy  f'uniitiire  and  decorations,  would  require  more 
space  than  can  be  Iiere  allotted  to  such  a  purpose ;  it 
■would  occupy  a  volume.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  it  abounds 
■with  every  elei,'ance  that  ingenuity  and  art  can  invent, 
and  ^vith  every  profusion  that  wealth  can  purchase. 
Among  the  numerous  valuables  of  the  hall,  is  an  extensive 
library,  containing  a  choice  collection  of  books  and  manu- 
script-, to  which  daily  additions  are  making ;  together 
\\iili  many  fine  paintings  and  statues  by  the  nrst  masters. 
'J'he  noble  pro[)i'ictor  of  this  princely  mansion  is  not  less 
di>tinguished  for  the  amiableuess  of  his  private  character, 
\oi,.  11.  n  0 
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tlian  the  munificence  of  his  public  charities.  It  is  n. 
part  of  n,y  business,  even  if  I  had  the  ability  an<i  indina- 
tion,  to  enumerate  a  catalogue  of  his  lonlsiiip's  acts  of 
benevolence  m  those  distant  counties  wi>ere  hehasctel 
s-c_estutcs  and  residences;  but  it  cannot  be  out  of  tie 
p  ovincc  of  an  historian  of  Chester,  to  record  actions  b v 
"Inch  Its  population  and  neighbourhood  are  =^  n  i-dlv 
Wfmcd.  Sufficient  therefore  to  my  purpose,  ia  iC  ;^ 
10,  ofhislordslnp's  open-hearted  liberalitv,  is  the  sin-de 
act,   that,  aided   by  the  active  and  ;™.«/a.sid;i"s'^ 

i^ti-r'nirr"^'';^ '''-''  ^'-^'^-^-'^  "'"-^^" 

five  to   eight  hundred  pounds  a  year.     If  the  authority  of 

^hXT-'^^f- "^'  r''"rr  ^^  ^'-"  '-•  ^-  i--iS : 

mi:  "'7^:;^l--^'"  ov  ifthehiglier  sanction  of 
'"■'."'  ;_vlo  ^aRl  "It  „  ,uore  blessed  to  give  than  to  re- 
deye be  credible;  ho.v  highly  privileged  does  tl  t 
uHLvidual  stand,  who  having  large  .Lsessbns,  h!;::.     ^ 

r  t  trnT."  ''  'r'  ''"'■  '^""■"'^  =""^  ''-  ^»'--'=^  "'• 
cnaiit)  luui  benevolence.* 


"  The  Grosvcnors  came  over  into  i;n"land    wlft.  .), .  , 

and  .OS,  of  tCl^d  ii  .  t^'e!:™  U^'     ^"^'^^'  """^^«  "^  '"=  "™^' 

wn<:  ,.«.,  -I-  .■         ,■''  ""'^'^ '^ ""'•■«'»  tl>'S  important  afiair      Tlir- »r.r,t„„ 

^«'ic,   wiiiui  13  tlie  lamily  coattothiadav. 
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Jlctiiniiiig  ayain  to  that  part  of  HaiHlbridpo,  whcri^ 
the  road  diverges  towards  Eaton,  and  advancing  omvard 
nhont  tu-o  hundred  yards,  another  road  turns  to  the  left 
^rliicii  leads  to  Wrexham,  a  distance  of  twelve  miles  • 
in  the  course  of  which  the  villages  of  Dodloston*  and 
Gresford  are  passed  on  the  riglit,  and  those  of  Pulford, 
the  Kosset,  Marford,  and  Acton,  in  front.  Tlie  main 
turnpike,  preserving  a  straight  direction,  conducts  to 
Mold,  Hawarden  and  Holywell,  being  the  line  of  the  mail 
to  Holyhead,  first  passing  by  Overlegb,  and  on  a  long 
stretch  of  road,  formerly  called  Saitney  jMarsh.f  About 
three  miles  in  this  direction  is  the  boundary  between  the 
counties  of  Chester  and  Flint,  and  between  Jiltigland  and 
the  northern  division  of  llie  principality  of  Wales. 

All  the  turnjiike  roads  leading  from  the  city  are  kept 
in  an  excellent  state  t)f  rep^-iir,  the  Macadasnizing  system 
being   principally   adopted.     In   several  directions,  how- 

*  II  may  not  he  generally  known,  that  the  remains  of  the  ilUistrious 
progenitor  of  the  Bridgcwatcr  family,  Thunias  .Egerton,  viscount  Brackley, 
(better  probably  remembered  by  his  interior,  b-.it  earlier  title  of  baron  Elles. 
mere)  who  for  upwards  of  twenty  years,  liOC-lGiy,  held  the  great  seal  of 
Knghind  with,  distinguished  ability  and  integrity,  had  till  very  lately  lair, 
under  a  nameless  stone  in  Dortleston  church.  In  Ifi-20,  however,  this  want 
of  regard  to  the  memory  of  a  great  and  good  man  was  supplied.  The  present 
zector  of  Dodleston,  the  venerable  archdeacon  'Wrangham,  under  the  impres- 
sion, that  "  the  splendour  of  ancestry  is  intended  to  be  not  only  a  glory,  but 
also  a  light  and  guide  to  posterity,"  made  application  to  one  of  his  afRuent 
descendants  (the  lute  Kev.  the  earl  of  Bridgewatcr)  and  procured  for  "  buried 
merit  its  tardy  bust."  A  marble  monument,  handsomely  executed  by  Mr. 
Kelly,  of  Chester,  now  distinguishes  the  spot  where  those  long-neglected  relics 
rest.     It  bears  tlic  following  inscription,  from  the  pen  of  the  archdeacon  : — , 

"  Maiorvm  gloria  postcris  qvasi  Ivmen  est  svbtvslacet  qvidqvid  mortalo 
fvk  Thom;E  Baronis  de  EUesmcre  et  vice-comitis  de  Brackley  viri  antiijva 
VTtvtc  ac  fide  per  vjginti  plvs  annos  regni  Anglia;  cancellarii,  scientia  scriptis 
facvndia  spectatissimi  hominibvs  exemptvs  est  IV.  id.  April,  anno  sacro 
M. Dc.xvn.  at.  circiter  i.xxvti.  orinivr  see,uenlvr  qvi  non  pra\'essirint." 

The  fund  (XIOO.)  fur  defraying  llic  expenses  of  tlic  erection,  was  wholly 
Siipplicd  by  tlie  late  eccentric  b\it  munificently  disposed  carl,  in  a  remittance 
from  I'aris. 

+In  17GG,  Sir  John  Glynne,  with  a  view  oC  cflectlng  an  easier  communi- 
cation  between  his  colliery  at  Saiulycroft  and  the  city  of  Chester,  projected 
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ever,  tlic  tolls  are  particularly  licavy,  wliicli  necessarily 
operates  as  a  serious  tlisadvaiitagc  on  the  conveyance  oi' 
goods  by  land  carriage.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for  tlie 
amazing  increase  in  these  tolls,  which  in  some  instances 
have  been  advanced  within  the  last  three  years  not  less 
than  two-thirds,  wliich  w\\\  be  shewn  by  the  following 
table  : — 

A  Table  of  Tolls  taken  on  the  different  7'urnpilie  Roads  leading  to  and 
J'rirm  the  city  of  Chester  with  the  Tolls  formerly  t  alien  ;  shewinij  the 
difj'ermce  Ictreecn  the  present  and  former  charrje.  The  table  is  taken 
on  a  waijyon  and  four  horses,  the  wheels  beini/ of  the  breadth  of  six 
inehcs. 


LHsi.iiice 

from 
CliesUT. 

I'nsciu 
Tolls. 

Tolls. 

Dilfert-me 
'tl!rmerl'y. 

Ch 

s'.er  to  Prestmi-brook  and  back.. 

Frodsli.-tin ditto.. 

Wrcxlmni     ditto.. 

14 

10 
12 
12 

10 
20 
1!) 

ii'      i 

0  0 
8     0 
7    4 

1  4 

2  V, 
10     0 

5   o" 

1  4 

2  8 
4     4 

(i      ii 
a     4 

n      4 

Eastham    dliio.. 

Wliitduirch di'to.. 

Nortliv.ich di'io.. 

0      0 
0      0 
o     8 

The  Toll  I'rom  Wrcxiiara  to  Shrewsbury  and  back,  a  distance  of  23 
miles  each  w.a)',  i.>:  only  six  shillinris. 

tbs  plan  of  carrying  the  coab  over  Saltney  Marsh  by  water,  the  road  being 
at  that  thao  .sandy  and  very  lic.wy  for  draught.  To  this  end  a  canal  was  cut 
along  side  and  par.illtl  with  the  turnpike-rojid,  till  it  turns  oft" towards  apoint 
near  the  Dee,  about  two  miles  below  Chester.  The  coals  were  accordingly 
carted  to  a  coal-yatd  in  Bretton,  and  forwarded  thence  on  ponts  constructed 
for  the  purpose.  This  canal,  however,  proved  an  unsuccesful  speculation  : 
the  coals  being  unloaded  at  Bretton,  reloaded  on  th.e  ponts  of  the  canal,  un. 
loaded  'again  at  the  end  of  the  canal,  and  reloaded  on  ponts  upon  the  river, 
became  so  brol;en,  as  to  be  scarcely  saleable,  independent  of  the  loss  of  break- 
age.    Mr.  Pennant  in  his  Tour,  speaks  of  this  can.al  as  then  existing  ;  but 

it  appears  to  have  been  filled  up  about  the  year  177-5 In  1778,  an  act  of 

parliament  was  obtained  for  inclosing  Saltney  Marsh,  containuig  by  admea- 
surement 2,000  acres  of  rich  l.-ind,  not  including  COO  acres  copped  out  afore- 
time by  the  Stanley's.  This  undertaking  was  effected  at  a  vast  expence,  as 
a  new  and  more  siibstantial  river  bank  was  requisite  on  the  south  side,  more 
elK'Ctunlly  to  prevent  the  inro:^ds  of  the  tide,  with  sluices  to  carry  ofl"  t'nc  land 
tloi'ds  and  drain  waters.  Tliis  great  work  w.ts  expeditiously  performed,  aiul 
the  lands  of  the  Warsli  divided  and  allotted  by  the  commissioners,  Samuel 
Wy.att,  Esq.  Mr.  Edward  Stelfox,  and  Mr.  .Tohn  Earl,  each  of  whom  re- 
ceived £:ny.',.  IAs.  and  the  award  was  fisned  178).  This  act  added  abouX 
1,000  at-rvs  lo  tlie  Olynnc  estate. 
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SilXilO  OF  CHESTKR  TO  THE  PJU^SENT  TIME 

[From  Vol.  J.  p.  198.] 


TiiK  <,'allaiit  (Icrciicc  sustainet!  by  tlie  city  of  Chester, 
lias  already  been  noticed  at  large,  with  its  surrender  to 
the  parliamentarian  forces  under  Sir  AVilliani  Brereton. 
In  these  times  of  civil  commotion,  the  city,  as  a  fortress 
of  considerable  strength,  Mas  deemed  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance by  the  conflicting  parties.  In  the  month  of 
Mav,  1048,  some  attempts  being  then  on  foot  in  the  north 
for  restoring  the  king's  power,  the  fortifications  of  Ches- 
ter were  put  in  complete  repair;  and  in  the  August 
following.  Captain  Oldham,  Lieutenant  Ashton,  and  se- 
veral others,  partizans  of  the  royal  cause,  formed  a  plan 
for  seizing  the  city  and  castle,  for  the  use  of  the  king,  but 
the  design  being  discovered,  the  two  former  were  arrest- 
ed, and  shot  in  the  corn-market,  suffering  with  truly 
heroic  courage,  exhorting  the  byc-standcrs  to  loyalty  and 
fidelity  towards  the  king  and  royal  family. 

In  July,  16-19,  colonel  Robert  Dukenfield  was  ap- 
pointed governor  of  Chester;  and  in  the  same  year,  king 
Charles  II.  was  proclaimed  a  traitor  at  the  High  Cross, 
and  other  places  of  the  city.  The  king's  arms  were  re- 
moved from  the  shiro-liall.  and  those  of  tlie  earls  tVom  the 
exclicqiier.  by  orderot  the  judges.  H"uir,('li;\'v  M,u-'s\^.v;i\ 
{deputy  to  15radshuw)  and  Thomas  Fell. 

1(350.  The  bishop's;  palace,  with  all  the  furniture, 
M'ere  sold,  December  13,  to  Robert  Mailer  and  William 
Richardsou,  for  1059/. 


2r>S  nisToiiv  or  cHi'-sTrn;. 

]u  Ki.Jl,  ;i  coiirt  ir,;ii-ti;il  was  c^tahlislicd  at  Chester., 
wlii'i'e  a  nimilK'i'  ol  [iri^uiu'i's  were  brijuj;lit  iVoiu  Newport 
I'ni-  ti'ial.  Ol'  tliese,  ten  were  coiideiniicd  on  ilie  aet 
iigaitist,  holding  a  corrcj^jjuiidcnce  M'ith  the  king,  and 
five  were  executed,  itiehidlni;-  a  captain  Synii^ins,  wliy 
harl  carried  tiic  kini^'s  letter  ot"  invitation  to  sii- 'i'honia^, 
Middleton.  Shortly  afterwards  the  earl  of  Derhv,  sir 
Timothy  Fethcrstoidiaugh,  and  captain  ]5eiibow  were 
■Condemned    bv    the    said    tribunal.*     'J'he  two  first  lo  be 


'  The/  I'olliiwin^'  ia  an  account  of  tho  ]irocccclings  of  a  court  martial 
ai^ainst  tlitsc  unlurtunato  gcntlcnioD,  i'roiu  iSomuier:)'  Tracts,  ',i  Charles  TI. 
A.  1).  1(152: — On  AVtilnestlay  bdiif;  the  1st  of  this  instant  month,  the  earl 
of  Derby  was  brought  to  his  trial,  before  tlie  court  martial  hoUen  at  Chester, 
in  ilie  year  of  our  Lord  (ioil,  lU.'il.  I5y  virtue  of  a  commission  from  his 
'Excellency  the  lortl  general  Cromwell,  grouniled  upon  an  act  of  parliament 
of  the  liJth  (if  August  last,  iiuiiuletl,  "  An  act  prohibiting  correspondence 
with  Charles  Stuart,  or  his  J'arty,  diiecied  to  major-general  ]Mitton,'"  itc. 
The  said  court  being  assembled  together,  alter  silence  proclaimed,  the  names 
of  the  otlicei'S  were  culled  over  (twenty  in  lunnber.) 

After  the  court  was  proclainicd,  tire  iiresident  gave  order  ibr  the  prisoner 
to  be  brought  to  (he  bar;  and  accordingly  he  was  guarded  from  the  castle 
to  the  said  court,  where  judge  JMackworth  read  the  act  of  parliament,  prohi- 
biting  correspondence  witli  Charles  Stuart,  or  his  party.  And  when  his 
lordship  came  to  the  latter  clause  of  the  said  act,  viz.  '  That  whosoever  shbill 
oflend  against  this  act  and  declaration,  shall  or  may  be  proceeded  against  by 
a  council  or  war,  who  are  hereby  authorized  to  hear  an<l  determine  all  and 
every  the  said  offences;  and  such  as  by  the  said  council  be  condemned  to 
softer  death,  shall  also  forfeit  all  his  and  their  lunds,  goods,  and  other  estates, 
as  in  case  of  high  treason  ;'  upon  whiclr  words  the  earl  of  Derby  said,  '  I  am 
no  traitor,  neither.'  '  Sir,'  said  the  president,  *  your  words  are  contemptible  ; 
you  must  be  silent  during  the  reading  of  the  act,  and  your  charge.'  After 
his  lordship  had  read  the  said  charge  of  higli  treason,  &.c.  the  earl  pleaded, 
that  he  h.ad  quarter  given  him  for  his  lite  by  one  Captain  Edge,  which  (said 
lie)  he  conceived  a  good  bar  to  avoid  trial  for  life  by  a  council  of  war,  unless 
^e  had  connnitted  some  new  fact  since  quarter  given,  that  might  bring  him 
within  the  cognizance  of  a  court-martial.  Hereupon  the  commissioners  took 
the  matter  into  consideration,  and  after  a  long  and  serious  debate,  they  agrceil 
to  over-rule  him  in  his  pica,  and  finding  him  guilty  of  treason,  passed  sen- 
■tencc  upon  hiin  in  these  words  : — 1.  Resolved,  by  the  court,  upon  tlic  ques- 
tion, '  Tiiat  .James,  carl  of  Derby,  is  guilty  of  the  breach  of  the  said  act  of 
the  rjlh  of  .August,  last  pari,  euliiled,  '  .\u  act  prohibiiiug  correspi'udence 
with  Charles  Sluart  or  liis  party,'  and  so  of  high  treason  against  the  common- 
wealth of  Knglaiul,  and  t'.wrefore  is  worthy  of  death.'  '2.  Itesolvcd,  iS.c. 
*  That  the  said  James  Earl  of  Derby  is  a  traitor  to  the  commonwealth  of 
England,  and  an  abettor,  encourager,  and  assister  of  the  declared  traitors  and 
enemies  thereof,  and  shall   be  i>ut    to  death,  by  severing  his  head  from  bis 
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belieatied  severally  at  Bolton  ami  Clicster,  ami  the  third 
to  be  shot  at  Shrewsbury.  On  the  14th  of  October,  the 
earl  took  leave  of  Fetherstouhaugh,  and  then  jiroccedcd 
from  the  castle,  attended  quite  through  the  city  by  num- 
bers of  people  weeping   ant!   praying  for  i'.im,  to  whom 

body,  .It  tlie  market-place  in  the  town  of  Itplton,  in  Lanciisliire,  upon  M'cd- 
ncsday  the  loth  of  this  instant,  October,  about  the  hour  of  one  o'clock  of  the 

same  day.' Tlie  court   tlien   proceeded  in   the  same  siinnnary  way  in  the 

trials  of  .Sir  Timothy   Fcthcrstonhaui;h  and  C'apt.  .John   I'cnbow,  both  of 
wlioni  were  found  guilty,  the  former  to  bo  bthcaded  the  2ind  of  tlie  month  at 
Clieslcr  ;   and  the  latter  to  be  shot  at  Shrewsbury  on  the  loth, 
[rno.^t  wiiitlocke's  .iiK.iioiitAi.s,    r.  4!l(i.] 

(!)ct.  G,  Hiol.  Ivettcts,  that  the  Earl  of  Derby  was  tried  at  a  court  mar- 
tial at  Chester,  at  whicli  were  twenty  nflicers,  captains,  and  above  tliat  degree, 
five  colonels,  and  above  that  degree,  -Major-General  Mitton,  and  Colonel 
JIackworth,  ])resident.  That  the  e.irl  uonfesscd  the  plot  for  a  general  rising 
of  the  Presbyterians  in  Lancashire,  to  join  with  ihe  King,  but  it  was  disap- 
|iointed  by  the  apprehension  of  Mr.  Birkenhead.  That  Sir  Thomas  Tiddesley, 
Ulajor  Ashurst,  and  JHajor-Ceneral  ftlassey  were  principal  actors  in  tlie  con. 
s))iracy.  He  confessed  the  matters  of  treason  charged  against  hiin,  and 
submitted  to  the  inerry  of  parliament.  And  I'or  plea,  1.  He  alleged  *•  he 
had  quarter  given  him,  and  therefore  was  not  to  be  tried  by  a  court  martial 
for  life  ;'  but  this  was  ovcr-niled  by  the  court.  2.  He  pleaded  '  ignor.ance 
of  the  ads  of  treason  set  forth  by  the  parliament,'  which  plea  iras  also  over, 
ruled  ;  and  the  court  sentenced  lihii  to  be  beheaded  for  liis  treasons  at  IJollon, 
where  ho  bad  kiUed  a  man  in  cold  blood.  The  earl  seemed  very  desirous 
lor  life,  and  petitioned  the  lord  gener.il  upon  the  point  of  his  having  quarter, 
but  had  no  relief  from  him.  The  court  sentenced  Sir  Timothy  Fethcrston- 
liaugh  to  be  belici.ded  for  the  same  treasons,  and  Captain  Benbow  to  be  allot 
to  death. 

Oct.  n.  Letters,  that  the  Earl  of  Derby  attempted  to  escape,  and  was 
let  down  by  a  rope  from  the  leads  of  his  chamber,  but  some  hearing  a  noise 
made  .ifter  liim,   and  he  was  re-taken  upon  Dee-bank."     He  wrote  a  hand- 

•  111  ll.is.Tllcmpt  locsr.ipc.  tlie  bruvceirl  ,vas  less  sueccssfiil  lh.in  one  oflhe 
>.IJ  princes  III  iS'crUi  \V:,les,  euia-eriiliiB  "I, cm  the  lltv.  W  .Wnrriniilon,  in  liis  histf.ry  of 
Wales,  relates  the  followins  slury  ;  "  Grytfyilli  ap  Cynan  had  langeUhctl  IwcKe  yenrs 
in  c.iplivily  in  Ihe  cuslle  of  Clu'ster,  iienlecleil  by  lii!  subjects,  or  nh.it  is  more  probable, 
nllhoul  their  liaving  had  the  abilily  lo  procure  liis  release.  The  silUKVion  of  lliis  prnici- 
cxcHed  Ihe  compassion  of  ii  youn«  man,  named  KynnricHir,  a  native  of  ITdeirnioii  ; 
who  determined,  i f  possible,  lo  elTuct  his  escape  out  of  prison,  Ihouiili  at  every  hajaid  lo 
liimself.  Tlie  enterprise  was  bold,  isenerous,  and  full  of  danger.  Attended  by  a  lev» 
followers,  he  repaiied  to  Chester,  under  pretence  of  buyinti  some  necessaries;  and 
havinan.iiiied  admittance  into  tlie  castle,  at  the  edge  of  night,  while  Ihe  keepers  were 
deeply  eiig,igoil  in  IV.vsling,  he  carried  ivw..y  on  his  b.ick  the  captive  prince,  b.adeil  wiih 
chiiins,  aiul  conveyed  liiin  vvilh  safely  iiuo  his  own  dominions.  Thoush  toylTy.lh  ap 
l.yiiau  had  thus  I'orlnn.uely  escaped  out  of  the  hands  of  his  enemies,  lie  had  many  dilli- 
cnllies  Slill  to  cno.uiiler,  as  his  own  subietva  were  either  diipiriicd,  or  alienated  from 
hinii  and  Ilie  loiKlish  were  masters  of  the  tounlfy.  Ills  .laii«er  v.a.  .oinellin.  s  .(> 
Kteat.  that  he  was  obliged  to  he  eoncealed  in  wood*  or  olliei  plans  ol  ^ei  imly  ,  nil  at 
length,  having  taken  those  castles  which  the  Norman,  hid  eietted  duiing  his  eonlliie- 
Diciit,  he  regained  ibc  cnlire  possession  o!  his  kingdom." 
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at  Flookersbrook  lie  bid  adieu  with  an  Immliieyet  iidbic 
beliaviour.  Near  to  iioole-lieatii  he  alighted  (rum  his 
liorsc,  and  by  the  coach  side,  took  leave  of  Jiis  tu-o 
ilaiiijhters,  salutinj^  thcui  and  praying  for  t!;cni,  and  tlien. 
alter  a  sad  parting,  [)rocccded  on  his  way  to  BoUon. 

During  the  uiontlis  of  June  and  July,  1655,  many  of 
the  principal  gentry  of  this  county,  among  whom  were 
Sir  Peter  Leyccster,  ofTabley;  Peter  Vciiables,  baron  of 
Kiiidcrton  ;  Sir  Richard  Grosvenor;  Mr.  Shakerlcy  ;  Mv. 
Warren,  of  Poynton  ;  and  Mr.  IMassey,  of  Pudiiigton  ; 
>\-cre  sent  prisoners  to  the  castle  of  Chester,  under  suspi- 
cion of  being  disaifected  to  CroniweU's  government.  In 
the  month  of  November  in  this  year,  the  parliament 
passed  u  resolution  that  the  castle  of  Chester  should  be 
rendered  untenable,  and  the  city  wall  rased  between  tlie 
Eastgatc  and  Newgate.  This  order  was  partially  carried 
into  effect. 

About  the  middle  of  July,  1659,  several  attempts 
were  made  to  seize  the  princijjal  strong-liolds  in  England 
for  Charles  the  Secoiul,  "  of  which  enter|)rizes,"  says 
("larendoii,  "only  one  succeeded,  Miiich  M-as  that  under- 
taken by  Sir  George  Booth;  all  the  rest  failed.  The 
Lord  Willoughby  of  Parham,  and  Sir  Horatio  Townscml, 
and  most  of  their  friends,  were  apprehended  before  the 
day,  and  made  prisoners,  most  of  ihem  upon  general  sus- 
picion, as  men  able  to  do  hurt.  Only  Sir  George  Booth, 
being  a  person  of  the  best  quality,  and  fortune  of  that 
county,  of  those  who  had  never  been  of  the  king's  party, 
came  into  Chester,  with  such  persons  as  he  thought  lit  to 
take  M'itli.him  the  night  before  ;  so  that  though  the  teni- 
pestuousness  of  the  night  and  the  next  morning  had  the 
same  effect  as  in  other   places,  to  break   or  disorder  the 

some  passionate  letter  to  his  Imly  to  comfort  l.er,  and  ailvisid  her,  as  tl'cti 
matters  stooJ,  to  surreiuler  tlic  Isle  of  Jlan  tiiioii  good  co)uiiiioiis. 

Oct.  20.  Letters  of  llie  iiartieidavs  of  the  liarl  of  Derby's  d(  atli  on  the 
ir.t!\  iillioltoii;  who  carried  liiniself  with  stoiitii.ss  and  chiis'.ian-like 
teniper. 

Nov.  1.  Letters,  that  Sir  Timothy  Fet!icrstonhan;jh  was  e.vecuted  in  the 
market-place,  Chester,  according  lo  the  sentence  of  the  coun-martiai,  an'., 
used  only  a  few  prayers  out  of  the  common  prayer-book. 
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rendezvous  tbat  was  appointed  within  four  or  five  miles 
of  tliat  city,  yet  Sir  George  being  himself  there  with  a 
good  trooj)  of  horse  he  brought  with  liiui,  and  fuuling 
others,  though  not  in  the  number  he  looked  for,  he  retired 
with  those  he  had  into  Chester,  wiiere  his  party  was 
strong  enough,  and  Sir  Thomas  Middlcton  having  kept 
liis  rendezvous,  came  thither  to  him,  and  brought  strengtli 
enough  to  keep  those  parts  at  their  devotion,  and  to  sup- 
press all  those  who  had  inclination  to  oppose  them." 

Sir  George  Booth  (who,  as  it  was  afterwards  known, 
iiad  a  commission  from  King  Charles  II.  appointing  him 
commander-in-chief  of  all  his  forces  in  Cheshire,  Lanca- 
shire, and  North  Wales)  hearing  that  General  Lambert 
was  on  his  way  to  oppose  liim,  marched  with  his  army, 
consisting  ofnpwards  of  three  thousand  men  to  give  him 
battle.  Sir  George,  accom])anied  by  Lord  Chohnondeley, 
Lord  Kilmorey,  and  several  of  the  principal  gentlenien 
of  the  county,  mustered  his  army  on  Rowton-heath,  the 
spot  which  had  proved  so  unfortunate  to  King  Charles  L 
and  there  read  and  published  a  declaration  setting  forth 
that  they  took  up  arms  for  a  free  parliament,  and  to  deli- 
ver the  nation  from  the  slavery  they  then  laboured  under. 
General  Lambert  being  sent  by  the  parliament,  with  an 
army  against  Sir  George,  the  conflicting  forces  met  at 
Winnington-bridge,  near  Northwich,  on  the  IGth  of  Aug. 
when  an  action  ensued,  in  which  Booth's  forces  were 
soon  defeated  ;  he  himself  escaped  from  the  field  in  dis- 
guise, but  was  taken  at  Newport  PagncU,  and  sent  to  the 
tower.  After  the  engagement,  Lambert  marched  with 
his  army  to  Chester,  then  held  by  Colonel  Croxton,  which 
M-as  immediately  surrendered.  As  a  punishment  for  this 
rebellion  against  their  power,  the  parliament  passed  a 
vote  on  the  17th  of  September,  to  dissolve  the  corpora- 
tion of  the  city  of  Chester,  and  that  it  should  be  no  longer 
a  cmmty  of  itself.  Tiie  speedy  demolition  of  the  authority 
ol'  the  iiarliament  by  whom  this  order  was  issued,  ren- 
dcieil  the  resolution  of  very  immaterial  consei-iuenee. 

With  the  restoration  of  the  royal  family,  in  IGGO,  the 
ancient  order  of  the  cliiirch  was  re-established.     1"  the 

\OL.  11,  11  IJ 
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niontli  of  September  in  that  year,  Dr,  Eriau  Walton, 
being  app'jinted  bisliop  of  Chester,  most  of  the  clergy  of 
the  city  and  county  went  to  meet  liini  on  his  coming  to 
take  possession  of  his  bishopric.  The  trained  bands  of  the 
city  were  drawn  up  along  the  Foregate-street,  and  at  the 
Bars,  the  mayor  and  corporation  in  their  formalities, 
received  their  new  bishop,  and  walked  before  him  to  the 
palace,  amidst  the  acclamations  of  the  people,  expressing 
tlie  greatest  joy  at  the  restoration  of  episcopacy.  Lnme- 
diateiy  after  his  arrival,  he  put  on  his  robes,  and  'i\ent  to 
perforin  his  devotions  in  the  Cathedral,  where  the  dean. 
Dr.  Bridgeman,  and  all  tlic  chapter,  received  him. 

In  16S3,  the  kingdom  was  again  threatened  with 
civil  commotion,  from  the  restless  anibitsftn  of  the  Duke 
of  Monmouth,  a  natural  son  of  Charles  II.  who  had  en- 
tered into  a  conspiracy  \vith  Lord  Uussel,  Algernon 
Sydney,  and  other  mal-contents.  The  following  relation 
of  this  young  gentleman's  visit  to  Chester,  is  taken  front 
the  Cowper  MSS.  which  places  the  lo\alty  of  the  citi- 
zens of  that  day  in  a  somewhat  questionable  shape  : — 
"In  the  middle  of  August,  James  Duke  of  Monmouth 
came  to  Chester,  greatly  alVecting  popularity,  and  giving 
countenance  to  riotous  assemblies  and  tumultuous  mobs, 
whose  violence  was  such  as  to  pelt  ■with  stones  the  win- 
dows of  several  gentlemen's  houses  in  the  city,  and  other- 
wise to  damage  the  same.  They  likewise  furious'ly  forced 
the  doors  of  the  Cathedral  church,  and  destroyed  most  of 
the  painted  glass,  burst  oj>en  the  little  vestries  and  cup- 
boards, wherein  were  the  surplices  and  hoods  belonging 
to  the  clergy,  which  they  rent  to  rags  and  carried  away^ 
ihey  beat  to  pieces  the  baptismal  font,  pulled  down  some 
nionuments,  attempted  to  demolish  the  organ,  and  com- 
mitted other  enormous  outrages.  On  Thursday  the  25th 
of  the  said  inonlh,  the  duke  went  to  the  horse-races  at 
Wallasey  in  Wirral.  which  meeting  served  as  a  rendez- 
vous for  his  friends  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom,  a  junto 
of  wlioni  sat  in  consultation  in  the  summer-house  at 
Bidston,  '(vhere  ^vas  conceited  that  insurrection  which 
was  afterwiu'ds  attended  v,  ith  such  fatal  consequence;." 
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Monmouth  \ras  taken  into  custody  on  liis  rcUui; 
from  Chester. at  Stafford,  at  a  splendid  entertainment 
;>iven  liini  by  the  members  of  that  corporation.  His 
wrogrcss  through  Chcsliire  was  attended  '.vith  consider- 
able tumult,  and  securities  of  the  peace  were  required 
from  the  numerous  county  gentlemen  who  appeared  to 
favour  him.  A  memoir  of  his  reception  in  the  city  no- 
tices several  of  Monmouth's  acts  to  gain  j)oj)ularity.  'i'he 
infant  of  the  mayor  was  christened  Henrietta,  his  grace 
condescending  to  stand  sponsor.  The  followitig  day  the 
duke  is  said  to  have  rode  his  own  horse  and  won  the  plate 
at  Wallasey,  and  in  the  evening  to  have  presented  it  to 
his  god-daugiiter. 

The  following  six  clironological  items  are  copied 
from  the  Cowper  MSS.  :— 

I687.  Aug.  27.  "James  II.  came  to  Chester  on  Sa- 
turday, and  was  received  near  the  Bars  in  Foregate-strect 
by  the  corporation  in  their  robes.  He  was  afterwards 
splendidly  entertained  at  the  Pcntice,  where  he  M'as  seated 
under  a  canopy  of  crimson  velvet,  prepared  for  the  occa- 
sion. His  majesty  lodged  at  the  bishop's  palace,  from 
whence  next  morning  he  walked  through  the  city  to  the 
castle  (the  mayor  bareheaded  carrying  the  sword  before 
him),  and  heard  mass  iu  the  shire-hall.*  On  Monday  he 
went  to  Holywell,  and  on  Tuesday  returned  to  Chester, 
and  the  day  following  closeted  several  gentlemen  both  of 
the  city  and  county,  in  order  to  prevail  upon  them  to 
approve  of  the  repeal  of  the  penal  laws  and  test-act,  but 
met  with  very  little  encouragement  in  that  affair.  On 
Thursday,  Se[)t.  1,  the  king  left  Chester,  not  much  satis- 
fied with  the  disposition  of  ihe  people." 

1GS8.  Tuesday,  Nov.  27-  "  About  midnight,  lord 
Molineux's  Lancashire  regiment  (mostly  Roman  catholics) 
entered  the  city,  which  caused  a  general  consternation, 
and  the  citi/ens  were  rising  up  in  arms,  but  by  the  pru- 
dciu\'  oi  the  magistracy,  matters  were  (juietod,  and  nc 
violence  committed." 

•  lie  .ilan  rcicival  t.lic  K.icrnmcnl  lu-culdiliy  •»  t)ir,  Kuiiiii>U  ljtu;:l,  in  till 
cl):ipcl  in  Ibe  S'|Li»rt  lovfcr  of  tlic  cuatle. 
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1G90.  Friday,  June  2.  "  King  WiHiani  came  to 
Conibcrnierc,  and  tlie  next  day  to  Pecl-liall,  tlic  scat  of 
Col.  Roger  Wliitley,  and  on  Sunday  niorning  ai-rived  at 
Chester,  and  went  immediately  to  the  cathedral  church, 
where  being  seated  in  the  episcopal  throne,  he  hcanl 
divine  service,  and  a  sermon  preached  by  Dr.  Stratford, 
the  bishop  of  the  diocese,  after  which  lie  set  out  ininic- 
<liately  for  Gayton-hall,  in  Wirrai,  the  scat  of  William 
Glegg,  esq.  upon  whom  the  King  was  on  the  following 
day  pleased  to  confer  the  honour  of  knighthood ;  anti 
all  things  being  ready  for  his  embarkation,  from  thence 
lie  jK-oceeded  to  the  reduction  of  Ireland." 

169G.  A  mint  being  this  year  set  up  in  Chester, 
coinage  of  money  began  on  the  2nd  of  October.  There 
was  coined  101,660  ounces  of  wrought  plate;  all  the 
pieces  had  the  letter  C.  under  the  king's  hea<l. 

l/I.'j.  "This  M'inter  lord  Charles  Murray,  (son  to 
die  duke  of  Athol)  with  several  gentlemen,' and  a  great 
number  of  private  men,  who  had  been  taken  (Nov.  13)  in 
tlio  rebellion  at  Preston,  ^\ere  brought  prisoners  to 
Chester  castle.  The  weather  was  very  severe,  and  the 
snow  lay  a  yard  deep  in  the  roads.  .  Many  of  the  above 
mentioned  prisoners  died  in  the  castle  by  the  severity  of 
the  season  ;  many  -were  carried  off  by  a  very  malignant 
fever  ;  and  most  of  the  survivors  were  transported  to  the 
plantations  in  America.  As  the  castle  was  quite  filled 
with  these  prisoners,  the  Lent  assizes  were  held  at 
Nantwicli." 

17^&-  "  Towards  the  latter  end  of  this  year  the  rebel 
army  from  Scotland  marching  into  this  kingdom,  and 
entering  Lancashire,  the  carl  of  Cholmondelcy,  lord 
lieutenant  of  the  county,  and  governor  of  Chester,  began 
dispositions  for  the  defence  of  this  city,  in  M'liich  was  one 
veteran  regiment,  and  three  new  raised  ones.  The 
Watergate,  Northgate,  and  Sally-ports  were  ^vallc(l  up, 
ami  the  several  buildings  adjoining  to  the  walls  pulled 
down.  The  main  guard  was  kept  in  the  Briilgc-sireet, 
at  the  end  of  Comnionhall-lane,  subalterns  had  the  charge 
ot  the  gates,  through  which  no  one  was  allowed  to  pass 
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Ir.it  i)y  (lay  liglit ;  advanced  purtics  were  placed  at  proper 
places  in'tlie  suburb?,  and  pic(]uet  guards  patrolled  on  the 
walls  all  night  long.  On  the  19tli  of  Noveaibcr  orders 
were  given  that  all  householders  should  lay  in  a  stock  of 
provisions  for  u  fortnight.  The  fortifications  of  the  castle 
were  repaired,  and  some  new  works  added  :  anmuinition 
and  necessary  stores  were  provided.  On  Sunday,  Nov. 
24th,  the  church-yard  walls  of  St.  iSIary's-on-the-hiU 
were  taken  down,  and  the  materials  taken  into  the  castle. 
Several  adjoining  buildings  were  likewise  taken  down, 
and  their  foundations  levelled,  and  the  citadel  and  town 
were  made  as  tenable  as  the  time  would  permit.  How- 
.  ever,  the  rebels  did  not  approach  the  city,  but  marched 
■    through  a  part  of  the  county  into  Staflbnlshirc." 

Dr,  Cowper  adds,  that  all  trade  ami  business  ceased 
for  some  weeks,  the  principal  inhabitants  having  removed 
all  their  valuables.  The  four  regiments  quartered  in  the 
city  were  chiefly  accommodated  in  private  houses.  Shortly 
after  the  sm-render  of  Carlisle,  a  number  of  the  rebels 
were  brought  prisoners  in  sixteen  carts  to  Chester, 
and  lodged  in  the  castle,  which  they  completely  filled. 
In  consequence  of  this,  the  spring  assizx-s  were  held  at 
Flookersbrook,  but  no  sort  of  business  was  brought  be- 
fore the  grand  jury. 

The  loyalty  of  the  gentry  in  this  neighbourhood, 
upon  the  breaking  out  of  the  Scotch  rebellwn  is  thus 
noticed  in  the  Gentleman's  Magazine  for  1745.— "At  an 
assembly  of  nobility  and  gentry  at  the  castle  of  Chester, 
measures  were  entered  upon  to  raise  and  maintain  2o00 
men  for  his  Majesty's  service  ;  Sir  Robert  Grosvenor 
gave  2000/.  and  promised  as  much  more  when  required; 
many  gentlemen  subscribed  a  year's  income  of  their 
estates,  and  the  bishop  subscribed  200/.  and  even  the 
Catholics  of  the  best  distinction  shewed  their  zeal  for  the 
government." 

From  this  period  down  to  the  present^  time,  there 
have  been  no  very  interesting  occurrences  withm  the  city 
that  will  require  particular  detail.  Tltc  barrenness  ot 
incidents  in  this  department  of  the  work  lu-ises  trom  the 
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nature  of  the  arnuigeinent  of  tlie  materials.  By  giviii"-  un- 
der distinct  heads  an  account  of  the  remarkable  events  and 
of  our  pubhc  biiiklings  and  institutions,  with  their  origin, 
progress,  and  present  state,  but  little  remains  to  be  said 
here,  except  a  bare  recital  of  some  facts  that  may  be 
thought  worthy  of  notice,  and  these  shall  be  given  in 
chronological  order,  commencing  with  the  year 

1691.  June  8,  VVhit-Mondny,  being  a  day  of  general 
recreation,  eleven  young  women  were  in  a  boat  rowed 
by  two  watermen,  upon  the  river  just  nnder  St.  John's 
church,  when  one  of  the  watermen  threw  an  apple  among 
them,  which  they  attempting  to  scramble  for,  and  rushing 
to  one  side  of  the  boat,  overset  It,  by  which  accident  ten 
of  them  were  drowned.  The  two  watermen  swam  to 
shore,  when  Phoebe  Jones,  catching  hold  of  the  leg  of  one 
of  them,  held  so  fast,  that  he  drew  her  after  him  to  the 
bank  side,  but  in  the  action  of  swimming  he  had  \vith  the 
heel  of  his  shoe,  beat  out  all  her  front  teeth. 

3720.  Part  of  the  Roodee  cop  being  waslicd  down, 
was  rebuilt  a.nd  faced  with  stone. 

1727.  In  this  year,  a  newspaper  was  published  in  the 
city,  called  the  Chester  Journal.  From  this  publication 
the  following  advertisement  is  quoted,  which  is  curious, 
as  shewing  the  rude  state  in  which  our  theatricals  were 
in  that  day: — "On  Monday  evening  will  be  acted,  the 
historical  tragedy  of  King  Richard  III.  at  the  Wool-hall 
in  Chester,  with  the  bloody  murder  of  tlie  two  young 
princes  in  the  tower  of  London,  the  tragical  murder  of 
the  good  and  quiet  king  Henry  by  king  Richard,  after 
which  he  marries  lady  Anne,  whose  heart  he  broke ;  to 
conclude  with  the  bloody  battle  of  Bosworth  field,  in 
which  king  Richard  and  the  great  earl  of  Richmond  iight 
a  long  while  furiously  with  large  swords  till  Richmond 
runs  Richard  through  the  body,  and  he  dies  as  7ialural  us 
life  .'— N.B.  Nobody  will  take  it  amiss  that  they  cannot 
come  behind  the  scenes,  on  account  of  the  great  hurry 
and  bustle  of  tlie  i)lay." 

The  following  curious  extract  is  from  the  Gentle- 
man's 3Iagazi7ie :~"  ]7tli   OctohiM-,   1/32.      En;led   the 
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poll  for  Mayor  of  Chester,  when  the  luunbLrs  v.crc — for 
Alderman  Johnson,  109/;  Aldornian  EUams,  lOOo,  in 
the  Grosvenor  interest:  Aldernnm  Maynwarhig-,  858; 
Alderman  Bennct,  858,  for  Mr.  Manley  and  Navigation. 
The  two  first  were  returned,  and  the  former  sworn  into 
office.  On  this  occasion  tlie  contest  was  so  great,  that 
20/.  was  given  for  a  vote ;  about  6,000/.  spent,  and,  as 
rejjorted,  some  lives  lost." 

In  1/34,  a  severe  contest  for  the  representation  of 
tlie  city  occurred  between  sir  Robert  Grosvenor  and  R. 
Maiilev,  cs(i.  mIhcIi  lasted  seven  days,  and  terminated  iu 
favour  of  the  former. — The  act  for  incorporating  the 
river  Dee  com])any  passed  in  this  year,  and  on  the  20lh 
of  April  in  tlie  year  following  the  first  sod  of  the  new  cut 
of  the  river  was  taken  up  by  R.  Maidey,  Es(i. 

In  tlie  year  1734,  was  commenced  a  newspaper, 
called  yJdams's  JFeekbj  Courant,  at  ^vhich  time  it  appears, 
llie  Chester  Journal  had  been  discontinued.  At  this  period, 
there  were  but  few  provincial  papers  in  the  kingdom ; 
and  compared  with  the  journals  of  the  present  day, 
whether  considered  in  reference  to  their  size,  or  matter, 
or  management,  they  exhibited  but  a  contemptible  figure. 
Little  ingenuity,  labour,  or  expence  were  then  deemed 
requisite  fur  carrying  on  a  country  newspaper,  the  whole 
of  its  contents,  besides  an  invitation  to  buy  the  wares  of 
the  tradesmen,  being  confined  to  a  few  paragraphs  of 
news  copied  from  the  Lloi/d's  Evening  Post,  the  an- 
nouncement of  deaths  and  marriages,  the  perpetration  of 
a  daring  robbery  or  bloody  murder,  or  the  occurrence  of 
some  dreadful  accident  Avithin  the  immediate  district.  In 
those  days,  and  indeed  for  half  a  century  afterv,-ards,  the 
importance  or  even  the  name  of  Editor  -was  little  known, 
and  still  less  would  be  understood  the  meaning  of  that 
lately  fashionable  phrase,  the  gentlemen  of  the  pras .'  This 
pa[)er,  now  called  the  Chester  Couraiit,  was  establislicd 
by  a  Mr.  Adams,  and  upon  his  death,  continued  by  his 
widow,  who  being  married  to  Mr.  John  Monk,  it  of  course 
passed  into  his  hands ;  then  into  the  hands  of  bis  eldest 
son,  Edmund ;  and   afterwards  into  those  of  his  second 
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SOU,  Joliu,  by  wlioso  widow  it  is  now  puhlishcd,  on  the  \cry 
premises  where  it  was  commenced  in  Newyate-street. 

I739.  The  mayor  was  (his  year  refused  aduiittaiue 
into  tiic  Abbey-court,  by  bishop  Pet)loe,  ^vhc^  proclaiiu- 
iiig  war  against  Spain,  whereupon  his  M-orshi])  ordered 
the  Abbey-gates  to  be  broken  down. 

On  a  petition  from  several  freemen  of  Chester  tu  the 
house  of  commons  against  the  return  of  Mr.  VVarburton, 
the  following  important  resolution  was  adopted  by  the 
house  on  the  2ud  of  February,  1747,  which  has  ever 
since  regulated  the  mode  of  election  : — "  That  the  right 
of  election  of  citizens  to  serve  in  parliament  for  the  city 
of  Chester,  is  in  the  mayor,  aldermen,  and  common- 
council  of  the  said  city,  and  in  such  freemen  of  the  said 
city,  not  receiving  alms,  as  shall  have  been  connnorant 
Avithin  the  said  city,  or  the  liberties  thereof,  for  the  space 
of  one  whole  year  next  before  the  election  of  the  citizens 
to  serve  in  parliament." 

At  the  spring  assizes  held  at  Chestei',  in  March,  17'1S, 
not  one  single  bill  of  indictment  was  offered  to  the  grand 
jury.  If  the  amount  of  crime,  as  exhibited  in  our  crimi- 
lud  calenders,  be  taken  as  a  criterion  of  national  morals, 
this  fact  speaks  loudly  in  favour  of  former  times;  the 
mimber  of  oflfenders  usually  indicted  at  our  spring  assizes 
at  Chester  of  late  years,  being  not  less  than  from  CO  to  80. 

The  shops  on  the  west  side  of  the  Exchange  built  in 
the  year  1756 ;  and  in  17^8,  the  house  of  industry  was 
erected,  in  which  were  immediately  placed  200  poor 
people. 

In  the  year  1/62,  the  first  police  act  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  city  was  obtained,  which  continued  in  opera- 
tion till  1803,  when  another  act  was  passed  for  amending 
and  enlarging  its  powers. — In  the  former  year  the  spire 
of  St.  Peter's  church  M'as  rebuilt,  when  one  AVright,  in 
attempting  to  gahi  the  top  of  the  scaffolding  for  a  trilVmg 
M'ager,  fell  on  the  leads  of  thx  church,  and  was  killed. 

1771.  The  city  was  illuminated,  in  conse(iuence  of 
the  passing  of  an  act  for  making  a  canal  to  Nantv.-iclu 
The  first  soil  was  cut  on  the  4lh  of  May. 
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1772.  A  horrid  explosion  of  gunpowdcf  on  llic  Sih 
of  November,  in  \A'atcrgate-street,  by  wliicli  a  great 
iRunber  of  people  were  blown  up, — (Vide  vol.  i.  page  7.) 

On  the  2n(l  oiMay,  1775j  the  Chcxtcr  C/iwnicle  was  \ 
commenced  by  Messrs.  Barker,  Poole,  &Co.  under  whose  ■ 
joint  proprietary  it  was  carried  on  for  about  ten  years.  ' 
During  this  period,  the  journal  never  acquired  a  robust  • 
stability  of  constitution,  and  was  in  danger  of  expiring,  ' 
probably  from  the  ju'escriptions  oi  too  many  doctors,  when  ' 
it  was  taken  under  the  ausjjices  of  Mr.  John  Fletcher,  the 
present  proprietor,  by  whose  management  and  attentions,  ' 
it  has  risen  into  a  healthful  matui'ity. 

In  177(Jj  the  comnumicatiou  between  the  canal  and 
the  river  Dec  near  the  Water  Tower,  was  opened  on  the 
4th  of  September,  and  the  lirst  barge  passed  on  the  1  llh  . 
of  December. — On  the  12tli  of  January  in  this  year  a  fire 
occurred  in  the  shop  of  Miss  Washington,  milliner,  East- 
gate-street,  which  destroyed  a  considerable  part  of  the 
stock. — April  28,  the  banns  of  marriage  published  in  the 
church  of  St.  Oswald's  between  George  Harding,  aged  . 
one  hundred  tntd  four  years,  and  Jane  Darlington,  of 
Mollington,  aged  eighty-four. 

\777-  1"  the  month  of  January  in  this  year,  Dr. 
Beilby  Porteus  was  elected  bishop  of  this  diocese. — In 
May,  J.  Townshend,  Esq.  obtained  a  royal  license  for  the 
theatre. — In  September,  a  slight  shock  of  an  earthquake 
Avas  felt  in  the  city. 

17/8.  During  this  year  three  privateers  sailed  from 
this  port,  namely,  the  Empress  of  Russia,  of  24  guns  and 
120  men;  the  Hero,  of  16  guns  and  80  men ;  and  the 
Spy,  often  four-pounders,  12  swivels,  and  50  men.  The 
former,  after  capturing  a  Swedish  ship  of  300  tons,  was, 
taken  by  a  French  frigate,  and  sent  into  L'Orieut. 

In  August,  1779,  the  canal  between  Chester  and 
Namwich  was  cpont'd  ;  and  on  the  loth  of  February  in  j 
the  following  year,  the  city  was  illuminated  in  celebration' 
(jf  the  victory  obtained  by  Adm.  Rodney  over  the  Spanish 
Adm.  Langcra. — In  Aj)ril,  1781,  the  warehouses  of  Mr. 
Topliam,  adjoining  the  snuft' mills  were  burnt  down, 
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At  this  time,  Eiit;l;iii(l  was  ciigagi'd  in  an  niuMiual 
couicst  with  her  American  colonics,  and  France,  Spain, 
Holland,  and  was  tlu'eatcned  with  inva-^ion  from  her 
Gallic  neighbours.  The  city  of  Chester,  ever  distin- 
guished for  its  loyalty,  raised  a  body  of  volunteers,  %vho 
were  trained  and  disciplined,  and  rendered  efficient  for 
the  purpose  of  resisting  foreign  invasion,  or  re[>reFsing 
domestic  commotions.* 


*  Ii  is  no  ilisi>.ii;igemiiii  to  the  must  renowned  military  men  that  tlicjr 
c'o  not  (igl)t,  '.vlien  no  enemy  ilarcs  to  present  himself  in  the  field  before  them. 
Had  the  Frenchmen  presumed  lo  aiii)rc:i.ch  onr  shore.s  in  an  hostile  attitude, 
tjiere  is  no  doubt  but  tiic  Clicster  Volunteers  of  that  day  wotild  liave  covered 
themselves  with  glory  ;  and  that  they  did  not  tluis  approach,  was  no  fault 
of  tlicirs.  Altliough  these-  brave  men  v.'erc  disappointed,  in  meeting  a  foreign 
enemy,  an  occurrence  most  fovtnnnte  for  their  credit  furnished  an  opportunity 
for  shewing  their  prowess ;  and  as  tliis  military  exploit  has  never  been  re- 
corded in  tlie  Gazette,  it  shall  liavc  a  place  here.  Towards  tlie  close  of  tlie 
American  v.'ar,  a  numerous  and  lawless  banditti  associated  together  ibr  the 
purposes  of  plunder  and'  robbery,  in  the  vicinity  of  Chester,  v/ho  by  their 
.nocturnal  depredations,  tlircw  tlio  wliolc  neighbourhood  into  a  state  of 
constant  trepidation  and  alarm,  wIiUc  by  the  well-managed  secrecy  of  their 
movements,  their  place  of  rendezvous  remained  undiscoverable  to  the  ken  of 
the  civil  atitliorities.  At  length,  however,  a  noted  thief  of  the  name  of 
Bebbington  was  apprehended  for  a  criminal  offence,  and  lodged  in  the  North- 
gale  prison  ;  he  was  shrev/dly  suspected  of  being  one  of  the  dangerous  gang, 
and  the  sly  rogue,  either  with  a  view  of  passing  a  mischievous  iioax,  or  in 
the  hopes  of  benefiting  hunself,  seemed-  disposed  to  favour  tlie  suspicion. 
The  capture  of  tins  fellow  was  now  considered  of  the  liiglicst  importance,  as 
no  doubt  existed  but  he  could  give  such  information  as  might  lead  to  the 
apprehension  of  his  confederates.  On  being  pressed  to  a  disclosure,  Beb- 
bington at  first  affected  some  scrupulosity,  and  then,  as  if  yielding  to  a  sense 
of  duty,  assured  the  magistrates,  that  the  marauders  v/cre  exceedingly  nume. 
rous,  that  llieir  purposes  were  of  the  most  dangerous  nature,  lliatascnsc  oftlan- 
gerhadrendered  them  ijuite  desperate,  and  that  it  would  reiiuirc  an  overwlielming 
force  to  capture  them  ;  and  at  the  same  time  describing  with  minute  precision 
the  particular  places  of  tlicir  concealment  on  the  edge  of  the  forest,  and  about 
Kelsal.  A  consultation  of  the  magistracy  was  jnmicdiately  called,  and  a 
resolution  entered  into  to  storm  tlie  enemy's  camp.  But  tlie  cntcrprizc  was 
deemed  too  formidable,  witliout  the  aid  of  the  military  ;  the  comniandanl  of 
the  vohmlecrs  was  applied  to,  who  instantly  oflercd  the  services  af  his  gallani 
■;>and  ;  and  as  a  ni,jlil  ntUich  was  deemed  the  most  elleclive,  in  the  afternoon 
of  tile  same  d.iy,  the  drums  beat  to  arms,  and  in  Utile  more  than  an  hour's 
lime,  the  whole  corps  was  mustered  in  marching  order,  fully  e(iui!>ped  for  the 
field,  10  tile  number  of  about  one  hundred  and  I  v/eiity,  rank  and  flic.  The 
expedition  was  a  secret  one,  and  as  few  eiihei  of  the  men  or  inhnbitanls  knew 
its  'lesiinalion,   a  ihousand  rumom-.   spread   as  lo  its  object,  some  adinnin!; 
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'l"8o.  In  September,  c  grand  nui?ical  livthal.  wiiic!- 
j)ni(luced  upwards  ot'GUO/. 

1784.  On  ilio  8th  of  November  ia  this  year,  George 
Ciiuke,  the  celebrated  tragedian,  made  his  first  appear- 
ance :it  our  theatre,  in  the  character  of  Hamlet,  tor  thi; 
hencfit  of  Mr.  riatt.  He  wa-:  announced  ns  "  a  young 
gentlrinan  ;  his  second  appearance  on  the  stage." 

one  tiling  and  some  anotherj  but  ull  agreeing  in  lliis,  that  the  scrvk'o  was  of 
llic  most  perilous  and  important  kind.  AipaUing  lannincuions  wcrthtiivd 
in  cviry  quarter  ;  and  when  tile  wcid  march  was  given .  and  while  the  corj^ 
wended  llieir  steps  throngh  the  street.-,  the  piercing  cries  and  sobs  of  wives, 
tliildien,  sifters,  awcctheartf  and  friends,  were  truly  pitiable — all  apparently 
.-luguritig  that  they  should  see  their  faces  no  more  !  The  route  of  these  heroes 
was  towards  the  forest,  and  it  was  noiv  no  longer  necessary  to  conceal  from 
them,  that  they  were  destined  to  act  ayainst  a  numerous  and  desperate  band 
•of  armed  robbcns.  It  was  in  the  dcptli  of  winter,  the  roads  were  ankle-dccp 
in  nuul,  and  ere  they  had  well  cleared  the  suburbs  of  tile  city,  the  shades  of 
night  had  closed  in  upon  tliem.  The  hislorhtn  is  not  iriformcd  that  at  this 
stage  of  the  expedition  a  single  ejaculation  on  the  hardships  of  a  soldier's  life, 
had  escaped  the  lips  of  oiHcer  or  private,  such  was  tlKir  ardour  for  martial 
glory.  And  to  relieve  the  fatigues  ol'  a  Icng  march,  Stamford-bridge  pre- 
sented a  very  suitable  phace  for  a /luK,  where,  wiiliout  the  aid  of  a  foraging 
parly,  '"•  the  sign-post  caught  the  passing  eye,"  and  where  courage  and  .^ootl 
rcsolntiou  were  rewarded  and  sustained,  with  almost  every  drop  of  beverage 
that  the  villnge  could  furnish.  Arrived  at  Tarviil,  .in  equally  courageous 
assanil  was  made  on  the  stock  of  every  Konnyface  there  ;  and  if  report  may  be 
credited,  not  even  the  remnant  of  a  barrel  or  bottle  remained  to  cheer  the 
passing  traveller  on  his  way.  It  has  been  said,  that  several  dislinguisiiod 
instances  of  bravery  were  manifested  in  this  village,  as  the  storming  of  a 
couple  of  pig-styes,  and  the  capture  of  i>alf  a  dozen  country  clov.'ns,  whom 
curiosity  had  drawn  together  to  witness  this  grand  military  spectacle  ;  but  as 
the  particul.ars  have  not  been  authoratively  recorded,  I  shall  pass  th;m  ovtr 
Willi  this  slight  notice.  The  brave  little  army,  however,  full  of  s;i;i'i(s,  soon 
arrived  near  the  scene  of  conflict,  and  they  approached  the  village  of  Ktlsai. 
where  tlieir  operations  were  to  cnnnncncc,  with  great  circui'.:speetion,  the 
commander-in-chief  having  issued  his  orders  with  consummate  skill.  Tlic 
first  post  to  be  assailed  was  a  dwelling-house  situated  at  the  end  of  the  viilag;-, 
in  which  were  said  to  be  concealed  considerable  numbers  of  the  banditti,  with 
immense  quantities  of  booty,  arms,  and  ammunition ;  ani  notliing  could 
iscei-il  the  disposition  made  for  the  assault,  nor  the  promptness  .•uid  pr^usion 
Willi  whieli  (he  orders  of  the  commander  were  executed.  In  .i  veiy  short 
time  the  fortress  was  surrounded,  and  a  summons  prccl.'.imed  by  a  violenl 
knock  at  the  door,  and  a  demand  to  surrender  at  discretion.  This  w.-is  several 
times  repeated  without  eircct,  when  just  as  the  orders  to  siorm  were  about  ic 
be  given,  a  feeble  voice  from  within  w.is  heard,  imploring  mercy  .-uid  prrtoc- 
lion,  tile  door  at  i!ie  same  time  being  thrown  open.  'Die  house  was  inat^vntly 
filled   uiih  snUlieis,  those  in   the  rear  and  (lank,  inving  vcceivcd  strict  order- 
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l/Sf).  The  1st  of  Sept.  Captain  G.  French,  a  jrciitlo- 
nian  still  resident  hi  Cliester,  aseended  in  Lunanli's  bal- 
loon, from  llie  Castlc-yard,  fonr  p.  in.  and  descended  at 
si\-  at  Macclesfield,  40  miles.— On  the  7th,  Mr.  Baldwin 
ascended  from  the  same  place  at  one  p.  m.  and  descended 
bevond  VVarrinirton. 


not  to  siiflor  iiny  of  the  c-nciiiy  to  escape  in  those  iliroctions,  The  concealed 
thieves  ami  booty  were  deniainled  with  great  sternness,  while  a  poor  old 
woman,  the  only  human  being  visible  in  the  house,  almost  petrilicd  with  fear, 
wrung  lier  hands,  exclaiming,  "  O  gentlemen,  I  never  thought  it  would  come 
to  this  ;  bless  you  don't  take  him  away  ;  he  will  marry  her,  indeed  lie 
will."  This  inexplicable  appeal  rather  increased  t'.ian  allayed  suspicion, 
and  they  proceeded  to  search  the  premises.  After  diligent  inquisition, 
they  found  a  young  country  fellow,  stretched  on  the  floor  under  a  bed 
whom  they  dragged  forth,  half  dead  witli  fear,  and  who,  on  being  inter- 
rogated, could  be  brought  to  no  other  answer,  than  that  "  he  would  marry 
her."  Recourse  now  being  had  to  several  persons  in  the  village,  tlic  result 
was  found  to  be,  that  tlie  supposed  harbour  for  thieves  and  magazine  for 
booty,  was  the  residence  of  a  quiet  old  widow  of  good  repute ;  that  the 
countryman  whom  they  had  seized  as  a  prisoner,  was  her  son  ;  that  a  young 
woman  in  a  neighbouring  parish  was  pregnant  by  him,  whcm  he  had  shewn 
some  repugnance  to  marry  ;  and  that  both  the  widow  and  Iter  son,  supposing 
tlie  attack  upon  the  house  to  be  connected  with  a  design  of  the  parish  officers 
to  take  bi.-n  to  prison,  had  extracted  from  them  both,  an  assurance  that  "  he 
would  marry  her!"  Two  or  three  other  places  on  the  borders  of  the  forest 
had  been  described  by  Bebbington  as  retreats  of  ilic  banditti,  but  the  decep- 
tion in  the  above  instance,  seems  to  have  abated  tlieir  credulity,  or  cooled 
their  military  ardour.  It  was  now  past  midnight,  and  in  tlie  depth  of  winter ; 
they  were  seven  or  eiglit  mCcs  from  home;  without  quarters  ;  and  withal 
many  of  them  worse  for  their  stimulating  libations.  Their  military  exploit 
being  accomplished,  there  seemed  no  further  necessity  for  military  discipline  ; 
they  grouped  together  in  twos,  threes,  or  half  dozens,  as  chance  or  inclination 
dictated.  The  first  of  the  returning  victors  did  not  reach  Chester  till  after 
day-liglit  next  morning,  and  many  of  the  rear  not  till  towards  evening.  An 
;,wl'iil  suspcnce  pervaded  the  city  during  the  preceding  night,  and  before  the 
.ippearance  of  day  terrific  rumours  were  general,  that  the  gallant  band  had 
cncountcved  ,i  numerous  enemy  on  Dclamerc  forest,  and  been  cut  to  pieces. 
It  is  gratifying,  however,  to  say,  that  notwithstanding  the  danger  and  severity 
of  the  service,  not  n  life  was  lost,  the  only  injury  sustained  being  a  I'ew  slight 
wounds  and  contusions  occasioned  by  some  clumsy  soniirsfls  in  the  lanes, 
(roni  which  tliey  all  h.qqiily  recovered.  Two  or  tlirce  of  tlicse  luirdy  veteriiiis 
only  are  now  living,  wlio  still  recount  with  much  glee  and  good  humour  the 
glories  of  that  eventful  nigiit.  It  may  just  be  added,  tiiat  the  wily  Bebbing- 
ton afterwards  succeeded  in  dclaciiing  a  posse  of  the  civil  power  into  W'irral, 
in  quest  of  the  rogues,  where  he  pretended  they  were  assembled  ;  but  this, 
like  tlir  former,  proved  a  sheer  lioax. 
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17813.  St.  Bridget's  cluircli  repaired,  and  Biid<;e- 
stroct  u-idencd. — August  28,  a  man  ran  from  the  Eastgalo 
to  Cljristlctoii,  and  afterwards  round  the  outside  of  the 
city  walls  in  51  minutes;  a  di-;tance  of  near  seven  miles. 
— Grand  festival  of  music  in  the  Cathedral ;  the  orchestra 
for  the  first  time  erected  next  the  great  west  windo^^•. — 
On  the  10th  of  October,  the  double  toll  formerly  claimed 
by  the  corporation  at  the  fairs,  abolished. 

1788.  John  Howard,  the  celebrated  philanthropist, 
visited  Chester.— Dec.  5.  John  Parry,  a  civil  oflker,  shot 
by  Thomas  Mate,  in  Ihuulbridge,  whom  he  \\'as  ordered 
to  arrest. — July  3.  The  old  \N'atcrgatc  began  to  be  taken 
down. 

1789.  Jan.  13,  fire  at  the  Pied  Bull  stable-,  in  which 
the  hostler  was  burnt  to  death,  having  it  is  supposed  gone 
into  the  loft  with  a  lighted  candle,  in  a  state  of  intoxica- 
tion.— March  16,  the  city  illuminated  in  celebration  of 
the  king's  recovery. — Sept.  20,  Mrs.  Jordan  performed 
at  our  theatre ;  she  took  away,  in  four  night's  perform- 
ance, about  1.30/.— Sept.  21,  the  Dee  mills  destroyed  by 
fire  ;  loss  supposed  to  be  4000/, 

1790.  June  18,  Lord  Bclgrave  (the  present  Lord 
Grosvenor)  elected  rein'esentative  for  Chester,  in  the 
room  of  R.  W.  Bootlc,  Esq.  who  resigned. 

1791.  The  Cheshire  militia  embodied;  their  parade 
ground  in  the  Bottom's-fields. — Sept.  6,  third  grand  festi- 
val of  music. 

1792.  Jan.  25,  tlie  coachman  of  Mrs.  Cowper,  of 
Overleigh,  having  taken  the  carriage  with  a  pair  of  horses 
down  by  the  toll-house  at  the  bridge,  to  the  river  to 
wash,  drove  them  beyond  their  depth  (the  tide  then  flow- 
ing) ;  the  footman  and  horses  were  drowned  ;  the  coach- 
man clung  to  the  carriage,  and  saved  himself. 

1793.  Jan.  9,  Tom  Paine  burnt  in  efiigy  at  the  Cross. 
— The  lead  coflin  of  Lord  Chancellor  Gerard,  who  held 
the  Irish  seals  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  found  near  the 
altar  in  St.  Oswaki's  church,  in  perfect  preservation ;  it 
had  been  interred  212  years. 
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179.1.   SI,    W.    ^^'.    \\\iin\  .Mv.ilrv  r.-i,iirnt  of  Ai: 
rieiit  Britons    raise,!,    in    Nviiic-!,    uc,r    i,u-hulc,l    ;i    ..n-i 
nmnbci-  ofClic^tcr  lads._Mr.  liai,)l,  Ld.lowcs,  loi,-,iLstiii- 
giiislicd  for   his   opposition   to    the  corporation,  this  vcar 
cinharkcd  Ibr  America. 

1795.  Deatli   of  Tlionias   Grosvcnor,  Esq.  represen- 
tative of  this  city  for  near  forty  years  ;  he  mms  succeeded 
l^y  Colonel   (now  General)  Grosvenor,  who  >i-as  member 
for  the  city  until  the  year   1S2G.— At  the  sprinj.- assizes, 
like  those  of  1748,   there  was  not  a  single  prisoner  for 
trial— On  the   1st  of  July,  the  packet-boat  made  its  first 
trip  on  the   canal  to  Ellesmcrc  port.— On   the  lOtli  of 
.^  November,  a  shock  of  an  earthcpiake  v/as  felt  in  the  city. 
1736.  Jan.    IP,   the  mail  between  Chester  and  Wa'r- 
■^  rington,   robbed  near   Tralford,   liy  Thomas  Erown  and 
■James    Price,    who    were    afterwards    c.vecutcd   for    the 
offence. 

1797.  In  this  year,  in  the  midst  of  the  French  war, 
the  supplementary  miliiia  and  ])rovisi<mal  cavalry  v.erc 
raised  ;  and  in  Ajjril,  the  regiment  ot  Ancient  Britons, 
commanded  by  Sir  W.  W.  VVynn,  embarked  for  Irehmd. 
—Oct.  1,  the  first  stone  of  the  large  cohimn  of  tlie  por- 
tico of  the  shire-hall,  laid  in  the  presence  of  1  he  Royal 
Chester  volunteers,  invalids  of  the  garrison,  and  Cornish 
light-horse.- Oct.  19,  the  city  illuminated  in  honour  of 
Duncan's  victory.— Oct.  27,  the  mayor's  feast  formerly 
held  on  the  first  Sunday  after  his  election,  abolished  by 
Rowland  Jones,  mayor. 

1798.  To  the  calamities  of  foreign  war,  were  this 
year  superadded,  a  bloody  rebellion  in  Ireland,  and  ;i 
voluntary  subscrijHion  in  aid  of  the  country  was  recom- 
mended by  government.  The  simi  raised  by  the  city  of 
Chester  amounted  to  G2141.  I2s.  3(/.— Arthur  O'Connor, 
the  Irish  traitor,  passed  through  this  city  in  custody  of 
a  king's  officer,  on  his  way  to  Dnblin.— During  this  year, 
an  immense  number  of  military  passed  through  the  city 
on  their  route  10  Ireland.— Oct.  -1,  the  city  brilliantly 
illuminated  in  celebration  of  xMelsoa's  vietorv  of  the  Nile. 
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—Oct.  10,  the  Nate's- head  slablch,  in  ForL'!;ai(.'-slrci.-l, 
tlcstroycil  liV  fii'e,  ill  v\  liicli  ten  fuie  liorscs  were  Inirut  to 
fkatli. 

I7OD.  On  the  7lli  of  November,  llic  rryiiiicnt  ul' 
Ancient  Britons  arrived  in  Chester,  from  Ireland ;  liaving 
bv  their  gallant  coiukiet  materially  contribuied  to  the 
suppression  of  the  rebellion  in  that  country. 

1800.  Ou  the  5th  of  December,  the  royal  Cheshire 
militia  ari'ived  here,  and  on  the  2Sth,  the  supplementary 
militia,  preparatory  to  their  being  disbanded. — The  1st 
of  August  in  this  ycai',  \vhcat  sold  in  Chester  market  at25i-. 
])er  bushel. — Dr.  Majendicapi)ointed  bishop  of  the  diocese. 

1801.  Shock  of  an  earthquake  felt  here  about  2  a.m. 
its  direction  from  north  to  south.— Aug.  2,  dreadful 
sloi'ni  of  thunder,  lightning,  and  rain  ;  Mr.  J.  Chamber- 
lain's house  in  Smitli's-walk,  struck  by  the  lightning;  a 
young  -(voman  so  fritilitened  by  it,  as  to  cause  her  almost 
iinnicdiatc  death. — Oct.  11,  the  city  illuminated  in  cou- 
setpience  of  the  peace,  a  royal  salute  fired  from  the  castle. 

1802.  J;m.  21.  Dreadful  storm  of  wind;  it  com- 
menced about  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  continued 
till  the  next  day  in  the  forenoon.  The  vanes  blown  oif 
the  churches,  and  many  houses  unroofed. — March  31,  five 
prisoners  broke  out  of  the  castle. — A])ril  25,  the  militia 
disembodied.— Alay  10,  the  volunteers  disbanded  at  the 
castle. — July  6.  Lord  Belgrave  and  General  Grosvenor 
elected  members  for  the  city. — Aug.  5,  Earl  Grosvenor 
died ;  he  was  the  oldest  alderman  of  the  corporation  of 
the  city.  On  the  17tb,  his  lordship's  remains  jiasscd 
through  the  city  for  interment  at  Ecclcston,  in  grand 
procession;  23  carriages  formed  part  of  it,  in  nine  of 
which  were  the  mayor  and  corporation,  and  a  loiig  train 
of  tenantry  on  horseback. — Aug.  25,  first  court  held  by 
the  mayor  in  the  Exchange,  since  the  taking  down  oftlie 
Pentiee  at  the  Cross.— Dec.  15.  .Mr.  Drax  Grosvenor 
rcturii'd  member  for  the  citv. 

ISOo.  The  insolence  and  ambitious  jirojccts  ofliuo- 
naparte,  uou'  raised  to  the  consulship  of  France,  had  so 
fully  developed  tlieniielves,  that  il  had  become  obvious  iii 
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iui  early  jicfitxl  of  this  year,  hostilities  were  inevitable. 
The  preparations  for  invadiii-  Britain,  niaiic  by  France, 
called  forth  a  simultaneous  burst  of  loyalty  and  patriotisni 
from  all  classes  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  and  in  this 
competition,  the  citizens  of  Chester  were  not  behind  the 
most  zealous  of  their  fellow-subjects.     In  a  very  brief 

'  interval  upwards  of  four  hundred  thousand  men  appeared 
in  arms,  ready  to  defend  their  native  shores.  So  nume- 
rous, indeed,  were  these  voluntary  associations,  that  it 
rendered  a  previous  act  of  the  legislature  for  raising  the 
levy  e7i  masse  perfectly  superfluous.  The  French  t'ulcr 
viewed  with  astouishment  this  extraordinary  display  of 
national  energy;  and  though  his  preparations  were  con- 
tinued, the  intention  of  carrying  them  into  eflcct  is 
thought  to  have  been  secretly  abandoned.  In  addition  to 
the  grand  fleet  at  Brest,  which  was  supposed  to  be  destined 
for  the  invasion  of  Ireland,  an  immense  number  of  trans- 
l)orts  and  gun-boats  Had  been  ordered  to  be  built,  with 
tlie  greatest  expedition,  in  the  French  ports,  under  the 
idea  that  some  thousands  of  them  might  be  required. 
On  the  27ih  of  July,  a  public  meeting  was  held  in  the 
Exchange  for  tiie  purpose  of  raising  a  corps,  and  giving 
the  citizens  an  opportunity  of  enrolling  their  names :  the 
hall  was  filled  to  excess,  all  ranks  pressing  forward  to 
place  themselves  among  the  defenders  of  their  country  ; 
and  in  the  course  of  a  few  days,  the  Chester  volunteers 
numbered  upwards  of  thirteen  hundred  eflective  men. 
On  the  1st  of  September,  Prince  William  of  Gloucester 
arrived  in  Chester  ;  on  the  day  foUou'ing,  the  freedom  of 
the  city  was  presented  to  his  highness ;  and  on  Sunday 

'the  4th,  he  inspected  the  volunteers  on  tlie  Roodec,  and 
accompanied  them  to  cathedral,  Mherethebishop  preached 
a  sermon.  On  the  21st  the  London  Gazette  contained 
the  names  of  the  officers,  of  whom  the  following  is  a  list : 

Lieiil. -Colonel  Coyninandant Roger  llarr.slon. 

Limt.Coloiieh—i:.  O.  ^\■rellcll,  E.  Holt. 

Blojora—J.  ■\VUinot,  R.  Svvciciihani. 

Captains— C.  Hamilton,  J.  FUiiti,  S.  l.cku,  II.  R.  UugiiLS,  Hud.  E. 
iMassey,  C.  Morrall,  P.  Humbor.'.toii.  11.  HarrUoii.  G.  rrciich,  \V.  .Mass.v. 
R.F.Curtic. 


HISTORICAL    EVENTS. 


25^ 


Limtenanti—ll.  Bowers,  J.  Cotgreave,  T.  Cotton,  H.  Orcy,  P.  W. 
^Yl^n\,  B.  Vernon,  G.  Archer,  J.  Ward,  P.  Flencg.in,  W.  Seller,  T.  Jen- 
kins, K.  Brittnin,  D,  Altlerscy,  T.  Ratlibonc,  J.  Parry,  E.  Roberts,  S. 
Humplircys,  T.  Evans,  J.  Cooper,  T.  Pocle,  T.  i^niitli,  T.  Franeij,  ^^^ 
Howard,  W.  Cole,  J.  Monk. 

Ensitjna—S.  Davies,  J.  Finchett,  J.  Moulson,  G.  Bailey,  D.  F.  Jones, 
',V.  Bage,  P.  Sunl'ord,  W.  Sliaw,  T.  Crane. 

Chaplain— Rev.  V.  Ward,  D.D. 

Pay.Master — T.  Edvvards. 

Surgeon — W.  Wynne. 

Adjutant — W.  M.  Henderson. 

2ii.arteT-Mr.sieT — R.  Bowers. 

AiiTiLLEUV  Company — Captain — T.  Dixon.  tuulmants—.l. 
Lloyd,  W.  Cortnoy,  T.  Atkinson. 


On  the  2Stl)  of  December,  in  this  year,  an  affray  oc- 
curred in  the  city  wliich  threatened  serious  consequences. 
A  prcss-ganc:  was  iierc  actively  engaged  in  securing  sea- 
faring men  for  his  Majesty's  navy.  On  the  above  day, 
the  volunteers  had  been  on  duty ;  it  Is  probable  the  press- 
gang  had  received  information  that  one  of  their  body, 
Daniel  Jackson,  had  been  at  sea,  and  notwithstanding 
his  military  ca[)acity,  and  while  imnibers  of  tlic  corps 
■were  walking  about  the  streets,  they  seized  him,  with  an 
intent  to  take  him  to  the  rendezvous.  This  irritated  his 
companions,  who  attempted  a  rescue;  and  after  a  severe 
scuffle  between  the  votaries  of  the  land  and  sea  service, 
Jackson  was  lodged  in  the  Northgate  gaol  for  secu- 
rity. By  this  act  the  volunteers  were  still  more  violently 
incensed,  and  collecting  together  in  great  numbers,  siill 
wearing  their  military  habiliments,  they  surrounded  the 
])rison,  wliich  they  burst  open,  and  liberated  their  com- 
panion. Some  slight  commotions  followed,  but  the 
tumult  ended  without  any  material  injury.  A  court  of 
inquiry  was  subsequently  held  to  investigate  the  affair 
between  the  press-gang  and  the  volunteers,  when  the 
latter,  as  a  body,  were  exonerated  from  censure.  At  the 
autumn  assi/cs  following,  D.  Iliuuphreys  was  eiuivictt'.l  vi 
being  concerned  in  the  tumult. 

1804.  Feb.  7,  tlie  volunteers  inspected  by  Col.  Cuy- 
ler. — March  19,  the  colours  presented  to  the  Chester 
volunteers  by  the  lady  of  Colonel  Barnston,  in  the  i.rea 

VOL,  II.  K  K 


258 


HISTOllV  OF  CHESTER. 


fronting  his  house  in  Forcgate-strcet.     AlUr  tiio  cere- 
mony, the  regiment  niarclied  to  tlie  cathedral,  wlicre  the 
colours  were  consecrated.     From  clmrcli  tlie  corps  pro- 
ceeded about  a  mile  on  the  Wrexham  road,  to  escort  into 
the  city  two  new  beautiful  brass  field  pieces  (short  sixes) 
cast  at  Bersham.— May  18.  Ashton  light  horse,  VVigan 
rifle  corps,  and  St.  Helen's  volunteers,  on  permanent  duty 
here.— June  4,  5,   the  Chester  volunteers   marched   to 
Oswestry  and  Ellesmere.-June  20,  the  Warrington  vo- 
lunteers marched  into  Chester  on  pcrniancnt  duty.— Oct. 
1,  the  Chester  volunteers   reviewed  by  General  Burton; 
after  which  they  set  off  in  56  waggons  through  the  city  to 
Vicar's  Cross,   then  through  Littleton  and  Christleton  to 
Foregate-street,  with  a   view  of  ascertaining  the  facility 
with  which  they  might  be  conveyed,  in  case  of  invasion. 
— Oct    5,  the  volunteers  reviewed  by  the  Uuke  of  Glou- 
cester,  and  his    son,    Prince   William,   on    tlie    Roodee. 
:  Their  royal  highnesses  were  received  on  the  g-omid  -with 
[  presented  arms,   follov.'cd   by  a  general   salute.— In   the 
.  election  for  sherlfls  this  year,  j\lr.  John  Williamson  was 
I  started  against  Mr.  Broster^  \\'hose  father  had  rendered 
;  himself  unpopular  by  the  part  he  took  in  favour  of  the 
!  the  press-gang,  in  the  preceding  December.     Mr.  Wil- 
J  liamson  was  returned,  without  a  contest.— In  November, 
fn  Master  Betty,  the  "  Young  Roscius,"  was  performing  at 
'  I  our  theatre. 
I  1805.  Parry  and  Truss's  coach  manufactory,  in  Fore- 

J  gate-street,  burnt  down.— May  15,  the  Chester  volunteers 
I  marched  to  Warrington  for  21  days  permanent  duty.— 
1  Nov.  20,  the  city  brilliantly  illuminated  in  honour  of 
I  Nelson's  victory  at  Trafalgar.  On  this  occasion,  the 
I  volunteers,  at  intervals,  fired  round  the  city  walls  a  feu 
[dejuie,  and  a  royal  salute  was  fired  by  the  artillery,  sta- 
I  tioned  opposite  Colonel  Wrench's  house,  near  the  Watcr- 
i  gate.— Dec.  10.  Death  of  Dean  Cotton,  at  Bath. 
:  1800,  March  -1,  old  buildings  al  the  Cross   pulled 

j  tlown.— May  22,  Davies  Davenport,  Esq.  returned  for  the 
■  county,  iu  the  room  of  W.  Egerton,  Esq.  deceased.— 
:  July  28j  dreadful  storm  ;  the  mast  of  a  ship  ;it  the  Crane 
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■shivered  to  pieces  by  the  lightning. — Sept.  14,  iosj  of  the 
King  George  packet,  off  lloyluke,  in  tliis  port,  with  1/0 
p;i«sengers  on  board ;  only  llie  steward  and  tour  sailors 
were  saved. — Sept.  30,  a  grand  festival  of  muslc. — Oct. 
31,  General  Grosvenornnd  R.  E.  D.  Grosvcnor  returned 
members  for  the  city. — Nov.  25,  the  siiuff  mills  burnt 
down. 

1807.  Jan.  7j  a  \vatchnian  named  Boulton  found 
drowned  in  the  canal  locks  at  the  Tower  Wharf ;  verdict, 
■wilful  murder. — May  6,  Mr.  .John  Egcrton  elected  mem- 
ber of  parliament  for  the  city. — Oct.  23,  Earl  Grosvenor 
elected  mayor. — Nov.  5,  five  convicts  made  their  escape 
from  the  castle. — Dec.  13,  grand  dinner  given  by  Mr. 
Egorton  to  the  oflicers  of  the  volunteers  at  Oulton. 

1808.  Jan.  1,  splendid  dinner  given  by  Earl  Gros- 
venor (mayor)  at  the  Exchange,  to  200  persons :  a  Christ- 
inas pie  on  the  table  which  weighed  1541bs. — Nov. 
Chester  local  militia  established ;  its  number  1223  men. 

1809.  Jan.  13,  the  sugar-house  in  Cuppin-street  de- 
stroyed by  fire. — Jan.  27,  fire  in  the  Hop-pole-yard ;  part 
of  the  Chronicle-office  destroyed,  and  a  large  quantity  of 
stationary. — July  5,  Union-hall  in  Foregate- street  first 
ojiened. — Oct.  B.  E.  Sparks  bishop  of  Chester. — Oct.  25, 
celebration  of  the  jubilee ;  his  Majesty  having  attained 
the  50th  year  of  his  reign.  An  ox  roasted.  The  corpo- 
ration and  all  the  public  bodies  went  in  procession  to  the 
cathedral. — Oct.  31,  the  Cheshire  militia  left  tliis  city  for 
'J'ainiton. 

1810.  May   12,  the  shop  of  .Mr.   Fletcher,   watch-  : 
maker,  at  the  Eastgate,  robbed,  for  which  two  men,  Smith 
iind   Clarke,  were   afterwards    executed.— July   10,    the 
bank  of  Messrs.  Rowton  and  Morhall  stopped  payment. — 
Aug.  22,  the  Prince  of  Orange  visited  Chester. — Nov.  9,  c 
a  piece,  of  plate,  value  150gs.  holding  about  two  gallons, ' 
l>resentcd  by  the  officers  of  the  local  militia,  to  Colonel  • 


Barnston. 


-General  Grosvcnor  elected  mayor.  ., 

1811.  Scaffolding  erecting  for  taking  down  the  spire 
of  Trinity  church.— June  20,  first  stone  of  the  Propyteuni, 
or  gn=at  entrance  to  the  castle,  laid  by  Licat,-coi.  Traf- 
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ford,  of  theConglctoii  local  militia. — Sept.  Earl  Groiuenor 
presented  two  elegant  full-length  portraits  of  himself  and 
liis  noble  father,  to  the  corporation,  which  were  placed 
in  the  council  chamber.— Dec.  3,  Parry  and  Truss's  coach 
manufactory  burnt  down  a  second  time, 

1812.  April  23,  arrival  of  a  great  number  o^'  Luddites 
at  the  castle,  escorted  by  the  Ashton  Hayes  cavalry. — May 
6,  a  strong  detachment  of  the  Chester  regiment  of  local 
militia,  with  their  rifle  and  artillery  companies,  with  field 
pieces,  and  a  large  supply  of  ammunition,  marched  to 
quell  the  riots  in  and  about  Stockport.— Part  of  the  local 
militia  assembled  on  permanent  duty  in  the  city,  during 
the  trials  of  the  rioters  by  the  special  commission. — May 
24,  opening  of  the  commission  :  on  this  occasion  an  iron 
railing  was  for  the  first  time  fixed  round  the  bar.— Sir 
W.  W.  Wynn  elected  Mayor  this  year. 

i813.  June,  Mr.  Webb,  the  philanthropist  visited  the 
city;  he  left  several  small  donations  to  be  distributed 
under  the  supervision  of  that  estimable  gentleman.  Dr. 
Thackeray.— Dec.  Mrs.  Jordan  performed  at  the  theatre. 
—This  year  the  new  clock  at  St.  Peter's  was  put  np,  by 
Mr.  Aid.  11.  Bowers.  St,  Michael's  clock  also  had  the 
addition  of  a  new  face  and  minute  movement. — Jan.  10, 
this  day,  the  Chester  Herald  died  a  natural  death  ;  it  had 
been  commenced  in  1810,  by  Mr.  Cutter,  but  never  gave 
a  fair  promise  of  a  permanent  existence. 

1814.  June  17,  the  city  illumined  in  commemoration 
of  the  general  peace.  Dinners  were  given  hy  the  prin- 
cipal tradesmen  to  their  v.orkmen  ;  a  regatta  took  place 
on  the  Dec,  and  the  bells  of  the  cathedral  were  for  the 
first  time  in  the  interval  of  sixty  years  rung.  In  fastening 
up  the  lamps  at  the  new  bank,  a  stone  was  displaced, 
which  fell  upon  a  fine  young  woman  below,  and  fracturing 
her  skull,  lier  death  ensued.— July  /,  a  grand  procession 
of  the  corporation,  trade  companies,  free  masons,  friendly 
societies,  &c.  to  the  cathedral,  being  the  day  of  thanks- 
giving for  the  peace.— Aug.  15,  the  citizens  of  Chester, 
an.xious  to  shew  their  admiration  of  the  heroic  generals, 
.Lords  Combcrmerc  and   Hill,   for  their  noble   exploits 
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uiKler  U)C  immortal  VVellhigton,  in  Portugal,  Spain  and 
France,  invited  them  to  a  grand  dinner  at  the  Rojal 
Hotel.  Lord  Combcrmere  was  e^;corted  from  Hawarden 
(coming  out  of  Wales)  by  Sir  S.  R.  Glynne's  troop  of 
light  horse,  inider  the  command  of  Lieut.  S.  Boydell.  At 
Overlcgh  the  generals  ascended  a  triumphal  car,  elegantly 
decorated,  and  drawn  by  four  white  horses,  with  drivers 
ill  scarlet  liveries  ;  they  were  then  addressed  by  Colonel 
Barnston,  in  a  most  elegant,  energetic  and  appropriate 
complimentary  speech,  to  which  each  of  the  noble  gene- 
rals returned  short  and  modest  answers.  At  the  Bridge- 
gate  they  were  rec-eived  by  the  .corporation  in  their  robes, 
with  the  sword  and  mace  of  the  city,  the  mayor  congra- 
tulating the  generals  on  their  safe  return  after  their  glo- 
rious career  of  victory  in  the  Peninsula ;  they  Mxrc 
conducted  through  files  of  the  22nd  regiment  to  the 
Exchange,'  where  the  freedom  of  the  city  was  conferred 
in  the  usual  manner,  and  afterwards  escorted  to  the  Royal 
Hotel,  where  a  sumptuous  dinner  had  been  prepared,  and 
the  ball-room  splendidly  decorated  for  the  occasion.  A 
very  large  and  most  respectable  company  attended;  every 
thing  was  conducted  with  the  utmost  regularity,  and  the 
noble  lords  several  times  addressed  the  meeting  in  suitable 
speeches,  on  the  healths  of  themselves  and  of  other  mem- 
bers of  their  families  being  drank.— Sept.  21,  a  man 
named  George  Post,  who  had  been  convicted  on  false 
evidence  of  highway  robbery,  and  was  to  have  been  exe- 
cuted on  the  24th,  received  a  respite,  and  afterwards  a 
free  pardon.  He  was  indebted  for  his  life  to  the  indefa- 
tigable exertions  of  the  humane  constable  of  the  castle, 
Mr.  Hudson.— Sept.  27,  grand  festival  of  music— Nov. 
St.  Mary's  church-yard  inclosed  with  iron  railing. 

1815.  March  8,  the  body  of  Frances  BuUer,  a  re- 
spectable woman  between  60  and  70  years  of  age,  from 
Newton-in-the-Wilfows,  was  discovered  lying  on  the  river 
bank,  near  the  sluice-house ;  the  skull  was  completely 
fractm-ed  in  several  directions,  the  bones  of  the  nose  and 
forehead  beat  in,  with  some  incisions  as  if  given  with  a 
sharp  mstrument,  the  skin  was  also  off  her  hands,  and 
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tliere  were  otlicr  bruises  as  if  received  ii>  striigglinii;  ^citli 
some  one,  or  warding  off  blows.  A  very  full  investigaliou 
before  the  coroner  took  j)lace,  wlicn  tlie  jury  returned 
a  verdict  of  Villful  murder  against  some  person  or  persons 
unknown. — Sept.  23,  Kcan,  tlie  tragedian,  first  aiipcared 
at  tlie  Chester  tlieatre,  in  the  character  of  Richard  III. — 
Oct.  23,  the  Prince  Regent's  regiment  of  Clieshire  yeo- 
manry cavahy,  about  -420  strong,  and  a  remarkably  fine 
body  of  men  most  admirably  mounted,  under  the  conimand 
of  their  colonel,  Sir  .J.  F.  Ijcicester,  marched  into  the  city 
on  permanent  duty. 

1816.  March,  Ayn  Moore,  the  celebrated  fasting 
woman,  confined  in  the  castle,  for  a  robbery  at  Stockport : 
during  her  confinement,  slie  miraculovsly  recovered  her 
appetite. — April  21,  the  body  of  Samuel  Williams,  col- 
lector of  the  Northgate  tolls,  found  in  the  canal,  under 
tl'.e  old  house  of  correction  ;  it  was  supposed  by  some 
that  lie  had  been  murdered. — ivlay  24,  the  warehouse  of 
Mr.  VVliittell,  on  the  Koodee,  destroyed  by  fire. — July  4, 
the  mayor,  J.  Cotgreave,  Esfj.  received  the  honour  of 
knighthood.  — Sept.  4,  the  ditlerent  lodges  of  the  free 
masons  went  in  procession  from  the  Feathers  inn  to 
Boughton,  from  whence  they  proceeded  in  carriages,  to 
assist  the  P.  G.  M.  in  the  ceremony  of  laying  the  key 
stone  of  the  steeple  arch  of  Dclamere  church. 

181/.  On  tiie  4th  of  Jan.  the  grand  duke  Nicholas 
of  Russia  (the  present  emperor)  who  had  been  making  a 
tour  of  the  northern  jjart  of  England,  visited  Cliester. 
He  was  attended  by  General  Kutosow,  M'hose  father  had 
driven  Buonaparte  out  of  Russia,  Gcaeral  Sowrason,  and 
several  other  Russian  noblemen.  On  the  following  day, 
his  highness,  attended  by  his  suite,  inspected  our  Malls 
and  several  of  the  jjuhlic  buildings,  and  in  the  evening  set 
off  for  Wynnstay,  theseat  ofSir  W.  VV.  Wynn.  When 
the  illustrious' stranger  inspected  his  sleeping  apartment 
at  the  Uoyal  Hotel,  he  ordered  a  quantity  of  clean  straw 
fo  be  placed  on  the  floor  in  a  convenient  part  of  the  room, 
for  his  bed,  observing  to  Mrs.  Jackson,  that  lie  was  a 
soldier,  and  that  was  the  material  on  v/liich  he  always 
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reposed. — A   subscription  of  130U/.    raisccl  in  aid    of  tlic 
poor  diiriiijj  tlie  severity  of  the  season. — On  the  28tli  of     { 
February,  a  public  meeting  was  held  at  the  Town-hall,     i 
convened  by  the  iiKiyor,  to  consider  the  ])ropriety  of  pcti-     ] 
tioning-  parliament  against  the  suspension  of  the /iaims     I 
cor/mx  act,   and  notwithstanding  a  strong  opposition  was     j 
odered,  the  resoUilions  for  petitions  were  carried  by  large     ; 
majorities.     At  this   period,   an  active  political  ferment     j 
(lervaded  the  country  generally,  and  especially  the  manu-     ; 
facturing  districts  of  this  county.     The  dangerous  yell  for     ■ 
annual  parliaments  and  universal  suffrage  had  been  echoed 
by  the  demagogue  orators  of  the   day,  and  every  grade 
beneath  the  middle  ranks  of  society,  rose  up  in  arms  to 
support   the  sacred  cause.     Popular  meetings  held  in  the 
open   air,   became  general,  and  doctrines  tiiat  threatened 
the  subversion  of  all  government   were   proclaimed  in     ; 
language  :ii)proaching  to   rebellion.      On   the    13ili    of    j 
March,  a  coach,  escorted  by  a  strong  body  of  the  Earl  of    j 
Chester's  cavalry  arrived  at  the  castle,  containing  21  of    ; 
these  Infatuated  men,  charged  with  treasonable  and, sedi-     I 
lions  practices,  apprehended  at  Heaton  Norris,  and  com-     ' 
mitled  to  our  castle,  umlcr  the  act  then  recently  passed     i 
for  suspending   the   Iiahcus  corpus  act.-r-On  the  3rd  of 
June  a  very  serious  fire  occurred  in  the  ship-yard  of  Mr. 
Cortney,  near  the  Crane,  by  which  considerable  property 
was  destroyed.— The  ministers  of  the  crown  having  inti- 
mated an  intention  of  extending  the  term  for  the  suspen- 
sion of  the  habeas  corpus  act,  a  second  public  meeting 
was  held  at  the   Town-hall,  and  resolutions  adopted  by 
the  majority,  to  present  petitions  to  the  legislature  against 
that  measure ;  counter-petitions  were  also   signed   and 
presented.     In  the  following  week,  a  number  of  respect-  • 
able  gentlemen  of  the  city  held  a  meeting  in  the  Inner 
Penticc,  and  agreed  to  form  ;m  association,  to  be  called 
the  King  and  Comfitution   Club;  of  this  club.  Colonel 
Barnston  was  elected  president,  and  the  members,   in  a 
few  days  were  announced  to  be  one  hundred  and  lorty- 
eiglit. — On  the  20th  of  October,  a  savings  bank  for  iho  • 
city  was  established,  at  a  public  meeting  held  at  the  Town 
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hall.— Tlie    19tli   of  November,  was  a  dav  on  which   the 
jcttizens  of  Chester   warmly  sympathized' in  the  national 
sorrow,  and  on  which  were  committed  to  tlie  dust,  tlie 
jremains  of  the  Princess  Charlotte  of  Wales:  not  only  xvere 
I  the  shutters  closed,  but  all  the  shops  were  completely 
I  made  up,  and  there  was  a  general  suspension  of  business': 
jthe  pulpits  were  hung  with  black,  and  deep  mourning 
[generally  worn:  at  an  early  hour  in  the  morning   the 
bells  of  the  several  churches  commenced  tolling  by  mi- 
inutes,   and  continued  their  mournful  monotony  till'mid- 
Inight— In  September  in  this  year,  a  .wowrf  attempt  was 
made  to  establish  a  third  newspaper  in  this  city,  under 
the  title  of  the  Chesler  Guardian,  which  in  its  commence- 
ment appeared  to  possess  an  extent  of  patronage  that 
bade  fair  to  draw  it  through  all  the  disadvantages  of  an 
infant^  up-hill  establishment.     Several  influential  indivi- 
duals in  the  county,  who  embraced  nobility  in  their  train, 
■  and  a  still  greater  number  of  gentlemen  within  the  city, 
:  opened  their  purse-strings,   and  subscribed   what  were 
^considered  ample  sums  in  aid  of  this  favourite  undertaking. 
;|A  gentleman  of  the  name  of  Gorton,  a  man  of  superior 
jlalent,  was  brought  down  from  London,  as  the  Editor,  to 
whom  was  assigned  a  salary  which  few  provincial  journals 
could   bear,  while  every  department  of  the  concern  was 
over-weighted  with  cxpence.     Tlie  political  principles  of 
the  paper  were  decidedly  those  of  the  Whig,  or  Liberal, 
and   indeed,   the    dissemination  of  these   was   obviously 
more  an  object  with  the  proprietors,  than  profit.     But 
the  spirit  of  the  times   in  this  district  was  then  adverse, 
generally  speaking,  to  all  national  policy  that  was  not 
directed  by  the  government,  and  the  Guardian  received 
but  a  very  partial  share  of  public  support.     It  is  also  to 
be  considered,  that  wiiere  there  is  already  a  medium  of 
public  communication  suflicieut  for  the  purposes  of  trade, 
commerce,    and  intelligence,    every   addiiional    vehicle 
operates  as  a  (ax  upon  all  descriptions  of  property  ;  and 
as  /a^'O  newspapers  had  long  been  existing  in  the  city,  the 
necessity  of  a  third,  for  any  of  these  objects,  were  not 
recognized,    Hence  this  essential  source  of  a  newspaper's 
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revenue   failing   with  the  Guardirai,  connected   with  its 
limited  circulation,    imposed  the  necessity  of  a  continual 
demand  upon   the  pockets  Qi\i%  parents ;  who,  in  ahout 
two  years  grew  weary  of  the  expenses,  and  liaally  left  it 
to  its  fate.     In  an  evil  hour,  Mr.  Galway,  who  for  some 
tin.ie  had  been  its  i)rinter,  took  the  concern  upon  himseltj 
and  dragged  on   the  paper  till  the  month  of  November, 
1823,  when   it  demised.      Tims  after  two  attempts  to  ■  ^' 
establish  a  third  paper  in  Chester,  in  both  which  several  |  ,. 
thousand  poiuids  have  been  thrown  away,  the  futility  of  |  y 
suc'i  a  [)roject  is  quite  apparent.     Tiie  district  is  not  equal  I 
to  it ;  and  nothing  hut  extreme  incapacity,. or  excessive  i 
delin(iucncy  in  one  or  both  of  the  present  journals,  can  | 
ever  warrant  the  experiment.  | 

181S.  1  have  in  vain  looked  through  the  annals  of 
this  year  for  something  interesting  or  amusing;  but 
scarcely  an  incident  is  to  be  found  either  of  importance 
or  novelty  beyond  this,  that  the  sun  rose  and  set  as  usual. 
I  of  course  except  two  electioneering  contests  which  oc- 
curred, one  for  members  of  [jarliainent,  and  the  other  for  I  /'•^y  /•  ''''-^ 
city  sheriffs;  but  the  account  of  these  will  be  embodied 
in  the  Political  History. 

1819.  in  January  this  year,  some  additional  light  was 
thrown  upon  Forcgate-street,  by  the  introduction  of  gas- 
lamps. — About  one  o'clock  at  noon,  on  the  Gth  of  March, 
the  city  was  thrown  into  great  agitation,  in  \diich  exul- 
tation and  gloom  w'crc  about  c(iually  blended,  by  the 
arrival  of  an  express  from  London,  bringing  intelligence 
that  a  committee  of  the  commons  had  pronounced  that 
General  Grosveiior  and  Lord  Belgrave  were  the  members 
duly  elected;  against  whose  return  Sir  J.  G.Egertoa  and 
Mr.  Williams  had  petitioned. — On  the  same  night,  how- 
ever, an  occurrence  took  place  in  the  city,  which  could 
only  excite  one  common  feeling  of  sorrow,  A  little 
before  twelve  o'clock',  it  M'as  discovered  that  a  lire  had 
broken  ,]ut  ill  the  upper  story  of  that  extensive  building, 
the  Dec  Mills.  The  jirogress  of  the  flames  were  ex- 
tremely rapid,  and  in  half  an  hour  the  entire  fabric  pre- 
sented one  vast  volume  of  flame.     There   was   a  great 
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quriiuit>  of  corn,  both  barky  and  wlicat,  on  tiie  premises, 
and  Uic  ilaincs   ascending  to  an  immense  height,  ilUimi- 
iinted  the  country  throughout  a  circuit  of  several  miles — 
j)resenting  a  niagnitkent  but  terrific  spectacle;  the  en- 
gines were  soon   on  the  spot,  and  were  ably  directed. 
The  saving  of  the  mills  soon  became  a  liopcless  object, 
and  it  then  occurred  as  a  matter  of  the  highest  importance, 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  devouring  element  to  the 
property  adjoining,  for  at  one  time  tlie  water-works  and 
the  paper-mill  were  in  imminent  peril.    Those  buildings 
were  fortunately  secured,  as  was  also  the  whole  line  of 
warehouses  in   Skinner-street.     In  the  mean  time  every 
endeavour  was  used  to  save  the  property  in  the  mill,  but 
about    100  bags   of  corn  only  Merc  thrown  out.     Mr. 
Frost,  with  muchdifficulty  and  appalling  risk,  contrived  to 
snatch   his  books  from  the  general  ruin,  but  a  man  consi- 
derably advanced  in  years,  named  Davies,  fell  a  victim  to 
liis  intrepidity — he  was  literally  burnt  to  a  cinder ;  and 
Avlien  found  about  eleven  o'clock  next  njorning,  merely 
the  body,  slioulders,  and  thighs  remained,  parched  into 
an    undistinguishahle   mass,    not   three   feet  in   length. 
About  two  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning  the  roof  feli  in, 
and  by  six  o'clock,  a  portion  only  of  the  outside  walls 
remained  standing.     Two  of  the  engines  were  employed 
nearly  the  ^vhole  of  Sunday  playing  on  the  smoking  ruins. 
How  the  fire  originated  could  not  be  ascertained,  but  no 
doubt  existed  that  it  was  entirely  accidental.     The  de- 
struction of  property  has  becxi  estimated  at  40,000/.  the 
building,  however,  was  ensured  to  a  considerable  amount. 
It  is  somewliatextraordinaiy,  that  this  was  the  third  time 
these  mills  had  been  destroyed  by  fire.    This  immense 
edifice  has  l.iecn  rebuilt,  but  it  is  a  subject  of  deep  regret^ 
that  the  offer  of  the  proju'Jetor  to  fall  back  in  the  foun- 
dation,   by    which   the    entrance  to  the    bridge    would 
have  been  materiallv  widened,  ^ras   not  acceded  to. — 
On   the  15ih  of  March  a  jjuhlic  meeting  was  held  in  the 
Town-!iall,   to   take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of 
petitioning   parliament  io  erect  a  bridge  over  the  river 
Con^vav.  &c.  &c,   when   n   vtilion   ^vas  adopted.     This 
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national  measure  lias  Ijeen  since  completed;  wliioii,  takci; 
ill  connection  with  the  fine  new  bridge  over  the  Dee  at 
Chester,  will  certainly  tend  to  preserve  our  present,  it"  not 
restore  a  portion  of  our  lost  travelling,  from  the  north 
and  eastern  counties  of  England  tlirougli  Chester  to  Ire- 
land.— On  the  10th  of  May,  Gen.  Grosvenor  was  presented 
with  a  piece  of  plaie,  in  the  form  of  a  candelabra,  by  the 
mayor,  at  the  Feathers  Inn,  on  behalf  of  his  fellow-citizens, 
for  his  long  and  faithful  parliamentary  services  ;  on  which 
occasion,  a  grand  dinner  was  given.— Oct.  16th,  Prince 
fwcopold,  consort  of  our  beloved  Princess  Charlotte,  ho- 
noured the  city  with  a  visit.  His  royal  highness  had  been 
invited  by  Earl  Grosvenor,  to  spend  a  few  days  at  Eaton- 
hall,  from  whence  he  made  several  excursions  to  the  city, 
wliose  antit|uities  he  examined  with  great  precision. 
'J'he  prince  remained  with  his  noble  host  from  Saturday 
to  Tuesday,  in  which  interval  he  was  presented  with  the 
freedom  of  the  city  by  the  corporation. — An  opposition 
to  the  corporation  nomination  of  mayor  and  sheriff  was 
this  year  again  attempted,  but  in  both  cases  failed ;  Mr. 
Williamson  was  raised  to  the  oflice  of  chief  magistrate, 
and  Mr.  Sefton  to  that  of  sheriff. — Great  popular  commo- 
tions pervaded  the  neighbouring  county  of  Lancaster,  and 

some   parts  of  Cheshire  during  this  year.     Tlie  phrenzy  '-^ ^"-    ./I'Jfc    -..    -^q   tL- 

for  parliamentary  reform  seems  now  to  have  reached  its  .'')..  t. '.,...  ..-f  ,/,  .r/.    A„,/ 

zenith;  but  the  city  itself  was  preserved  in  undisturbed  «.^,7<,./<^    k,\    . .-..  ../.^  -^^ 

placidity.     In  the  manufacturing  districts,  where  the  very tC.-...  i,  .■^.-     .-..f. 

lowest  grade  of  society  formed  the  overwhelminir  bulk  of  /  ,■ ;   ,; 

the  i)o|)ulation,  the  harauaues  of  mob  orators  v.'ere  suited  ,        /      y '.  ■       ,  > 

1  •  -  >    ,     T  „  ,  .  r  ,  1  ■  "v  ■'■'"    /i--''     !j"'  -'/)«•  '*• 

to  the  capacities  and  the  mllamcd  passions  ol  the  multi-  "^         ,  ,    j- 

tudc;  but  here,  if  not  higher  in  the  scale  ot  intellectual  '  •'     ^'      ^   i  ' 

endowments,  the  lower  orders  of  Chester  were  at  least  '       '^  "'    <"■•■..-••••'  /-.<■. »j 

less  under  the  influence  of  de])raved  principles ;  audit  j       ^t^'    •■"     '  .<-^^,.  ...^ 

deserves  to  be  recorded  to  the  credit  of  our  old  city,  that  "'■    /'■.-■.'■     ,/.^,<..'i    .. 

during  the  long  period  of  political  conflict  the  district  was  //<■     ■•  /  .'.-.-     _    /  i)  o  7 

tlestined  to  endure,  1  am  not  aware  of  a  single  inhabitanl 

will)  M-as  drawn  into  the  vortex  of  disaffection. 

]y20.  In  January  the  gentry  and  higher  orders  in 

Liie  city  were  laudably   employed   in   raising  a  public 


268  HISTORY  OF  CHESTEH. 

snbscrij.tion  for  the  sullering  p„o,.  in  tl.e  citv  ,l„ri„.^  d.- 
.nccmcncy  of  a  severe  senson,  wLioh  was  liben,llv"«u,,- 
portcd  a„,l  circetivdy  applied;  Earl  Grosveuor  hVa-lirl 
the  subscription  by  a  benefaction  of  lOO/.-Towards  tbc 

fo.  the  death  of  the  king's  fourth  son,  the  DuKe  of  Kent  • 
nnd  m  a  very  few  days  aftern-ards,  for  our  revered  mo- 
narch, George  the  Third.-O.   the    JCth  of  June,   the 
court  of  king  s  bench  granted  a  rule  for  a  criminal  infor- 
mation against  Mr.  Wiliiamson,  mayor  of  Chester    for 
•ctusing  to  admit  several   individuals   to  their  freedom 
dnnng  the  late  election,  by  whicJi  Sii;  J.  Q.  Egerton  bad 
^cen  oepnveo   of  his  scat  iji  pariiament.-On  the  23r,l  of 
I)eccmber,  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  by  invitation,  paid  a 
^'Mt  to   Comocrmerc  Abbey,  the  seat  of  his  friend  and 
companion  in  arms.  Lord  Combermere.    A  knowledge 
01    this    fact    having  transj,ircd,   a   numerous   meeting 
01  the  gentry  and  principal  tradesmen  of  the  city  ua. 
f'cid  at  the  Ex-change,  when  it  ^vas  unanimously  resolved 
to  mvite  the  hero  of  Waterloo  to  a  grand  public  .linner. 
A  reputation    being  appointed  to  wait  upon  his  grace   to 
olnaui   his  consent,  the  following  Wednesday,  the  27th 
n-as  fixed  upon,  when  his  grace,  accompanied  by  Lorcl 
Combermere  and  suite,   arrived   within  our  wall=.     He 
ook  up  his  quarters  at  the  Albion  Hotel,  from  whence 
ic  made  a  short  excursion  to  the  castle,  inspected  that 
budding,  armoury,  &c.  and  afterwards  proceeded  to  the 
iAcliange,  where  a  most  sumptuous  banquet  had  bceu 
prepared.     Colonel  Barnston  presided  at  the  festive  board, 

V  It   "'''  7'T'^'^  "^y  '^i^^^'^    150  guests,   amongst 

V  w''^-'  ^""''  Combermere,  Hill,  and  Kenyou,  lir 
r  ;  ^:  ^^'""'  ^^''  -^^""^^  t^yo",  sir  H.  M.  Rlaiinvarin", 
•tul  J  '-"r  C;'°'"^«»^'^J^y'  Mnjor-General  BeckMilh, 
and  otlier  individuals  of  distinction.  During  the  eveniu.- 
^""5  >ndced  while  he  ven.iined  in  Cheste,: hi..,  .•,•,,.■  iv- 
<|'vod  ,,very  ,„;,rk  of  rospeet  ihat  could  be  sbovn  (u  a 
ui:iracter,   whose  eminent  services  in  the  fieKl  of  h,.,. our 

'ad  entitled  him  to  the  gratitude  of  his  country.  It  ha. 
^een    .poke,,    of  as   a  sulycct  of  reuTei,  that  \l^    v^.uA 
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v'uiniilimciitof  presenting  tlicduko  wiili  tiKilVcpdum  of  thc'j 
ciiy  was  oinilted  ;  but  1  tuu  inclined  to  think,  tliat  this  j 
uiiiission  arose  solely  ironi  a  mistake  or  misapprehension  ; 
in  some  of  those  individuals  whose  business  it  was  to  i 
attend  to  the  nceessary  proceedings,  and  not  to  any  in-  ; 
fciitionai  disrespect. — This  year  was  distinguished  by' 
another  severe  contest  for  the  re[)rcscntation,  and  hy  more ' 
than  usual  acrimony  on  general  politics.  The  proceed-  ; 
ings  against  Queen  Caroline  had  nearly  equally  divided 
the  citizens  ;  and  although  the  government  party  laboured 
to  bring  the  friends  of  her  Majesty  into  disrepntc,  by ' 
identifying  them  with  disafl'eetion  and  radicalism,  yet  still,  | 
many  of  the  most  loyal  of  the  king's  subjects  in  the  city'- 
were  decidedly  opposed  to  the  measures  of  administration  • 
on  this  important  question. — In  this  year  a  whig  club  was  !> 
established  at  Chester,  for  Cheshire  and  several  of  the; 
adjoining  counties,  whicii  held  its  annual  meetings  at  the 
Royal  Hotel. 

1821.  On  the  night  of  the  13th  of  January,  a  lire 
broke  out  in  the  paint  room  of  the  extensive  lead  works 
of  Messrs.  Walker  and  Co,  Mhich  threatened  the  most 
disastrous  consetpiences  to  that  ])onderous  establishment ; 
but  by  an  early  attendance  of  the  engines,  and  active 
exertions  of  tlie  citizens,  the  ravages  of  the  flames  were 
confined  to  the  place  where  the  fire  originated. — The 
coronation  of  George  IV.  was  celebrated  with  great  mag- 
nificence in  the  city  on  the  11  th  of  June;  three  fine 
triumphal  arches  were  erected  at  the  ends  of  Bridge- 
street,  Northg-.ite-strect,  and  Eastgate-street ;  a  grantl 
procession,  consisting  of  the  clergy  in  their  canonicals, 
body  coi:[)orate,  children  composing  the  schools,  the 
clubs,  trade  comijanies,  royal  mail  and  other  coaches,  a 
detachment  of  the  88th  regiment,  with  bands  of  music, 
paraded  the  principal  streets,  and  afterwards  attended 
divine  service  at  the  cathedral ;  and  a  grand  dinner  was 
given  at  the  Albion  Hotel  bv  the  king  and  constitution 
club.  On  Tuesday  the'JJlh  of  September,  a  grand  festival 
of  music  commenced  in  our  fine  cathedral,  \vhich  closed 
on  the  Friday;  this,  like  all  the  former  festivals,  yielded 
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a  li;iiif!soii)c  sum  to  our  public  cliariiiis. — Tlic  niinuli  u( 
OctoI)cr  ill  tlii^  yviw  was  a  time  of  biistlo  ami  coiillict 
among'  our  corporators  and  aiiti-corporators,  tu-o  sets  of 
uldcrmeii  and  coiniiion  councilmcn  being  elected,  bnt  tlu; 
particulars  will  fall  to  our  iiolitiea!  liistory. 

1822.  On  the  2'ltli  of  March,  the  Sunday  evening- 
lecture  at  St.  Mary's  church  was  o[)ened  by  a  discourse 
from  the  Rev.  F.  Ayckbowm,  ^^liich  has  been  continued 
and  well  supported  ever  since. — On  the  3I?t  of  March, 
Samuel  Vate  Benyon,  Esq.  Recorder  of  Chester,  died  in 
London. — A  most  afflictive  accident  hai)|5cned  in  the  city 
on  the  29th  June,  by  the  bursting  of  a  steam  boiler 
in  Cuppin-street,  belonging  to  Mr.  Boult,  tobacco  nui- 
nufacturer.  'i'hc  explosion  was  terrific,  and  instantly 
laid  a  considerable  j)ortion  of  the  premises  in  ruins;  the 
windows  of  the  atljoining  houses  were  completely  broK'cn, 
and  a  building  near  fifty  yards  from  the  scene  of  destruc- 
tion set  on  fire  by  pieces  of  ignited  (ucl  falling  upon  its 
roof.  The  boiler  employed  in  this  manufactory  was 
connected  with  machinery  requiring  steam  of  great  ex- 
pansive force  for  its  movements,  and  known  by  the  term 
of  a  high  pressure  engine.  It  ajjpcars  that  on  the  pre- 
ceding evening,  the  engine  was  put  in  full  work,  and  the 
machinery  acted  in  the  best  possible  manner.  It  was 
then  determined  to  make  a  more  decided  trial  the  follow- 
ing day,  preparatory  to  the  putting  the  whole  in  motion 
on  the  succeeding  Monday.  The  steam  was  speedily 
raised  in  a  very  pov/erful  manner,  so  much  so,  that  it  is 
said,  the  boiler  was  perceived  to  have  a  sort  of  oscilating 
movement  for  a  considerable  time.  At  this  period,  when 
the  steam  had  attained  an  expansive  force  wliich  could 
not  be  restrained,  and  while  Mr.  Boult  and  four  of  his  men 
were  standing  close  to  the  machine,  the  boiler  suddenly 
burst,  owing  to  the  safety  valve  being  improperly  ovcr- 
loadetl.  Tlic  nan  were  thrown  back  \\ith  resistless 
violence,  all  of  llieui  dreadl'ully  scaUled  and  bruised,  so 
nnicli  so,  that  one  of  them,  Richard  VV'ildman,  died  of  his 
wounds  on  Monday  evening.  Two  others  were  conveyed 
to  the  infirmary,  most  seriously  injurctl.     Mr.  Boult  Ma..i 
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forced  with  Lis  breast  on  a  grlii(liiii,^-Ktoiio,  and  \\'as  m-aily 
buried  in  the  ruins  occasioned  by  the  explosion ;  and  in 
tliis  situation  a  heavy  beam  fell  upon  his  back.  Indeed  it 
was  next  to  a  miracle  that  any  one  of  them  escaped  with- 
out instantaneous  death.  Prompt  assistance  was  iiad  from 
the  neighbours,  and  the  rubbish  being  removed,  the 
?u(Tcrers  were  extricated.  Mr.  Boult  was  carried  to  an 
adjoining  public-house,  where  every  attention  was  afforded 
to  him;  in  the  evening  lie  was  removed  to  his  own  house 
in  Foregate-strcet,  and  it  M-ns  then  thought  that  a  hojic 
might  be  indulged  for  his  recovery — but  alas  !  that  hope 
soon  fled  :  symjitoms  of  inflammation  became  apparent, 
and  Mr,  B.  laboured  under  a  great  pressure  at  ilie  sto- 
mach. He  was  in  extreme  pain,  but  throughout  his 
agonizing  sufferings  he  was  calm  and  collected,  making 
repeated  enquiries  after  the  welfare  of  his  men.  AboiU, 
eleven  o'clock  on  Tuesday  night,  he  was  released  from 
his  sufferings,  leaving  a  wife,  and  scvei-al  children,  the 
eldest  of  whom  is  now  a  partner  in  the  respectable  firm 
of  Poole  and  Boult,  booksellers.  Mr.  Boult  Avas  in  the 
'12iid  year  of  his  age;  his  remains  were  interred  in  the 
unitarian  burial  ground,  in  this  city.  'I'wo  of  the  unfor- 
tunate men  of  Mr.  Boult,  Tliomas  and  James  Owen, 
brothers,  who  were  present  at  the  explosion,  and  had 
been  removed  to  the  infirmary,  survived  the  accident  but 
a  few  days,  thus  making  four  human  beings  who  fell 
victims  to  a  kind  of  scientific  experiment. — During  the 
greater  part  of  this  year,  there  was  a  great  hustle  in  the 
city  for  the  erection  of  market  halls.  Public  meetings 
were  held,  the  object  of  which  seemed  to  be  rjuite  indif- 
ferent to  those  who  attended  them ;  resolutions  passed 
which  were  never  carried  into  execution ;  and  com- 
mittees formed,  apparently  for  no  other  purpose  than 
to  make  a  report,  that  they  had  il'mc—iiot/iiiip- .'  At 
one  time,  the  old  lineu-hali  w;is  to  be  the  site  fur  the 
new  markets,  but  this  project  was  met  with  an  objecfion 
that  it  was  dean,  and  chajjter  property,  and  could  not  be 
alienated ;  then  the  piece  of  ground  behind  the  Fe;ithcrs 

holr!,  ill    I'nidi.;,.  :,||,rl,     \v,|:j    (hi-    riiM.milc    -iiiK,    inil  (hi-. 
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I.  ;  I  A  M       H  A  15  W  0  C  I       F  0   L   L  1  0  T  T  . 

i  THE  NEW  :\r.ARKx:T.s. 

To  //:e  Editor  of  the  Chester  Coiirani. 
Sin, — It  is  probable  you  will  take  some  inuira  in 
your  next  r,o«r(j/)<  of  llie  oiiciiiiiff,  ibis  day,  of  llie 
New  Sbaiiibles  aiiJ  Fowl  Market.  The  files  of  tbe 
former  I  niu  jlad  to  fiu'l  art  extrcinely  saiislactory 
to  Ibe  biitcliers,  wbo  occui)y  ibe  stalls  «ith  great 
avidity  at  the  following  prices  : — 

Per  Annum 
Largo  Stalls  3s.  cacb  Saturday,  amounting-  to  £7.  IGs 

Set-ond  do...2s.  Cd ditto £0.  lOs. 

Third  do.... 2s.  Od ditto £5.    -Is. 

Fourth  do... Is.  Gd ditto £3.  ISs 

i  'l'ho5e  uf  the  latter  (the  Fo«l  Market)  are  2d.  for 
I  two  feel  of  bench,  or  2d.  per  basket;  and  tbe  I'>ot 
ter  Market,  wbicli  1  anticipate  being  opened  this  day 
u'eeU,  the  occupiers  of  wbicb  arc  tu  pay  2d.  per  bas- 
ket. All  of  which  rates,  in  comparison  with  those 
charged  at  the  New  Market  Hall,  Liverpool,  are 
very  moderate  indeed. 

A  Timepiece,  or  Clock,  in  llie  centre  of  tbe  Butch- 
er's Hall,  is  iiulispensiblc  And  I  recommend  to  the 
Corporation  to  be  pleased  to  repair  tbe  otttside  of  tbe 
E.Kcbange. 

I  congratulate  the  pu Wic  at  thus  bavins  acconii- 
plishod  tlie  object,  for  m.tny  ye.irs  near  my  ^eart, 
*bioh  1  hope  and  believe  willi  the  blessing  <if  I'ro- 
vulence  will,  for  many  generations,  aibninistcr  to 
their  comfort,  convenience,  health,  aud  satislaeiiou. 
I  am,  very  respectfully, 
Your  faithful  and  (diedient  Serv,ant, 

w.M,  MARwot-in  loLi.iorr. 

VU.'s,  ItiJS. 
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was  ri'icctcd  on  account  of  the  diflicultics  oC  making  the' 
aDproadics.     Anon,   a   jjarccl  ofgroiintl  on  tlie  west  side 
of  the  lisli-sliamb'.es  ;  then  some  unimportant  land  on  the 
soiitli   side  of  VVatei-gate-strect ;  and  lastly,  the  site  of  the 
Aiew  linen-hall,  were  situations  each  recommended  in  its 
tui-n,  and  each  in  its  turn  decided  against.     In  short,  the 
whole  year  passed  away,  and  at  the  end  of  it,  the  project 
was  just  where  it  was  at  the  beginning.    'I'he  improve- 
ment was  destined  to  remain  unaccomplished  and  even 
untouched  for  several  years  after  this  period.     It  must  be 
acknowledged,  however,  that  several  gentlemen  laboured 
I  tvith  great^  zeal  and  industry  in   the  promotion  of  the 
scheme  ;  and  perhaps  no  individual  shewed  equal  unbend- 
ing perseverance  with  W,  H.  Folli.ott,  Est),  who  disi)laycd 
unwearied  diligence  in  urging  the  point ;  no  meeting  was 
convened  hi  which  this  gentleman  did  not  pour  forth  the 
force  of  his  eloquence;  andscarccly  was  a  newspaper  print- 
ed in  which  the  most  cogent  arguments  were  not  oirered. 
—At  the  same  time,  or  a  short  time  before,  the  market- 
hall  scheme  was  prosecuting,  the  attention  of  the  Chester 
people  was  directed  to  another  project,  originating  v.-ith 
Mr.  Brostcr,  which,  however,  Avas  destim^d  to  share  the 
came  fate.     This  was  a  scheme  for  forming  a   steam- 
packet  establishment   at  Dawpool :  a  spot  on  the  VVirral 
.side  of  the  Dee,  about  four  miles  below  Parkgate,  which, 
"it  was  assumed  would  open  a  safe  and  speedy  passage  to 
Ireland.     It  was  calculated  also,  that  if  this  establishment 
could  be  brought  about,  it  would  almost  supersede  the 
Shrewsbury  line  of  road  to  Holyhead,  and  restore  to  the 
citv  of  Chester  its  former  importance  as  a  thoroughlare 
to  'the  sister  island.     It  must  be  cortfessed  that  Dawpool 
is  admirably  adapted  for  the  purpose  intended,  and  pro- 
bably superior  to  any  other  station  on  the  coast.     '•  One 
of  the  largest  cla.^s  of  steam    vessels,"   says  Lieutenant 
Monk,  of^hc  roval  navy,  "  would  always  have  suthcient 
depth  of  water  to  eontc  into  and  sail  out  of  Dawpool. 
Dawpool  possesses  many  advantages  over  Liveri)ool  loi 
s^team  vessels  to  sail  from  a-ul  to  Dublia."     And  the  tes- 
(iinony  of  Mr.  Gibbon,  of  the  Ballast-office,  Dubhn,  i. 


./,,. 


,/;, 


//.:. 


,/ 


A.:.,  . 


HISTOKICAL    KVKNTS.  273 

stil!  more  decisive,  flo  suys,  "I  have  froquciKly  p.isttci 
ovci-  Chester  bar'  witli  a  head  wind,  at  low  watcrj  in  \cs- 
sels  of  ten  feet  draught,  and  ran  Uj)  to  Dawpool ;  the 
great  safety  of  tlie  ])assa!,'e,  compared  to  that  of  f/iverpool, 
strikes  me  as  a  rccoiimicndation  that  must  ensure  success. 
Navigating-  within,  in  place  of  outside  the  great  Hoyle 
Bank,  is  very  desirable  indeed ;  for  in  case  of  encounter- 
ing heavy  seas  or  thick  weatlier,  you  have  the  land  close 
aboard,  and  several  convenient  harbours  to  shelter  in." 
Printed  descriptions  of  the  place,  with  the  advantages  to 
be  derived  from  the  sclieme,  accompanied  with  plans  and 
drawings,  v.ere  plentifully  circulated,  and  an  interest 
excited  that  promised  the  most  successful  results.  A 
])ublic  meeting  was  held  at  the  Town-hall,  at  vvliich  reso- 
lutions were  agreed  ui)on  to  procure  soundings  and  a 
survey,  for  which  the  celebrated  engineer  iVhC  Telford 
was  engaged,  and  to  defray  the  expenses,  a  subscription 
M-as  entered  into.  Thus  far  all  went  on  Ewimminglv. 
But,  alas!  a  circumstance  v.-ds  soon  developed,  which 
seemed  to  put  an  extinguisher  upon  the  whole  under- 
taking. Although  the  report  of  Mr.  Telford  was  upon 
the  whole  favourable  to  the  practicability  of  the  plan,  yet 
in  its  tail  was  contained  the  onerous  fact,  that  the  sum  of 
i/tirfy  thuusmid  jmiauh  would  be  requisite  to  build  suita- 
ble piers  and  prepare  other  necessary  apparatus  at  Daw- 
pool  tor  the  proposed  establishment.  Some  further 
ineffectual  eiforts  were  attempted  to  surmount  this  as- 
tounding obstacle,  but,  however  the  public  feelings  had 
been  excited  in  favour  of  the  project,  the  whole  affair 
terniinated,  a  lew  bills  of  some  tradesmen  only  remaining 
undischarged, /or  tuant  of  assets.— At  the  close  of  this 
year,  the  city  of  Chester,  in  common  with  many  other 
places  in  the  neighbourhood,  was  visited  by  one  of  the 
severest  storms  of  wind'tliat  had  ever  been  known  in  this 
latuude.  This  tremendous  storm  occurred  during  the 
night  of  Thursday  the  5th  of  December.  Abuut^  tour 
o  clock  in  the  afternoon  the  wind  blew  from  theM'cst,and 
brought  v.'ith  it  a  heavy  fall  of  rain;  it  increased  hourly, 
and  the  rain  fell  in  torrents,  but  nothing  serious  was  yet 
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npprchoiulod.     Between  nine  and  ten,  Aclien  the  wind  luui 
shiltcd  to    the   nortli-west,   tlic  resistless  gnsts  of  wind 
gave  melancholy  note   of  the  devastation    whieh    wa? 
approaching;  the  sky  was  pitchy  dark,  and  the  spirit  of 
the  storm  rode  in  tremendous  majesty ;  and  what  at  this 
time  not  a  little  tended  to  increase  the  general  alarm, 
was  the  ringing  of  the  fire-hell,  and  the  whirling  of  the 
watehmens'  rattles.     A  fire  had  broken  out  at  Mr.  Hol- 
land's, in  King-street,  and  notwithstanding  the  gas-light- 
were   mostly  extinguished,   the  sign-posts   and  shutters 
n^aking  a  deafening  rattle,  the  rain  descending  in  torrents, 
the  wind  blowing  an  hurricane,  and  the  slates  and  brick- 
bats flying  in  all  descriptions,  yet  were  there  thousands 
of  people  in  the  streets,  flocking  to  the  fire.     Providen- 
tially the  latter  calamity  was  trifling  in  itself,  and  was 
soon  pat  out,  and  the  nniltitude  sought  shelter  in  their 
various  habitations.     The  anxieties   and  alarms  of  that 
horrific  night  vAW  jjcrhaps  never  be  obliterated  from  the 
recollection   of  those   who  witnessed   its  wide-spreading 
desolation  ;  there   was  no  neighbourhood,  nor  scarcely  a 
habitation,  but   was  either  the  scene  of  ruin,  or  their  in- 
mates placed  within  hearing  of  the  crash  of  falling  chim- 
nies,  the  bursting  in  of  windows,  or  the  confused  noise  ol 
broken  fragments  of  houses  descending  upon  the  pave- 
ment.    The  storm  continued  to  rage  with  unceasing  fury 
till  about  three  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  it  suddenly 
abated,  as  if  worn  out  by  its  own  over-exerted  violence. 
Until  this  hour  few  eyes,  except  those  of  unconscious 
infancy,  had  been  closed;  and  those  who  now  retired  to 
short  repose,  awoke  in  the  morning  only  to  behold  the 
general  desolation.     The  author  well  remembers  peram- 
bulating the  city  on  the  mornijig  of  the  6th,  when  the 
scene  before  him  presented  an  idea  of  a  place  that  had 
i)een   bonibanled.     The  sueets  were  strewed  with  stones, 
brick,   timber,   slale^,  broken  wimlow  frames,  glats,  and 
every  ulhei'   material  usetl  in  building— in   some   places 
they   lay    in   immense  lieai)s— roofs  and  walls  completely 
cleared  away,  so  as  to  expose  the  furniture  in  the  interior. 
In    noticing    this    calamitous    visitation,  I   shall  briefly 
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vccouut  a  fcw  of  its  distressing  results.     Many  of  the  wia- 
<iows  of  our  venerable  cathcrlrul  were  entirely  destroyed- 
^cveral  large  fruit  trees  in  the  Kale-yards,  although  pro- 
tected bv   the  citv  walls,  were  torn  up  by  the  roots,  and 
laid  prostrate  on  the  ground.     The  free-school  nearly 
unroofed,  and  the  lead  from  Mrs.  Williams's  house  at  the 
east  end  of  Abbey-street  curled  up,  and  hurled  beyond  the 
wall«-  many  of  the  houses  in  George-street  much  da- 
maged •  a  wall  blown  down  in  Abbey-green.     The  blue 
coat  hospital   seriously  injured;  many   windows   blown 
out  in  Further  Northgate-strect ;  and  a  wall  bclongmg 
10  W.   Ward,  Esq.  levelled  with  the  ground  ;  material 
iniury  was  also  sustained  by  the  houses  in  King's-buildings, 
the  roof  of  one  of  which  was  laid  open  ;  by  the  higher 
wards  of  the  castle  ;  by  the  warehouses  in  Skinner  s-lane, 
and  by  the  Dee  mills.     A  little  before  twelve  o  clock,  the 
massive  and  lofty  chimney  of  Mr.  Ellis's  house,  the  Tal- 
bot, in  Newgate- street,  notwithstandhig  it  was  bound  to 
the  adjoining  chimney  of  the  Royal  Hotel  by  a  thick  bav 
of  iron,  and  carrying  with  it  nearly  all   the  roof,  com- 
pletely destroyed  the  upper  bed-rooms,  hurling  ih.c  pccli- 
inent  front,  windows  and   coping-stones  into  the  street, 
in  one  promiscuous  heap  !     At  the  same  time,  the  clinu- 
ney  of  Miss  Cokcr  and  Bryan,  also  adjoining,  m  its  tall 
destroved  a  great  portion  of  the  roof  of  their  dwelling, 
and  broke  into  their  bed-rooms,  %vhich  two  ot  the  tamily 
had  a  few  seconds  before  left.     But  the  c;=,-apc  ot  iir. 
Ellis's  children  and  family  was  almost  miraculous.     Une 
of  them,  a   fine  boy,  was  actually  on  Ins  way  up  Man., 
when  the   tremendous   avalanche  took  place.  ^  AnoU.cr 
extraordinary  escape  occurred  at  Mr.  Allc.ulcr  .  in  Ean- 
gate-strect;  Mr.  and  Mrs.   A.  had  retired  to  their  bed- 
room  in    an   a.ttic   story,    about  twelve    odock.       )  he 
former  had   ^ot  into  bed,  but  Mrs.  A.  having  forgottu. 
..nu.thhu:  IvU.v,  went   .lo>vu  stairs.     She  had  sca.ee  y 
.luitled  .he  room  when  a  iromeiulou-nist  of  wind  brought 
down  the  ciruui.ev  upon  the  roof,  which  giving  way,  puie- 
u-ated  into  the  bed-room,  at  the  same  time  torcmg  ouim  aiu 
■■nU>  the  varcl  behind  its  cntu-o  front.     Mr.  A.;,imipcd  l^.v. 
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cl"  bedj  but  the  ruiitoria'.s  wliich  liad  Callcii  in,  !;;.(!  b;irri- 
cadcd  tlic  door,  and  it  was  not  bL'fui'c  he  had  iiiU'd  it  ofl' 
its  hinges,  that  he  found  the  means  of  escape  from  the 
scene  of  rnias.  One  of  tlie  bedsteads,  from  four  lo  five 
inches  in  diameter,  was  snapj)ed  in  two  by  tlie  weiglit  of 
the  iidling  materials.  Had  Mrs.  A.  remained  in  the  room 
Isaif  a  minute  longer,  it  is  hardly  possible  she  could  liave 
escaped  instant  death.  A  fourth  escape  was  instanced  in 
the  Abbey- square.  Two  chimiiies  were  blown  down  at 
the  house  ofG.  Rowland,  Esq.;  one  of  them  fell  into  an 
adjoining  yard,  but  the  other  burst  through  the  roof  into 
the  bed-room  of  one  of  the  maid  servants,  who  was  in  the 
act  of  taking  a  lamp  from  the  dressing-table,  but  she  pro- 
videntially escaped  unhurt. — At  Mr.  Huxley's,  \vriting 
stationer,  in  Watergate-street,  his  two  young  men  had 
just  gone  to  bed,  when  a  chimney,  v.-hicli  spi-ang  imme- 
diately above,  fell  into  tlie  room,  and  though  the  rubbish 
every  where  surrounded  them,  they  were  untouched.  A 
similar  escape  occurred  at  Mr.  Lewis's,  in  Bridge-street, 
where  the  chimney  fell  into  the  room  of  Mr.  IJurack, 
who  was  in  bed.  The  Royal  Hotel  sulfered  considerably 
during  the  storm  by  the  fall  of  chimnies,  and  the  destruc- 
tion of  sky-lights  and  other  glass,  which  broke  into  the 
house,  and  spread  the  stair-cases  over  with  fragments  of 
bricks  and  slates, — Cliimnies  were  blown  down,  at  the 
Louses  of  Mr.  Preb.  Maddock,  the  late  Mr.  Townshend, 
Mrs.  Potts,  the  Rev.  M.  Taylor,  Mrs.  NiehoUs,  Mr.  Ellis, 
v.ine-merchant,  Mr.  Shearing,  druggist,  Mr.  Palin,  Mr. 
Heppard,  Mr.  Huxley,  cheesemonger,  Mrs.  Rutter,  &c. 
&c.  which  did  great  damage  to  the  roofs.  Mr.  Palin's 
liouse  was  almost  unroofed,  as  was  that  of  Alderman 
Rogers,  near  the  castle,  in  -which  quarter  the  storm  was 
particularly  furious.  The  union  and  commercial  Juills 
sustained  considerable  injury;  the  lofty  wall  of  the  ball 
court  at'  the  Brewer's  Arms,  in  Foregate-street,  v.as 
blown  <lown,  as  M'as  thai  of  iMvs.  i\hi-,'.e_\ 's  ganlen,  lacing 
the  Groves ;  another  in  Queen-street,  and  a  fourth  at 
Mr.  Fletcher's,  Further  Northgatc-street,  the  roof  ol' 
whose  house  was  much   injured.     The   damage    in    the 
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suburbs,   al   Haiidbridge  luul   Buughton,    was  extensive ; 
ami  indeed  the  whole  surrounding  country  felt  the  disas- 
trous consequences.     Of  these  it  is  not  my  province  to 
state  the  particulars,  but  i  cannot  omit  the  recital  of  a 
most  calamitous  event  connected  with  the  storm,  which 
involved  a  great  loss  of  human  life,  namely,  the  wreck  of 
the   Prince  Regent  steam   paeUet,  plying  between  Liver- 
pool and  EUcsmere  port.     'Jhe  packet  sailed  from  the 
pier-head  for  the  latter    i)lace   about   three  o'clock  on 
Thursday,  with  from  22  to  24  persons  on  board,  the  crew 
included.     The  wind  at  that  time  blew  pretty  strong,  but 
as  it  was  quite  a-head,  no  fears  were  entertained  by  those 
aboard.     'J'hc  vessel,  however,  made  little  progress,  as  the 
tide  was   ebbing ;  and  about  live  o'clock,  when  she  was 
near  Eastham,  the  gale  had  very  much  increased.     Some 
slight  apprehensions   were  then    entertained  by   several 
passengers,  but  they  were  quieted  by  the  conlidencc  Mitli 
which   the  captain  (James  Dimoiid)  siioke  of  their  safety. 
At  six,  the  i)acket  was  off  Pool-hall,  about  a  mile  from 
Ellesm'crc  Port,  and  at  this  time  the  extreme  violence  of 
the  storm   rendered  their  danger  imminent  and  obvious. 
The  vessel  was  tossing  about  in  all  directions,  and  had 
become  nearly  unmanageable— the  night  extremely  dark 
and  chilly.     The   captain  was  recommended  by  Mr.  J. 
llickson,  of  EUcsmere  Port,  to  run  the  boat  into  a  neigh- 
bouring creek  whilst  opportunity    afforded,    and    which 
advlcci"  if  taken,  would  probably  have  been  the  means  of 
saving  all   onboard;  but  Dimoml  objected,  persisting  in 
declaring  that  the  vessel  would  live;  and  then  put  her 
round,  in  order  to  return  to  Liverpool.     His  endeavours 
lo   return,  however,   were  impracticable,  the  tide  was 
receding,  and  the  boat  beating  about,  and  heaving  on  the 
banks.  ^  The  pitchy  darkness  of  the  atuu)sj)here,  the  bustle 
which  prevailed,  and  the  total  absence  of  all  light  oven  hi 
ibe   distance,  had  already  enthroned  terror  on  l:cr  awtul 
ihrone.     As  one  resource  it  was  suggested  that  the  anchor 
should  be  thrown  out— it  was  done  ;  but  the  vessel  drag- 
ged ;  and  in  the  midst  of  the  howling  sea,  about  midnight, 
a  violent  coucussiou  alarmed  the  i)asseiigers  with  the  idea 
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that  tlicy   had  struck  agahist   a   bank  or  rock,  and  were 
about  to  be  eiigulphcd  in  the  waste  of  M-ators.     One  side 
of  the   packet  was,  at  tliis  time,  under  water,  and  t!es])air 
was  now  at  its  heiglit.     It  M-as  soon  discovered,  tliat  they 
had  struck  against  a  Hat  (belonging  to  Mr.  Fletclier,  of 
Clicstcr)    wliicl>  remained  but  a  few  seconds  alongside,  in 
which   time  many  of  tlie   passengers  and  ail   the  crew 
availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  of  getting  on  board, 
the  captain  only  excepted,  ^vho  Si'.id  iie  would  stay  by  the 
vessel.     Mr.  Burt,  artist  of  this  city,  and  Mr.  Hickson, 
jun.  were   in  the  number;  the  former  had  a  very  narrow 
escape,  having  clung  for  several  minutes  by  his  hands  to 
the  side  of  the  Hat    before  he  could  muster  strengtli  to 
gain  the  deck.     At  this   perilous  moment,  the  fiat  sepa- 
rated from   the   [lacket,   and  the  violence  of  the  tempest 
hm-ried   her  out   rapiilly  into   the  eiu'rent  of  the   river. 
What  a  moment   was   this  fur  jiarental  feeling  ',  for  the 
sejjaration  of  the  two  vessels  had  also  severed  Mr.  Burt 
from  a  beloved  son,  a  fine  boy  about  nine  years  old, -whom 
he  had  left  in  the  packet  /or  ever.     'Jlic  packet  was  thus 
again  left  by  itscltj  and  the  captain  determined  on  cutting 
the  cable :  this  was  a  work  of  some  time,  there  being 
only  small  pocket  knives  on  board.     The  task,  however, 
was  accomplished,   and  the  vessel  soon  drilled,  as  was 
afterwards  discovered,  towards  Ellesmcre.     At  this  time 
there  were  no  coals  on  board;  the  engine  furnace  was 
burnt  out.      Her  course  became  more  irregular  every 
yard  of  her  progress — the  waves  incessantly  dashing  over 
her,  and  there  were  several  feet  of  water  in  the  cabin. 
It  was  near  one  o'clock  when  the  tide  began  to  fiow,  and 
with  it  the  peril  of  those  on  board  increased.     The  vessel 
continued  striking  on  the  bank  as  the  waves  gave  the 
impetus;  eventually,  however,  she  took  ground  a  short 
distance  west  of  Stanlow-house,  and  the  faint  glimmerings 
of  a   hazy  moon,  which  now  dimly  rendered  "  darkness 
visible,"  oidy  served  to  make  their  situation  more  friglit- 
ful.     They  were  within  seventy  )»ards  of  the  shore,  and 
the  ^intermediate  distance  was  chiefly  composed   of  that 
species  of  mud  and  quicksands  called  a  land-sough  ;— it 
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.'.;    '/'.....■.■    .-        .'  ••    '.' i         Mas    nearly    four   o'clock.      The    captain    became    very  ic?"Q   ,  i\  t  2 ! 

>,cj/     >.    ^<■.•    ;    .      ■(,    .•'/-.^      -anxioiis  that  tlic  passengers  should  eudeas-our  to  reach  7   •'  ^;'-"     ■    ' 

■.'■  '■         .    '    '-■  .  ';•    V;,..,.    •■   .      the  sliore,  and  at  last  his  exhortations  had  effect.     Mr.  U','  , . . ,'.,'     '    *' 

'„■   /:',  ■■   .ir   ■   .'-    ,<',:.■;  ■:.,    ti      Nixon,  a  farmer  from  the  neighbouring  village  of  Stauney,  .■■<l,f(  ^ /.  <     r. 

'-..     '-.A-.'    u..  y' '  :  '  ■.;-,,:.,  ,,.,,       leapt  into  the  snrf,  and  gained  the  bank  in  safety;  he  was  /■'■r'.j_  ••-;.•>     ■ 

.-■,..<     ,  /,.'     ..^.■'.    ...,,„:     followed  by  Rlr.  Henry  Wliittell,  son  of  Dr.  VVhittell,  and  '^/"^-"/■•/' 

.'/o,i  c     /.  <-    -'    ■-'•,■   ^  .j^--.j    Mr.  W.  Leatherbarrow,  both  of  this  city,  and  with  equal  S'kS/rJ^^^.  '^i 

:-..,        „,    ..■  ■/ '  ...■^..  ^_  ,,^      good  fortune.     Although  at  this  time  the  wind  had  greatly  ^/./■<'-i'< 

.,'-/..■     .      ■    .  r,-.'..  ,.'■(.'.."...-.-   abated,  there  was  still  a  heavy  sea,  and  about  fourteen  '•■-■■■  ""^    'v- 

■  .  '"    .■.     ..  ..  •    '.  //     •,.•.>       persons  on   board.     The   captain  would  on  no  account       _.H 

,' /.'    ,."-■,      .;.'..'',,•■;•..■       ,,..■:..     leave  tlie  vessel,  and  having  a  weather  coat  on,  he  was  .  ^     /-o..-. 

-.■.'          •.          .■    '    ,-■   .4^:.-.     preparing  to  take  it  off:  but  when  he  had  stripped  it  over  -' ■^-' •'<^i-^,    ^.'A: 

,./■  ...■•/-■        ..•/,;      ....    ..  .,-,.•,.     bis  arms  nearly  to  his  shoulders,  it  is  conjectured  that  ""    ■'';'■''"" 

..-.-^  : '.          .-    ..V.  .-;    :■■  ..  /,-        being  benumbed,  or  the  lining  of  the  coat  gettijig  en-  "  "  ""j' -^  ; 

•,../.<;-.  .          ,                    tangled,  he  was  completely  pinioned,  and  a  heavy  sea  at  ,V.!T//c />.    '. 

that  moment  rushing  over  the  deck,  washed  liim  and  his  „..    ,,..;.    "^  ,  ., 

infant  son  into  the  sea,  where  they  perished.     The  vessel  //,,.-.    ^'. ,  /.  . 

soon  after  sunk  in  deeper  water,  and  amongst  the  other  <x  ^  '  ^--  i'-'.^ 
sutferer.s  on  board,  were  the  son  of  Mr.  Burt  (before  no- 
ticed), Mr.  W.  Davies,  a  millwright,  Mrs.  Deakin,  of 
Back  Brook-street,  Chester,  with  her  child  in  her  arms, 
the  blind  fiddler  who  attended  the  boat,  and  a  man  ad- 
vanced in  years — all  these  fell  victims  to  tlie  terrific 
storm.  The  disasters  of  that  dreadful  night  in  the  Aler- 
sey  and  on  the  coast  were  truly  appalling. 

1823.  On  Monday  the  24th  of  February,  the  coach  y^^- 

manufactory  of  Mr.  Parry,   in   Foregate-strect,  fur  the  A^„ 

third  lime,  was  completely  destroyed  by  fire.     The  fire  ^c/.: 

was  discovered  between  two  and  three  o'clock   in  the  ^a 

morning,  and  raged  with  such  fury,  that  the  whole  build-  0^. 

ing,  with  its  contents,  -were  totally  consumed  in  less  than  .>o,.U 

two  hours  ;  but  the  contiguous  dwellings  were  with  diffi-  7>c^^: 

culty  saved  from  destruction.     From  a  subsequent  exa-  •^'"' 

mination  as  to  the  origin  of  the  fire,  there  M-ere  strong  ■*"" 

rea--c)ns  lor  believing  it  had  been  piU'iHisely  communicated.  ~  - 

— Croat  rejoicings   took   place  in  this  city  on  the  26tli  of  "     ' 

April,  on   the  birth    of  a  son  to  Lord  Viscotmt  Eelgrave,  '•"""" 

/              /..  I.,  ,..^-.      and  of  course  presumptive  heir  to  the  house  of  Grosvenor.  '-^ . 

'*■    •''.'.""'■''    ./'    '",•?     Intensely  as  the  citizens  of  Chester  had  for  many  years  ^''^ 
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hccti  cn,q;i!^-0(l  in  ()arty  \rart;ire,  tlie  better  feelings  of  the 
lieart  upon  this  occasion  ti-luinphed  over  political  liosti- 
lily,  and  the  whole  city  appeared  to  be  in  one  mind  to 
shew  their  high  respect  to  this  noble  family  on  the  joyful 
occasion.  A  very  liberal  subscription  was  raised'  in 
which  all  ranks  and  parties  united,  for  tiie  inirpose  of 
giving  eclat  to  public  rejoicings  on  an  extended  scale. 
A  fine  ox  was  roasted  on  the  Roodee,  and  distributed  to 
the  populace,  with  a  suitable  quantity  of  bread,  to  \\hich 
were  appended  twenty  barrels  of  strong  ale.  Earl  Gros- 
venor,  la  the  midst  of  a  numerous  company  of  gentry, 
witnessed  this  scene  of  festivity,  with  all  its  concomitants 
of  fun  and  frolic,  from  the  roof  of  the  grand  stand,  uhere 
he  was  greeted  with  repeated  cheers  from  the  populace. 
A  grand  dinner  U'as  given  at  the  Royal  Hotel,  where  his 
lordship  was  present,  and  in  the  evening,  there  was  a 
splendid  display  of  fire  works  oh  the  Roodee.— On  the 
13th  of  May,  a  young  gentleman  of  the  name  ol'  Yate,  of 
considerable  jjersonal  accomjjlishments  and  good  connex- 
ions, met  with  a  premature  death,  by  the  upsetting  of  his 
boat  in  the  Dee,  opposite  the  Groves,  while  taking  an 
aquatic  excursion,  in  company  with  two  others.  He  had 
indiscreetly  hoisted  too  much  sail,  when  a  sudden  gust  of 
wind  upset  the  boat,  M-hich  sunk  in  deep  water.  The 
two  young  gentlemen  in  company  with  him  both  made 
the  shore  in  safety;  but  Mr.  Yate  immediately  went 
under  water,  and  could  not  be  found  for  at  least  an  hour 
afterwards.— During  the  spring  and  summer  of  this  year, 
the  Dawpool  steam  packet  station  occupied  a  considera- 
ble portion  of  public  atteiition  ;  the  committee,  which  had 
been  formed  in  the  preceding  year,  pressed  the  subject 
with  great  zeal  and  perseverance,  but  with  little  success, 
the  main  sinew  of  public  improvemenis  being  still  want- 
ing. The  merchants,  tradesmen,  and  post-masters  of 
t'lieslcr  wei'c  ajipealed  lo,  and  the  ad\autages  of  the 
scheme  placed  before  tlieui  in  the  most  advantageous 
light,  but  the  dull  Cestrians  had  no  taste  for  a  speculation 
which  required  tlie  advance  of  a  considerable  sum  before 
there  was  a  certainty  of  ample  remuneration.     Nor  were 
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the  good  i)Cople  of  Liverpool  more  disposed  to  enter  into 
the  uie:isuvc,  but  probably  for  a  very  different  reason  ; 
tlicy  did  not  appear  to  have  any  taste  for  transferring  the 
advantages  tlicy  were  in  possession  of  to  tlie  Dee.    At  all 
events,  I  am  not  aware  of  any  offers  from  individuals  on 
either  side  tiie  Mersey  that  promised  the  sliglitest  ehancc 
of  carrying  the  project  into  ellect.     As  the  last  expiring 
effort  to  forward  the  Dawpool  establishment,  it  was  re- 
solved to  hire  a  steam  vessel,  for  a  trip  from  the  proposed 
station  to  Dublin,  in  order  to  give  i\  practical  proof  of  the 
advantages  of  this  line.     So  jealor.s  were  the  Liverpool 
merchants  on  this  point  that  there  api)ears  to  have  been 
some  difficulty  in  engaging  a  suitable  vessel.     At  lengtii, 
however,   this  obstacle  vvas  surnmunted,  and  the  Munn- 
taineer  steam    packet,  of  one  hundred  horse  posver,  wa-. 
hired  for  the  voyage,  for  whicli  the  sum  of  110/.  was 
demanded  and  paid.     On  Sunday  tiie  3rd  of  August,  the 
packet  got  round  the  rock,  and  anchored  in  deep  v/titer 
at  Dawpool,  to  which  place  a  good  number  of  people 
from  Chester,  and  the  neighbourhood  repaired,  anxious 
to  procure  a  passage  in  this  voyage  of  experiment,  the 
tare  from  Chester  to  Dublin  and  back,  being  fixed  at  1/. 
5s,     At  twenty   minutes  before  eight  in  the  evening,  the 
paddles  vvere  in  mot  lor.,  and  the  ves?cl  proceede<l  majes- 
tically along  liie  bosom  ot  the  lake  on  her  way  to  Dublin. 
In  an  account  subse(]nently  published  of  the  voyage,  it  is 
said,  that  the  wind  blew  a  heavy  gale  direct  in  the  teeth 
of  the  ship,  antl  continued  to  increase  till  near  the  com- 
pletion of  the  passage.     The  packet  arrived  at  Howlh  at 
htilf-past  2  p.m.  on  Monday  ;  a  chaise  was  then  procured 
which   reached  the  Dublin   post-office   at  a  quarier  past 
three   o'clock,  and  where  the  certificate  of  tirtie,  6.:c.  ^vas 
signed.     Tlie  published  account  states,  "  liad  tiiere  been 
moderate   wctither,  it  is   the  opinion  of  the  experieiiccil 
captain,  that  the  newspapers  would  have  been  in  Dubhn 
post-oilice  at   eight   o'clock  in  the  murning,  instead  oi  a 
quarter  before  three  in  the  evening,  giving  an  additional 
advantagi!  of  nearly  seven  honn  in  favour  of  the  Dawpooi 
packet ;"  and  it  is  added,  "The  violent  state  of  the  wiiul 
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v/as  liillwv  (iivourablo  to  the  e.vj)crinicrit  than  uthcrwi.-:;c-. 
iiiasjinich  as  it  j)rovc(l,  tiiat  with  this  great  obstacle  atjaiiist 
h,  tlie  pacl.ct  was  enabled  to  deliver  the  London  evening 
papers  of  Saturday  in  Dublin,  about  four  hours  earlier 
than  those  by   the  way  of  Shrewsbury  and  Holyhead !" 
The  hospitality  with  which  the  warm-liearted  citizens  ot 
Dublin  treated  our  Cestrian  voyagers  was  highly  spoken 
of:  and  many  rcsjiectablc  individuals  are  said  tc  have 
hailed  this  passage  of  experiment  as  an  earnest  of  an  ac- 
celerated intercourse  witli  England.     JMucIi,  howcvei-,  as 
they  seemed  enamoured  -with  the  projects,  none  came 
forward  with  their  pecuniary  offers  to  briug  thi?  embryo 
scheme  into  active  existence.    At  six  o'clock  on  Tuesday 
evening,  the  Mountaineer  left  Howth  on  its  return,  and, 
after  a  pleasant  voyage,  arrived  at  Gayton  lane  end  at  half 
past  eight  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning,  completing 
the  voyage  home  in  about  tlurtecn  hours  aiid  a  lialf,  ami 
passing  ever  Chester  bar  in  a  gallant  style,  with  some  six 
or  seven  feet  water  under  the  vessel's  keel.     After  this 
voyage,  some  vigorous  attempts  were  made,  on  paper,  to 
stimulate  the  public  to  raise  the  funds  necessary  for  eflect- 
inga  permanent  cstablislinicnt  at  Dawpoo],  but  there  does 
not  ajipcar  to  have  been  the  slightest   progress  made 
towards  that  object.     Cliester  is  a  place  by  no  means 
distinguii^hed  for  speculative  enterprize  ;  and  for  reasons 
already  assigned,  the  scheme  never  could  be  expected  to 
be  a  favourite  with  the  leviathans  of  Livei-pool.     Hoav- 
ever,  as  there  appear  to  be  several  circumstances  favour- 
able to  the  plan,  it  may  possibly  be  taken  up  by  our  more 
spu-itod  descendants,  and  the  voya^'e  of  experiment  may 
still  remain   as  a  pernianent  data,   on  Avliicli  to  found  a 
future  proceeding.— On  (he  30tii  of  Sept.  the  coming  of 
:igo  of  K,  H.  Barnston,  son  and  heir  of  Col.  Barnstcn,  v/as 
eelebrated  in  the  city  with  lively  demonstrations  of  attach- 
ment.    A  line  ox  was  en  the  preceiling  evening  set  down 
to  roast  on  the  Roodee,  and  on  the  day  just  mentioned, 
at  about  one  o'clock,  cut  up  and  distributed  to  the  po- 
pulace, with  21   Ijarreii  of  strong  ale.     Eighteen  iine 
^lieep  \voie  roasted  at  so  aumy  public  houses,  \vl;r!'c  the 
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iiitiuls  ai  the  laniily  dined;  a  grand  dinner  n'.us  also 
fiiviMi  at  t!ic  Albion  Hotel;  and  in  the  evening,  liiere  was 
a  s[)iendid  di-jplay  of  fire- works  on  the  Roodce. 

1824.  Tliis  year  furnishes  but  few  local  incidents 
worthy  of  notice,  the  firstof  which  is  the  ascent  of  Mr. 
Sadler,  hi  his  balloon,  from  the  esplanade  in  front  of  the 
castle.  This  took  place  on  the  7th  of  June,  and  although 
these  EEvial  excursions  had  become  very  general  in  diffe- 
rent parts  of  the  kingdom,  yet  an  interval  of  39  years  had 
elapsed  since  a  similar  ascent  had  taken  place  in  Chester. 
The  balloon  v/as  inflated  by  leathern  pipes  from  the  gas 
works,  at  a  very  short  distance,  and  a  few  minutes  after 
six  o'clock,  the  adventurous  aeronaut  ascended.  The  ve- 
hicle took  a  direction  S.  E.  and  after  being  borne  aloft 
for  little  more  than  an  hour,  he  gradually  and  without 
injury  descended  near  Utkinton ;  from  ihencc  vv'ith  the 
assistance  of  the  country  people  lie  iirocceded  with  his 
balloon  to  Tarporley,  and  returned  the  same  evening  to 
Chester.  At  the  time  when  these  ;t>rial  ascents  were  in 
their  infancy,  great  expectations  vv'ere  held  out  that  they 
might  eventually  be  turned  to  some  practical  objects  of 
advantage ;  but  this  hope  liaving  long  since  vanished, 
there  can  be  no  motive  to  justify  any  individual  to  tempt 
the  dangerous  element.     A  few  months  after  his  ascent 

froin  Chester,  Mr.  Sadler  fell  a  victim  to  his  own  teme-  

rity,  while  engaged  in  a  similar  enterprizc  in  Lancashire.  ^-\^2-^:-^  -         ^^^ 

— On  the  28tu  of  June,  a  most  frightful  accident  occurred  "  •         --- '  ^,    .j^ 

on  the  Dee,  at  the  Lower  Ferry,  by  which  thirteen indivi-     ,,  f;  ^  ■•':■■•■■'.  ^ 

duals  lost  their  lives.     A  kind  of  regatta  had  been  held  |4. 
on  the  above  day,  after  which  a  considerable  portion  of    '*.       . 

the  company  had  adjourned  to  the  Ferry-house,  where  ^  '^^^Ci^^^ij^i^^,  v  .^,  :  .>i;<!^* 
drinking  and  dancing  were  indulged  in  till  a  late  hour. 
About  eleven  o'clock,  the  tide  running  Avith  great  impe- 
tuosity, a  boat,  containing  about  seventeen  persons, 
[nishod  from  tlic  shore,  with  a  view  of  crossing,  and  M-hile 
on  the  \viiy  there  was  a  struggle  among  some  of  the  un- 
forlunalc  men  Avith  (he  boys  wlio  had  the  management  of 
the  vessel,  for  the  supremacy  of  the  oars  :  in  this  they 
succeeded,  but  in  their  awkward  aticrapt?  to  evade  tlie 
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powev  of  the  tide,  tliey  were  driven  wiili  -ical  vJoIl'iicc, 
so  as  absolutely  to  stove  in  the  side  of  the  hoat  (.gainst  th'e 
cliaiii  cable  of  the  Thetis  sloop  lying  in  liie  river,  which 
was  waiting  for  her  cargo,  and  tlie  whole  were  instantly 
overwhelmed.  Such  exertions  were  made  as  the  lateness 
ot  the  honr,  and  the  suddenness  of  the  accident  rendered 
available,  but  only  four,  chiefly  boys,  were  saved.  Anion"- 
the  victims  were  two  fine  young  women,  one  of  whom 
was  attended  by  her  lover;  and  it  is  a  singular  fact,  they 
were  found  in  one  spot,  as  if  determined  that  even  iii 
death  they  would  not  be  divided;  while  their  ill-fated 
companions  were  either  lying  far  from  them,  or  were 
swept  away  by  the  tide.— Sept.  2,  the  coach  maniilhctory 
of  Messrs.  Parry  &  Truss,  for  the/f;«r^/*  time  was  burnt 
down,  when  the  whole  building  with  its  valuable  contents 
were  entirely  consumed :  the  fire  was  discovered  ;>t  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  but  its  origin,  like  that  of  the 
preceding  ones,  could  not  be  traced  to  any  satisfactory 
cause.  It  was  strongly  suspected  to  be  the  Mork  of  an 
incendiary. 

IS25.  At  the  spring  assizes  in  this  year,  a  cause  was 
tried  in  the  county  court,  which  in  its  results  went  to 
establish  the  right  of  strangers  to  carry  on  business  within 
the  city,  without  being  compelled  to  purchase  their  free- 
dom. The  action  was  brought  by  George  Harrison,  and 
John  Larden,  Esqrs.  treasurers  of  the  city  of  Chester, 
against  Thomas  Williams,  tanner,  for  carrying  on  trade 
within  the  city,  not  being  free,  and  sought  to  recover  the 
penalty  of  5/.  for  tlie  same,  being  a  breach  of  a  bve-law 
of  the  corporation,  by  which  they  were  empowered  to 
exclude  persons,  not  freemen,  from  trading.  The  cause 
broke  down  after  the  examination  of  four  witnesses  ou 
behalf  of  the  plaintilfs,  who,  without  procec(hng  further, 
were  non-suited.  Since  this  decision,  no  attempt  has 
been  made  to  entoree  the  purchase  of  trcedoni,  nor  is  it 
ever  likely  again  to  be  attempted.  It  has  always  been 
held,  and  with  much  appearance  of  truth,  that  the  exact- 
ing of  large  sums  of  money  from  strangers,  previous  to 
:hei''  entering  into  trade,  lias  operated  prejudicially  to  dio 
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jirospciily  aiul  intorcsU  of  tlie  city  ;  unil  it'  so,  ii  is  ;i  sub- 
ject of  i,'TUtii!alion,  that  t!ic  practice;  lias  ceased  to  exist. — 
Early  in  June,  a  number  ot  our  /Vo  Poyjcrj/ citizens  pre- 
sented two  fine  clieeses,  one  to  his  royal  hiyhncss  the 
Duke  of  York,  and  tlie  otiier  to  the  Bishop  of  the  diocese, 
for  their  determined  o|;position  to  the  Catholic  claims. 
The  duke's  present  weighed  1321b.  and  the  bishop's  nearly 
as  much,  and  were  i'lwc  specimens  of  the  staple  coninio- 
clity  of  the  county. — The  bill  for  erecting  a  new  bridge 
over  the  Dee,  repairing  the  old  one,  the  removal  of  St. 
Bridget's  church,  and  llic  erection  of  the  new  church, 
])asscd  both  houses  of  parliament  in  the  month  of  June. 
— During  this  year,  a  new  steam  packet,  called  the  St. 
David,  plied  between  Chester  and  Bagillt,  for  the  convey- 
ance of  passengers  and  luggage.  The  vessel  was  built 
principally  by  tradesnieo,  and  was  held  in  shares ;  Mr. 
Sarslield,  a  lieutenant  in  the  royal  navy,  was  appointed 
to  command  her.  This  proved  a  seriously  losing  spccu- 
laticn  to  the  proprietors,  the  receipts  proving  inadequate 
to  meet  the  current  charges.  The  packet,  however,  con- 
tinued to  be  employed  to  its  original  purpose,  and  in 
occasional  trip:?  to  Liver])ool,  Bangor,  &c.  until  the  month 
of  December  the  following  year,  when  the  saintly  vessel 
Avas  brought  to  the  hammer,  to  the  no  small  loss  of  the 
speculating  projjrietors. 

182G.  In  the  spring  of  this  year,  the  extreme  depres- 
sion of  the  silk  trade  in  the  towns  of  Macclesfield  and 
Congleton,  had  thrown  half  the  population  into  a  state  of 
absolute  starvation,  and  so  exhausted  both  parochial  and 
individual  funds,  as  to  threaten  most  disastrous  conse- 
(iuenccs.  An  appeal  to  the  sympathies  of  the  citizens  of 
Chester  being  made  on  their  behalf,  a  charitable  ball  ^vas 
<lecided  upon,  of  which  the  mayoress,  Mrs.  Fletcher,  and 
several  of  the  leading  ladies  in  the  city  became  patron- 
esses. On  ihe  -lih  of  May  this  charitable  assembly  was 
.held  in  the  assembly-room  at  the  town-hall,  which  \\as 
numerously  attended  and  ably  sujjported.  Including  do- 
nations of  100/.  from  the  Earl  and  Countess  of  Grosvenor, 
and  ^M,  fi'om   Lord  and   l^ady  Belgrave,  the   proceeds 
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iunountcd  to  ii])\v;inl>^  of  fj-lO/;  iiiid  tliat  tlu've  Diiglu  ii; 
110  drawback  from  tliis  emanation  of  public  benevolence, 
libera!  refreshments  were  furnished  at  the  sole  expence  of 
Mr.  Fletcher,  the  mayor,  who  was  also  at  the  cliargc  of 
lighting  the  rooms,  and  defraying  the  demamis  of  the 
musicians,  of  whom  there  was  a  most  respectable  orches- 
tra. The  money  was  remitted  to  the  resi)ectivc  com- 
mittees in  Macclesfield  and  Conglcton,  and  jiroved  a 
seasonable  relief. — In  Rlay,  this  year,  the  Chester  water- 
works bill  passed  both  iiouscs  of  parliament. — A  melan- 
choly event,  which  apjiears  to  involve  the  crime  of 
murder,  but  which  has  ever  since  continued  to  be  wrapt 
in  mystery,  marked  the  conclusion  of  this  year.  Early 
on  the  morning  of  the  9th  of  December,  the  body  of  a 
young  man  of  about  twenty  years  of  age,  of  the  name  of 
Thomas  Reeves,  who  had  occasionally  been  employed  in 
diiierent  breweries,  was  discovered  in  that  part  of  the 
canal  nearly  opj)osite  the  Phoenix  Tower,  and  not  more 
than  about  a  yard  from  the  shore  on  the  towing  path  side. 
On  the  discovery  of  the  body  by  some  passengers,  it  vas 
dragged  out  of  the  water,  and  conveyed  to  Mr.  Musgrave's 
timber  yartl,  where  it  was  a  few  hours  afterwards  recog- 
nized by  the  distressed  mother  of  the  deceased,  who  on  the 
first  report  of  such  an  occurrence,  and  knowing  that  her 
son  had  not  been  at  h(jme  during  the  night,  repaired  to 
the  spot,  when  her  fearful  apprehensions  were  realized. 
The  circumstance  of  a  severe  wound  on  the  head,  the 
tattered  apjiearance  of  some  parts  of  his  apparel,  and 
above  all,  the  finding  his  hat  upon  the  walls,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  about  eighty  yards  from  the  place  opposite  to 
which  he  was  found,  near  to  the  bottom  of  Abbey-street, 
naturally  suggested  a  suspicion,  that  after  a  struggle  ^vith 
some  murderous  villains,  from  whom  he  had  attempted 
to  run  away,  he  had  been  thrown  over  the  parapet  wall. 
At  this  jireciso  place,  the  perpendicular  height  from  which 
he  must  have  been  precipitated,  to  the  bank  of  the  canal, 
is  from  fifteen  to  sixteen  yards,  and  his  being  found  in  the 
water  may  well  be  accounted  for,  from  the  certainty  that 
in  his  fall  he  nmst  have  struck  against  a  projecting  rock, 
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wliich  is  about  c(iui-distunt  hclwcca  the  loi;  <.t  the  wall 
and  Ihe  ground  below,  Laving  lirst  lltoiithc  towuig-paih, 
and  then   rolled   into  the  canal.     In  a  close  investigation 
by  a  coroner's  inciucst,  nothing  was  elicited  that  could 
lead  to  any  satisfactory  conclusion  as  to  the  cause  ot  tlie 
young  man's  death;  but  the  testimony  of  one  witness, 
independent  of  the  circumstances  above  noted,  strength- 
ens the  suspicion  that  his  end  u  as  occasioned  by  violence  : 
that  witness  deposed,  that  at  the  hour  of  half-past  two  on 
the  same  morning,  while  waiting  at  the  door  ot  Mr. 
Snape's  brewery,  he   observed   three  men,  under  very 
suspicious  circumstances,  in  very  great  haste,  all  coming 
in  a  direction  from  the  place  where  the  tragical  occur- 
rence is  sui)posed  to  have  taken  place.-In  the  month  ot 
June,  the  citizens  had  another  delectable  treat  in  the  shape 
of  a  contested  election  tbr  members  of  parliament,  m 
which  Lord  Belgrave  and  the  Hon.  Robert  Grosvenor 
were  the  successful  candidates.     Some  part  of  the  pro- 
ceedings were  excessively  turbulent,  and  upon  one  occa- 
sion  it  was   found  necessary  to   c;dl  in  the  aid  of  the 

military.  . 

1827.  The  only  incident  worthy  of  recording  during 
this  year,  was  the  laving  the  first  stone  of  that  stupendous 
edifice,  the  new  bridge  over  the  Dec.     Of  this  ceremony 
the  principal  object  of  which  will  carry  down  to  posterity 
the  spirit  and  taste  of  the  present  age,  though  it  has  before 
been  incidentally  touched  upo^'.  ^  ^^''^'^  S^^e  a  detailed 
account,  as  it  may  long  remain  a  subject  of  interest  to 
our  descendants,  while  this  great  work  of  art  shall  here- 
after be  contemplated  with  admiration.     At  the  request 
of  the  committee,  the  Right  Hon.  Earl  Grosvenor  was 
invited  to  lay  the   stone,  and  the  1st  of  October  was  the 
day  fixed  for  the  occasion.     Soon  after  eleven  o'clock  all 
the  schools  and  clubs  of  the  city  were  assembled  in  the 
Abbey-stiuare,  and  about  half-past  twelve  Earl  Gn.^svenor 
arrived  at  the  Exchange,  Mhere  the   cor[)oratian  were 
assembled  to   receive  him.     His  lordship's  approach  ^^•as 
announced  at  the  May-pole  in  Handbridgc  by  the  soun.l 
of  the  bugle,  in  ans\ver  to  which  th.e  castle  guns  fired 
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nine   rounds,  and  a  dutachmcnt   of  the  Royal   FiisileoiJ. 
immediately  took  tlicir  station  on  tlic  elevated  ground  on 
the  ojipositc  side  of  tlie  river.     The  api)eavance  of  tlie 
military  had  a  most  imposing  efl'cct,  and  liad  the  re>cni- 
bkuicc  of  a  fixed  wall.     At   two  o'clock   t!ie  ]nucc?siiMi 
began  to  move  :  the  school?  led  the   van,    preceded  by 
colours  and  bands  of  music,  followed  by  the  members  ot 
eighteen  friendly  societie?,  v/ith  their  respective  flags  and 
banners;    the  corporation,   in    their  habiliments;    Mr. 
Trubsluiw,  the  builder,  and  Mr.  Hartley,  the  Burveyor ; 
the  foreman  of  the  works,  carrying  the  trowel  on  a  velvet 
cushion ;  the  Earl  Grosvenor,  supported  by  W.  VV.  Cur- 
ric,  Esq.   chairman  of  the   original  committee,  and  the 
Rev.  Prebendary  Blomfield,  followed  by  the  committee 
of  the  commissioners  ;  the  whole  attended  by  an  immense 
concourse  of  people  from  the  city  and  neighbourhood. 
V»'hile  the  ceremony  was  performing,  re;)eated    voUies 
were  fired  by  the  military,  and  from  the  great  guns  of 
the  castle,  under  the  direction  of  Capt.  Henderson.     The 
collcr-dam  which  M'as   designated  as  tlic   place   for-the 
stone,  was  api)roachable  only  by  a  platform  of  from  fif- 
teen  to  twenty  yards  from  the  shore,  and  the  stone  itself 
of  the  dimensions  of  9  feet  in  length,  and  3  feet  G  inches 
in  breadth,  was  moved  forward  by  a  crane,  on  a  tram- 
road  of  balks.     On  the  stoue  being  moved,  Mr.  Trubshaw 
placed   the  mortar  on  the  foundation,  and  his  lordship 
proceeded  to  spread  it  on  the  surface,  giving  the  immense 
stone  the  usual    three   gentle  taps.     The  silver  trowel, 
which  was  tastefully  executed  by  Mr.  Lowe,  goldsmith, 
and  engraved  by  Mr.  Dean,  had  tlie  following  inscription 
upon  it :— "  With  this  trowel  was  laid  the  first  stone  of 
the  new  bridge  over  the  river  Dec  at  Chester,  by  the 
Right  Honourable  Robert  Earl  Grosvenor,  on  the  first  of 
October,  A.D.  IS27,  in  the  eighth  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
most  gracious   Majesty  King   George  the  Fourth,  and  ia 
the  mayoralty  of  Thomas  Francis,  Esquire.— Thomas  Har- 
lisou,  architect;  James  Trubshaw,  builder;  Jesse  Hart- 
ley,  surveyor;    John    Flnchett-Maddock,    clerk    to  the 
comn'.i=siouers."     Immediately   after  the  ceremony,  the 
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Jlov.  I'reheiuhu-y  Bloinfiel'l  oflcred  up  the  toliowing  dodi- 
calory  [n-ayer  :— "  Miniglity  God,  the  creator  and  dosigiioi 
oi  the   world,  a-,id  oCall  t!iat  is  llierci'.!,  we  now  prcsiunc 
to  entreat  tby  blessing  upon  this  underiaking.     Wc  ac- 
knowledge tluU  except  the  Lord  build  the  house,  their 
labour  is  but  lost  that  build  it:  look  down,  therefore,  wc 
beseech  thee,  witli  a  favourable  eye  upon  this  beginning 
of  our  work.     A:;  thou  hast  given  man  the  skill  to  design 
it,  give  him  also  the  power  to  execute  it,  that  it  may 
stand  to  future  ages  the  memorial  of  what  great  things 
man   can  do  when  t!:e  Lord'3  blessing  1?  upon  his  under- 
takings :     And,  as  whatever  tends  to  the  accouunodation 
and   cbmfurt   of   thy    creatures,  contributes  also  to  thy 
honour  and   glory,  accept,  we  beseech  thee,  and  approve 
our  oflTering.     As   this   first  stone  is  laid  in  faith,  let  us 
humbly  look  for  thy  assistance  tov^ards  the  conipletiou  ot 
that  which  is  built  thereon;  and  as  this  work  of  men's 
hands  will  join   together  those  whom  the  water  divides, 
let  it  be  a  token  to  us  of  that  firm  fellowship  and  christian 
charity,  in  which  we  should  be  united  together,  as  the 
servants  and  children  of  one  gracious  Lord  and  Waster  •._ 
and  may  the  glorious   majesty  of  the  Lord  our  God  be 
upon  us— prosper  thou   the  work  of  our  hands  upon  us; 
O  prosper   thou  our  handy-work,   through   Jesus  Christ 
our  Lord."     'When  the  prayer  was  finished,  Lord  Gros- 
venor  addressed  the  multitude,  and  said,  "After  the  excel- 
lent prayer  which   had  been  delivered,  he  should  trouble 
that  great   assembly  with  but  a  few  word^— he  sincerely 
hoped  that  the  vast  arcli  about  to  be  raised  on  the  stone 
he  had  just   jilaecd,   would  be  as  solid,  firm,  and  perma- 
nent,  as   he  had  no  duubt  it  would  be  beautiful  and  mag- 
nificent; he  also  [)rayed  God  that  he  would  shower  down 
his  blessings  on  the  undertaking,  and  ])articularly  that  no 
evil  accident  might  befall  any  of  the  jjcrsons  employed  in 
ihe  e-jusiruetion   of  it."     The  following  coins  were  now 
depusited   in  a  cavity  cut,  in  the  foundatiosi  stone :— a  tar- 
thing,  halfpemiy,  and   p-enny  ;  silver   penny,  twopenny, 
fourpenny,  and  sixpenny  pieces  ;  shilling,  half-cror-'n,  and 
five-shilling  pieces;  a  haU-sovcrcign,  and  a  sovcr.  ii^n. 
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On  the  plate  wliich  enclosed  the  coins  wiis  an  inscriptioii 
similar  in  substance  to  tliat  cngi-n'cd  on  the  trowel.  A 
salute  of  twelve  guns  was  fired  while  the  stone  was  laying, 
and  three  vollics  by  the  Fusilcers,  which,  v;ith  the  sound? 
of  soft  music  heard  at  intervals,  and  the  shouts  of  the 
assembled  multitude,  reverberated  along  die  Avinding 
I  banks  of  Deva,  whilst  the  procession  left  the  site.     As  it 

proceeded  past  tlie  intended  new  church,  the  workmen 
mounted  the  walls  of  the  rising  edifice,  and  cheered  most 
heartily  ;  and  on  its  way  through  Nicliolas-strect,  Water- 
gate-street, and  Nortligate-street,  to  the  Exchange,  his 
lordship  and  the  whole  of  the  procession  were  hailed  with 
_    t  c\  ery  demonstration  of  respect  and  attention — cheering, 

clapping  of  hands,  and  waving  of  handkerchiefs  prevailed 
throughout  the  whole  line  of  march.  In  Northgate-slreet, 
the  head  of  the  procession  opened  its  column.s,  and  tiie 
corporation  and  commissioners  passed  tlirougli  into  the 
Exchange,  when  the  mayor  took  his  seat  on  the  bench, 
and  presented  to  Lord  Grosvcnor  tliC  trowel— remarking, 
that  he  had  no  doubt  his  lordship  would  preserve  it  as  a 
token  of  what  had  just  occurred,  as  well  as  of  the  conspi- 
cuous part  he  had  taken  in  laying  the  foundation  of  an 
erection,  which  would  stand  as  a  monument  to  future 
ages  of  the  spirited  conduct  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city 
of  Chester.  His  lordship  briefly  replied,  that  he  received 
it  with  great  pleasure,  and  should  keep  it  not  only  as  a 
token  of  what  had  trans])ircd  that  day,  but  as  a  pledge  of 
tlic  union  which  subsisted  between  his  house  and  the  city 
of  Chester,  which  it  was  his  most  anxious  wish  to  main- 
tain; and  he  assured  his  worship  that  no  exertion  should 
be  wanting  on  his  part  to  further  the  prosperity  of  the 
.h.^^  J^  ^t.^  'j^tc,:>,.  city  of  Chester.  The  festivities  of  the  day  were  concluded 
LrJ^U,  Qj CI '" /^  .  / Odo.        by  a  sjjlendid  dinner  at  the  Royal  Hotel. 

1S2S.  The  summer  of  this  year  was  remarkable  for 
■^lorms  of  thunder,  lightning,  and  rain.  The  first  ot  these 
occurred  on  the  2atli  of  June,  when  a  good  deal  of  injury 
was  done  in  the  city  and  neighbourhood  by  the  electric 
fhiid,  and  by  the  floods,  which  overflowed  the  lovv  grounds, 
and  did  much  mischief  to  the  growing  crop i.     Ijut  a  slii! 
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*nnrc  soricus  Jitul  destructive  sturin  was  witnessed  on  the    ,  /^I^.^  <o     /er^Q      .'.'',....    //^     (',..,/ 
•jiJtli  and  25lli  of  July.     During- the  former  day  and  nii,du, 
the  rains  were  almost  incessant,  but  on  the  latter,  the 
descent  v.as  so  tremendous  iu  (he   city  as  to  give  it  the 
appearance  of  one  unbroken  sheet  of  water.     About  noon 
a  storm   of  hail  came  on,  and  such  was  its  violence,  lliat 
considerable  damage  was  done  by  the  demolition  of  glass. 
Our  streets  were  literally  impassable  by  reason  of  imjje- 
tuous  torrents  with  wliich  they  were  inundated,  and  the 
market  people  compelled  to  seek  shelter  in  tlie  dilFercnt 
rows.     In  the  course  of  the  afternoon,  about  fifteen  yards    .  // ' 
of  the  city  walls,  situate  between  Abbey-street  and  the     ''C  c , 
Phoenix  Tower,  fell  dov.'ii  with  a  terrible  crash,  into  Mr.     ,w, , 
Harrison's  rope-walk,  faking  away  not  oidy  tlic  parapet     /_    ^, 
'wall,  but  the  whole  of  the  outside  masonry  work  to  that     .^ 
extent,  and  also  the  flags  on  the  walking  path  nearly  to 
half  Its   breadth  ;  the  earth   beneath  having   been   com- 
pletely excavated  and  washed  away  by  the  descending 
torrent.     About  the  same  time,  and  from  a  similar  cause, 
a   portion  of  Jilr.  Fletcher's  garden  wall,  on  the  Parkgatc     'V> .  ■ 
road,  shared  the  same  fate.     In  the  evening  of  Saturday,     <  ■  w 
many  of  the  half-drowned  country  people  who  attended    ,    // 
our  market,  had  serious  obstacles  to  encounter  in  return-      ->  ^  ^ 
ing  to  their  homes,  the  rising  floods  in  several  directions 
having  intercepted  their  approach  to  then:.     At  Bache 
Pool  the  turnpike  road  was  overflo\vcd  to  the  depth  of 
from  three  to  four  feet,  and  from  the  strength  of  the  cur- 
rent, which  carried  away  a  great  part  of  the  wall  in  front 
of  Mr.  Hughes's  mansion,   the  fording  the  water  with  a 
good  cart  or  other  carriage  was  no  inconsiderable  adven- 
ture.    A  still  greater  difficulty  was  opposed  to  the  resi- 
dents on  the  Sands,  nearly  the  whole  of  that  flat  dibirlct 
being  laid  under  water  from  below  the  sluice-house  to 
the  extent  of  what  is  termed  the  first  take-in.     On  Sun- 
d.iy  morning,  however,  this  region  presented  a  still  more 
:ii)indling  appearance  ;  at  Blacou  Point  the   wat';v    \vas 
from  three  to  four  feet  deep,  and  the  lower  jjarts  of  tlie 
dwellings  of  the  farmers  were  flooded,  and  it  was  ascer- 
■taincd  by  a  gentleman  who  resided  on  the  spot  at  X\vi 
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■inie  of   the  grcal  flm.,1  i„  i;95  (the  largest  ever  know,,, 
"ial  on    that  day   llie  v/atcrs  ;vci-c  several  inches  l,i.,her 
than  al   (iic  funner  period.     Evorv  attempt  to  secure^mv 
part  of  the  ai,M'icidtui-al  produce  was  perfectly  inipractiea- 
blc,  nor  was   it  a    (ask   of  easy  performance  U,  Fave  the 
lives  of  the  cattle,  in  which  it  was  iiccessnrv  to  enipiov  -i 
boat  tliat  had  been  drawn  out  of  the  Dee  for  t!ie  purp<,'.e 
An    immense    quantity    of  hay   and  other  j.roduee  werc^ 
ontirely  spoiled  or  waslied  away.     Tiie  freslies  in  the  Dee 
vere  remarkably  o-,cat ;  on   the  Sunday,   a  cock  ofhav 
apparently  in  its  original  size  and  form,  was  seen  fioatin'- 
<lown,  upon  the  top  of  which  ^vcre  observed  two  leverets" 
which  iiad  no  doubt  taken  refuge  there  to  preserve  them- 
selves from  thewatcry  element,  when  some  persons  bein- 
on  the  spot  in  a  boat,  the  little  fugitives  were  rescued  froin 
t.ieir  perilous  situation.-On   the  3Uth  Septeniber.  a  fire 
broke  out  in  the  oil  and  drug  warehouses  of  Mr.  Thomas 
Cowers,  situated   in   that  section   of  the  citv  bounded  by 
the   lower   part  of  Northgatc-strcet,  Eastgate-strcet.  and 
Werburgh's-strect,  a:ul  near  to  Pcp))er.allev.     'J'he  warc- 
Jiouscswere  stored  With   drugs,  oils,  saltpetre,   splits   of 
Avine,  turpentine,  and  other  articles  of  a  highly  inilamma- 
ble  nature.     The  fire  was  discovered  about  fonr  o'clock 
in  the  morning;  and  when  the  scene  and  extent  of  dan- 
ger ^verc  ascei-tained,  the  strongest  feeling  of  alarm  and 
apprehension  was  create.l,  as  it  was  justly    feared    the 
c.oseness  of  the  surrounding  buildings,  the  contiguity  of 
another  warehouse  of  a  similar  description,  and  the  inten- 
sity of  the  flames,  endangered  the  houses  and  property  i„ 
the  whole  neighbourhood.     The  engines  were  soon  u poii 
the  spot,  but  there  being  a  short  suj.plv  of  water,  ilHr 
operation  for  some  time  was  extremelv'inefiiclLui      iJv 
SIX  o'clock,  the  four  upper  rooms  of  the  larger  xvarcJiou.J 
and   the  whole  of  the  smaller  cue.  m  ith\h,ir  contents' 
•'I'lH'ared   ;is  one   co.,s(,liduted  sheet  of  Ikuuc,  sending  up 
its   spiral   columns  high  above  the  surrotmding  bnildin-s 
■nu!  Illuminating  the  atmosphere  for  a  considerable  dis- 
tance.    The  back  part  of  Mr.  Eowcrs's  d\vclling-hou.e 
■»'as  not  more  than  three  yards  from  llic  burning  pijo. 
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niul  Mr.  Walker's  adjuiiR'd  it.  against  the  lodgiiii^'-ruinn:; 
of  hdlh  of  wliicli  the  flames  played  with  great  violence. 
'I'wo  window  frames  of  the  former  gentleman  were  half 
burnt  tin'oiigli,  almost  every  pane  of  glass  shivered  to 
pieces,  and  tiie  curtains  of  a  bed  near  one  of  the  M'indows, 
were  once  actually  in  a  blaze.  Before  the  I'oof  fell  in,  the 
upper  floors  had  successively  given  way,  and  the  ground 
floor  of  the  warehouses  now  sustained  the  burning  mass 
of  the  intci'ior  of  the  building.  Under  these  was  a  cellar, 
leading  to  which  were  a  -svooden  staircase  and  stairs.  In 
this  cellar  was  deposited  a  great  number  of  hogsheads  of 
oil,  and  a  quantity  of  turjictitinc,  &c.  kc.  and  it  is  easy  to 
contemiilute  the  horrific  consequences,  if  these  inflanuua- 
ble  materials  had  been  ignited,  and  added  their  influence 
to  the  already  extended  calamity.  What  renders  the 
jireservation  of  these  from  the  flames  extraordinary  is, 
that  the  staircase  and  stairs  were  nearly  consumed,  and 
that  eome  of  the  articles  just  inentioned,.were  within  a 
yard  of  the  burning  materials  :  and  in  addition  to  this, 
the  flooring  of  the  cellars,  ivhich  was  also  of  wood  had 
not  taken  Are.  To  the  well-directed  energies  of  the 
engines  on  this  point  of  danger  may  be  ascribed  this  ex- 
traordinary and  favourable  result.  About  seven  o'clock 
the  great  object  of  confuiiiig  the  disaster  •\^■lthin  the  walls 
of  the  building  \\'as  happily  acconiplishei! :  a  part  ul  the 
Avails  of  the  warehouses  oidy  remained  standing  ;  but  all 
the  other  closely  connected  mass  of  buildings  ^\'as  placed 
in  a  state  of  safely.  While  the  raging  element  was  com- 
pleting its  A'.ork  of  destruction  in  the  rear,  and  especially 
during  the  period  of  its  threatening  aspect,  the  front  of 
Northgatc-strcet  presented  a  picture  of  desolation  and 
ruin.  The  persons  inhal)iting  houses  and  occupying 
shops  contiguotis  to  the  fire,  were  anxiously  employed  in 
removing  their  stocks  and  furuitiu'e.  Most  of  the  ncigli- 
l)nui-;iig  lu)U.Nes  apart  frr.iu  the  danger,  wore  sto\".'cil  Avith 
various  articles  ;  Si.  Peter's  church-)ard,  liie  commercial 
buildings,  the  White  Lion  yard,  and  other  vacant  places 
were  crowded  whh  j)romiscuous  heaps  of  goods  of  all 
descriptions,   wliicli,  however,    were  safely   guarded   by 
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(letaclimonts  of  the  S/tli  regiment.  Before  Mr.  Bowcrs's 
family,  or  that  of  any  others  hi  the  immediate  vicinit;. 
were  apprized  of  tiie  calamity,  the  tire  had  acquired 
great  power,  and  they  were  aroused  from  their  slumbers 
only  to  behold  the  impeiidhig  danger  with  which  they 
•were  tlircatened.  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  say,  that  under 
such  terrific  appearances  tlie  first  imiiulse  was  to  secure 
the  personal  safety  of  each  member  of  every  family,  par- 
ticularly the  children,  the  aged,  and  the  infirm ;  and  it  is 
gratifying  to  say,  that  this  was  done  without  any  serious 
accident,  by  removing  them  from  the  scene  of  calamity. 
Among  this  number,  the  most  interesting  instances  were 
those  of  Mrs.  Samuel  Jones  and  Mrs.  Podmore,  close 
neighbours  to  Mr.  Bowers,  who  had  each  lain-in  but  a 
fvw  days,  an<l  wlio,  witli  their  little  ones  vrere  carefully 
conveyed  to  friends'  liouses-,  wirh  no  other  injury  than 
the  sudden  fright.  On  inquiry  into  the  origin  of  the  fire, 
it  appeared  that  Mr.  Bowers's  I'amily  had  been  washing 
on  the  preceding  day.  There  \\as  a  boiler  in  the  wash- 
house  which  stood  immediately  under  tlie  small  ware- 
house, the  latter,  on  the  first  Ooor,  comnmnicat.ng  with 
the  large  one,  and  the  chimney  of  the  boiler  ran  into  the 
flue  above.  Although  the  fire  was  ai)[)arently  extin- 
guished on  the  evening,  it  seems  that  some  timber  in  the 
Hue  had  taken  fire  during  the  night,  and  thus  communi- 
cated itself  to  other  parts  of  the  building.  Mr.  Bowers's 
property  was  insured,  but  not  to  the  amount  of  the  injury 
that  was  sustained.  Some  palpable  defects  in  the  state  of 
the  engines  and  the  supply  of  water  \\  ere  obvious  upoii 
the  above  occasion, — facts  that  cannot  be  too  severely 
censured.  This  oeeurrenee,  however,  in  comiexion  with 
another  similar  calamity  of  less  magnitude  which  Iiad 
liappened  a  few  days  before,  rouzed  the  inhabitants  to  a 
sense  of  the  necessity  of  taking  prccaiitioiiai-y  measures 
to  meet  \\ith  greater  elliciency  the  recnrrenee  of  like 
aecidetits.  A  town's  meeting  was  held,  several  excellent 
resolutions  passed,  and  a  committee  appointed,  by  whom 
the  number  of  fire-men  were  increased,  a  periodical  in- 
spection of  the  engines  ordered,  and  arrangements  jnaile 
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for  ail  ample  supply  of  water.  The  necessity  uf  a  coi;- 
stant  attention  to  these  i)rccaiUions  cannot  be  too  sirongly 
J!n]ircssed  upon  the  police ;  there  is  scarcely  a  town  in 
the  kingdom  where  old  buildings  are  so  closely  huildlcil 
together  as  in  the  central  parts  of  Chester — a  circum- 
stance which  loudly  calls  for  the  greatest  possible  ciFec- 
tiveness  in  the  engine-bouse  dci)artmciit. 

1S29.  On  the  7tb  of  Alarch,  an  accident  occurred  ;it  , 
the  officers'  barracks  adjoining  the  castle.     On  that  (luy,\ 
Lieut,   L.  VV.  Halstcad,  of  the  S/th  Royal  Irish  Fusileers,  ' 
rejoined  his  regiment  then  stationed  here,  after  leave  of , 
absence  for  some  months,  and  in  the  afternoon  dined  withlj; 
his  brother  ofliccrs  at  the  mess.     In   the  course  of  the, |f:v 
evening,   he  advanced   to  one  of  the    windows,  throv;:.''i 
which   he  fell   into  the  castle  field  beneath,  a  heighl  ( 
about  16  yards,  only  just  escajiiug  the  iron-spikes  [>lant(.ii  ! 
around  the  magazine.     The  accident  is  supposed  to  have   ■ 
occurred  in  consequence  of  his  having  mistaken  the  room  ;  . 
for   the   one  in  which   the   officers  messed  wlicn  he  was '!•■ 
before  in  Chester,  which  was  but  for  u  short  time,  and  to 

the  windows  of  that  room  there  was  a  terrace  outside, 

guarded  in  front  by  inni  pallisading.  The  oflicers  had 
changed  their  mess-room  during  his  absence ;  to  the  win- 
dows of  tliat  room  no  terrace  was  attached,  and  being 
unacquainted  with  tliat  circumstance,  it  is  supposed  that 
when  he  went  through  the  window,  he  imagined  himself 
jiei'fectly  safe.  When  taken  up  he  was  totally  insensible, 
and  much  bruized;  the  lower  vertebr;e  of  his  back  was 
dislocated  and  fractured,  ^vilich  paralyzed  the  lower  c\'- 
trenuties,  and  brought  on  a  mortification.  He  lingered 
until  the  following  Saturday  morning,  when  he  expired, 
and  was  interred  with  military  honours  in  the  cathedral, 
where  a  handsome  monument  is  placed  to  his  memory. 
He  was  in  his  28th  year,  and  had  been  eleven  years  in 
tlie  regiment. — In  the  autumn  of  this  yrar,  \\e  had  ano- 
ther splendid  JMusical  Festival,  held  in  the  broad  aisle  of 
our  fine  cathedral,  for  the  benefit  of  the  public  charities, 
\'-hich,  as  usual,  brought  a  vast  concourse  of  gentry  into 
the  city.    A  new  feature  in  this  meeting  v/ms  a  fancy-ilresi 
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,,  ,  .9  ,,.,.  ../  /y  |,.|i]^  |n,i,j  .J,  ^]^^.  \x^^y;.\  Hotel,  whicli,  lieiii'.c  a  novel  oxhi-- 
'.  ..^  -..'<r/  iiitiuii  ia  Cliester,  cuuimaiKk'J  ;iii  iiiuiieiise  coiiinimy  ;  and 
/,  ^' ,,  rv  //^  ':t  is  probable  tliat  this  i^peeies  of  ainnseiiieiit  will  iicie- 
/.  /,  U      -.  .<        ^''"'^'''  ^"'^'''"  ''■"  ap|)cndai,'c  to  our  musical  i'cslivals. 

1SI30.  In  public  events  oroccuri'cnccs,  tlii.s  vcar  pi-e- 
scntcd  nothing  deserving  of  public  record,  it' we  omit  the 
dennse  of  King  George  tlie  Fourtli,  which  necessarily  lei! 
to  a  new  election  of  our  city  ineuibers.  Lord  lie h'- rave 
liaving  oflTered  hiiriselfas  one  of  the  county  re])resentalive5, 
the  new  candidate  for  the  city  was  Sir  Pliilijj  de  Wal[)a3 
Grey  Egcrton,  who  \vas  returned  without  opposition. 
This  subject,  however,  belongs  to  another  branch  of  our 
history,  but  is  noticed  (or  the  |)urpose  of  observing,  that 
this  is  the  first  instance  in  whicii  an  election  for  members 
has  occurred'  since  the  year  ISO",  without  a  most  deter- 
mined contest. 


Cltnniolo.jicnl  J.'nt  of  public  E.tcdi/ioiis  i:i.  Chrslcr  ficin  Ihi: 

]>)l/i  fciiliiri/. 

1554.— Ocor[^c   HI;irsli,   '.jiiiiit   at   yjiit:!!  Boii-hlnii,  t'oi  hii  atlaclinicnt  to  die 

I'rotcitant  Aiiih. 
1  jfili — Sept.  1!.  A  woman  burnt  at  Bcu'i;lUoii  for  polboning  l.cr  husband. 
10(i!). — John  Taylor,  gaoler  of  the  castle,  for  the  mutcUr  uf  .Mr.  Ur  cke.-iluiU, 

a  prisoner  in  his  custody  for  recusancy. 
lOOi'. — M'illiam  Gcaton,  servant  to  the  bishop  of  Chester,  for  the  murder  of 

James   Findlove,   a  Scotch  pedlar ;  liis   body  was  hung  in    cli.-iins  on 

Groppenh.all  liealh. 
ICOl — A   woman  named   Caiidcy,   executed  for   conspiring  to  murder  her 

husband;  her  paramoiir,  Boon,  refusing  to  plead,  was  pressed  to  death 

in  the  castle. 
1G02 — One  Arnet,  servant  to  a  JMr.  J/anley,  of  Saltney  side,  hung  for  mur- 
dering his  fellow-servant. 
lGo4 — Sir  Timothy   Fctherstonliaugli,   shut  in    the  cnyi;-markct  of  Cliesler. 

by  order  of  the  parliament. 
1750 — Two   Irishmen  executed,   and   gibbetted  on  the  Parl;2ate  road,  '^car 

the  two  mills,  for  a  nuirder. 
170!.! — Three'  men  hu:i^  for  bur^l.iry  ;  ti'.e   rope  i.f  one  of  ih.i.i  brolio.  when 

lifting  up  his  e:.p,  h.e  exelainui  in  l-.ernble  ..^-ii.alo::,  ••  :.!y  (iod  !   wh.i! 

am  1  to  sillier  ?'' 
1771: — May  4.   E:.ecuii;ni  of  Jsmes  Knight,  for  a  burglary  at  Odd  ll.)de 

.Sept.  '21.   Christopher  Lawless,  Isa.ac  Hutchinson.  Alex.andcr    Solomon, 

and  Isaac  Josephs,   executed   for  robbing  the  shop  of  Mr.  I'emberion, 

jeweller.     They  were  buried  behind  the  Roodce-cop,  opposite  Overleigh. 
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(yyy April  lO.  S.  Thorlcy,  executed  for  the  hcrriblcmurJcr  of  Ann  Smilh, 

a  b:illiicl-sin';er,  near  Conglcton.  After  cutting  off  her  hesid,  he  aeveroJ 
her  legs  anil  arms  from  her  body,  wliicli  lie  threw  into  a  brooU  !  part, 
however,  he  actually  broiled  and  eat !  He  was  hung  in  chains  on  tlic 
heath,  near  Congleton. 

1770 April  IG.  William  Ellis  for  burglary,  and 'William  Loom,  for  dis- 
charging a  loaded  pistol  at  Charles  Warren,  of  Conglcton,  executed  at 
Bougluon — Oct.  2.  S.-irah  Jones,  executed  for  stealing  28  yards  of  chintz, 
from  the  shop  of  Mr.  Bleacock,  Chester. 

1783. — Resolution  Heap,  and  Blartha  Brown  ;  the  former  for  a  burglary  at 
W'lialey  ;   the  latter  for  a  similar  offence  at  Over. 

I7R4 — .'Vpril  2G.  Elizabeth  Wood,  hung  for  poisoning  James  Sinister,  at 
Bredbury. — May  13.  John  Oakes,  hung  for  coining. 

178C — April  24.  Execution   of  Peter  Steers,  for  the  murder  of  his  wife,  by 

poison.— May  G.  Edward   Holt,  for  a  burglary  at  Knutsford Oct.  1. 

Thomas. Buckley,  aged  20,  for  a  burglary  at  Chester. — Oct.  7.  Thom.as 
Hyde,  aged  y,"),  for  horsestealing — Oct.  10.  James  Buckley,  aged  22, 
for  a  burglary  in  iMiss  Lloyd's  house  in  Newgate-street,  Chester. 

I78II — Feb.  -l.  Thomas  Mate,  for  the  raurd'.r  of  John  Parry,  a  constable,  in 
Handbridge.  lie  was  O-l  years  old,  and  when  at  the  gallows,  he  charged 
his  wife,  70  years  old,  with  infidelity. 

1790 — John  Dean,  from  Stockport,  for  the  most  brutal  murder  o  his  wife, 
who  was  seven  months  advanced  in  her  pregnancy. '  He  was  hung  in 
chains  on  Stockport  moor. 

1701 — April  21.  Execution  of  Lowndes,  for  robbing  the  Warrington  mail. 
His  prosecution,  it  is  said,  cost  £2000.  He  was  hung  in  ch,-.ins  on 
Helsby-hill ;  but  the  gibbet  pole  was  in  a  short  time  after  cut  down  by 

some  people  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  was  not  again  erected Oct.  8. 

Allen,  Aston,  and  Knox,  for  a  burglary  at  Northern.  Upon  this  occa- 
sion, the  fatal  tree  was  removed  from  Gallows-hill  to  the  opposite  side  of 
the  road,  where  it  continued  until  IfiOI,  when  the  place  of  execution 
was  finally  removed  within  the  walls  of  the  city. 

I79G — April  30.  Thomas  Brown  and  James  Price,  for  robbing  the  War. 
rington  mail.  They  were  hung  in  chains  on  Trafibrd-green,  a:id  re- 
mained there  till  1H20,  when  the  pole  waa  taken  down,  the  place  having 
been  previously  inclosed.     In  the  scull  of  Price  was  found  a  robin's  ncsu 

1798 — John  Thornhill,  for  the  murder  of  his  sweetheart,  Sarah  J\IaIonc,  at 
Lyram — Oct.  4.  Peter  Martin,  alias  Joseph  Lowther,  for  tiring  at  a 
boat's  crew  of  the  Act.^on,  in  the  Mersey,  when  employed  on  the  im- 
press service. 

1800. — Thomas  Bosworth,  for  forgery,  and  Alexander  Blorton,  for  felony 

Oct.  18.  Mary  Lloyd,  for  forgery  at  Stockport. 

IBOl — Blay  9.  Thompson,  Morgan,  and  Clare,  for  burglaries M'hcii  near 

the  gallows,  Clare  made  a  spring  from  the  cart,  rushed  tliroi-.gh  the 
crowd,  which  made  way  for  him,  rolled  domi  a  guiitr.way  towards  the 
l)ee — a  rapid  descent — and  plunged  into  tlie  river.  He  was  drowned, 
hiiving  immediately  sunk,  from  the  weight  of  his  chains,  but  his  body 
■was  found,  and  afterwards  hung  up  with  the  others,  the  other  two  male- 
factors being  kept  in  the  cart  in  the  interval.  These  were  the  last  crinii- 
nal.-t  hung  at  Boughton,  which  had  been  the  place  of  execution  for  some 
VOL,  II.  !•  P 
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centur!es._Oct.  3.  Aaron   Gee  and  Thomas   Gibson,  Iiun..  out  6f  ' 
temporary  window  way,  in  tlic  attics,  on  the  south  side°of  the  old 
Northgate,  a  building  not  now  in  existence.     Tlie  unfortunate  men  were 
propelled  from  the  window  about  five  feet,  and  dropped  ncr.r  fortv  inches 
their  bodies  beating  against  the  windows  beneath,  so  as  to  break  the 
glass  in  them. 
1809.— May  C.  Execution  of  George  Glover   and   AVilliam   Prouillovc,  in 
front  of  the  house  of  correction,  for  shooting  at  an  officer  of  excise  at 
Odd   Rode.     When   the  drop   (used  for   the  first  time)  sunk,  the  ropes 
broke,   and  the  poor  men  feU  to  the  platform,  half  strangled  ;  new  roijcs 
were  procured,  and  the  sentence  was  carried   into  efFect  about  an  hour 
after  the  accident. 
I810.-May  2.  Execution  of  John  Done,  for  the  murder  of  Betty  Eckersley 
a  woman  of  bad  character,  at  Lymm.     ilc  denied  the  offence  to  his  last 
moment._Oct.  10.  Execution  of  Smith  and  Clarke,  for  a  burglary  and 
,     felony  in  the  shop  of  Jlr.  Fletcher,  watch-maker,  Eastgate.     The  con. 
duct  of  Smith  on  the  drop  was  exceedingly  unbendin"  and  .-udaciou^ 
and  the  night  before  his  execution  he  played   at  cards  with  some  of  his 
companions.     They  were  buried  in  St.  Martin's  cliurch-yard. 
l.'ilS.—June  15.  Temple  and  Thomp.son  for  riotin-.     They' were  comiected 
with  the  Luddltes._Aug.  2.1.  Execution  of  Jolm  Lomas,   for  the  nuir- 
der  of  his  master,  Mr,  Morrey,  of  Hankelow. 
1S13 — Edith   Morrey,   executed   for  tlie  murder  of  her  husb.md.     She  was 
tried  with  Lomas,  and  with  him  found  guilty  on   the  clearest  lestimonv 
Immediately   after  conviction    she   pleaded   pregnancy,   and  a  jury  of 
matrons  being  impannelled,  she  was  pronounced  quick  with  child,  and 
lier  sentence  of  course  respited  till  after  her  delivery.     It  appeared  that 
an  illicit  intercourse  had  for  some  time  existed  between  her  and  Lomi-c 
which  led  to  her  exciting  him  to  destroy  her  husband,  and  the  crime  was 

perpetrated  with  circumstances  of  peculiarly  savage  atrocity .Turt  "(j 

Execution  of  William  Wilkinson,  James  Yarwood,  and  \rilli'am  Eur' 
gCEs,  ibr  a  rape  on  Mary  Porter,  near  Weston  Point.  They  were  Hat 
men,  and  when  WUldnson  (a  fine  stout  man  about  six  feet  high)  mounted 
the  scaftold,  he  exclaimed  to  his  companions,  "  Keep  up  your  spirits  • 
never  mmd,  my  lads_we  are  all  murdered  men  ;  I'm  just  as  happy  ■,', 
It  as  I  was  going  to  a  play  !"  and  when  the  halter  was  placed  round  his 
,  o, ."":'  ""^'^"^^  "  ^^y  ""'  liandkerohief  fits  me  nice  and  ti.dit  " 
1811_Way28.  William  Wilson,  an  old  sailor,  in  his  70th  ^ear,  executed 
for  arson,  at  Tiverton,  near  Tarporley.  IJis  exit  was  most  extraordi- 
nary:  on  the  morning  of  liis  death  he  entertained  a  number  of  persons 
in  the  parlour  of  the  constable's  house,  with  an  account  of  his  nival 
c.xploits;  and  in  his  way  along  the  streets  to  tlie  city  gaol,  he  chewed 
bread  m  his  mouth,  and  threw  it  at  the  be.adle,  observing  he  was  like 
i^eeping  Tom  of  Coventry.  On  the  drop  he  said,  "  what  a  many  peo- 
ple are  here  to  sec  an  old  man  hung  ;  here's  as  much  fuss  as  if  there 
were  n  hundred  to  be  banned." 
liil.'i-.AprU  22.  Execution 'of  Griffith  and   MV.d,  for  a  burghrv  in  the 

house  ot  John  Holme,  near  Stockport. 
l'iI7.-May  )0.  Execution  of  Joseph  AUen,  for  uttering  bank  of  England 
notes  to  a  l.irge  amount.     In  a  declaration  made  on  the  morning  of  his 
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execution,  he  said  lie  had  been  wrongfully  accused,  and  that  he  lUJ  not 
know  good  notes  from  bad  ones.  For  six  days  after  his  condemnation, 
he  took  no  otlier  refreshment  than  water. 

jaiC May  !).  Abraham  Rostern  and  Isaac  I\Ioors,  the  former  for  a  burglary 

at  Edgcley,  the  latter  for  a  similar  offence  at  Cheadlc  Biilkclcy.     Both 
of  them  acknowledged  their  guilt. — Sept.  2G.  Johu  Moor,  executed  for 
a  burglary. 
!319 Jlay  C.  Joseph  Walker,  for  robbing  his  former  master  on  the  high- 
way between   Northwich  and  Manchester.     He  denied  his  guilt  to  tlie 

last Sept.  25.  Samuel  Hooley  and  John  Johnson  (a  man  of  colour) 

for  a  burglary  at  Bowden. 

18:20 April   15.  Jacob  M'Ghinnes,  for  shooting  Mr.  Birch,  at  Stockport. 

He  was  connected  with  the  radical  reformers,  and  his  intention  was  to 
have  shot  Mr.  Lloyd,  then  solicitor  of  that  town,  and  now  prothonotavy 
of  the  county  court.  This  unfortunate  man  had  not  oidy  embraced  the 
politics  but  the  theology  of  Toni  Paine,  but  during  his  conlincment,  and 
before  his  execution,  he  was  brought  to  embrace  the  christian  system, 
and  died  with  great  composure. — April  22.  Thomas  Jlillcr,  for  a  bur- 
glary at  Bowden.— Sept.  Ifi,  Execution  of  Ralph  Kllis,  for  a  burglary 
at  Klton,  and  William  Ricklington,  for  setting  lire  to  the  voctoiy  house 
at  Coddinglon. 
1821.— May  5,  Execution  of  Samuel  Healey,  for  a  highway  robbery  at 
Stockport. 

1822 May  4.  ^V'illiam  Tongue  for  a  rape  on  an  in.fant,  and  George  Groom 

for  a  highway  robbery  on  a  man  named  Joseph  Kcnncrley — Sept.  14. 
Thomas  Bricrley,  for  a  highway  robbery  near  Conglctoti. 

1823 April  14.  E.xecution  of  Samuel  Fallows,  for  the  murder  of  his  sw  jst- 

hcart,  at  Dislcy.     Several  galvanic  experiments  were  made  on  his  body 

previous  to  dissection May  20.  Execution  of  John  Kragon,  for  a  rape 

on  an  infant  at  Stockport. — Sept.  13.  Execution  of  Edward  Clarke,  for 
a  highway  robbery  at  Stockport. 

1824 April  21.  Joseph  Dale,   for  the  murder  of  Mr.  Wood,  near  Pi^ley. 

lie  had  been  convicted  at  the  preceding  assi^ics,  but  execution  dcrcrrcd, 
in  order  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  judges  on  a  poijit  of  law  urged  in  his 
favour  by  Mr.  D.  F.  Jones,  his  counsel.     He  died  with  great  composure. 

;g2G April  26.  Philip  M'Gowan,   for  the  robbery  of  an  inofiensive  man, 

near  Dibley,  and  Abraham  Stones,  forUie  robbery  of  Mr.  Marsden,  a 
gentleman  of  upwards  of  seventy  years  of  ago,  near  Cowlanc-bridgc, 
under  circumstances  of  great  violence.  On  this  melancholy  occasion, 
the  apparatus  for  executions,  was  removed  from  the  east  to  the  west  end 
of  the  city  gaol,  where  these  melanclioly  spectacles  have  ever  smce  been 
exhibited.— Aug.  2G.  John  Green,  for  burglary. 

}.820 May  9.  John   Proudlove,  for  highway  robbery,  and  John  Lcir,  for 

burglary  in  the  house  of  the  Rev.  Itlatthew  Blocr,  attended  with  ag^ra- 
ratid  circumstance's  of  violence.— Sept.  2(;.  Joseph  \\'oodliousc,  for .". 
rape  on  his  own  daughter;  and  Joseph  Henshall,  for  llring  at  the 
keepers,  while  poacliing  in  the  grountls  of  the  Earl  of  SlamU'vd  aii(- 
Warringion. 
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C!je  mbcv  B«~$te  i^abigntwiu 


_  The  Dee  is  only  partially  a  Cliesliire  river.  It  ri^es 
in  Mcnoncthshirc,  runs  through  Bala  Pool,  skirts  the 
cou„t.esofDenbi.h  and  Flint,  and  becomes  a  boundary 
ildf  H    r  T'  ^^■'^^■^'^'^J^'  and  passing  by  Farndon  to 

by  Eaton  and  Eecleston  to  Chester.  From  Bangor  bridge 
U  IS  navigable  tor  barges ;  at  Chester  bridge  where  it 
meets  the  tide-water,  it  is  about  100  yardsVide :  from 
^.ence  zt  passes  through  an  artifieial  channel  along  th 
ma  sh  s  to  the  estuary,  the  latter  spreading  over  I  e.v- 
tc^it  ot  sands,  ni  some  parts  seven  miles  in  width.  The 
Dec  empties  itself  into  the  sea  much  nearer  to  theFlint- 

ot  Chester,  have  attached  high  importance  to  the  Bee  a's 
affording  the  greatest  facility  to  its  trade  and  commerc^ 
and  as  the  primitive  source  of  its  gi-eatness  and  ronou-n 
In  celebrating  this  rive.-,  Webb,  i.i  King's  Vale  Ro  al' 
passes  the  following  eulogium  :-«To  wtleh  watci-'no 
been  t'l  ^^  '''^'''''  ^'"^^  "^"^^^  Uiis  antient  city  hath 
motnei,   the   nurse,  the  maintainei-    the   advancer  and 

Sr^X  rf  .'^''°"'''  "otgi-eatlyerr,  Ibr  thrsm^e 
nvei,  af  er  that  .t  approacheth  the  county  of  Chester 
ad  ^ccives  some  waters  on  either  si.le,  nhich  makc^  H 
^  the  uioro  state  upot.  it,  and  to  rouzc  up  itself  to  pro- 
•riterf  '"'T-'^  r'^''  '^"^  '''■'  "'  ^^'''^"  respect,  our 

T'id  .      •"  "  ^'"'''''  ""^'  ll>«i"cWresseth  itself  to  the 
t..ul  ueetiiig;  even  there,  where  the  sea  hath  determined 
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xiial  creek  which  shoots  in  between  Flintshire  and  the 
west  ^ide  of  VVirral  hundred,  \Aas  founded  that  beautiful 
city  and  made  tlie  receptacle  of  merchandize  from  all 
Kiii"-doms  and  nations,  wlio  traded  into  the  British  or 
Irish  ocean,  and  became  the  very  key  or  inlet,  whereLy 
not  only  the  Romans,  in  their  time,  made  their  passage 
to  and  from  Ireland,  and  the  other  western  and  northern 
islands  ;  but  all  other  kings  and  princes,  ever  since,  upou 
all  needful  occasions." 

That  the  Dee  was  navigable  for  vessels  of  great  bur- 
den from  the  sea  tip  to  Chester  in  very  ancient  times,  is 
beyond  all  doubt ;  antl  it  is  etiually  certain,  that  early  in 
tlie  14th  century,  the  navigation  had  been  materially 
impeded  by  the  sliifting  of  the  sands.  The  first  notice  we 
have  of  the  latter  circumstance  is  contained  in  letters 
patent  of  Richard  II.  who  releaseth  to  the  citizens 
73/.  10s.  Sd.  parcel  of  the  100/.  for  the  fee-farm  reserved 
by  the  charter  of  Edv.-ard  I.  which  the  city  v.as  in  ar- 
rears; in  \vhich  also  is  assigned,  as  the  reason  of  this 
indulgence,  I  he  ruinous  estate  uf  the  city,  undo/  the  haven. 
Henry  VI.  in  conlirming  all  the  former  charters  of  the 
city,  recites  "  wliat  great  concourse  in  times  past,  as  well 
by  strangers  as  others,  has  been  made  with  merchandize 
into  this  city,  Lj/  reason  of  the  goodness  of  the  port  thereof, 
and  also  what  great  trading  for  victuals  into  and  out  of 
Wales  to  the  great  jjrotit  of  the  city ;"  and  then  shows, 
"  lioiv  the  same  port  of  Chester  xuas  lamenlahly  decayed, 
by  reason  of  the  abundance  of  sands  which  had  choakcd 
the  creek  ;  and  for  these  considerations  released  to  the 
city  10/.  of  the  fee-farm  reserved  by  Edward  I."  The 
same  reason  is  adduced  by  Henry  VII.  in  his  great  charter 
to  the  city  for  reducing  the  fee-farm  from  100/.  to  20/* 

•  This  fee-farm  rent,  or  roy;ilty,  was  reserved  in  ihc  crown  uninterrupt- 
edlv  from  Edward  I.  to  Henry  VII.  except  that  upon  one  occasion  it  was 
;;.-.v'mea  ID  the  Eurl  of  Aninild  for  liis  life.  'Die -rant  was  subscquenily 
sold  by  tlie  crown,  under  an  act  of  parliament,  10  Cliarles  Lord  (Jerardj  it 
descended  to  the  family  of  the  .llordaviius,  of  whom  it  was  pinxh.ised  in  17-i!, 
by  Sir  Kichard  Grosvonor,  whose  descendant,  the  present  Earl,  still  holds  it. 
This  fecfarm  rent  of  £20  was  annually  paid  to  his  lordship  by  the  sheriHs  of 
the  city.     Some  few  years  age,  upon  one  occasion,  the  sherifFs  demurred  to 
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An  author  who  wrote  early  in  the  seventeenth  ccn- 
tury,  has  not  only  stated  the  facts  as  related  above,  but 
has  also  left  us  his  speculations  on  the  causes  of  the  ob- 
struction of  our  river,  in  the  following  quotation  : — "  The 
mouth  or  opening  of  this  river  into  the  sea  lies  very  bleak 
upon  the  north-eastern,  western,  and  south-western 
winds;  and  the  ground  or  bottom  of  the  creek  is  altoge- 
ther of  a  loose,  light,  white,  skittering  sand,  which,  upon 
any  powerful  drift  of  wind  or  water,  will  give  place  like 
drifts  of  snow,  and  when  a  strong  wind,  at  low  water, 
hath  opened  a  gap  never  so  little  in  one  of  the  huge  banks 
or  bars  of  sands,  which  have  long  gathered  and  increased 
to  be,  as  one  would  think  very  firm  and  strong,  the  next 
tide-water  violently  rushing  into  that  gap,  and  the  wind 
continuing  for  many  tides  together  to  add  more  and  more 
strength  to  that  violence,  the  channel  that  was  the  main 
passage  before  will  now  rake  up,  as  forsaken  by  the  great 
streau),  and  the  other  new  made  will  more  and  more  pre- 
vail, until  the  like  vicissitude  happen  the  other  way.  From 
whence  it  is,  that  these  mighty  heaps  of  sand,  by  continu- 
ance of  time,  brought  by  fierce  and  strong  M'inds  up  into 
the  narrowness  of  the  creek,  for  which  there  is  no  retui-n 
back  again,  neither  wind  nor  water  being  able  to  recoil 
them;  that  the  haven  which  in  time  past  received  ships 
of  great  burthen  up  to  the  city  skirts,  scarce  now  hath 
sea-room  for  little  barques,  which  only  at  high-water  do 
bring  in  their  unladings  of  great  vessels  from  the  keys 
and  stations  which  can  receive  them,  five,  six,  or  ten 
miles  off.  And  hence  it  is,  that  even  witliin  these  few 
years  there  have  been  such  losses  and  gainings  between 
the  shores  of  Cheshire  and  Flintshire,  near  unto  this  city, 
ttiat  if  1  should  estimate  the  same  according  to  my  own 
judgment,  I  should  scarcely  be  believed  of  such  as  do  not 
behold  them  with  their  e)'es." 

The  detriment  to  the  cUy,  arising  from  the  obstruc- 
tion of  the  navigation,  was  seriously  felt ;  and  it  was  not 

the  claim,  whose  scruples,  however,  were  soon  removed,  by  the  satisfactory 
evidences  adduced  on  the  part  of  his  lordship.  But  from  some  years  past, 
the  annual  payment  of  this  sum  has  been  made  by  tlie  corporation  instead  of 
the  shcridli. 
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till  about  the  middle  of  the  16th  century  that  even  a  par- 
tial remedy  to  the  evil  was  attempted.  About  that  perioil. 
a  new  quay  or  haven  was  erected  on  the  Cheshire  shore 
near  Neston,  about  eiyht  miles  from  the  city,  which  gave 
rise  to  the  assemblage  of  houses  called  Parkgate,  built  on 
the  shore  beneath  that  town.  In  the  Harleian  MSS.  (No. 
2082)  is  a  letter  from  the  citizens  of  Chester  to  the  lord 
treasurer  (the  Marquis  of  Winchester)  praying  his  inter- 
cession with  the  king  for  a  sum  of  money  in  aid  of  their 
nev/  haven  or  quay  in  Wirral,  then  building  all  of  stone, 
"  in  the  face  and  belly  of  the  sea,  whicli  would  at  least  cost 
5000/.  or  GOOO/."  In  15G0  a  collection  for  the  new  haven 
at  Chester,  was  made  in  all  churches  throughout  the  king- 
dom ;  and  in  1567  there  was  an  assessment  for  the  same 
purpose  on  the  city.  The  new  haven  was  at  length  com- 
pleted, and  for  many  years,  all  goods  and  merchandizes 
coming  to,  and  going  from  the  port  of  Chester,  were  ihere 
loaded  and  unloaded. 

The  credit  of  the  first  suggestion  for  recovering  the 
navigation  of  the  river,  has  invariably  been  given  by  all 
our  historians  to  a  Mr.  And.  Yarranton,  a  gentleman  ex- 
tremely conversant  in  the  commercial  advantages  of  this 
island,  who  published  a  work  in  A\hich  the  subject  is  inves- 
tigated, in  1677;*  and  if  the  question  be  referred  to  any 
defimie  project,  I  am  quite  willing  to  concede  the  point 
in  his  favour.  In  the  mean  time,  I  beg  to  observe,  that 
the  practicability  and  the  desirableness  of  such  a  scheme 

■  T!ic  titlf  of  Ihis  curious  book  is,  "England's  Improvement  by  Sea 
and  L;ind;  to  out.do  thu  Dutcli  without  fighting,  to  [riy  debts  witliuut 
money,  to  set  at  work  all  the  Poor  of  England  with  the  growth  of  their  own 
lands,"  &c.  In  an  address  to  the  reader,  appended  at  the  e>id  of  his  work, 
Mr.  Yarranton  thus  recites  his  qualifications  for  his  undertaking  : — "  I  was 
an  apprentice  to  a  liunen-draper,  when  this  king  (Charles  II.)  was  born,  and 
continued  at  the  trade  some  years  ;  but  the  shop  being  too  narrow  and  short 
for  my  large  mind,  I  look  leave  of  my  master,  but  said  nothing.  Then  I 
lived  a  countrey.life  for  sonic  years,  and  in  the  late  wars  I  was  a  soldier,  and 
sonieliinos  had  the  honour  and  misfoituiie  to  lodg  and  dislodg  an  army.  In 
the  year  one  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-two,  I  entrcd  upon  iron-works. 
and  pli'd  them  several  years,  and  in  tliem  times  I  made  it  my  business  tu 
survey  the  three  great  rivers  of  England,  and  some  small  ones,  and  made  two 
navigable,  and  a  third  almost  complcatcd." 
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iv;is  iiitliaated  more  lluui  fifty  years  before  Yan-iuit'in'^- 
book  made  its  ajjpearatico,  by  tlie  re-pcctablc  auibur  1 
have  before  (iiiotecl,  a  native  cili/.eii,  Wr.  \Vebb.  At  v.ll 
events,  the  modestij  and  /lumilitt/  with  wliich  this  atuhor 
introduces  liis  scntiaients  on  the  feasibility  of  restoring  the 
navigation,  uill  not  operate  to  his  disadvantage  ^\■itll  the 
candid  reader.     But  I  will  (juote  his  words  : — 

"  Two  things,  one  of  greater,  and  one  of  lesser  con- 
sequence liere  offer  tlieniselves,  wherein,  if  I,  silly  wretch, 
the  meanest  of  a  thousand,  may  shew  my  desire,  it  may 
be,  I  ho[)e,  pardonable  ;  and  if  no  notice  be  taken  thereof, 
it  shall  not  to  the  reader  be  much  troublesome.  The  first 
is,  that  men  of  place,  judgment  and  skill,  would  but  a 
little  in  their  wisdom  consider,  whether  the  matter  were 
not  as  easy,  or  as  likely,  as  some  artists  and  experienced 
wits  seem  to  give  out,  that  this  haven  might  be  won  again 
to  as  much  advantage  of  trade  or  traflick  to  this  city,  as 
ever  it  was ;  and  that  with  no  great  ado,  in  comparison 
■(\ith  those  great  atchievcmcnts  \vhieh  have  been  cfiFected 
in  the  havens  of  Dover,  Plymouth,  Harwich,  and  Yar- 
mouth, this  being  but  the  turning  of  a  brook  to  any  of 
them.  And  so  to  the  augmentation  of  his  majesty's  cus- 
toms, the  honour  of  the  wliole  kingdom,  and  es])ccially 
to  the  advancement  of  the  prince's  highness,  this  his  most 
renowned  and  famous  earldom  of  Chester  :  the  particular 
inducements  to  which  motion,  I  dare  not  adventure  to 
open,  till  better  occasions  do  incite  thereunto. — The  other 
is,  tiiat  the  said  greater  matter  of  renewing  the  haven, 
lying  as  it  doth  asleep,  and  not  soon  to  be  hojied  to  be 
eirected,  the  worthy  citizens  of  this  time  would  take 
into  their  consideration  hov/  easily  and  to  good  purpose, 
they  may  even  now  provide  a  better  key  and  dock  for 
entertainment  of  such  vessels  as  can  come  up  the  watei- 
to  the  city,  and  ma\  do  it  i>uw,  wub  (he  gtiining  clear  ot 
a  most  hne  circuit  of  lirm  land,  to  be  added  to  that  Rood- 
eye  they  have  already,  without  prejudice  of  any  place  or 
person,  and  without  ste[)[iing  one  lout  out  of  their  own 
liberties." 
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This  is  tlie  first  sui^gcstiou  I  am  acquainted  with  I'oi- 
restoring  the  navii^ation,  although  it  must  be  allowed 
there  is  no  sj)ecilTC  mode  pointed  cut  by  ^\■hich  the  iiu- 
j)r6vcnicnt  might  be  effected.  The  project,  however, 
seems  to  have  slept  until  the  appearance  of  Mr.  Yarran- 
ton's  book  iu  lO/Zj  which  certainly  rou/.ed  the  public 
attention  to  the  scheme,  although  it  was  more  than  thirty 
years  afterwards  before  it  began  to  be  acted  upon.  This 
work  is  now  very  scarce,  but  having,  through  the  kindness 
of  a  gentleman  of  this  cily,  obtained  the  loan  of  it,  1  shall 
here  transcribe  what  th3  author  has  said  in  relation  to 
the  Dee,  which,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  is  curious,  if  not 
important. 

"  Now  I  must  make  a  step  to  Westchester,  and  en- 
deavour to  liiid  out  how  the  river  Dec  nsay  be  made  so 
navigable  to  Bangor-bridge,  that  thereby  it  may  be  made 
communicable  with  the  river  Severne.    In  the  month  ol 
July,  16/4, 1  was  prevailed  with  by  a  person  of  honour  to 
survey  the  river  Dee,  running  by  the  city  of  Chester  to 
the  Irish  sea,  and  finding  the  river  choked  with  the  sands 
that  a  vessel  of  twenty  tons  could  not  come  to  that  noble 
city,  and  the  ships  forc'd  to  lye  at  Neason,  in  a  very  bad 
harbour,  whereby  the  ships  receive  much  damage,  and 
trade  made  so  micertain  and  chargeable,  that  the  trade  of 
Chester  is  much  decayed,  and  gone  to  Leuerpool ;  and 
that  old  great  city  in  danger  of  being  ruin'd,  if  the  river 
Dee  be   not  made  navigable  by  act  of  parliament,  and 
ships  brought  to  the  city.     I  have  formerly  drawn  a  map 
of  the  new  river  to  be  made  to  bring  up  the  ships  to  the 
city  side,  which  map  was  presented  to  the  Duke  of  York, 
by  the  Lord  Windsor  and  Colonel  Warden,  and  therein 
the  reasons  are  inserted,  how  it  may  be  done,  and  the 
advantage  it  will  be  to  trade,  and  the  city  also.    The 
map   is  now  at  Chester  in  the  keeping   of  the  mayor. 
His  highness   the  Duke  ot  York  was  pleased  to  promise 
tlie  reeonunendhig  of  it  to  the  parliament,  for  the  making 
it  navigable.     And  if  it  Nvcre  made  to  Chester  navigable 
by  a  new  cut,  as  in  the  map  prescribed,  there  would  be 
three  thousand  acres  of  land  gained  out  of  the  sea,  and 

VOL.  H.  Q  Q 
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made  rich  land,  besides  the  coles  from  Aston   will  bc- 
brought  to  the  city  of  Cliester  by  water,  which  now  ar-i 
brought  by  land,  and  all  goods  and  other  things  carried 
and  recarried  from  England  to  Ireland,  and  from  Ireland 
into   England,   with  much  less  charge  than   now  it  is. 
And  Dee  being  made  navigable  to  Bangor-bridgc  will  be 
a  means  to  make  the  river  Severne  helpful  to  convey  all 
goods  to  London,   by  sending  it  down  the  river  Severne, 
and  up  the  river  Avon,  and  so  down  the  Thames  to  Lon- 
don; whereby   much   moneys   will  be  saved,  and  trade 
advanced.     The  river  Dee  must  be  taken  up  with  a  very 
strong  wear  over  against  the   Water-gate  of  the  city  of 
Chester,  and  so  the  river  Dee  must  be  carried  in  a  large 
cut  or  trench,  through  the  lands  below  Alderman  Wright's 
house,*  along  the  sands,  as  far  as  Flint  castle,  and  then 
dropt  by  a  large  cut  into  the  deep  water  below  the  Brew- 
house.f      There  must  also  be  a  cut   drawn  along   the 
Welsh  shore,  and  so  from  Aston  pits,  and  dropt  into  the 
main  trench,  thereby  the  waste  water  that  comes  from 
tiic  hills  and  mountains  will  be  voided,  and  the  coles  that 
are  now  carried  by  land  to  Chester  \vill  then  be  carried 
by  w^ater,   and  at  least  1000/.  per  annum  saved  in  car- 
riage.    This  trench  must  be  very  large,  that  two  ships 
may  sail  one  by  the  other,  and  the  sea-banks  must  be 
made  very  firm  and  strong,  not  upright,  but  very  much 
sloaping.     There  must  also  be  made  five  very  strong 
locks  and  sluices  of  stone,  which  is  there  very  necessary, 
at  the  end  of  the  trench.     This  will  be  done  for  16,000/. 
The  river  Dee  being  let  down  upon  a  sudden  through  the 
great  trench,  will  cause  the  sands  to  fly,  and  deepen  the 
channel,  and  thereby  make  the  harbour  safe,  and  help  to 
open  and  deepen  the  bar.     But  it  must  be  done  when  the 
tide  is  going  out,  and  when  the  wind  bloweth  hard  at  east, 
with  a  strong  fresh  of  water  coming  ofi"  the  mountains." 
To   this  project  is  appended  a  plan  of  tiie  new  chan- 
nel.    Future    limes   had   the  advantage  of  his  inventive 

*  Brewer's-liali. 
+  A  building  on  the  Clieshirc  shore  near  Nc:>toii. 
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crjnias tliongh    a  long   interval   succeeded  before    the 

scheme  was  carried  into  cllect.  It  may  be  observed,  that 
Mr.  Yarrantoii's  scheme,  and  that  v/hich  has  been  adopted, 
arc  pretty  nearly  the  same,  with  the  omission  of  ihe  locks, 
and  with  this  difference  also,  that  Mr.  Yarranton's  cut 
was  to  terminate  opposite  to  Flint,  while  the  present  one 
opens  opposite  to  Weprc,  nearer  to  Chester. 

In  1693,  Evan  Jones  brought  forward  a  proposal 
for  making  the  river  Dec  navigable,  and  bringing  up 
ships  of  a  hundred  tons  burthen  to  the  Roodce,  at  his  own 
expcnce,  on  condition  that  he  should  have  all  such  lands 
as  should   be  recovered,   upon  payment  of  the  usual  rent 
of  recovered  lands  to  the  crown,  and  one  fourth  of  the 
clear  rents  or  profits  to  the  companies  of  the  city,  and 
that  he  and  his  heirs  sh.ould  be  entitled  to  certain  duties 
on  coals,  lime  and  limc-stonc.     This  proposal  was  re- 
jected, on  account  of  the  required  duty  on  coals,  lime,  kc. 
In  1698,  Francis  Cell,  Esq.  made  a  proposal  to  the  body 
corporate,  nearly  similar  to  that  of  Evan   Jones,  with 
some  modification  of  the  duties  on  coals,  &c.  and  addi- 
tional security  as  to  the  performance  of  the  contract,  but 
without  any  allotment  of  a  fourth  part  to  the  city  compa- 
nies.   This  proposal  was  also  in  the  first  instance  rejected; 
but  upon  being  a  second  time  brought  forward,  and  a  still 
further  security  being  proposed  by  Mr.  Geli,  who  ofl'crcd 
to  deposit  the  sum  of  lOOOZ.  in  the  hands  of  trustees  for 
that  purpose,  it  was  agreed  to  by  the  corporation  on  the 
16th  of  October,   1698;  a  petition  Mas  inconsequence 
presented  to  parliament,  and  in  1690  an  act  passed,  the 
preamble  of  which  recited,  "  that  the  said  river  Dee  was 
thentofore  navigable  for  ships  and  vessels  of  a  considera- 
ble burtiien  from   the  sea  to  the  city  of  Chester,  but  by 
neglect  of  the  said  river,  and  for  want  of  sufficient  banks, 
works,  and  fences  on  the  sides  thereof,  against  the  flux 
and  rellux  of  the  sea,   the  channel  of  the  said  river  was 
become  so    various   and    uncertain,    that,  by  sands  and 
otherwise,   the  navigation  to  the  said  city  was  almost  lost 
and  destroyed;  the  mayor  and  citizens  of  the  said  city  of 
Chester,  and  their  successors  Avcre  empowered  to  make 
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the  iaid  river  navigable  from  the  sea  to  Uic  said  eily  of 
Chester,  for  ships  of  one  hundred  tons  or  u])\vards,  and 
to  enable  tlicm  to  do  so,  certain  duties  in  ilie  said  act 
mentioned  were  laid  upon  coals,  lime,  and  linic-stone, 
brought  to  and  unloaded  witliin  tlie  liberties  of  the  said 
city,  for  the  term  of  twenty-one  years,  and  the  property 
of  the  sands,  soil,  and  ground  therein  mentioned,  was 
immediately,  from  and  after  such  time  as  tlic  said  river 
and  channel  should  be  made  navigable  and  passable  with 
jmd  for  such  ships  and  vessels  to  and  from  the  said  city 
of  Chester,  to  be  vested  in  the  said  mayor  and  citizens, 
and  their  successors  ibr  ever,"  &c. 

it  aj)pcars,  that  this  attempt  for  rcslcring  the  navi- 
gation, undertaken  by  the  maijor  and  citizens  entirely 
failed  iu  its  object ;  for  after  expending  considerable 
sums,  the  scheme  was  entirely  abandoned.  From  tliis 
period,  the  undertaking  slumbered  for  about  thirty  years, 
■ivheii  it  was  again  revived  under  more  fiivoiirable  auspi- 
ces, and  with  better  success.  Nathaniel  Ki;iderley,  sup- 
ported by  a  number  of  spirited  gentlemen,  n.)ade  a  survey 
of  tlic  estuary;  and  declaring  for  the  jiracticability  of 
restoring  the  navigation,  and  rendering  it  a  sjjecidation 
of  profit  to  the  undertakers,  provided  tlicy  should  receive 
certain  dues  of  tonnage,  and  the  profits  of  the  lands  to  be 
recovered  from  the  sea,  an  application  was  made  to  par- 
liament for  an  act,  wiiich  was  obtained  in  the  year  1732, 
ia  wliich  these  demands  were  conceded,  'i'his  act  stipu- 
lates, that  tlicrc  shall  be  IG  feet  M'ater  ia  every  part  of 
the  river  at  a  moderate  spring  tide  ;  and  also  enacts,  that 
if,  when  tlie  navigation  is  completed,  it  sliall  be  proved 
that  vessels  laden  witli  cheese  drawing  14  feet  water  can- 
not safely  pass  down  the  river,  Mr.  Kinderley,  or  his 
assigns  shall  within  twelve  months,  after  notice  of  this 
fact  given,  at  their  own  cost  and  charges,  make  a  wot 
dock  or  bason,  capable  of  holding  twenty  hliip-  at  least, 
Milhin  two  miles  of  the  lower  parts  of  the  works  of  navi- 
gation ;  in  case  of  neglect  or  refusal,  the  conunissioners 
may  order  others  to  doit,  and  reimburse  themselves  from 
the  tonnage  dues. 
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TIk'  lir.st  ';i)(l  of  the  navigation  WHS  cut  on  tlic '20ili 
ul"  April,  1733,  by  Mr.  1\,  Manlcy,  and  llic  water  of  tlu' 
old  cliannci  was  turned  into  that  of  tin-  new  in  Ajjril, 
1737.  Tlie  clianncl  of  the  river  is  confined  by  stronu; 
embankments  extending  about  seven  mile-:  from  Cliester 
seaward,  and  beyond  these  by  a  large  stone  cause\\-ay  of 
about  a  mile  and  a  half  in  length  from  the  lower  end  of 
the  river  embankment.  This  causeway  is  composed  of 
an  immense  body  of  rough  stone,  at  a  cost  of  not  less  than 
8/.  for  every  yard  of  it  in  length.  Vessels  of  from '250  to 
300  tons  may  nov/  come  up  to  the  city  with  the  greatest 
safety. 

In  the  14th  of  Geo.  II.  (17'iO)  another  act  was  ob- 
tained, by  which  the  undertakers  were  erected  into  a  cor- 
poration by  tiie  name  of  "  The  company  of  projjrietors  of 
the  undertaking  for  recovering  and  preserving  tlie  na\  i- 
gation  of  the  river  Dee."  In  1736,  the  joint  stock  of  the 
undertakers,  amounted  to  40,000/.  divided  into  400  shares 
of  100/.  each;  it  was  subsequently  raised  to  52,000/.  and 
now  amounts  to  61,000/. 

In  the  17th  of  Geo.  II.  (17-13)  a  third  act  passed, 
lowering  the  rates  of  tonnage,  particularly  those  of  cheese- 
vessels,  from  6d.  to  2d,  per  ton ;  the  required  depth  of 
water  in  the  channel  reduced  from  16  to  15  feet  fi'om  the 
sea  to  Wilcoxon  Point;*  the  provision  for  two  ferrv- 
boats  over  the  river  made  more  intelligible;*  as  well  as 
that  relative  to  the  roads  from  the  said  ferries  to  Chester, 

*  Tins  point  is  situated  near  tlie  ship-builJing  yard,  ;ind  opposite  ihj  old 
lii!ie-kiln,  whicli  formerly  stood  on  the  Koodec. 

*  Hy  the  act  of  C  Geo.  II.  the  passage  across  the  river  for  passengers  on 
horseback,  or  for  carts  or  carriages,  could,  only  be  demanded  of  the  ferry  boats, 
when  the  river  was  so  deep  as  that  at  low  water  the  river  was  not  fordablc,  a 
clause  so  indefinite  in  its  nature  as  to  give  rise  to  constant  disputes.  To 
remedy  these,  it  was  provided  by  the  act  of  17  Geo.  II.  "  that  two  ferry, 
boats  shall  at  all  times  be  constantly  kept  by  the  company  at  their  own 
proper  costs  and  charges,  with  piojier  and  suiliciiMU  attendants,  and  all 
good,  substantial,  and  elVectual  ropes,  tackle,  and  necessaries  proper  thorcnnlo  ; 
and  that  the  person  or  persons  attending  such  boats,  shall  ferry  over  all  sucli 
passengers  in  the  said  boats  at  ciU  times  Khm  required  thereto,  witliout  being 
paid  any  thing  for  the  san-:e." 
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and  to  Sliotwick  and  Saugliall,  wliich  are  to  be  kept  in 
repair  by  tbc  company.  Tlie  act  also  directs,  that  two 
supervisors  shall  be  appointed,  one  by  the  company  and 
the  other  by  the  corporation,  whose  duty  is  to  take 
soundings,  and  report  the  depth  of  water  to  the  commis- 
sioners ;  and  it  is  also  directed,  that  if  there  be  less  than 
15  foot  of  water  in  every  part  of  the  river  at  a  moderate 
spring-tide,  according  to  the  standard  then  in  being,* 
from  the  sea  to  Wileox-point,  notice  thereof  is  to  be  given 
to  the  company's  agent;  and  if  it  continue  for  four 
months  unremedied,  tonnage  duties  to  cease,  till  the  depth 
be  obtained;  and  if  for  the  space  of  eight  months  after 
the  four  months,  the  commissioners  are  authorised,  to 
enter  into  and  upon  the  white  sands,  lands,  grounds,  &c. 
and  receive  the  rents  and  profits  thereof,  until  they  obtain 
a  sum  that  will  enable  them  to  regain  the  said  depth  of 
water,  with  all  tlie  requisite  charges,  &:c. 

By  a  fourth  act  of26Geo.  II.  (i/iJ^)  the  company 
are  directed  to  pay  200/.  annually  for  ever  to  Sir  John 
Glynne,  his  heirs,  &c.  and  other  freeholders  of  the  parish 
of  Hawarden,  for  tlie  waste  lands,  commons,  and  salt- 
marshes  on  the  north  side  of  the  new  channel. 

Having  now  disposed  of  the  various  acts  of  parlia- 
ment relative  to  the  com^iany,  I  proceed  to  remark,  that 
the  first  embankment  to  inclose  land,  was  formed  in  a 
straight  line  beginning  at  a  point  of  the  river  immediately 
opposite  to  Sandycroft  mark,  and  ending  on  a  point  on 
the  Cheshire  shore  about  midway  between  the  two  Saug- 
halls.  This  embankment  was  destroyed  by  a  high  tide, 
and  abandoned  in  the  year  1749,  Of  the  subse<{ueiU 
exertions  of  the  comjiany  in  the  recovery  of  land  from  the 

*  TIk'  sujuliiril,  liy  which  a  moilotate  spring  liilc  wiis  lo  bo  ditcmiined, 
lins  long  hcLMi  iloslroyi-J  ;  ils  existence  is  not  remembered  by  the  oldest  iiditi- 
bitiiiit.  All  that  is  known  of  it  is,  that  it  was  put  up  in  l/.SU.  and  that  it 
was  standing  in  17-13,  allusion  being  made  to  it  in  the  act  passed  in  that  year. 
It  is  also  referred  to  in  the  late  Mr.  William  Grilhvli's  book  of  foundin;js,  as 
Jate  as  the  month  of  February,  177C. 


THE    RIVER    DEE.  ,'51  1 

sea,  tlie  tbllo^ving  statement  may   be  dcpenclcil  u[)oii  as 
ac'curatc : — 

In  1751 K1.TC  inclosed 1411  acres. 

In  I7C3   (Jdi 

In  171^0   348 

In  17;iO  louo 

-     In  !3iO  471 

Touil V,'Mi 


[flie  land  between  Uie  line  of  tbc  old  ehannel  of  the 
river  and  tlie  Clieshire  shore  belonging  to  adjoining  land- 
owners, is  included  in  these  quantities.*] 

In  the  early  part  of  tliis  great  undertaking,  many  indi- 
viduals were  seriously  injured,  and  some  probably  entirely 
ruined.  This  is  a  result  of  no  uncommon  occurrence  in 
extensive  projects.  Embarking  the  whole,  or  the  greater 
part  of  their  property  in  speculative  schemes,  in  whidi 
innumerable  contingencies  are  involved,  in  e.xijcctation 
of  speedy  and  abundant  remnneration,  thousands  of  indi- 
viduals suffer  the  bitterest  disappointment  from  a  total 
failure  of  their  project,  or  what  is  equally  ruinous  to  tliem, 
from  extreme  delay  of  dividends.  I-'rom  llie  latter  cause, 
numbers  of  the  original  subscribers  to  the  Dee  navigation 
suffered  severe  losses,  some  forfeiting  the  whole  of  their 
subscriptions,  rather  than  meet  the  calls  for  furtiier  ad- 
vances, and  others  disposing  of  their  shares  at  an  immense 
loss.  By  lliese  defections  and  transfers,  the  concern  fell 
into  wealthier  hands,  and  the  company  is  now  considered 
to  be  in  a  flourishing  condition.  This,  however,  must  be 
considered  as  referring  rather  prospectively  to  the  income 
of  the  company,  than  to  the  profits  already  derived  from 
the  ca[)llal.  The  follo^ving  statement  will  illustrate  this 
observation : — 

The  first  dividend  of  2  per  cent,  began  in  177''^i  and 
ceased  in  1781  ;  in  1/89,  a  dividend  of  l^  per  cent,  was 
pivid,  and  w  as  gradually  increased  to  5^  per  cent,  in  181-1, 

•  In  consciiucncc  of  lln-'  works  of  the  navigiuion,  between  i.liree  loid  four 
Uiuus.inil  acres  of  land  have  been  inclosed  from  tlie  sea  by  the  land  and  free- 
lioldcrs  of  '.lie  adjoining  pari'ilie';  on  the  Flintshire  side  if  the  new  eliannel  oi 
ihe  river. 
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but  lias  since  clecliiicd  to  -1  per  cent.  So  tliat  in  99  ycinv, 
from  I7i52  to  1831,  llicre  have  been  fifty  years  without 
any  dividend  at  all  being  paid;  and  for  the  forty-nine 
years  that  dividends  have  been  paid,  they  have  not  aver- 
aged more  than  Of  per  cent,  (not  rcckonini;  the  loss  ol' 
interest  in  the  Jiff  i/  years)  and  the  dividend  wow  (!8ol)  is 
only  4  per  cent. 


By  the  act  of  6  Geo.  II.  the  qualification  of  commis- 
sioners required  each  to  be  seized  of  an  estate  of  freehold 
lands,  tenements,  or  hereditaments  of  the  value  of  100/. 
per  annum;  which  by  a  subsequent  act  was  raised  to 
200^.  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of 
Chester,  being  commissioners  by  virtue  of  their  ollices ; 
(he  annual  meeting  of  the  commissioners  directed  to  be 
held  at  the  shire  liall,  on  the  first  of  August.  It  is 
a  notorious  fact,  that  for  a  long  series  of  years  after 
the  completion  of  the  navigation,  the  corporation  were 
guilty  of  the  greatest  apathy  and  palpable  neglect  of 
their  duties.  liy  tie  act  1/  Geo.  II.  it  is  directed  that  the 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  common  council  of  the  city  of 
Chester,  and  the  company  shall  each  respectively  ap[)oint 
a  supervisor,  and  in  case  of  death  or  removal,  the  vacancy 
to  be  sup))lied  within  a  month;  "And  in  case  the  said 
mayor,  aldermen,  and  common  council  of  the  said  city  of 
Chester,  or  the  said  company  respectively,  shall  be  guilty 
of  any  neglect  in  the  premises,  they  ahaJl  for  every  wy.En 
Ihey  shall  not  have  a  superviwr  appointed,  sworn,  and 
enrolled,  as  aforesaid,  respectively  forfeit  the  sum  of  fivk 
POUNDS."  Notwithstanding  this  penalty,  and  the  calls  of 
duty  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  city,  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  corporation  a[)pointcd  a  supervisor  at  all  until 
the  year  1/99,  a  period  of  fifty-six  years  from  the  passing 
of  the  act.  If  the  whole  penalties  for  this  neglect  IkuI 
l)eoii  enl'orced,  ihey  would  liave  aniounted  to  l'l,-j(.iO/. .' — 
Soon  after  the  connnencenient  of  the  present  century,  a 
feeling  of  interest  began  to  beshev/n  by  some  of  the  resident 
commissioners,  who  it  appears  made  a  representation  to 
the  company  on  the  subject  of  the  bad  atate  of  the  navi- 
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gatioii.  On  tlic  '2GtIi  of  June,  IS05,  the  coininuiv  nyrccl 
to  a  ?ui-\cy  of  the  river;  for  which  hiiiii>rt;i:it,  [)iir[iu>e 
Mr.  Diuilcy  Clai-ke,  and  Mr.  Charles  \ve(li;ev  tu'o  eminent 
engineers,  were  appointed.  On  the  8tii  ui  Kovomber,  in 
the  same  year,  at  an  adjourned  meeting  oi'eoinnii>>ioner.s 
on  wliicli  occasion  the  kite  Sir  H.  Ciynne,  Bart,  was 
chairman,  these  gentlemen  made  their  repcu-t,  in  which 
they  said,  "  The  standard  has  been  destroyed,  and  a  new 
standard  has  within  thuse  five  years  been  erected,  liie 
accuracy  of  M'liich  has  been  much  doubted."  'J'hcy  re- 
ported alx),  that  tlie  new  standard  ^^■;,s  one  Coot  seven 
inches  too  high,  and  tiiat  when  it  ajipeai-cd  by  that  stand- 
ard that  tiie  water  was  nine  feet  dceii  from  a  certain  fi.vcd 
point,  it  was  in  reality  only  seven  feet  five  inches  deep. 

Since  the  jieriod  I  am  now  spealiing  of,  and  espe- 
cially within  the  last  half  dozen  years,  the  annual  meet- 
ings of  the  commissioners  have  been  numerously  attended, 
and  sti'cnnous  exertions  made  to  urge  the  river  Dec  com- 
pany to  increased  efforts  in  giving  the  required  depth  to 
the  navigation.*  What  has  given  a  still  gicater  interest 
to  these  meetings,  \\'as  the  avo\ved  purpose  uf  the  Flint- 
shire land-owners  to  o[)ea  a  communication  bei\vecn  that 
county  and  the  town  of  Liverpool,  by  the  lower  ferry,  by 
which  the  circuitotis  route  through  Chester  would  be  ren- 
dered unnecessary,  auil  the  increased  tolls  arising  from 
the  erection  of  the  new  bridge  avoided.  It  was  more  than 
surmized,  in  the  first  instance,  that  a  bridge  acres-  the 
Dee  at  the  lower  ferry,  M-as  contemplated,  to  facilitate 
this  oliject.  'ibis  project  met  M'ith  the  most  vigorous 
opposition  from   the  re.-ridcnt  commissioners,  as  i£ij'jrious 

"  It  m;iy  be  stated,  as  tlic  iirincipal  causu  of  tlic  baJ  state  of  the  tiaviga. 
tion  before  ICOO,  lliat  from  forty  to  fifty  years  ago,  tlic  comixiiiy  made  an 
injuiUeiou^  comiiliance  witb  tlie  jiolicitation  of  the  citizens  of  Chcbier  in 
K'wcri!  ;<  ami  sliortenin;;  llic  groins  laiil  on  the  sotitb  jiile  of  tlic  vivi.i.  This 
.^•lii'!i.iii,i;i  iiiii^inaled  fiom  ilio  ciuniiusiar.ee  tbai  mo  \o>Mlb,  oi.c  b,lcii^iii;_- 
to  tlie  lale  Mc.  merchant  ];o;^irs,  ami  tlie  other  to  JMr.  J^tavkie  Uriiai'.hiirst, 
iuiv;ii.j  iicciiler. tally  yiit  tipmi  clie  groins  in  coming  up  the  river,  by  which 
they  received  consiilerable  ilainage.  In  consciiuenjc  of  this  complaint,  the 
groins  were  neglected,  by  which  the  low  water  channel  of  the  vivcc  was 
widened,  and  tlic  company  were  again  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  their  en- 
largcment,  so  as  to  contract  the  channel,  and  thereby  to  increase  its  depth. 
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to  tlic  navigation  of  the  river,  and  iaiuiical  to  the  inlcrtstf. 
of  the  city,  and  it  appears  to  have  been  liiially  abandoned. 
In  the  session,  liou'cvcr,  of  IS29,  our  riinlshirc  neigli- 
bours  obtained  an  act  for  making  ncu-  turnpike  roads 
from  the  towns  of  Flint  and  Mold  to  the  louver  ferry,  .and 
from  thence,  on  the  Cheshire  side  of  tlie  Dee,  to  tlic 
Chester  and  Parkgato-road,  to  join  tlie  latter  at  Wood- 
bank-lane.  Attem[)ts  have  also  been  made  to  increase 
the  facilities  of  the  ferry  for  the  conveyance  of  carriages 
across  the  Dec;  but  as  these  can  only  be  taken  over  at  a 
particular  state  of  the  tide  and  weather,  and  when  the 
current  is  moderate,  it  can  linrdly  be  expected  that  this 
.  route  will  ever  be  adopted  as  the  general  line  for  tra- 
velling. 

But  to  return  to  the  transactions  between  the  conr- 
missioners  and  tlie  Dee  company.  At  all  the  various 
meetings  of  the  rommissicners,  the  constant  subJL'ct  of 
complaint  was,  that  the  river  was  not  of  the  depih  re- 
(]uircd  by  act  of  parliament,  a::d  that  the  interests  of  the 
city  of  Chester  were  thereby  seriously  injured  in  its  trade. 
It  must  be  allowed  indeed,  that  the  former  complaint  has 
been  uniformly  weil-foundcil,  as  appears  from  all  the  re- 
ports of  the  supervisors,  according  to  their  assumed  height 
of  a  moderate  spring  tide  As  a  fair  specimen  of  the 
general  tenor  of  these  repoi  ts,  the  following  is  the  state- 
ment of  one  of  the  supervisors  as  the  depth  of  the  channel 
at  high  n-atcr  in  tiie  shallowest  part  of  the  river,  at  the 
subsequent  periods : — 

r.wc.                              IVuttr  i,.  O:,'  -D.:c.  liir.'iv^  the  Many. 

IS;iO  Fulmtiry  22  Uft.  Am Mft.  :,m. 

April  y    12       (;.],     17       S 

Ways 11       7       17       i 

July  9 M      C      t7      5 

September  18 11      2      , 17       1 

October  1  a 12     1)       \"      0 

DeceniViev  9    'i  I       i       IIJ     10 

Jrai  lVlmi;;ry  2; IT.       0        HI       7 

jMauli  27   IC       0       17       2 

This  ratio  of  the  present  depth  of  the  river,  I  have 
said,  may  be  taken  as  the  average,  at  a  moderate  spring 
'i'le,  in  the  shallowest  part,  by  which  the  reader  may 
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T^crccive  tlie  exact  dilTercnce  between  the  actual  ;uh1  Uic 
required  deptli,*    It  appears  the  commissioners  deemed 

=•  A  writer  of  great  scientific  attainments,  a  few  years  ago,  publislied 
some  important  observations  on  the  vague  and  indetcrmiiiute  nieaiiing  of  that 
clause  of  the  act  which  requires  a  certain  deptli  of  water  in  the  river,  and  of 
the  uncertain  criterion  by  which  that  depth  is  to  Le  ascertained.  These 
rematlis  are  so  cogent  and  conclusive,  and  sustained  by  such  unquestionable 
data,  that  1  think  no  apology  necessary  for  introducing  the  following  extract. 
Speaiiing  of  the  act,  the  autlior  says,  "  The  first  thing  in  the  act  deserving 
notice,  is,  the  condition,  '  Tl-.at  at  a  moderate  spring  tide,  as  marked  on  the 
standard  (which  is  destroyed),  there  shall  be  bftcen  feet  of  water :'  it  is  an 
acknowledged  fact,  that  tile  heights  of  the  tides  arc  not  the  saino  at  the  same 
periods  of  r.nv  two  years,  nor  is  there  a  coincidence  in  any  two  lunations  ; 
Ks  a  tccanencc  of  the  sr.me  circumstances  of  the  sun  and  niDcn  (which  are 
the  eliicf  cause  of  the  tides)  nevtr  happens  at  any  period.  As  this  doctrine 
militates  agai:!St  the  general  opinion,  that  at  every  new  and  full  moon  itie 
tides  are  the  same,  1  have,  for  proof  collected  the  following  table,  from  the 
Liverpool  Tide.izble,  of  tlie  lici^his  of  tlic  spring  tides  in  the  river  Jlersey, 
which  arc  consi.iercd  nearly  simultaneous  and  similar  to  the  Dec.  fur  twenty 
vcars,  distinguishing  those  of  new  from  those  of  full  mcon  ;  the  same  like- 
wise for  tlie  two  subsequent  days,  from  which  a  monthly  iuid  auniuJ  average 
is  deduced  below. 
The  heights  of  Spring  Tides  at  Nov/  and  Full  Moons,  and  the  t to  following 

days,  i'or  20  successive  years  in  the  re!,pcctivc  months,  are  as  follow  : 


New  Mvou. 

F 

dl  Moon 

Noiv.  |i.l  d.iy  o.id  il.iy. 

Mea 

n. 

Ful 

. 

Isl 

day.  ■J.iJ  a 

ay 

Me 

an. 

.lanup.ry     ..    IIJ     0,17       5)7       C 

2 

17 

1 

i;; 

2:  IS 

y 

17 

u 

February    ..    ID     fM7        0  lil        3 

7 

17 

(i 

1.'! 

71J 

2 

Vd 

9 

•JMavdi    ....    17     71'i        <<  l«      1! 

4 

lit 

2 

11; 

2  IIJ 

(i 

ii; 

11 

April ifJ    :si;!    iO!:j      i 

7 

1  ,'j 

ciir- 

2  1!) 

1 

i;; 

11 

i\iav 17    ;i  iu     ;<  I"     -• 

1 

17 

fj'l7 

1  17 

(i 

17 

u 

.lone ll.i  10^17       -  17       3 

1 

It; 

7,1.; 

10  u; 

10 

n; 

9 

July lo    ''.I''     :"i:     -J 

'■> 

lb' 

217 

U17 

•j 

IG 

10 

Au;;usl  ....    V,     1  17        I  17       9 

0 

IG 

:Vi7 

ill;; 

•J 

17 

5 

September..    U;  IttliJ       0,lfi       (i 

9 

17 

3  1!! 

3  111 

If 

11! 

1 

October....  in   2 lit    io;io     ] 

IS 

8 

17 

11  la 

7i« 

2 

1« 

:j 

November..    18     (JJS       fiilS       C 

13 

7 

la 

2  17 

1017 

3 

17 

9 

December  ..    17     C|ll!       !!|1S       1 

18 

1 

17 

17 

~4 

iv_ 

017 

4 

17 

4 

Average....    17     2,17     Ull"       1 

i(i 

i.itT 

General  Mean 17     'J 

17 

10 

"  Fro:n  these  it  plainly  appears  there  is  a  difierence  in  the  dlftcrent 
months,  as  well  as  on  the  respective  days  (consentar.enns  to  calciJation  tiad 
nalnral  causes)  ;  the  question  then  i.s  (the  standard  being  gone),  which  of 
llu'-..'  tides  Is  a  ■■  nuidnaie  spring  lide,"  to  detern:ine  tlie  deiuli  of  the  river, 
and  jurhops  tlie  possessioi!  of  the  company's  property  r  Tlic  lJ^lC^lion  is 
snilieieiilly  perplexing  even  widi  these  aggregate  data ;  if  separate  tides  arc 
to  be  considered,  the  subject  is  involved  in  far  greater  difliculty.  For  further 
illustration  of  this  dilemma,  compare  the  heights  of  one  month  only,  for  a 
number  of  years,  and  the  indelinitc  condition  of  "a  moderate  spring;  tiiu" 
v'Ul  be  manifest. 
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the  dilToi-cucc  so  great  as  to  justify  theiu  In  procmliii- 
ngainst  the  company,  and  accordingly  early  in  the  vcai- 
1828,  a  resolution  ^^■as  passed  that  legal  measures  should 
be  taken  to  coin])el  them  to  a  fiiUilment  ofilici"  ei.gage- 
nients.  All  the  preliaiinary  steps  wwc  taken  to  brhig 
the  question  to  an  issue,  up  to  the  stage  when  it  bec;,iuie 
necessary  to  publish  the  notice  in  tiie  London  Gazette; 
and  a  gentleman  i;i  London  Iiad  authority  to  see  that 
commission  executed.  Uut  a  day  or  t>,vo  before  the  im- 
jiortant  liour  arrived,  instructions  were  received  fi-oni  the 
committee  of  the  coinmissloncrs  to  withhokl  the  neces- 

"  Tlic  Iiel-Iit  of  llie  Tides  on  tl-e  Oay  of  New  and  FuU  iMoon  in  September 
of  (he  lollov.iiig  years,  was  : 


17iiO    17      1 1.-,     4     \\  I'M   i;     7 IG     !) 

TIiisslH  .-s  Uiat  the  iieijilus  vary  from  14  4  lo  ][)  7.  m-ifcingmliflercncc 
of  5  feet  3  inches  in  the  same  montli ;  and  creating  a  rtitiiculty  of  dotermina- 
tion  not  gtiierally  apprchcfiLlod,  or  easily  surmounled  ;  to  add  to  t!ie  eni- 
barrsssments  already  pointed  out,  tlie  act  furnishes  anotlier  of  considcrahle 
moment,  tliat  of  taking  tlic  depths  at  TiiiiEr,  successive  tides;  in  the 
first  place,  it  does  not  specify  .-.t  wliat  periods  of  the  year,  or  of  tlie  tides,  the 
examination  sliuU  be  lia-.l ;  nor  whether  the  ihioe  successive  tides  are  to  bo 
tv/o  day  and  one  right,  or  two  niglit  and  one  day's  tide,  one  of  wliidi,  accord. 
m^  to  the  stipulation,  must  eventually  be  selected  ;  in  tlic  -icxt,  it  is  not  said 
whether  all  tlie  tl-.roe  shall  satisfy  the  staiulard,  or  a  mean  of  ihum  be  the 
criterion  cf  the  depth  :  it  is  probable  that  the  latter  is  the  proper  construction 
of  the  act,  and  that  the  three  successive  tides  afa-r  llie  sy/ygie,  or  new  and 
fi;l!  moon,  are  to  he  selected  for  the  determination,  hecausc  thuy  are  generally 
ronsidered  the  principal  ones  of  the  springs:  but  the  knot  is  still  untied,  the 
mean  of  two  nights,  ajid  one  day-tide  at  particular  periods  of  t!ic  year, 
and  circumstances  of  the  moon,  will  be  very  different  froni  the  n^ean  of  two 
Jay  and  one  night  tide  taken  at  the  sr.me  springs.  An  e\:uiiple  nrnir.iscu. 
onvly  i„ken  iVom  many  hundred  ob>ervali.ins.  vill  esplain  tl-.c  aigumcm  : 
■•^l  a  full  moon  in  Sqileniber,  ;he  two  day  a;-,.!  inic;;;icdiale  nig'ut  (ides  were, 
■■l>  I  — 17  n — 17  ;: ;  n\cM\  17  :i :  on  the  same  days  the  two  nights  and  one 
lay  were  17  11— 17  ;; — 1;(  4,  mean  Iff  2,  diill-rence  one  foot ;  consequently, 
If  the  standard  be  supposed  lii  feet,  the  first  would  be  dilicient  10  indies,  the 
...itter  t'i-0  inciifi  in  excess,  ami  so  in  many  oliicr  iiistiinces." 
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sary  [iublication,  wliicli  being  entirely  omitted,  tlie  wliole 
proceedings  fell  to  tlie  j^Toiiiul.  'J'liis  extraordinary  mea- 
sure created  miicli  dissatisfaction  in  some,  and  MU-pri/e  in 
ail,  and  never  received  tluit  satisfactory  explanation  its 
importance  demanded.  It  lias  been  stated,  hov.-over,  that 
this  abandonmeut  of  [U'cccediugs  was  dietafed  by  a  wish 
to  conciliate  the  company,  who,  it  was  apprehended,  if 
])Lislicd  to  extremities,  might  be  disposed  to  lend  their 
iH)[)osing  influence  to  the  project  of  the  Flinishire  land- 
crA'ners  in  throwing  a  bridge  over  the  Dee  at  tlie  lower 
ferry,  an  object  tlien  thouglit  to  lie  in  agitation,  and 
%vbich,  if  carried  inio  effect,  would  have  been  extremely 
injurious  to  Chester,  as  a  thoroughfare  bet\'\'een  tlie  prin- 
cipality and  the  town  of  Liverpool.  Tlicre  is  ;ilso  strong- 
reasons  for  believing,  that  other  members  of  the  commit- 
tee expressed  a  conviction,  that  the  eomi'any  bad  not 
only  done  every  thing  which  they  couid  do  to  im[n'ovc 
the  navigation  of  the  river  under  INlr.  Telford's  directions, 
but  that  they  were  well  disposed  to  follow  up  every  other 
improvement  by  sucli  further  measures  as  be  should  re- 
commend. Wlicther  one  or  both  of  these  suppositions 
be  well  founded  or  otherwise,  the  withholding  the  notice 
from  the  Ga/.ette  completely  neutralized  all  the  former 
proceedings,  and  if  ever  the  commissioners  sliould  see  it 
proi)er  to  prosecute  ;lieir  hostile  resolution,  they  must 
commence  <le  j/m'o. 

That  a  safe  navigalion  in  the  I'iver  is  of  the  fir^t  con- 
sequence to  the  city,  is  a  fact  of  undeniable  importance, 
but  whether  the  channel  lias  that  depth  of  water  required 
by  the  act  of  jiarlianieiit,  can  never  with  certainty  be 
ascertained,  in  the  absence  of  the  original  standard.  Nor 
is  it  unreasonable  tliat  the  commissioners  should  be  in- 
clined to  enforce  the  stijmlations  on  the  company.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  mu-t  be  admitted,  that  the  company 
iKue  not  lieeii  i-cganlless  of  the  complaints  which  from 
time  to  time  have  fiern  urged.  In  the  year  ISIJ,  the 
celebrated  i\Jr.  'i'elford  was  engaged  by  the  conijiany,  and 
has  ever  since  been  i-etained,  for  the  express  purpose  ot 
exercising   bis   well   known   abilities   iu   deepening  the 
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.^^  bee. ...;,..,:,,,,;;;:  ^::;;-2--^^^^^ 

at  present  is  in  as  perfect  a  state  as  it  is  ..n  M      ,.'        ' 
tl'c  subject  of  the  n\eans  ernpC    to  1  •  ,  '     .  "     C     ''" 

t!e,.an   of  undoul    d'Si;:,?' ^'"'"/rY  '  "^"'^' ^  ^'^"- 

or,  he  observed, 'Mi.atl.eco;u;rt^;.::r^^^^^^^ 
"ssnre  the  gentlemen  present    -ind       '  "^ -' f' ^'"■corely 

Tolford  to  bearu-itnesitoi;;':;^',!^    J  'Ir"^^''- 
i'^"l   been  invariably   sdiei^.]   .,,.' '.  "f  ;'^'-  "f^^  ^l'""0" 

.  ;'--y^-vhicht,^eo:;a;^;;;,,rLsr;;:!! 

;snoS:"^/d5^^"-^^^^ 

boon  do,;e.n       in/         I  ■"??""'  ""'  "othinghad 
-U.-vete:r,:::;.''^'^'''':;-- -■--!-'  to 

'ione  that  l,e  l,as  reconnnended,  ^nd  M     4,     ;   ';'  '""' 

"r:?t,;:.c;:!?^sr-i::^'---'---^^ 

♦■1         ,.    ,  iottRsc  interroeatoi- ec    Mi-  'r,.\ 

lord   replied,  "I    l.nou- m  „t!„ ,.    i-     '  '   ■'^^'-  ^ol- 

Tliat  j\Ir.   Telford   ^t-\u,]-  1  :    i    •     1  ■ 

.i™uc™,K.e.,j;  ■:;r:^;y;'  ;^|;;°I.'»""•,"■• 
■i"i "■ii.iojci b, „■„„■„, »i,„,;,i,„  ,:;'";, :,;;, ■ 

;:'"■""  "■"", '"  "■'■  ■««'™= »"""  -   s  ,™:; 

'l">Mto  object   might   be  aUaine<l      If  i,      1       li 
tl'at  the  operation  of  nb  ''''  '''i"""'- 

>nci,t   ab.oute         ,        '   '     ,,      ^^^"^'-'^ '''■^"'lo'-s  its  attain- 
''"''•^'fe!>    Hnpn.ct.eable,  it   uu.st  he  useless,  if  not 
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livifair,  to  press  llic  company  on  tlie  SLilijccl, ;  orifllicy 
<lkl,  ;ui(l  lliat  successfully,  all  the  proceeds  olthe  company's 
property,  wliich  they  would  be  cnipov/ered  to  eniplov, 
Mould  bo  expended  in  vain.  On  the  other  band,  should 
It  bo  made  satisfactorily  to  apjienr,  that  by  sonic  speciiic 
process,  the  required  depth  of  water  might  be  acquired, 
then,  indeed,  a  j^'ood  foundation  ^^■oLild  he  laid  fur  enforc- 
ing- the  act,  and  the  amount  of  expenditure  to  the  com- 
pany ought  not  to  weigh  as  un  opposing  considci'ation. 
In  the  mean  unie,  the  crude  oi)inions  of  men  unacquainted 
witli  so  diHiciilt  a  subject,  which  have  been  plentifully 
scattered  abroad,  ought  to  pass  for  noiiiing.*     U'hile  it  is 

•  Witlioul  ofrcring  an  npiiiion  on  the  feasibility  ol'  tiie  rulloriii^  plan,  I 
sluiH  litre  subjoin  a  cjuotation  from  an  inlclli^^tcni  [jeinleman  of  tlic  fily,  wlio 
wrote  about  the  year  lli07.  relative  to  the  Dee  :— "  The  moans  that  the  cele- 
brated Ulr.  Smcatoii  took  to  deepen  Ranisgate  harbour  liave  long  appeared 
to  nie  (hi  conjunction  with  the  driving  of  piles  to  conKne  the  stream,  if  possi- 
lile,  within  proper  limits)  particularly  calculated  to  deepen  the  bed  of  the 
river  below  the  embankment,  and  likewise  to  increase  the  quantity  of  v/atcr 
in  the  embanked  pari,  and  cleanse  It  when  necessary.  At  the  upper  end  of 
the  harbour  he  created  an  immense  reservoir,  which  filled  with  the  flood  tide 
and  the  cyatcnta  of  whicli  were,  by  means  of  sluices,  exploded  at  the  ebb 
against  tile  accumulalcj  sand  and  mad.  This  .soon  produced  effects  to 
obtain  which  goverimicnt  had  in  vain  expended  many  thousands  ;  the  har- 
bour was  cHeclually  deepened,  and  has  been  tlie  meanv  of  preserving  hundreds 
of  vessels,  which  otherwise  might  have  been  lost  on  the  neighbouring  shoals. 
To  obtain  this,  and  many  other  valuable  purposes,  I  wish  to  propose  to  the 
river  Dec  company,  to  erect  a  lock  with  suitable  weirs  or  sluices  near  the 
extremity,  or  perhaps  the  termination  of  the  new  cut.  I  believe  tlic  materials 
for  erecthig  it,  and  the  proper  spot  for  the  erection  will  be  found  in  a  bed  of 
rock  near  this  point.  A  lock  being  thus  erected,  vessels  would  enter  at  tlie 
flood  or  any  other  time  of  the  tide,  when  there  was  depth  of  water  enough 
below  the  lock  to  float  them  into  it.  Upon  the  return  of  the  tide,  the  "atcs 
being  shut,  the  water  above  the  lock  would  be  retained,  so  as  to  form  a  noble 
wet  dock,  extending  in  a  navigable  shape  in  a  south-east  direction,  past  the 
city,  as  far  perhaps  as  Bangor." 

Al'hatever  credit  is  due  to  this  speculation,  it  is  certainly  entitled  to 
more  respect  than  some  otiier  hypotheses  that  have  been  advanced.  The 
worthy  Kicordi-r  Tyrwliiit,  who  is  deserving  of  mufli  praise  from  the  citizens 
for  his  zealous  exertions  in  pressing  the  comp.my  l>i  the  i'ullihuent  of  their 
engagements,  lookup  a  must  unfortunate  position  in  his  argument,  maintain- 
ing, "that  the  embankments,  and  the  laying  down  of  groins,  which  had  been 
produced  in  evidence  of  the  company's  wish  to  fulfil  their  engagements,  h.ad 
had  a  direct  effect  of  injuring,  instead  of  improving  the  navigation."  "H'ith 
an  almost  unbroken  stream  of  authorities   against  tlii«   theory,  the  Icjrncd 
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inciiiiiboiit  on  llic  curi)or;itian  and  l!ic  chizcu'^  lo  wasci; 
-.villi  vigilance  our  coninicrcial  interests,  it  is  (k'sirab'iL' 
that  tlicir  proceedings  should  be  niarl.ed  b\  %visdo!n  Inm 
discretion. 


'S'.-.Iraon  f iB!;cri,'  m  t(j:  Dfr. 

^  Thii  river  \v:is  formerly  remarkable  for  the  (juantify. 
as  it  is  still  for  the  excellent  quality  of  its  salmon,  llv 
the  charter  of  Henry  VII.  the  mayor  and  shcriilb  were 
constituted  conservators  of  the  fisliery,  to  wh.om  its  pro- 
tection was  confided,  and  who  «-erc  empowered  to  impose 

gentleman  would  Iiavc  cut  a  sorry  figure  in  liis  enilo.ivours  to  establish  it  in  a 
court  of  juilicuture.  Jlr.  Blackburn,  in  his  observations  on  rcaivcrin-  i.inci 
from  the  sea,  published  in  1G25,  says,  "  When  land  is  recovered  on  the  banks 
of  rivers,  anotlier  advantage  derived  is,  tliat  by  covJinUt;,  the  n;Uer,  the 
courses  arc  dcci>cncd ;  that  mar.y  rivers,  wliieh  at  present  arc  not  navigable, 
nnght  be  uiadc  so,  to  the  evident  benefit  of  tlie  enur.try  through  which  they 
How  ;  indeed,  it  cannot  ),e  doubted,  that  the  recovery  of  land,  on  the  borders 
of  rivers  is  of  the  utnioM  advantage."  In  illnstr.ition  of  .his  position,  may 
be  also  quoted,  tlic  following  rem.arks  from  Kees's  Cyclojix-dia  (article  c.-inal), 
in  allusion  to  tlie  Dee  navigation  :— "  The  new  straight  cut  tliat  was  at  first 
eight  feet  deep  in  general,  principaUy  through  maifhes,  soon  scoured  ilsvlf 
out,  so  that  ships  of  200  tons  could  come  up  to  the  town,  and  where  the 
time  of  high  water  became  earlier  by  three  quarters  of  an  lujur,  than  wliep 
the  tide  had  to  make  its  way  through  the  old  crooked  and  sliallow  channel."— 
The  preamble  to  tlic  act  of  Ui'M,  to  enable  tlie  mayor  and  citizens  of  Cliestec 
to  recover  and  preserve  the  navigation  of  tlie  river  Dee,  is  also  a  snllicient 
refutation  of  the  recorder's  position.  It  states,  that  "  the  navigation  of  the 
river  Dee  was  theretofore  navigable  for  ships  and  vessels  of  considerable  bur. 
Jen  from  tl:e  sea  to  tlie  c:ity  of  Cliester,  but  by  neglect  of  the  said  river,  and 
for  want  ot  sufficient  bimhs,  works,  and  fences  on  the  sides  thereof  ar/aiusi 
the  Jlux  and  reflux  of  the  sea,  the  channel  of  the  said  rivet  was  become  so 
various  and  uncertain,  tiiat  liy  sands  and  otherwise  tlie  navigation  to  the  said 
city  was  almost  lost  and  destroyed,"  &c.  Caplaiii  Varranron's  observations, 
before  quoted,  as  well  as  the  subsequent  .acts,  all  aU.-ibn'e  the  silling  up  of 
the  riv.r  !o  the  ..ame  cause,  and  recommend  embanUmems  as  the  oi.ly  Uiec- 
tive  means  of  restoring  tlio  navigation.  It  is  not  necessary,  however,  to  en:er 
furllier  into  a  comment  on  lliis  part  of  the  liistory  of  tlie  river.  It  is  evident 
tliat  tlio  river  has  silted  up  progressively  from  the  year  1;5:17  to  17;J3,  wher, 
the  first  embankment  was  begun  ;  consequently  the  embankments,  whieli  had 
no  existence  till  after  17:t;j,  could  not  be  the  c.uisc  of  the  sand.banks  com- 
plained  of  in  tlie  cstiiarv  centuries  before. 
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lints  Miul  forfeitures  against  all  persons  using  unlawful 
nets,  &.C.  tlieir  jurisdiction  extending  from  Iron-bridge  to 
Arnoldslieir.*     In  former  tiirics,  say  50  years  ago,  such 

•  In  ancient  times  the  serjo.intship  of  tlie  river  was  vested  in  tlic  Gros- 
venor  family.     I  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  at  what  precise  iicrioJ  this 
office  was  granted,  but  documents  are  extant  to  shew  tliat  it  was  exercised  by 
the  bead  of  that  house  in  tl-.e  rci^'ii  of  Edward  I\'.     It  appears  that  subse. 
quently  to  the  grant  of  Henry  the  Seventli's  charter,  this  right  was  still  as- 
sumed  by   the  family,   though  afterwards  abandoned.     Amo:ig  tlic  Eaton 
MSS.  I  find  a  precept  issued  by  Sir  Uichard  fliiddleton,  of  Chirl;  castle,  and 
Francis   Cholmondcley  of  Vale   Koy.il,  executors  of  Sir  Thomas  Grosvenor, 
and   guardians  of  his  son   Sir  Richard;  then  a  minor,  claiming  for  tlie  latter 
this   ofKce.     This  document  is  dated  .June  24,   170J,  and  from  which  iliu 
following  arc  extracts  : — "  Whereas  the  office  of  scrjeantship  and   custody  of 
the  said  river  Dee  doth   belong  to  us,  K.  Jliddleton  and  Francis  Cholmon. 
deley,  during  the  minority  of  Sir  Kichard  Grosvenor,  .and  all  and  whatsoever 
to  the  said  oihco  of  serjcantship  of  the  said  river  l)ee  in  any  wise  belongo'.h 
and  appcrtaineth,"  iSoc.  •  •  •  •  •  •  "  Now  know  ye,  that  we  the  aforesaid 

have  constituted,  ordeyned,  and  in  our  place  put  Kobert  Crercwood,  of  the 
city  of  Chester,  Esq.  to  be  our  sufficient  deputy  in  the  said  orticc  of  sorgeai-.t- 
sliip,  &c.  from  the  place  commonly  called  the  Iron-bridge,  .above  Cliester 
bridge,  to  the  place  called  Arnoldsheir,  and  to  have  the  custody,  &c.  with 
full  power  for  the  said  Robert  Brerewood,  liLs  deputies,  agents,  assistants  and 
servants,  to  have,  hold,  use,  &c.  during  the  ininority  of  the  said  Sir  Richard 
Orosvenor,  yielding  an  account  yearly  of  his  doings,  actings,  .ind  proceedings, 
when  and  as  often  as  he  shall  be  required." 

In  consequence  of  this  appointment,  Mr.  Brerev/ood  seems  to  have  ad- 
dressed an  order  "  to  the  stewards  of  the  company  or  society  of  drawers  in 
Dee,"  commanding  their  attendance  upon  him  on  a  certain  day,  to  wliieh  the 
following  note  is  added  : — "  This  I  went  with  to  :\Ir.  Edward  P.artington, 
mayor  of  Chester,  who,  by  the  advice  of  the  recorder,  refused  to  sign  ;  on 
whicli  I  sent  my  own  warrant,  as  I  am  alderman  of  the  com])any  of  the 
drawers  in  Dec,  conmiandiiig  them  to  attend  me  in  the  right  of  Sir  Richard 
Orosvenor,  according  to  ancient  custom,  wliich  accordingly  they  all  did, 
many  Imudreds  of  people  being  present  att  ray  setting  out,  and  att  my  return 
hiime.  A  true  account  of  my  proceedings  is  with  Cozen  Francis  Cholmon- 
deley,  to  be  kept  with  other  evidences  in  the  library  at  Eaton.  RoiiERT 
Urerewood,  24  July,  1705." 

"  10  Auy.  1705 — .4  parlUular  ofiwj  acts  and  doiiujs. 

"I  desired  tile  mayor's  warrant  to  command  the  companies  of  diuwers 
in  Hee,  tliat  ihey  attend  me,  but  the  recorder  advised  the  mayor  not  :..  sign 
my  warrant  lor  the  lnirpo.se;  lie  aledged  that  the  olliee  of  serje.-.ni  w.i,  give:i 
by  charter  to  the  city  of  Chester,  by  Henry  VII.  I  made  out  ilia;  liiehard 
IJrosvenor,  ICsq.  of  Eaton,  bad  exeeuied  that  otiiee  in  his  own  right  in  t'.ia 
veign  of  ICinsj  Edward  the  Fourth,  which  was  long  before  the  cittye's  preten- 
sions,  on  which,  they  all  were  willing  I  sliould  proceed  to  execute  the  said 
oIKce  in  the  right  of  Sir  Rich.ard  Orosvenor  ;  but  the  recorder  said  it  was  no; 
convenient  for  the  mayor  to  sign  a  'v.inant,  though  lahewcdawari-anl  written 
\0L,  II.  S  S 


f;-2'?/  iilsTOUV  oi'  ciiK.sri-.ii. 

«-as  III'-  :il)iui(l.iii.-i'  <.l  ;;ilniiui  lnKrii  m  (lie  nvci,  lliiK  ,i 
jiorscu  li(i\\-  li\'ui:;  in  1  IhuiIIm  icl.'.c  lulmi"  :  nir,  liccidi 
rcnuMiilHT  this  li-!i  lu-iu;;- ;.iiM  in  Clir^icr  ,;■,  \o\\  as  \\\o 
jicncc  liaU'potiuv  :i  junnul,  anil  srliloni  iiumc  (liaii  si\ 
pence;  and  not  more  than  lliirlv  years  sineo,  ilic  supply 
Avas  so  great,  that  after  lurnishhig-  our  o^\•^  market,  ihv 
the  city  and  neighbourhood,  five  or  six  one-horse  carts 
«'ere  employed  in  conveying  it  for  sale  to  distant  places. 
There  arc  at  present  about  thirty-two  oared  boats  cm- 
j:loyed  in  the  fishery,  M'hich,  notwithstanding  the  advanced 
j)rice  of  the  article,  is  much  less  profita.ble  to  the  fisher- 
men than  formerly  ;  and  a  still  stronger  evidence  of  the 
diminished  quantity  of  fish  is  to  be  found  in  this  fact,  that 
the  salmon  cage,  situated  at  the  soutli  side  of  the  cause- 
M-ay,  is  now  rented  at  half  the  sum  it  was  thirty  years 
ago.  'I'his  reduction  in  an  article  of  food,  wliich  is  now 
deemed  one  of  our  prime  luxuries,  is  much  to  be  regret- 
ted, and  it  may  also  be  thought  a  subject  of  wonder,  inas- 
much as  there  have  been  more  legislative  enactments  to 
preserve  the  salmon  fishery  than  that  of  aiiy  other  similar 
productions.  Among  the  principal  causes  of  this  evil,  are 
the  following  : — 1.  The  practice  of  using  nets,  not  allowed 
by  act  of  ])arliament,  particularly  iuth(?  niontiis  ofiNl'arch, 
April,  and  May,  under  pretence  of  catching  sparlings  ; 
\vhereas  the  object  and  practice  is  to  take  the  young  fry. 

hy  old  GLOrgc  BuIKluy,  for.iicrly  cbnk  cf  the  rcnticc,  rcLiliiig  to  the  service. 
I  biguat  ihc  Wiin.iiU  myself,  bcirjg  aklL-niKin  ot"  the  s,ucl  conip^Lny.  On  the 
tUlh  I  set  out  from  Eaton  with  three  boaiK,  and  at  the  bridge  at  Chester  I 
was  met  by  all  the  company's  boats,  and  attended  iiie  as  I'ar  as  their  boats 
Were  able  to  abide  out  at  sea  ;  but  that  day  in-oving  f  tormy,  1  could  see  no 
neUs  or  stakes,  but  yet  safe  at  night  into  Hilbrec,  widi  tliree  boats  only, 
though  we  had  nine  in  company  when  wo  came  from  Chester." — Tlie  next 
and  only  other  assumption  of  serjeantship  by  the  Grosvenor  family  took  place 
nearly  five  years  after  the  above,  since  which,  I  believe,  no  attempt  has  been 
iriade  to  maintain  the  right.  Blr.  Brercwood's  report  of  his  last  excursion  is 
as  I'.illows:— "  Jlay  lilst,  1710.  I  went  that  day  in  my  boate.  with  tliree 
suv.mis  dov.iie  the  viver  Dee,  to  cleare  the  channel  from  every  ob>truclion 
ih.it  la.glit  be  therein  that  might  hinder  the  free  passage  both  of  fish  and 
buates,  in  right  of  Sit  Kichard  (irosvcnor,  Bart,  but  neither  in  my  going  down, 
nur  it]  my  return  to  Eaton,  found  any  nctts,  stakes,  or  other  obstructions 
wl:al^,oevcr.  \V'itncss  my  hand  the  day  and  year  above  written — RontKr 
bllLJltWOOU." 
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— '2.  Taking  the  fish  ckii-iiig  the  fence  iiioiuhis,  that  is, 
;.)ct\vccn  tlie  12tli  of  August  niul  the  12th  Noveuibcr.' 
—3,  By  placing  lletL^  in  the  mill  race,  at  the  bottom  of 
the  u'atcr,  in  the  inoiths  of  March,  April,  and  May;  and 
on  tlic  passage  of  the  f\--h  from  the  sea  in  July,  August, 
and  September. — -i.  In  July,  August,  and  September,  the 
.s.-.lmou  fry  begin  to  take  the  river  iv  great  abundance,  at 
from  half  a  pound  to  u  poiuid  and  a  iialf  weight;  a  great 
portion  of  these  arc  taken  in  the  ri^-er  betn-een  the  lowrr 
ferry  and  the  causeway  m  net^',  the  small  meshes  of  v/hich, 
in  the  breast  and  bag  are  made  for  the  purpose.  If  these, 
illegal  and  destructive  practices  v/ere  suppressed,  it  is 
believed,  that  the  fishery  might  be  restored  to  Us  former 
pros])eriiy;  nor  does  the  remedy  appear  impracticable. 
Tiie  law  already  allows  the  seizure  of  nets  of  improper 
dimensions,  as  well  as  of  all  fish  below  a  certain  size,  and 
in  certain  seasons,  besides  the  infliction  of  a  penalty  of 
■il.  upon  each  olTender.  The  appointment  cf  an  autho- 
rised person  by  the  magistrates,  narrowly  to  ins[)ect,  and 
vigilantly  to  apply  himself  in  the  detection  of  offences, 
%vould  go  a  great  way  in  suppressing  the  evil ;  and  what 
would  render  this  fluty  the  less  dillicult  (jf  execution  is 
till-.,  that  the  fishermen  themselves  would  be  inclined  to 
lend  th.eir  aid  in  putting  a  stop  to  it.  It  may  be  true  that 
the  illegal  practices  are  followed  I)y  all,  but  each  pursues 
them  because  his  neighbours  do  the  same,  though  he  is 
conscious  that  whatever  tends  to  a  prematiu'e  destruction 
of  the  young  fry  is  ultimately  injurious  to  the  general 
interests  of  the  craft.  At  all  events,  the  importance  of 
restoring  the  fishery  to  the  public  would  justify  the  most 
strenuous  efforts  of  the  magistracy  in  adopting  measures 
to  promote  so  valuable  an  object. 

*  U)  ■.\  cl;uise  in  v.Juit  is  termad  Home  DniromoncVs  act,  the  magis- 
iruu's  Ik'.vl'  11  >li»i.Ti.'iion.uy  luiHci- 10  lix  the  I'eiK'e  months  ;  and  .i  gcntU-ni;in 
who  is  iniimatcly  acquainted  with  the  iishory  assures  me,  that  if  the  magis. 
(rates  woukl  alter  the  present  limits  oC  these  to  from  the  1st  of  October  to  the 
1st  of  January,  tlicy  would  confer  a  singular  advantage  on  the  fishery. 
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Nantvvicij    Canal.— Acts  11  and  17  Geo,  ill.— TIig 
general  direction   of  this  canal  is   about  south-east  for 
about  18  miles,  in  the  county  of  Chester ;  it  is  not  greatly 
elevated  above   the  level  of  the  sea;  its  principal  objects 
I  are  the  export  of  farming  produce,  and   the  import  of 

coals  and  lime  tor  Nantwich  town,  and  the  surrounding 
country;  it  forms  a  double  communication  between  two 
points  in  the  line  of  tiieEUesmcre  canal,  at  Chester  and 
'  at  Francktoii  common.  The  canal  commences  iu  the 
tide-way  in  the  Dee,  in  the  city  of  Chester,  near  to  where 
the  Ellesmcrc  cana!  crosses  the  same,  and  terminates  at 
the  town  of  Nantwich  ;  at  Stoke,  in  the  parish  of  Acton, 
it  is  joined  by  tlie  Whitchurch  branch  of  the  Ellesmere 
canal;  from  Chester  to  Barbridge,  S|  miles  long,  ^^ith  a 
fall  of  40  feet,  to  Middlewich,  near  to  the.  'Irent  and 
Mersey  canal,  but  not  into  it.  Although  this  branch, 
intended  for  bringing  salt  to  Chester,  was  not  executed, 
the  expenses  amounted  to  80,000.'.  and  the  sliares  became 
perhaps  the  most  depreciated  of  any  concern  in  the  king- 
dom, being  sold  at  one  time  for  less  than  1  per  cent,  of 
-    /  //j        /    .'.,//,•     ,-,-,,  their  original  value.     When  this  project  was  first  entered 

^       ■'  •  '  ^'  /■'      '«   •'-    ' 'V  upon,  the  good  folks  of  Cliester  appear  to  have  thought 

"  '■■  '■'      V    /'•■■••"    ','  '  '  •'   "  •  that  their  fortunes  M'ere  about  to  be  made  :  the  cutting  of 

., /,^  ^,.,,,  I     i\,  .,/,<' ~- .'/  .  the  first  .sod  was  celebrated  by  public  rejoicings;  and 

^f.<€ri    /(   ,/c    /.,///    f,,o  almost  every  one  that  could  by  any  means  scrape  together 

l\^  ,,^      ".■■.-.,,       '    •/'.■  <    ,-«.  ^  hundred  pounds,  was  anxious  to  embark  in  this  golden 

'',.'.     ,.  .  '''^l>^''»'-j  Ijy  purchasing  a  share  in  it. 

/'.'  "     ''■  '    '  "■  ■    /'■  '  ■''"','       •  Ei-LESMERE  Canal.— Acts  S3,  two  of  die  36,  41,  42, 

'"'•'"'     '■•"'.■  ^•' '  "^^     ■■//>  and  44  of  Geo.  Ill,     The  general  direction  of  this  canal 

is  nearly  south  for  57  miles  by  a  crooked  course  tlirough 
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(lie  counties  of  Chester,  Dciiliigli,  and  Salop  ;  Us  ])riiiei- 
jjal  summit  is  considerably  elevated  above  tiie  sea ;  it^^ 
qreut  object  is  the  improvement  of  the  agriculture  of  the 
exicusive  and  fertile  tracts  through  Avhich  it  passes,  for 
uniliMg  the  Mersey,  Dee,  and  Severn  rivers,  and  export- 
ing coals,  lime,  and  slate  from  the  skirts  of  the  W'elsi; 
hills.  This  canal  commences  in  the  Mersey  river  (nine 
miles  above  Liverpool)  at  Ellcsmere-port  in  Netherpool, 
and  terminates  in  the  Severn,  at  Bagley  bridge,  very  near 
to  the  termination  of  the  Shrewsbury  canal.  At  the  n.  w. 
part  of  Chester  city,  it  connects  with  the  Nantwicli  canal, 
and  near  the  same  place,  crosses  and  connects  M'ith  the 
tide-way  in  the  Dee  river.  From  Francton  common  is  a 
brancii  of  about  twenty-five  miles,  passing  from  the  town 
of  Whitchurch  to  the  Cliestcr  canal  at  Stoke,  in  Acton 
parish,  near  Nautwich;  from  which  branch,  anotiier  of 
about  seven  miles  proceeds  from  Fee-moss  to  I'rtes- 
hcatli ;  from  Hordlcy,  oa  the  main  line,  u  branch  of  near 
11  miles  proceeds  to  the  line  of  the  Montgomery  canal 
near  Llanymyncch  and  the  Veniiew  river ;  there  being 
from  this  branch  another  to  the  termination  of  the  Mont- 
gomery canal  at  Portywain  lime-works  near  Llanyblod- 
wcU.  From  the  Mersey  to  the  Dec  (sometimes  called 
the  Wirral  branch),  the  distance  is  ten  miles.  The  depth 
of  water  in  this  canal  is  4|  feet,  and  the  canal  in  general 
is  calculated  (or  boats  of  70  feet  long  and  7  ^vide  ;  but  the 
Wirral  branch  is  formed  for  boats  of  70  feet  long  and  14 
i'ect  wide.  There  is  a  tunnel  near  Chirk  of  7/5  yards  in 
length,  and  another  at  Weston  Lullingfield  of  4B7  yards 
in  length.  At  Pont-cysylhy,  this  canal  is  carried  over 
the  river  Dee  in  an  immense  aqueduct  trough,  composed 
of  cast  iron  plates,  20  feet  wide,  6  feet  deep,  and  320  feet 
long;  this  is  supported  on  19  pair  of  conical  stone  pillars, 
at  52  feet  asunder,  and  the  middle  ones  125  feet  in  height. 
At   Chirk    is  a  very  largo  stone   aqueduct  bridge  of  tin 

;.i.-b.'„,    •.!(>()    y;,i(l/iu     |.i.,-tb,     .,r,il  (",.-,  r,.l    l,l;-l,,'.,v.  ,    li," 

'..Clio;-     uv.r;    ami     ..'.(i      llr      AIL),    livi    lli.n     i:-...l    

acjueduct  bridge.  'Iliis  can;d  i-  h  d  lidiii  ihi:  l><<:  nvii  l,y 
the  Lhuulisillo   branch,  and  that  river  is  comijcnsalcd  l)y 
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a  cut  iVoii)  liaia-pool ;  and,  all  sprinj^'s  williiii  two  iiiiloi 
iVoin  tills  canal  may  be  taken  lor  its  use.  Near  Riiaboii 
one  of  Rowlaiui  and  Co.'s  balance  locks  was,  in  1797) 
tried  on  a  12  feet  fall,  for  saving  water.  Tlie  engineers 
employed  on  this  extensive  work,  wore  Messrs.  William 
Jessop,  Tliomas  Telford,  Joiin  Fletcher,  and  Tliomas  Dad- 
ford.  The  most  considerable  j)rogrcss  was  first  made  at 
the  northern  end  of  the  line,  and  in  February,  179G,  flats 
laden  with  coals  began  to  arrive  at  Chester  from  the  Lan- 
cashire collieries  by  the  Wirral  branch,  and  soon  after 
convenient  passage  boats  were  established,  for  the  regular 
conveyance  of  passengers  towards  Liverpool  or  back,  on 
lower  rates  than  are  charged  on  the  Bridge  water  canal, 
according  to  distance.  In  Januai'y,  17^7,  the  navigation 
was  continued  to  Becston-brook  ;  and  in  the  same  year 
the  southern  end  of  the  line  was  opened  from  Shrewsbury 
to  the  VVeston-Lnllingfielu  tuiuiel.  The  company  are 
authorised  to  raise  500,000/.,  the  amount  of  shares  being 
}<)0l.  which  at  this  time  (ISol)  arc  about  25/.  below  par. 


?  m 
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NOKTHGATE. 


Cratir. 


It  Isditlicnit  to  say,  d'o^^ltvcs  Mr.  I'ciiniiut.  sjicaking 
of  ClicstLT  at  the  time  of  the  coiujuc^t,  wiiai  wcvi-  tlie 
articles  of  exjioi'tatiou,  excepting'  slaves  and  horses.  The 
first  barbarous  tralFic  was  earrieel  on  by  the  Saxons  to  a 
great  extent.  'I'iie  clescriplion  of  the  mart-  is  an  exact 
picture  of  iieg'ro  commerce,  till  M-itliin  the-e  i;;te  years  a 
national  reproach  to  our  country.  Horses  were  another 
ariicle:  but  tlieir  ex[H)rtation  was  prohibiied,  exeei)t  they 
wcvc  (Jesiyneil  for  ])resents,  by  a  law  of  Athei-^tan.  liut 
these,  as  well  as  several  others,  such  as  nivlal'-',  hides, 
dogs,  and  chalk',  were  probably  still  exported,  as  in  the 
times  of  the  Ixonians.  Chester -was  admirably  situated 
for  supplying  all  these  articles,  except  the  last.  The  fre- 
quent wars  carried  on  with  the  W'el^h,  lurnisheil  iheai 
\vitli  slaves;  if  tho.-e  weri.  \|/anting,  llu'ir  nei:;hbonrs  of 
the  Northund)riau  kingdojji  wei'e  ready  to  dispose  ol'tiieir 
nearest  relations,  'i'lie  ri(di  phiins  of  Cheshire  fiu'uished 
liorns  and  hides ;  iiud  tl.o  Cambrian  mines,  lead  and 
copper.  Cheese  loust  not  be  omitted  as  a  most  important 
article;  for  the  Britons  made  so  considerable  a  progress 
in    the    arts  of   the   dairy,   that  even  under  the  Roman 

*  TliLTC  is  a  town  called  Brichton  (Bristol)  oppo.site  to  IrclatKl,  and 
extremely  oiui  :iienl  for  trading  witli  that  country.  Wulfstan  induced  them 
to  drn;)  a  barliarous  custom,  wliicli  ncitlier  the  love  of  God  iicr  the  king  could 
prevail  on  them  to  lay  aside.  This  was  the  mart  fur  tlaves,  collected  irom 
all  parts  of  Jingland  ;  and  particularly  young  women,  whom  they  took  care 
to  provide  witli  a  pregi'.nrry,  in  order  to  enhance  their  value.  It  w.is  a  most 
niovii'i;  si-lit  to  see,  in  the  public-  markets,  rows  of  young  i)eople  of  Inith 
sexes,  lied  together  witli  ropes,  of  great  beauty,  and  in  flio  dower  of  their 
youth,  daily  ju-ostituted,  daily  sold.  Dxecriible  fact !  wretched  disgrace  ! 
Men  umuindfu!  even  of  the  affection  of  the  brute  creation  !  delivering  into 
slavery  their  reialions,  and  even  tlieir  very  oflspriiig.  Vita  S.  WulJ'slan,  iu 
Aix'tjla  Sacru,  ii.  'JOiJ.     ^V'ull'stall  was  bisliop  of  Worcester,  tind  died  in  lUtio. 
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rcigii  tliLTc  was  a  great  exportation  of  choose  for  tlio  use' 
of  tlic  Koinan  anuios,  in  wliicli  tins  county  doubtiosslv 
hail  the  greatest  share.  The  imports  were  the  spices  ant! 
otiior  hixuries  of  the  east,  procureci  either  from  Venice, 
or  afterwards  from  the  cities  of  Pisa  and  Amalfi,  the  ma- 
gazines of  the  precious  Asiatic  commodities.  Clotli  was 
lu'ought  from  Flanders  and  linen  from  Germany,  rehques 
and  cccleslasticalfinery  from  Italy,  the  staple  of  supersti- 
tion. Rich  armour  was  another  considerable  article- 
for  war  and  religion  created  in  those  ages  the  most  im- 
portant commerce  of  the  state.  Tlie  warriors  and  the 
sainted  images  were  the  beaux  of  the  time;  the  crimes  of 
the  former  M'ere  supposed  to  be  readily  expiated  by 
prostration  to  the  hittei';  and  acceptance  was  announced 
by  the  priest  in  proportion  to  the  value  of  the  offering. 
France  and  Spain  supplied  them  with  wine;  and  the  dis- 
covery made  to\vards  the  north  by  Ohtbere,  under  the 
direction  of  Alfred,  gave  us  furs,  whalebone,  feathers, 
walruses'  teeth,  and  other  articles  from  that  cold  region. 
Martins  skins  are  twice  mentioned  in  the  Doomsday  book 
among  the  imports  of  Chester.  Ireland  might  also  sup- 
ply them  with  furs,  and  several  other  commodities  ;  this 
being  the  channel  of  communication  on  this  side  of  tlie 
kingdom,  and  the  great  mart  for  the  Irish  commodities. 
A  sensible  but  uncouth  poem,  about  the  year  1430,  pub- 
lished in  Hakluyt  i.  199,  gives  us  a  list  uf  its  ai-ticles  of 
commerce : — 

Hides  and  fish,  salmon,  hake,  hcrrhige, 
Irish  wooU,  ami  linnen  clotli,  folilnigc, 
And  marterns  good  be  her  march:indie, 
Hcrtcs  hides  and  other  of  veneric. 
•  .  Skinnes  of  otter,  squirrel,  and  Irish  hare 

Of  sheepe,  lanibe,  and  foxe,  is  her  chaffarc, 
Felles  of  kiddts.and  conies  great  plentit. 

It  ib  certain  that  Chester  has  long  boon  a  ceiebratoti 
port.  It  appears  to  have  been  a  station  for  the  Saxon 
navy,  and  frequently  the  seat  of  the  court  of  the  Mercian 
kingdom,  both  during  the  heptarchy,  and  after  it  became 
a  province  at  the  general  union  under  Egbert. 
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From  what  li«s  been  already  advanced,  it  may  be 
concluded  tliat  the  commerce  of  the  port  ol"  Chester  must 
have  been  very  inconsiderable,  from  the  15th  to  the  18th 
century,  in  consequence  of  the  impracticability  of  tiie 
navigation  of  the  Dee.  In  the  reiyns  of  3uecn  Elizabeth, 
James  I.  and  the  beginning  of  that  of  Cliarles  i.  the  prin- 
cipal trade  seems  to  have  been  in  calves  skins.  In  the 
first  of  those  monopolizing  times,  the  quee:i  grants  one 
Arthur  Bulsano  a  licen.-c  t^  export  6000  tiickers  of  leather 
of  calves  skins,  ten  dozen  to  every  dicker,  for  seven  years, 
paying  live  shillings  per  dicker.  Jf;mcs  I.  granted  to 
James  Maxwel,  Esq.  a  licence  to  export  18,000  dickers 
for  the  same  duty,  and  for  twenty-one  years,  und  this  n-as 
afterwards  confirmed  to-him  by  Charle?  I. 

In  17/1,  the  foreign  trade  of  Chester  seems  to  have 
been  at  its  meridian,  since  the  restoration  of  the  channel ; 
in  that  year  was  entered  at  the  custom-house,  35  vessels 
inwards  from  foreign  parts,  and  216  entered  outwards. 
The  following  table,  comniencing  with  tlic  year  177^5, 
will  shew  how  great  the  decrease  of  our  foreign  trade  was 
within  six  years  afterwards,  and  its  continued  state  from 
the  latter  period  up  to  tlie  present  time.  The  number  of 
coasting  vessels  entered  in  the  above  year  (1771)  inwards 
297  ;  outwards  526,  The  table  beloM-  will  shew  an  amaz- 
ing increase  in  this  branch  of  commerce.  The  importa- 
tion of  Irish  linen  into  Chester,  at  our  Midsummer  and 
Michaelmas  fairs,  was  formerly  very  extensive,  and  a 
large  hall  being  erected,  containing  upwards  of  a  hundred 
shops  for  vending  that  article,  drew  purchasei-s  from  ail 
the  surrounding  country.  This  trade  began  about  the 
year  1/36,  in  which  449,654  yards  were  imported.  The 
importation  continued  to  increase  till  1786,  at  which 
period  it  was  at  its  hciglit,  and  in  Miucli  year  the 
quantity  brought  in  was  1684  packs;  14  chests;  98S 
boMcJ  ;  20  bales  ;  16  cases  ;  6  parcels  ;  and  8  bu'.idles  ; 
making  altogether  more  than  100,000  pieces,  or  upwards 
of  5,000,000  of  yards ;  in  1796  only  582  packs  and 
808  boxes  were  imported  into  Chester,  and  in  1806,  only 
32/  packs  and  936  boxes.     From  the    latter  period,  the 
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direct  Importation  has  been  regularly  dlinlnisliing,  and 
Las  now  totally  ceased. 

Comi>aratUc  Slate  of  the  Trade  of  Chester  /rc.-n  the  year  l''r,  lu  1.'130. 
[Co:-.'.Tiunicate(ll,/Oi.:Comprrollerof  Uie  fnsloms.] 

TIH'-p.  opuilcSTim.  17;6  ITflC  1796  isji  i»-o 

Co;isting  vu.s.si-i.s  entered  inwanla    208, 

Ditto  ililto  outivards 610. 

Ireland  inwards 140. 

Ditto  outwaiJs ,   104. 

Isle  of  Man  and  other  tbregn  ports  outw.       3 

Ditto  inwards     4 

Number  of  ships  in  foreign  trade  be. )      ,^,,  „  ..  .  „ 

longing  to  this  ;)0tt j"     ~- '' '* " •* 

Ditto  coasting  trade 13....   23....    17....   07 74 

But  perhap?  nothing  will  serve  to  exhibit  the  in- 
ci'eased  trade  of  the  port  within  late  years  so  forcibly  as 
the  following  statement : — 

£.    s.    d. 

In  1.113,  the  ;:nnual  receipts  of  the  pott  were 7112I    18     .'"■i 

From  the  5(li  of  Jan.  1S28  to  rnii  Jan.  1823    24!I10     C     y.^ 

From  the  5th  of  J.in.  1829  to  5th  Jan.  lo'I'.O   24852     5     3.V 

Notwithstanding  the  increase  of  vessels  employed  in 
the  port,  it  will  be  seen,  from  the  above  table,  that  it  is 
chiefly  in  the  coasting  trade ;  that  of  ihc  foreign  being 
very  inconsiderable.  I'his  shews  the  absence  of  that  corn- 
merciai  genius  of  the  inhabitants  which  so  eminently 
distinguishes  our  neighbours  across  the  i^.Iersey  ;  yet  the 
port  extends  on  the  Cheshire  side  of  the  estuary,  as  far  as 
the  end  of  Wirral;  and  on  the  Flintshire,  to  the  V6r-ryd, 
or  the  month  of  the  CI wyd.  This,  properly  speaking,  is 
only  a  division  of  the  great  port  of  Chester,  which  reaches 
one  way  as  far  as  Barmouth  In  Merionethshire,  and  ano- 
ther way  to  the  extremity  of  Lancashire.  In  those  tracts 
arc  several  other  ports,  all  subordinate  to  the  comptroller 
of  Chester  ;  and  even  Livi-rpool,  in  the  jiaient,  is  siylcd  a 
(7a7.-  (;/■  tlic  ])urt  of  Chester:'-  The  de}>endant  child  has 
long  since  oiugrown  the  ancient  parent. 

*  In  tile  year  1565,  the  shipping  of  Liverpool  was  inconsidcriible  ;  as, 
according  to  an  estimate  in  the  town's  records,  it  appears  tl)e  number  of 
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Frc.m  the  earliest  era,  of  wbich  we  have  any  records, 
it  is  clear,  that  one  cf  our  principal  local  n.aniifa:;tures 
>\-as  tl)at,  of  ilressiug  the  skins  and  hides  of  aiiinjals.  Thus 
in  the  translation  of  a  transcript  I  have  given  out  of  the 
greater  Dooaisday-book  (vide  vol.  i.  p.  Vlb) ,  marten' s 
"skins*  \\ere  known  as  an  article  of  consequence  in  the 
time  of  Edwaid  the  Confessor.  A  great  portion  of  our 
early  imports  consisted  of  large  quantiiies  of  kid  and 
lamb  skins  from  Leghorn  and  other  parts  of  Italy,  whicli 
were  dressed  here,  and  then  manufactured  into  gloves. 
The  dressing  of  shccj)  and  calfskins  ai^o  formed  a  large 
branch  of  niannfacture.  Such,  indeed,  may  be  considered 
the  staple  of  the  place,  and  5-avc  rise  to  that  immense 
I)ile  of  warehouses  and  work-shops  en  the  borders  of  the 
river,  known  by  the  name  of  Skinner' s-slreet.  In  this 
description,  however,  must  also  be  included  the  tanning 
trade,  ■which  was  carried  on  here  to  a  great  extent,  and 
which  seems  to  have  had  its  seat  principally  on  the  north 
side  of  Foregatc-sreet.  Horn-lane,  (now  called  Stcam- 
inili-street)  is  said,  with  great  probability,  to  derive  its 
name  from  the  number  of  the  horns  of  beasts  which  Avere 
there  piled  together,  and  formed  a  kind  offence  or  boun- 
dary on  each  side  of  the  road.  It  may  also  be  r.  jticed, 
that  in  dlggiiig  foundations  for  houses  on  the  opening  of 

vessels  belonging  to  that  port  was  only  12,  and  they  were  iirivigatcd  by  7o 
mariners,  and  the  number  of  barks  belonging  to  the  port  i^f  'Wall-.sca,  on  tlie 
Chesliire  sl'.ore,  wns  3,  and  whicli  employed  14  seamen.  In  lyOO,  the  num- 
ber of  ships  belonging  to  Liverpool  was  84  ;  in  1720,  to  130  ;  in  i/CO,  to 
22U  ;  in  1793,  the  number  had  increased  to  G06  ;  which  number  has  since 
been  more  than  doubled.  In  the  year  1724,  the  amount  of  the  dock  duties 
was  only  £810  ;  in  1807,  they  amounted  to  iC(J2,C3!,  and  are  now  upwards  of 
£100,000.  The  increase  of  population  and  prosperity  has  kept  pace  with 
that  of  the  connncrce  of  tlie  town.  In  loOoj  the  number  of  hoUbchuUUis  and 
coiiagcrs  WHS  only  138,  which,  a;Io\ii)i);  seven  persons  to  a  lauu-e,  would 
make  the  number  of  it^liiibitunls  !)(iti.  In  1700,  tile  population  was  4240  ; 
in  1730,  it  had  increased  to  12,000  ;  and  according;  to  the  census  of  1821, 
(an  interval  of  DO  years)  the  population  of  Liverpool  amounted  to   118,872 

•  This  .-.nin:.'.l  is  a  large  kind  of  wc.isel,  whose  fur  v;.-.s  tho::  r-i:-:h  va- 
I'-.td.  f.nd.  stcmi  r.nticntly  to  have  been  claimeil  by  royslty. 
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Seller-street,  a  gicat  iiuiiibcr  of  tan- pits  \vcre  discovered. 
Both  these  branclies  of  manufacture  have  greatly  declined, 
particularly  the  former  ;  there  is  now  no  direct  iiiijjorta- 
tion  of  the  Italian  leather,  and  the  dressing  of  it,  as  well 
as  the  glove  trade,  have  chiefly  migrated  to  Worcester- 
shire. The  remains  of  the  skinning  trade  are  now  in  the 
Jiatids  of  Messrs.  W.  and  T.  Tophani,  and  Messrs.  Rogers 
and  Pover;  and  the  whole  of  the  workshops  and  ware- 
houses principally  occupied  in  the  branch  have  been 
pulled  down,  the  site  of  M'hich  is  to  be  encircled  by  the 
city  walls,  in  order  to  enlarge  the  precincts  of  the  castle. 
The  tanning  trade,  though  much  i-educed,  is  still  carried 
on  to  a  considerable  extent. 

Ship-building  has  been  carried  on  at  Chester  for 
many  centuries,  for  which  there  are  capacious  yards  situ- 
ated on  the  border  of  the  Dee,  near  the  house  of  industry, 
and  which  are  the  property  of  the  corporation.'  During 
the  late  war,  several  vessels  of  war  were  built  here,  carry- 
ing about  24  guns  each,  and  merchant  ships  have  been 
launched  of  500  tons  burthen.  In  the  Magna  Britannia, 
published  in  1810,  Messrs.  Lysous  offer  the  following 
coniplimeutary  tribute  to  this  branch  of  our  manufacture ; 
"Theie  are  now  more  ships  built  at  Chester  than  at  Li\'er- 
pool,  they  being  in  great  estimation  among  the  merchants 
at  that  and  other  principal  sea-ports  of  England  and 
Scotland,  as  particularly  well-founded,  and  in  the  mari- 
ner's jjhrase  sea-worthy."  The  sliip-yard  is  at  present 
occupied  by  Mr.  Mulvey  and  son. 

On  the  north  side  of  the  old  canal,  nearly  opposite  to 
Boughton,  are  situated  the  extensive  lead-works  ofMessrs. 
Walker,  Parker,  &  Co.  ^vhich  employ  a  great  number  of 
hands.  In  these  works  are  comprised  a  I'atent  shot  ma- 
nufactory, which  is  carried  on  in  a  circular  tower  of  brick, 
l.)0  feet  high,  considered  a  very  perfect  building  of  the 
kind  ;  and  also,  a  large  red  and  white  lead  maniil'uctory, 
ill  ^vhich  the  steam  engine,  the  steel  rollers,  and  every 
part  of  the  machinery,  are  formed  upon  the  most  improved 
principles.  Another  shot  manufactory,  but  of  less  extent, 
and  ol   more  recent  erection,  is  in  ConimonliaU-strcet, 
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built  by  tlie  late  Mr.  Mellor,  but  now  occupied  and  curried 
on  by  J\Ii-.  Ellis.  Mere  also  we  have  some  i-esj)ect- 
able  iron  foundries,  paper  mills,  roperies,  and  several 
extensive  tobacco  and  snuff  uiaiiufactorics,  tbe  latter  fur- 
nisliing  a  commodity  of  superior  (luality,  with  which  the 
greater  part  of  North  Wales  and  the  adjoining  counties 
are  supplied.  There  was  formerly  a  very  extensive  ma- 
nufacture of  tobacco  pipes  at  Chester,  established  upwards 
of  two  centuries  ago  ;  these  pipes  were  esteemed  tlie  best 
in  Europe,  and  about  fifty  years  ago,  were  exported  iu 
great  (luantilies  to  foreign  countries;  pipes  of  a  peculiar 
sort,  called  liug-jnpes,  being  sljortcr  than  those  in  com- 
mon use,  were  made  for  tlic  Guinea  trade;  the  home 
consumption  trade  now  only  remains,  and  that  iu  a  dimi- 
nished state.  The  editors  of  the  Magna  Britannia,  pub- 
lished in  I72O3  speak  of  the  trade  of  Cliester,  as  having 
been  much  augmented  by  the-industry  and  ingenuity  of  a 
colony  of  Dutch,  who  had  then  lately  settled  there.  1 
cannot  discover  any  trace  of  such  a  circumstance,  nor  do 
any  Dutch  names  appear  in  the  parochial  records  of  that 
period.  It  is  not  improbable  that  the  Palatines  were 
meant,  for  it  appears  that  many  of  those  distressed  fo- 
reigners who  sought  a  refuge  iu  England  In  the  year 
1/09,  remained  in  this  kingdom,  and  some  of  them  arc 
known  to  have  resided  at  Chester,  in  St.  John's  parish. 

During  the  reign  of  Edward  the  Confessor,  there 
were  seven  mint  masters  in  Chester,  who  annually  paid 
Jl.  during  the  time  their  mints  were  at  work.  Chester 
was  one  of  the  six  cities  in  which  mints  were  established 
during  the  reign  of  William  III.  The  goldsmiths  of  the 
city  were  incorporated  in  1700,  and  had  the  authority  c  f 
parliament  to  elect  an  assay-master.  The  gentleman 
who  now  fills  the  office  is  Mr.  John  Walker,  goldsmith. 

From  what  has  been  said,  it  will  be  seen,  that  al- 
though stmio  of  our  staple  maimfactures  have  left  the  city, 
Ave  have  still  several  extensive  establishments,  which 
furnish  employment  for  the  working  classes;  and  notwith- 
standing the  fashionable  complaint,  that  we  have  lost  our 
trade,  and  with  it  the  source  of  our  prosperity,  yet  there 
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are  incontrovertible  evidences  which  sliew  that  Ciiester 
still  maintains  its  station  for  wealth  and  consequence.  In 
fact  we  can  boast  of  some  as  opnlcnt  tradsmenas  perhaps 
can  bo  found  in  more  celebrated  towns  of  entcrprizc,  ami 
many  of  our  shopkeepers  may  be  ranked  anion;^-  the  most 
respectable  of  the  kingdom.  The  progressive  increase  of 
llie  population,  with  a  corresponding  accunuilalion  of 
dwelling-houses  arc  no  less  indicative  of  the  prosperous 
condition  of  the  city.  The  census  of  1801  gives  our  popu- 
lation at  15,152,  and  that  of  1821  at  19,919, 'naking  an 
increase  of  4/9/  persons,  or  nearly  one-fourth  in  twenty 
years;  and  there  is  very  sufficient  reason  to  believe,  that 
within  the  last  ten  years,  our  uunibers  have  been  aug- 
mented beyond  this  increased  ratio.  Another  proof  of 
improvement  may  be  found  in  the  extended  intercourse 
of  the  city  with  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  and  in  its 
enlarged  condition  as  a  thoroughfare  for  travellers.  Tl-is 
fact  cannot  be  more  forcibly  elucidated  tlian  by  the 
follo\ving — 

ComparatiK:  .itatemmit  of  the  Nuinlcr  of  Coaches  leaviui/   Chester"  ihuiij 
in  the  years  1800  and  1831  ; 

Places.  In  1601.  In  leal.  FtalUer's  OIncc.     V.'liitc  Linn. 

To  London 2 5 4 1 

Manchtsier 1 4 3 1 

Liverpool 2 o 0 3 

Shrewsbury 1 4,, 3 1 

Welshijool    0 2 2 0 

Holyhciul 1 2 2 0 

Wrexham    0 1 i 0 

7  20  20  C 

Besides  the  above,  there  is  also  a  daily  communica- 
tion between  Chester  and  Liverpool,  by  the  packet  from 

*  At  a  period  somewhat  earlier,  the  means  of  travelling '.vere  still  more 
eircumsoribcd.  About  the  year  17(J0,  a  stage  coach  fioffl  the  north  of  Eng- 
land to  Iiondon,  passed  througli  \\''arriiii;ton  every  week.  It  was  customary 
iVir  tiavudlers  t'roiu  fhester  to  the  cipital,  to  go  to  Warrington  on  Sunday  ID 
be  ready  to  set  out  in  the  coacli  at  three  o'clock  ou  i\Io:ulay  moniins,',  and  the 
passengers  considered  themselves  fortunate  if  they  arrived  in  London  late  on 
the  following  Saturday  evening.  The  roads  were  then  so  bad,  particularly 
between  Warrington  and  Holmes  Chape),  that  the  coach  w.is  drawn  by  six, 
mi  occasionally  by  eight  horses. 


U'!'' 

y^ 


x/ 


% 


I    / 


7346    1 


